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DPresident’s Corner

Well it's December, a time of much
celebration and good cheer. Also, it
is time to get those gifts turned for all
those “nice” people on Santa’s list.
There was not the turnout of toys |
had hoped to see at the November
meeting; but, the toys that were there
were nicely turned and a lot of fun to
play with. | want to thank all that
turned a toy and donated it for a
needy family. | feel certain these
gifts will bring joy to those who re-
ceive them.

There seemed to be some quandary
regarding my article on the TTT in
the last newsletter. For clarification,
we did have two people from our club
(David Berry and Bill Berry) present-
ing in our sponsored area. We did
not fill all of the available slots with
people from our club. 1 hope this
clears up any confusion.

There were quite a number of finely
turned items on the project table last
month that we did not get to judge. |
hope all of these and more will show
up at the meeting this month. Those
of you who were at the November
meeting got to see the new ribbons
up close and personal. The competi-
tion for these ribbons is getting fierce
so bring in your projects. The more
turnings you bring in, the better your
chances are of receiving a ribbon.

Enough people have expressed in-
terest in buying wood to make it pos-

sible for the club members to get a
quantity of wood at a discount. If
you want to buy wood we need:

(a) A check payable to GCWA in
the amount you want to spend.
(b) A list of the sizes you would
like, i.e. Thickness" by Length”
by Width” - (2" X 6” X 6”)
A list of the species you would
like. Maple Burl, etc.
The Quality of the wood. Use
A; B; C. (A = Museum quality,
B = Above average, C = Aver-
age) NOTE: The higher the
guality the lower the quantity.

(€)
(d)

The wood may or may not come in
the specific sizes you request; how-
ever, it will be close.

We need to have the money in hand
to order the wood. Please bring this
information to the December meeting
so we can order the wood ASAP. If
you can’'t make the meeting and you
want some wood, send the above
information to Helen Young. The
deadline for this is Jan. 4, 2000.

Thomas Irven

GCWA Web Site:
Http://get.to/gcwa
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This will be your last
newsletter if your mem-
bership dues expired
November 30, 1999.

December Meeting
December 18, 1999
The Cutting Edge Wood-
worker’s and Tool Supply
7123 Southwest Freeway
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May Your Christmas
and New Year
Holidays be Safe
and Happy!
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GCWA is affiliated with
the American Associa-
tion of Woodturners.
GCWA meetings are usu-
ally held at 9:00 AM on
the 3rd Saturday of each
month. Check the Calen-
dar of Events page. An-
nual dues are $18. Dues
may be mailed to Helen
Young, 2502 Esther Ave.,
Pasadena, TX 77502-
3239. Make your check
payable to GCWA or Gulf
Coast Woodturners
Assn.




Show & Tell

The November meeting Show & Tell at
Woodwright was limited to toys only so
all entries were judged equally within
the same category. The Winners were:

1st Place — Jack Hanley for a Toy
Train Locomotive.

2nd Place — Kip Powers for a

Trapped Ring Rattle.

3rd Place — Boyce Gahagan for a
Spinning Top.

Special thanks to our Judges

Comineg Fvents

Bring Back

Bring Back Items Raffle Winners:
Jeff Schroder, David White, Mack

December Meeting

For our December meeting, Dec. 18
at Cutting Edge, we will have a
demonstration by Steve LeGrue on
the ways to "decorate" your turn-
ings, both on and off the lathe.

Steve writes: "Woodturning has
come a long way in the past dec-
ade. A well turned vessel is no
longer enough to set your work
apart or give it the artistic boost to
make it stand out from the crowd.
Anyone who has gone to an AAW
national symposium recognizes that
the work done on weekends by av-

erage turners is equal to gallery-
level turnings of 5 to 10 years ago.
Surface decoration is the area of
woodturning that has seen the
most interest in the past few years:
The turned form as canvas for the
next level of artistic expression. In
my session | will discuss various
ways to achieve visual interest in
turned forms, including: Carving,
Texturing, Coloring, Piercing, Pati-
nizing, Burning."

I will bring in a bowl that Steve did
as a practice piece two years ago,
where he has carved, colored and
textured the piece. I'll also have my
second attempt at a music stand,
which uses "add-on items.” Come
seel

Editor's Note: This article appears on the Tidewater Turners of Virginia Web site at

www.esva.net/~woodturner.

DeBose, Carl Blair, Don Philpot,
Marta Gifford
Membershin

Please welcome our new members,
William Cox, Wayne Stanfield,
David Wright, Rodney Fontenot and
Chuck Hale who joined us in Novem-
ber.

On Tools & Desults, Thoughts to bonder

By Bob Vallaster

Announcements

The Gulf Coast Woodturners mem-
bership will be participating in the
National Tool Show which is to be
held April 14 thru 16 at the Houston
Astro Arena. Volunteers are
needed to provide setup and take-
down labor as well as turning dem-
onstrations during the show.
There will be 4 lathes in operation.
Please contact Carl Blair at 713-
946-6344 or email
cblair@orbitworld.net.

Volunteers are also needed for the
Annual GCWA Retreat to be held
on May 20 & 21. Please contact
Murray Powell at 713-682-2810 or
email mpowell@wantabe.com.

Discussion at a recent meeting ad-
vanced a notion: better tools yield
better turnings.

Stated differently, the difference be-
tween my turning and another’s can
be compensated by better tools.
The idea deserves notice.

Although | have made sawdust all
my adult life, I did not start making
shavings until 10 years ago. My
wanderings took me to a Tidewater
Turners’ meeting. The contagion of
turning was instant: | got the bug,
and I've been infected ever since.

Initiation in the mysteries of turning
consisted of visits to club members’
garages, shops, or whatever place
they worked their magic. | watched
a lot, cut a little and asked ques-
tions. | came away with two lasting
impressions.

One. | was amazed that my men-
tors were capable of doing much
with little. Humble materials and
minimal equipment. The essence of
their equipment consisted of three
things: a means (the lathe) to spin
the rough object, some means (spur
& center, faceplate, or chuck) to

grip the object securely, and
something with a keen edge to
remove unwanted wood hiding
beauty or utility within.

Elegant work can be produced on

basic machines with simple hold-
ing devices and rustic cutters.
More features make good adver-
tising copy, but poor investments
unless you need and use them.
Cutters of space-age alloys with
handles of exotic wood are nice,
but anything that holds an edge
will cut the mustard. Wood doesn’t
know or respond to equipment’s
pedigree or price.

Two. What distinguished their
work from mine was the knowl-
edge stored behind their eyes and
the skill in their hands. Various of
them came to their knowledge by
different routes. Some learned
from books, some from others,
some from trial and error. No mat-
ter; they knew methods, materials,
finishes...and form. They didn't
find skill packaged like vitamin
pills; all acquired it through prac-
tice. | recognized | was a tall

(Continued on page 3)
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Classified

For Sale
Powermatic Model 10 Hollow
Chisel Mortiser, 2 Hp direct

drive, full size machine with a
foot pedal and moving table, ex-
cellent condition, $1100.

Thomas Irven 713-666-6881

Old Metal Lathe -W. M. Sellers,
made in Philadelphia, Patent
date 1881. 10' ways, approx.
20" swing; threaded and ta-
pered headstock, tapered tail-
stock; on 6" by 9" skids; no mo-
tor. The lathe is in Arkansas and
pictures are available if inter-
ested.

$1700.00 Delivered or $1200.00
if you pick up.

Thomas Irven  713-666-6881

An Open Letter to CCWA Members

Judy C. Beavers

Representative of Grand Central Texas Region — Economic Devel opment
P.O. Box 68

Goldthwaite, Texas 76844

915-648-2719 judyb@centex.net

From:

On October 9, 1999 | was in Fredericksberg at the same time as the Mesquite Show. 1T
WAS TERRIFIC — the most beautifully crafted furniture and accessories | have ever
seen! The wonder of atree that causes ranchers so many problems being made into such
delightful creations was exciting!

I live in Goldthwaite, Texas where mesquite is abundant. We have a regional group of
five counties which comprise “Grand Central Texas’” region. And ALL of the counties
have mesquite everywhere! A lot of the wood is going to waste by burning, clearing and
rotting.

We would like to pursue an avenue of supplying mesquite to artisans, etc. HOWEVER,
we do not know what you require for your wood. Would you please take a minute to fill
out the questionaire on this page and send it to me? If we can supply what you need, a
partnership could develop in a future venture.

Sincerely, Judy C. Beavers

Reauest for Articles

We need articles on woodturn-
ing practices, tooling, machines,
woods, finishes, or any other
subjects of interest to our mem-
bers for our monthly newsletter.
See the back page of the News-
letter for contact information.

On Tools & Results. ...

(Continued from page 2)

mound of shavings shy of having
comparable agility with knife or

| am daily hustled with messages that
new means improved, more means
better, and to want is to need. Experi-
ence in the School of Hard Knocks

scraper. teaches otherwise.

Better tools make better turnings? |
don’t think so, Tim.

Of the two points above, the second
is more important.

QUESTIONAIRE — Mesquite Products

Thank you for your help in responding to this request!

Name: Phone;

Address:

E-Mail Address:

Do you need fresh harvested or dry mesquite? What size trees do you need?

Do you harvest your own trees?

If not, how and where do you get your wood?

When you select your mesguite wood, what are you looking for?

Please list what your needs are concerning a supply of mesquite (cost, delivery, quantity — anything that would help us to deter-

mineif we could supply the mesquite that you need) :
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Support Our Advertisers
a The Finest Hand Tools The World Has To Offer N

Turning Tools By Henry Tayor, Robert Sorby and Jerry Glaser
Hollowing Tools by Lyle Jamieson, Dennis Stewart, Robt. Sorby,
Kel McNaughton, H. Taylor and others.

Chucks, Wolverine Grinding Systems, Spur Drives, and Live
Centers By OneWay Mfg.

Lathes by OneWay, JET and Sherline
Full line of Accessories, Books, Videos, Project Supplies
Wood Burning and Wood Carving Tools

The
CUTTING EDGE,
A Woodworker's Tool & Supply

Mon.-Fri. 9 am to 6 pm
Sat. 10 am to 5pm

K 7123 Southwest Frwy, Just North of Bellaire Blvd. 713/981-9228 Sun. Noon to 4 pm /

7 Boyce Gahagan AN
] Pen Supplies |
Best Prices Every Day

PEN CLASSES Call For Scheduling. Wood Pen blanks, Zebrawood, Bubinga,
Rosewwod, Myrtle, Burls, Stabilized wood blanks. Acrylic Pen Blanks.

YO YO's « American Fiat Top Style Pens and Pencils « Screw Cap Rollerball
Pens «Cross Style pens and pencils « Euro Style Pens and Pencils with Flat Top
Refills » Screw Cap Fountain Pens ¢ Perfume Pens « Key Rings e Letter Openers
Magnifing Glass « Laser Pointer Key Ring « Mandrels « Bushngs o Drill Bits « HUT PPP

Cyanoacrylate Glue « Band Saw Blades and other related items.

202017 Fox Glen, Humble, TX 77338 « 281 446 1590 (also Fax)

. . —\
Looking for great quality Power & Hand Tools? )
na Industriaj Sup PORTER: (OBLE

PEREE SR B DIV TTONR ’
I BOSTITCH EOQC“

222 W. 225 Frwy And Supply 6524 South Congress
Pasadena, Texas 77506 Austin, Texas 78745
\ (713) 472-5588 Fax (713) 472-0915 eMail pro_tool @swhell.net (512) 707-7077 Fax (512) 707-7155 J/

% g" .,//é&[/d'/'@c/jf

Custom Laser Engraving
Pens & Pencils $2.50 each, one line onlyOther Items Quoted on Request
Larry Seale (281) 350-3005 3503 El James
Robin Seale Spring, TX 77388
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Calendar of Events

Scheduled Mee

Decemlgeér 13, 1999 - Board Meeting ~ 7:00 PM ~
Thomas Irven 5202 Willow St., Bellaire, 713-666-6881

North

Map Not to
Scale

December 18, 1999 - Gcwa Meeting ~ 9.00 AM
~ The Cutting Edge Woodworker’s and Tool Supply, 7123
Southwest Fwy., 713-981-9228

January 3, 2000 - First Monday ~ 7:00 PM ~ The
Cutting Edge Woodworker's and Tool Supply, 7123 Southwest
Fwy., 713-981-9228

January 10, 2000 - Board Meeting ~ 7:00 PM ~
Thomas Irven home, 5202 Willow St., Bellaire, 713-666-6881

January 15, 2000 ~ GcwA Meeting ~ 9:00 AM ~
Pro-Tool & Supply, 222 W. 225 Frwy., Pasadena, 713-472-5588

February 7, 2000 - First Monday ~ 7:00 PM ~ The
Cutting Edge Woodworker’s and Tool Supply, 7123 Southwest
Fwy., 713-981-9228

February 14, 2000 -~ Board Meeting ~ 7:00 PM ~
Thomas Irven home, 5202 Willow St., Bellaire, 713-666-6881

February 19, 2000 ~ GcwA Meeting ~ 9:00 AM
~Deer Park High School, North Campus, 402 Ivy Ave., Deer
Park, 281-930-4816

March 6, 2000 - First Monday ~ 7:00 PM ~ The Cut-
ting Edge Woodworker’s and Tool Supply, 7123 Southwest
Fwy., 713-981-9228

March 20, 2000 - Board Meeting ~ 7:00 PM ~ Tho-
mas Irven home, 5202 Willow St., Bellaire, 713-666-6881

March 25, 2000 (4th Saturday) -~ ccwa
Meeting ~ 9:00 AM ~Deer Park High School, North Campus,
402 Ivy Ave., Deer Park, 281-930-481

April 14-16, 2000 -~ National Tool Show ~ Astro

Arena

4

Bellaire

The Cutting Edge
7123 SW Freeway
713-981-9228

This Mmonth

December 18 - 9:00 AM ~ GCWA Meeting at The Cutting
Edge Woodworker’s and Tool Supply, 7123 Southwest
Freeway, 713-981-9228

Program

Pre Meeting ~ Don Fluker, Ralph Hecht, Kip
Powers — Operating a lathe for hands on help for
anybody interested.

Main Program ~ Steve Legrue — Coloring and
Texturing

Executive Committee

President Thomas Irven

Vice President Murray Powell

Secretary Carl Blair
Treasurer Helen Young
Past President Bobby Bridges
Board Member Boyce Gahagan
Board Member Chuck Garrett
Editor Mack DeBose
Librarian Ernie Bahr

713-666-6881
713-682-2810
713-946-6344
713-475-2940
713-473-6491
281-446-1590
281-980-3367
281-537-1814
713-534-0559

kirven@tenet.edu
mpowell@wantabe.com
cblair@orbitworld.net
helen@orbitworld.net
wwbob@AOL.com

Imdebose@flash.net
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Gulf Coast Woodturners Association
Newsletter Editor
Phone: 281-537-1814
Fax: 281-537-1814
Email: Imdebose@flash.net

Program Chairman
Murray Powell
Phone: 713-682-2810
Email: mpowell@wantabe.com

GCWA Web Site:
Http://get.to/gcwa

Internet Web Sites of Interest

American Association of Woodturners: http://rtpnet.org/~aaw
Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm
Woodturning Supply Sources: http://www.rtpnet.org/~twnc/sources.html
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com
The Cutting Edge: http://www.cuttingedgetools.com
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com
Triangle Woodturners of North Carolina: http://www.rtpnet.org/~twnc/
Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.exva.net/~woodturner/
North Carolina Woodturners Association: http://www.charweb.org/ncwa/

Association

Gulf Coast Woodturners




