
 

Our March meeting was another great gathering of wood-
turning in Houston.  We had almost 80 in attendance.  
The demo by Craig Timmerman was wonderful.  A few 
members also took in the critique session that seems to 
be showing up at more and more meetings with very 
positive feedback.  We also had a demo for some youth 
of the church hosting our meeting.  The timepiece chal-
lenge had some very interesting entries and I even 
picked up a ribbon for my entry!  The really cool part is I 
didn’t have to pay the judges all that much to make the 
arrangements.  The exchange went well and it sure 
seemed that most everyone had a great time.  The com-
ments on Craig’s demo were all positive and we’re going 
to look for an opportunity to have Craig back in Houston 
for some hands-on training. 
 
Of course not all our members were available to join the 
March meeting.  Lane Bradford and a few others were 
over at Houston Center for Contemporary Craft in sup-
port of the Empty Bowls event.  Lane has coordinated the 
club’s participation in this important community event for 
the past several years.  Lane spent the day turning and 
adding to the stash of bowls provided by club members.  
Don Fluker showed up in promotional video shot at the 
event and posted on the Houston Chronicle web site!  Of 
course, Land and Don were not alone as a number of 
members either spent the day at the event or arrived fol-
lowing the March meeting. 
 
The Woodworker’s Show is history, at least for this year 
in Houston.  Well, technically it was in Katy but certainly 
serving the Houston marketplace.  The venue was much 
smaller than the last few years and many of the vendor 
booths were condensed.  The GCWA club area was 
smaller as well.  We still managed to have the club’s 
Oneway and three mini lathes plus a couple tables.  In 
past years I’ve visited the show and spent some time in 
the club area.  This year I was there almost start to finish 
(I was late for the setup Friday morning).  It was really 
great to get out in public to do some turning, spend some 
time with fellow club members and meet a number of 
turners or turners-to-be from the crowd.  Speaking of 
crowd, for a good portion of the show the crowd was defi-
nitely in front of our space!  There were times when it 
would have been difficult to walk through the crowd 
standing around watching the turning and talking to club 
members.  And we had a lot of them at the event.  I’d like 
to say that I could name everyone who spent time at the 

club’s space but I know I’d miss at least a few and make 
someone feel left out.  So, I’m going to limit the names to 
Greg Gonsalves.  Why Greg?  Well, he’s the guy who 
spent the time to work with the event organizers to en-
sure we had a good spot, adequate space, and appropri-
ate electricity.  He also loaded the trailer with the club’s 
lathes, tables, and safety shields, plus his big tool box / 
sharpening station hauled it over to the event and then 
returned all that to the storage unit.  Greg puts a great 
deal of effort into this event and others that he manages 
for the club.  Thank you Greg for all your hard work and 
for making the rest of us look so good standing there with 
all that machinery around us.  (Editor’s note: Great to see 
Luna Ford and Bill Tilson there on Saturday.)  
 
So why does Greg go through all that effort and why do 
others show up to turn and talk to folks at the show?  
One reason is likely that it’s great fun, a time to get away 
and do some turning, and a chance to hang out with 
some pretty great folks.  But more importantly it’s a time 
to introduce the club and woodturning to the public.  Tra-
ditionally shows like this provide the main source of new 
members for the club and go a long way to filling all the 
slots in the Turning Fundamentals track at the Retreat.  
That means we’re being effective in bringing woodturning 
to the public and providing education for those new to 
turning.  All that and we have a great time at the event.  
What a way to spend a weekend!  All of efforts of Greg 
and all the others representing the club showed results 
as well.  We signed up several new members at the 
show and had a number of others who indicated they 
would join by mail or at the picnic.  I spoke with one fam-
ily who was joining and planning to attend the retreat – 
husband, wife and daughter.  Now is that cool or what? 
 
So what’s next on the agenda?  The Annual GCWA Pic-
nic of course!  This year the picnic will be at George 
Bush Park.  While this is sort of on the same side of town 
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as Bear Creek Park please don’t get the two of them con-
fused.  George Bush Park is located at 16756 Westheimer 
Parkway Houston 77082.  Located near the intersection of 
State Highway 6 and Westheimer the park covers some 
7800 acres including over 11 miles of trails.  This is a new 
location for the GCWA picnic so we’ll have some adjust-
ments to make as we acquaint ourselves with the new lo-
cation.  We will be at Pavilion # 3.  This is the largest of the 
park pavilions with capacity for 264 people.  It has 33 ta-
bles, electrical outlets, and is close to a playground and 
rest rooms.  So plan to pack up the family and come on out 
and enjoy the great weather before it starts getting hot, 
hot, hot in Houston. 
 
As is now the tradition the club will provide the meat 
(Clyde Collier is handling this task) and everyone is asked 
to bring an item for the picnic.  Tom Enloe has an article 
(page 5) with information on who should bring what types 
of food or beverage.  Steve LeGrue has arranged some 
fun activities (see below).  So be sure to bring a sharp 
gouge, skew chisel or other tool of choice.  There should 
be plenty of seating, but sometimes park benches can be a 
bit hard on the bottom, and you might want to bring your 
own comfortable outdoor chair.  We will not have a formal 
program at the picnic, but we will have a show and tell and 
the now traditional Weird Turning category just to keep 
things on the fun side. 
 
The other major piece of news about this time of year is 
Retreat Registration.  So, get your checkbooks out, your 
envelopes ready and try to be the first to hit Lane’s mailbox 
with your registration form!  Andy Chen has done a fan-
tastic job with the Retreat program schedule with Tom 
Enloe assisting.  By the time you read this newsletter the 
information should also be posted to the GCWA Web site.  
That would include the class grid, registration form and 
class descriptions.  Please remember that GCWA mem-
bership is family based, but class registration is by individ-
ual.  So anyone signing up for classes is expected to pay a 
full registration.  And even though costs are up this year 
we’ve held the line on registration fees.  Once again this 
year you have access to two full days of classes, a number 
of quality demos and two catered lunches, all for only $45.  
Of course, if you wait around and register at the door you’ll 
pay more - $55 and there’s no guarantee of lunch because 

we have to commit to the catering companies a least a 
week ahead of the event.  Plus if you wait around there’s 
not much chance of getting into the classes you really 
want. 
 
Lane Bradford is handling the registration process again 
this year.  He’ll be setup to take registrations at the picnic 
or you can mail your registration in to him at the address 
on the form.  Be sure to use the 2009 registration form as 
Lane has moved since the last retreat! 
 
At last count we had just shy of 60 lathes committed for the 
Retreat.  That’s a good number for sure, but we need to 
get that number up to closer to 80 to support the event this 
year.  Doug Grissom is working this area for the event so 
please contact Doug and let him know what equipment 
you’ll be bringing along.  We also need grinders with 
sharpening jigs and extra lathe stands – things like Wood-
mates and similar sized machine stands. 
 
Last and certainly not least is the board election.  Check 
out Tom Enloe’s article for the details (page 3).  Being on 
the board is a rewarding experience along with a good 
amount of work.  Please vote and show your support for 
those who have stepped up to provide the guidance for 
bringing together all the events and activities of the club.  
Someone recently made the comment that just about eve-
rything we do is top notch and seems to come off effort-
lessly.  That’s a good sign the board is on top of things 
AND that we have some great volunteers to help make 
things happen. 
 
Don’t forget to make your way over to the Houston Center 
for Contemporary Craft to check out the exhibit Texas 
Turned:  Gulf Coast Woodturners located in the Artist’s 
Hall exhibit space.  With some luck, John Van Domelen 
might have a few of the exhibit catalogues at the picnic as 
well. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at the picnic and many of 
you at the Retreat. 
 
Keep turning, have fun, and stay safe, 

 
George 

April Meeting Program 
 

By Steve LeGrue 
 
In an effort to entertain turners and non-turners alike, we will have some activities at the picnic this year. A set of horse-
shoes will be there for anyone wishing to demonstrate their prowess at this pastime. We will also be trying something 
new this year: a turning challenge. We plan to have a modified egg-cup race, somewhat different from what some of 
you are familiar with from the Provo symposia. We will have 2 minis fitted with chucks, and you will turn an eggcup as 
fast as possible. The eggcup must hold an egg, which means it should have a cup big enough for a standard chicken 
egg , a short stem and a base. Bring your gouges and a parting tool, we will provide the 2x2x5” blanks. 

Continued from page 1 
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Election 
 

By Tom Enloe 
VOTE-VOTE-VOTE 
 

Depending on how you receive your newsletter, each mem-
ber should receive a separate e-mail or snail mail containing 
a ballot for the GCWA board.  Please go ahead and return it 
by email or print it (must be signed) and mail it quickly back to 
Mack so he can get started on the counting.  If necessary, he 
will be accepting signed ballots at the picnic.   
 
Again this year, there is only one candidate for each position 
but it is still important that we receive a large vote count to 
avoid future complications and remember write-in votes are 
OK.  The candidates are: 

President *Steve LeGrue 
Vice president *Dave Barziza 
Treasurer *Jim Keller 
Secretary *John Van Domelen 
Board *George Kabacinski 
Board Randall Hassig 
Board Ed Peine 
Board Bruno Wesolek 
Board Derek Powers 

*Returning board members 

 
HANDS-ON woodturning lessons by Jim Keller at 
Foxfire Studios.  You pick the subject; learn with my 
tools or yours.  Oneway 2430 and Jet 1642 lathes 
available. Rates- 8 hour lesson, one person 
$135.00, lunch included, add a second person for 
$75.00.  4 hour lesson, one person $65.00, two for 
$40.00. Call 281-467-2866 for info. 
 
For Sale - Genuine Ruth Niles bottle stoppers.  
These are the screw in type (#301).  $5.20/ea in 
quantity of 5 or more.  These were purchased in bulk 
directly from Ruth Niles at SWAT.  Contact George 
at 
CL23313@gmail.com 
 
For sale: (1) Cabinet Saw - $700.00, Delta, 10" with 
30" extension table Unifence, 2 hp, 220 v single 
phase motor. Good condition, single owner.  (2) 
Thickness Planer - $600.00, Delta, DC 380, 15” 
wide, 5” thick. 3 hp, single 220 v single phase motor. 
Good condition, single owner. (3) Six-inch Jointer - 
$250.00, Rockwell, 1 hp, 110 v motor.  Decent con-
dition. Reconditioned by current owner.  Works very 
well.  Contact Brian Laing at 281-580-5381 (H), 
brian.laing@sbcglobal.net 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for 
the Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Tho-
mas Irven, will teach beginning to advanced partici-
pants turning in his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be 
individualized to your needs and tools will be avail-
able.  Learn box making multi-axis, spindle, and 
bowl turning and finishing.  Limited to 1 - 4 students.  
Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and information.  713-
666-6881  trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE: DELTA Ironbed 1440 14” wood lathe 
(With swivel headstock) 
Accessories:  

NOVA live center sys-
tem 

4-jaw Oneway chuck 
Chuck adapter 
Step jaws for chuck 
3 tool rests (small, large, 

curved) 
2 tool rest extensions for 

large bowl 
Set of DELTA turning tools (new) 

Asking $650.00 
Contact: Peter Oppermann @ 281-548-7695 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA Mem-

bers listed as a free service. 

Retreat Program 
 

By Andy Chen 
  

George Kabacinski first tried to appoint me the program 
chair for the spring retreat two years ago.  I respectfully de-
clined the draft for a variety of reasons and he took up the 
responsibility himself.  He tried to enlist me again last year but 
after the one he organized the year before, I wouldn’t dare to 
fit the shoe.  Well, George just wouldn’t give up.  When he 
approached me again this year, I just felt hard to say no to the 
third try.  Besides, I thought with my planned retirement this 
year, I would have more time to devote to this endeavor.  (Ha, 
was I wrong!)  After three months of e-mails, phone calls and 
personal contacts we finally got a program which you will find 
on page 6.  You will also find the registration form on page 7.  
The registration form is fillable: you can click on the item and 
start typing.  For choices, like skill level, you can just put your 
computer pointer on the box and click.  But, if you want to do 
it the old-fashioned way, you can still print out the blank form 
and fill it in by hand.  To help with your decision, class de-
scriptions can be found on the GCWA Web site. 
 

Putting the program together was made harder by the ab-
sence of a couple of usually reliable leaders who unfortu-
nately had prior commitments for that weekend.  Fortunately, I 
managed to enlist a couple of very capable “outsiders” to fill 
the void.  I want to thank all the instructors/demonstrators for 
their cooperation, and Tom Enloe’s assistance.  Every one of 
them nodded without hesitation when I approached them.  
That just made my job much easier and less stressful.  I can’t 
say enough to show my appreciation. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
Six new members joined GCWA at the March meeting 
and the Houston Woodworking Show. Welcome to:   
Mark Astilla, Micheal Hawkins, Andrew Rankin, Chris 
Jones, William Kelly, and Kenneth Redding. 
 
  

Retreat Registration 
By Lane Bradford 

 
The Tool Show is over and Spring is in the air, and that 
means it's Retreat time! 
 

The Gulf Coast Woodturners Association's annual spring 
retreat is upon us once again, bigger and better than ever 
before! 
 

In this Newsletter you will find a description of all the vari-
ous hands-on classes and their requirements (skill level, 
tools & wood).  Just like last year, some of these classes 
may require an additional fee for materials.  These extra 
fees are paid directly to the instructor on the day of your 
class.  DO NOT include these extra fees with your registra-
tion fees!  Also included in this Newsletter is the schedule 
of all classes for both Saturday and Sunday.  Finally in-
cluded is the registration form itself.  You can bring your 
completed form and your check to this month's Picnic or 
you can mail the completed form and your check to Lane 
Bradford, 285 Ridge Lake Dr. Montgomery, TX 77316.  
 

As in the past, all classes will be filled on a first come ba-
sis.  I can not hold a class spot for you unless I have your 
completed registration form and your registration money. 
 

For those of you who are new to the GCWA, or to our re-
treats let me explain how things will work.  Within the next 
three weeks many of the classes will probably be filled.  
Don't wait to register at the door, because by then most of 
the classes will be filled.  New turners will have their own 
program for the entire retreat, with very close instructions 
from the clubs more experienced turners and if you don't 
have tools some will be available for your use.  You will 
need to bring your own eye or face protection. 
 

You need to be very honest with yourself and us about 
your turning skills when you sign up for any class.  If you 
mark yourself as a Basic or Intermediate, then you will not 
be put into Advanced classes.  For those not taking the 
New Turner Classes, the registration form asks for your 
three top choices for each class period.  Fill in all three!  If 
you only give us one or even two choices and these 
classes are full you may not get into a class during that 
period.  If we have trouble with anything on your registra-
tion form we will do our best to contact you via e-mail or 
phone. 

 
 President’s Challenge 
Having a second hobby in clock repair and having 
asked for a working timepiece exchange for the March 
meeting I could hardly show up without an entry.  But 
honestly, it was pretty late in the week before I was out 
turning a small wall clock for the exchange.  The impor-
tant thing is that I did get an entry into the exchange 
AND I ended up taking home a great little desk clock 
made by Stacie Grange.  I really enjoy the exchange 
challenges. 
 
For the picnic it’s now become a tradition to have Weird 
Turnings as the challenge topic and why mess with a 
good thing?  There are no rules, no limits, just plain fun.  
So let’s plan to build on that theme and come up with 
something way out there for April. 
 
May is our annual retreat and no President’s Challenge 
although there will certainly be plenty to see and do.  
We will, of course, have a member gallery.  There is no 
judging at this event either.  So bring along the work 
you’d like to display for others to see, whether it’s been 
in a previous show and tell or not. 
 
Rather than leave our next President hanging in the 
first month on the job I’m going to put out the call for 
the June Challenge / Exchange.  Let’s go for a vase.  
I’m not going to be very specific because I’d like to see 
how many members we can get into action on this.  
This could be as simple as a weed pot (no, not the 
smoking stuff!) for new turners all the way up the scale 
to an elaborate artistic creation.  Just get involved.  
Turn a piece, enter it into the Exchange and go home 
with a nice turning from a fellow GCWA member. 

Retreat Equipment 
 

By Doug Grissom 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who have 
volunteered the use of their lathes at the retreat.  We are 
still in need of a few lathes, so if you have been procrasti-
nating notifying me that we can use your lathe, now is the 
time to take care of that chore. Send an e-mail to me at 
douglas.grissom@att.net .  Include the make and model of 

the lathe, stand available and accessories available. 
 
I would like to remind all to mark their lathe and equipment 
with their name and/or identifying mark so we can make 
sure that everyone gets all their equipment at the end of 
the retreat.  The same goes for your gouges even though 
you will be taking them with you from class to class.  
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Retreat News! 
 

By George Kabacinski 
 
 
 
Retreat Fees and Age Limit 
 

The GCWA board has taken up the question of an age 
limit for the retreat.  The new policy is that children starting 
at age 10 may be registered to participate in classes at the 
Retreat provided they are accompanied by a parent or 
adult guardian at all times while the minor is using any 
machine.  The parent or adult guardian assumes all re-
sponsibility for the safe operation of the equipment and 
the safety of the minor participant.  This will apply to all 
participants ages 10 – 18.  The minimum age policy is in 
line with that used at the AAW Symposium for the youth 
education program. 
 

Registration fees for the Retreat will continue to be $45 for 
advanced registrations which will close approximately one 
week prior to the event.  The class registration fee is per 
person and includes a catered lunch each day.  On-site 
registration will be $55 for class participants.  Lunch is 
included for those using on-site registration based on 
availability and is not guaranteed.  We will also continue to 
offer a spouse/guest rate of $25.  This applies to individu-
als who will attend the event but will not be involved in any 
of the classes.  This essentially covers the cost of the ca-
tered lunches. 
 

Once again this year you will see some classes with a 
small “materials fee”.   This is to cover the costs of special 
woods and other components required for the class and 
supplied by the instructor.  Please do NOT submit material 
fees with your registration.  Instead be prepared to settle 
up with the instructor at the time of the class.  Cash is al-
ways a good choice here.  The instructors put a good deal 
of time and effort in preparing projects and class lessons.  
This policy allows them to recoup the out of pocket costs 
directly related to a specific class. 
 
Try A Tool – Bring A Tool 
 

This will be a new informal activity this year on Saturday 
starting at 5:00 following the afternoon class session.  If 

you own a new, unusual or perplexing tool or jig bring it 
along to the Retreat.  We’ll have a designated area for 
folks to gather and experiment.  Knowing that we have a 
few ‘tool junkies’ and some very creative minds with an 
engineering bent we surely will have some interesting 
tools and jigs to discuss and road test. 
 
Silent Auction 
 

This year’s event will include a small silent auction.  While 
the number of items will not overwhelm anyone, the size 
and quality just might.  We’ll have works by renowned 
turner and wood artists Binh Pho and Jimmy Clewes.   
We’ll also have a turning the club won at SWAT last year 
with a raffle a ticket donated to the club.   In addition we’ll 
have a lightly used Grizzly G1495 lathe donated by one of 
our club members.  You can even try-before-you-bid as 
the lathe will be located in one of the class areas for use 
at the retreat!  We’re still collecting items for the Silent 
Auction so it’s likely that we’ll have a few more bidding 
opportunities as well. 
 
Sweet Treats 
 

Start to think about the ‘extras’ that show up on the food 
tables at the event each year.  I’ll handle thinking about 
consumption, you can handle thinking about what to bring!  
Seriously, it’s always great to take a break and have a 
quick snack/sugar fix when the urge hits and all the great 
home-made and commercial treats are greatly appreci-
ated.  This is part of what makes the retreat so affordable 
and allows the club to keep the registration costs so low. 
 
Reggie Returns!! 
 

Reggie Keith has been a big part of the Retreat crew for 
the past several years making sure we had all the equip-
ment lined up.  For this year that baton, or lathe list as the 
case may be, was turned over to Doug Grissom.  How-
ever, on another front we had a situation arise and needed 
to have someone step in and help out; so Reggie is back 
on the scene.  Our new Raffle King, John Van Domelen, 
had to step aside to address an upcoming move and his 
work hours.  Reggie has graciously agreed to step in, fi-
nalize the raffle item procurement and run the raffle and 
silent auction.  Welcome back Reggie! 

Picnic Food 
 

by Tom Enloe 
 
As in previous years, the club is providing the BBQ, the 
napkins and the ice. 
 
We need members to bring the following as determined 
by first letter of the last name: 
 

A thru E: Drinks - water, diet Coke, diet Dr. Pepper, 
etc. 

F thru K: Desserts - cakes, pies, cobblers, etc. 
L thru N: Condiments - bread, chips, dips, pickles, etc. 
O thru P: Potato salad 
Q thru S: Salads - garden, coleslaw, pasta, etc. 
T thru Z: Beans, other veggies, or cut up fruit 

 
Crock pots etc are fine as we have multiple outlets this 
year. 
 
See you and the family at the picnic! 
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Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
The Cutting Edge: http://www.cuttingedgetools.com 
Craft Supply: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 
Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: gcwa@swbell.net 
GCWA Websites: 

www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
http://jhanley.us 

Program Chair 
Tom Enloe 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to Mack DeBose, 11535 
Clover Lane Ct,  Houston, TX, 
77066-3816. Make your check 
payable to GCWA or Gulf Coast 
Woodturners Assn. 
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