
PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

The famous spring retreat has come and gone.  If you 
missed it, it’s your own fault.  I can’t even begin to list the 
dozens of people it takes to pull something like this off, 
but I can tell you that George Kabacinski was the project 
manager that this requires.  Great job George, and a big 
thanks to everyone who made it possible.  We even made 
some money on the raffle and silent auction.  So it was all 
good. 
 

Remember that the annual SWAT symposium is just 
around the corner.  Great rotations and good friends.  It is 
in beautiful Waco this year, August 27-29.  We have been 
given 2 free passes, and I am currently collecting applica-
tions for this grant.  If you or another member deserves to 
win the passes, please spell out in a few short paragraphs 
why you should be chosen.  Maybe you have technical or 
artistic reasons, or maybe your Aunt Maude lives in 
Waco.  The board has decided to augment these passes 
with $100 to cover your expenses.  So this is a $225 
value.  Get those applications to me by July 1, and I will 
announce the winners in the July newsletter. 
 

Speaking of SWAT, we need some help getting our A/V 
system up to Waco on the Thursday before the sympo-
sium.  If you are going up early and have some room in 
your van or covered truck, please let me know.  We will 
be hosting a room again this year, so we need your help 
as a room host.  This involves helping the demonstrator 
and switching the cameras during the demo.  SWAT will 
have students to actually run the cameras, so you will 
have the best seat in the house. We will be hosting James 
Johnson, Kurt Bird and Molly Winton.  Please contact me 
(Steve) if you will be able to help. 
 

Mike Hosaluk will be here in November to give a club 
demo and several hands-on workshops.  Tentative dates 
are November 20-24, but this puts us right up against 
Thanksgiving.  Would you prefer to have the meeting and 
hands-on sessions the preceding week?  Let me know. 
 

Our web forum is a valuable but under-utilized asset.  
John van Domelen has been our administrator for a few 
years, but he could sure use some help.  If you have any 
skills in maintaining bulletin boards or knowledge of the 
languages used, please contact John.  Please note that 
the member’s map is gone from the site, but a member-
ship list will be available, so you can contact other mem-
bers.  As for anyone who wants to ‘opt-out’ of having their 
name and address listed here or anywhere else, let me 
know.  I mentioned this at a meeting a few months ago 

and have not had anyone opt-out yet.  If we are contacted 
by vendors that want to trade goods for our list, we will be 
providing it in the future. 
 

The AAW is hosting a Chapter Challenge show at the St. 
Paul symposium in 2011.  Go to their website to get spe-
cific instructions.  The short story is that one piece from 
each club will be accepted, as evidence of the club’s best 
work.  The piece must fit into an 8” cube and not weigh 
more than 3 pounds. It must be for sale and it must be 
able to travel for a year or more. I understand that the 
piece can be by a single artist or it can be collaboration.  
Judging will be at the January meeting.  So get started.  
Actually, I don’t think it has to be current work, so if you 
made a masterpiece a few years ago, get it out of the 
china cabinet and submit it.  If you have a couple you 
think qualify, bring them all.  Just be reasonable and don’t 
bring in your last 2 years’ production. 
 

The national AAW symposium is in Hartford CT over the 
same weekend as our meeting, so for those of you going, 
have a great time and report back what wonders you have 
beheld.  If you are not going to AAW, come enjoy Tom 
Enloe explain how he treaded those bug sprayers that 
won the President’s Collaborative Challenge. 
 

Did you see the nice write-up of Luna Ford that was in 
the most recent AAW Journal?  Jim Keller did a very nice 
job of explaining why Luna is a treasure for this club, and 
why he deserves wider fame as a woodturning teacher 
and mentor. 
 

Bill Berry is in the hospital recovering from bypass sur-
gery.  Our thoughts go out to Bill, and I hope he will be 
standing in shavings before too long. 
 
 

Steve LeGrue 
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Hands-on woodturning lessons 
by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  
You pick the subject; learn with 
my tools or yours.  Oneway 2436 
and Jet 1642 lathes avail.  Rates- 
8 hour lesson, one person 
$135.00, lunch included, add a 
second person for $75.00.  4 
hour lesson, one person $65.00, 
two for $40.00. 
Call 281-467-2866 for info. 

INSTRUCTION: Current wood-
turning instructor for the Houston 
Center for Contemporary Craft, 
Thomas Irven, will teach begin-
ning to advanced participants 
turning in 
his Bellaire Studio. Classes will 
be individualized to your needs 
and tools will be available. Learn 
box making multi-axis, spindle, 
and bowl turning and finishing. 
Limited 
to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail 
Tom for pricing and information. 
713-666-6881. 
trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE: Olivewood Pen 
Blanks (3/4” x3/4” x 5”) - $3.25 
each. Have about 100. Olive-
wood Turning Blanks (1” x 1” x 
6”) - $5.00 each. Have about 40.  
Douglas Grissom, 281-844-4397 
(M), douglas.grissom@att.net 
 
FOR SALE: Wood turning KITS, 
Toothpick/Secret compartment 
key ring kits (50+) $2.00 each. 
Bracelet Helper kits $3.00 each. 
Gemini Pen kits $3.00 each. As-
sortment of Diamondwood Pen 
blanks $2.00 each. See Ron Day 
at June & July GCWA meetings 
or contact at ron-
day@suddenlink.net 979-775-
3565 (home). 

CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

Woodturning related items of 
interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

Silence is Golden 
By George Kabacinski 

 
Or so they say anyway.  I’ve often wondered who “they” are.  My mother is always 
good for telling me something with the prefix of “they say”.  I ask her who exactly 
are “they” and that typically gets the conversation going in a different direction and 
I successfully avoid a correction speech on the topic we started with.  At any rate, 
I digress so back to the topic here. 
 

For the past two years we’ve included a Silent Auction in the Retreat.  The benefit 
is multifaceted, much like my tool bevels.  The Silent Auction provides GCWA 
members an opportunity to add to their collection of wood art while supporting the 
club.  It also provides additional revenue for the club to operate with.  And, it is 
intended to be a fun activity.  So, how has it been going?  Well the jury is still out 
on that and the Board will need to determine if we continue down this path at fu-
ture Retreat events, at some other time of the year, or not at all. 
 

For 2010 we exceeded our target revenue a bit for the Silent Auction.  At the 
same time the number and quality of the pieces donated should have brought a 
much higher level of revenue, even at wholesale.  So it’s a mixed bag.  We did 
well compared to target and missed compared to potential. 
 

Our first attempt at the Retreat Silent Auction based on member pieces was in 
2009.  To get things started the revenue was split 50/50 between the artist and 
the club.  Some of the artist allowed the club to keep the full proceeds that year.  
So for 2010 we sought out purely donated pieces and club benefitted from the full 
revenue.  We would like to applaud the members who donated works to this 
year’s Silent Auction: 
 

 
 

Thank you for the donations to GCWA and for the opportunity to acquire 
your work!!! 

John Horn 
Tom Irven 
John Van Domelen 
Bill Pottorf 
Dave Barziza 
Marty Kaminsky 
Don Fluker 
Luna Ford 
Ed Peine 

MEMBERSHIP 
Jim Morgan and Howard Starwalt joined the club in the past month. Welcome 
aboard guys. 

Lathes for Spring Retreat 
 

By Doug Grissom 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to give a big thank you for everyone who fur-
nished a lathe, sharpening system, drill press and/or any other piece of equipment 
for use at the retreat.  Without everyone doing a little, the retreat would not be the 
tremendous success that it is. 
Again let me say THANKS.      
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Chapter Sage: Luna Ford 
Reprinted from American Woodturner, Vol 25, No 3, 

2010, with permission 
By Jim Keller 

 

My first memory of the Gulf Coast Woodturners Associa-
tion (GCWA) was attending a demonstration by Luna Ford 
on finishing in May 1991. I have continued to learn from 
Luna, as have many others in our local chapter. 
 

Luna’s love for 
woodworking 
started early; 
every time his fa-
ther laid down his 
hammer, Luna 
picked it up. His 
first exposure to 
woodturning in-
struction was in 
high school wood-
shop class where 
he turned legs for 
a nightstand. 
 

In 1987, Luna was 
introduced to face-
plate work and 
turning green 
wood. The follow-
ing year, he joined 
the GCWA four months after it was formed. His enthusias-
tic support of the club was evident; he was elected the 
club’s second president. 
 

Early on, Archie Harcoff and Paul Karback influenced 
Luna to develop skills for turning natural-edged bowls and 

hollow forms. Luna also credits Dale Nish and David Ells-
worth for design inspiration. 
 

As Luna became more proficient at woodturning, he be-
gan demonstrating for our club. I benefited from one of his 
early demonstrations on using a bowl gouge, which he 
followed up with hands-on guidance. Countless other club 
members have had similar experiences. As my interest 
turned to hollow forms, Luna again came forward to help 
me make my own hollowing tools. 
 

Over the years, Luna has displayed his work in several 
galleries. Recently he amazed and challenged us with the 
creation of miniature goblets. It is obvious that Luna truly 
enjoys passing on his turning knowledge. He says his re-
ward is learning from those he has taught. When asked 
what advice he would give to a beginner, Luna doesn’t 
hesitate, “Get a green piece of wood, put it between cen-
ters and practice with every tool you have. Don’t try to 
make anything, just turn wood away making shavings. 
When you have learned to use the tools, then start a pro-
ject and have fun.” 
 

On February 20,1999, the GCWA presented Luna with 
the first annual Luna Ford Award, in recognition for his 
unending dedication to sharing his knowledge of wood-
turning skills with the club. Unending dedication is an apt 
description of Luna. Unselfish could also be added. Luna 
is one of GCWA’s mentors and he is never too busy to 
help a member who has a question or needs help solving 
a problem. He is especially supportive of those who are 
just learning to turn. 
 

In January 2010, the GCWA awarded Luna a lifetime 
membership in the club, the only person to have been so 
honored. Luna, the past and present members of GCWA 
thank you from the bottom of our hearts; we have bene-
fited greatly from your teaching and support. 

Back to School 
By George Kabacinski 

 

Summer in Houston is HOT!  Some students even cherish 
the idea of getting back into an air conditioned classroom 
– ok not too many, but a few at least, I think, maybe, well 
never mind.  The point here is that GCWA classes will 
start in the fall as well.  The idea is to have several local 
classes each year being taught by our own members.  We 
have a lot of talent in the club and a lot of folks who enjoy 
learning new techniques and expanding their skills.  That 
sounds like a perfect match. 
 

The first class in this new series will be led by Paula Hay-
mond.  Paula will expand on her class from the Retreat 
and make it a full day (approx 6 hours).  Paula will cover 
much of the same material, but she will have more time to 
spend with the students and be able to get into greater 
details on some of the material.  If you missed it, here’s 
Paula’s class description from the Retreat: 
 

… students will create a small thin wall platter, learn to 
measure for a thickness suitable for piercing, learn 

three methods of design transfer to the patter and 
pierce a simple design on the platter.  Students will 
have an opportunity to try out a Ram 45 mircomotor 
carver, Proxxon mini grinder with Kutzall cutters, Ar-
bortech mini grinder, Arbortech power carver, Power-
craft air turbine carver, Sorby texturing and spiral tool.  
Suggested tools include personal safety equipment 
(dust mask, eye protection, ear protection, carving 
apron or safety gloves if using palm carving tools etc) 
gouge, scraper, parting, honing file carving tools such 
as the dockyard, Ramelson palm tools, flexcut tools, 
flexible shaft rotary grinder with collet for 1/16 and 3/32 
and 1/8 burrs, Also bring any power carving burrs you 
have and have not figured out how to use successfully. 
Several units will be available, including Sorby Textur-
ing tools or other texturing tools you would like to learn 
to work with more effectively. 

 

The class will be held at George Kabacinski’s shop in Cy-
press (US 290/Fry Road).  The class will be limited to six 
(6) students and will have a cost of $35 (payable to 
GCWA) plus a materials fee which is still to be deter-
mined.  If you would like to sign up class please contact 

Continued on page 4 
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Retreat Lost & Found 
By George Kabacinski 

 

There are just a few items reported Lost and/or Found from the Retreat.  If you are missing something you brought to 
the Retreat or have found something that isn’t yours please contact George Kabacinski to get things straightened 
around.  Here’s the latest list from the Forum. 
 

 
 

If you have resolved any of the above items please let George know so that our tracker can be updated. 
 

Please be sure to unpack and check your inventory of tools by mid-July.   We need to clean up all the lost and found 
items by the end of July. 

Lost / 
Found Item Item Description Owner Date 

Reported 
Lost Outside calipers 6", marked with DA on one leg Dennis April 23-Apr-2010 

Lost Power Strip 
Off-white, marked with initals 
DRG, last seen around the 
sharpening station area 

Douglas 
Grissom 24-Apr-2010 

Lost Scraper 

Henry Taylor  with a brown han-
dle, 1" wide and fairly thick  Raf-
fan scraper with a french curve 
on the end 

Tom Irven 25-Apr-2010 

Lost Live Center Point 
Rikon lathe live center point (a 
Jet mini live center point does 
not fit.) 

Bill Lewis 25-Apr-2010 

Lost Scraper 
Henry Taylor  with black handle, 
had Ron Day's name marked on 
blue tape around the handle. 

Ron Day 26-Apr-2010 

          

Found Skew Please contact George if you've 
lost one.   25-Apr-2010 

Found Scraper Henry Taylor scrapper with black 
handle.   26-Apr-2010 

Found Custom Tool Modified painters tool   23-Apr-2010 

George directly.  Paula’s class had a good deal of interest 
at the Retreat and received very favorable student survey 
results.  This class is sure to fill up quickly. 
 

If you have ideas for a class you would like to see GCWA 
sponsor please send along your input for class topics and 
preferred instructors.  Also, if you have a space large 
enough to host a class and would be willing to do so, 
please let us know.  The space must be able to accommo-
date six to seven mini lathes, be air conditioned (in the 

HOT Houston summer) and have rest room facilities avail-
able. 
 

Just a bit on the class fee – these classes are structured to 
be self supporting.  All the costs of running the classes are 
coming from student fees.  Material fees will cover the in-
structors direct cost for providing students with the materi-
als and supplies needed for the class.  So, go to your e-
mail and write us a note – register for this class, tell us 
what classes you would like, and let us know if you have a 
space to host a class. 

Continued from page 3 

It Was a Very Good Year …. 
By George Kabacinski 

 

As Sinatra would have sung out … it was a very good 
year.  At least as far as the 2010 GCWA Retreat goes, or 
went as the case may be.  Overall it was a very successful 
event.  Mid way through a lathe count was done and we 
had 80 lathes operating!!  That’s really amazing when you 
sit down and think about it.  Sure, it includes several multi-
ple quantities of lathes from Woodcraft, Rockler, and 

Houston Center for Contemporary Crafts, but the vast ma-
jority comes from individual members bringing in their own 
lathes for the event.  We even had several members pro-
vide lathes even though they were not able to attend the 
retreat this year. 
 
Speaking of attendance, we once again exceeded 110 
participants.  Additionally, the number of on-site registra-
tions continues to decline from year to year.  This is good 

Continued on page 5 
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because it says that more members are registering early.  
That provides a better opportunity to get into desired 
classes and it really helps in planning for the event.   
Things like catering have to be locked in prior to the event 
so having a good headcount in advance is a definite plus 
– thanks for registering early! 
 
Everyone is probably well aware that pulling this off each 
year is quite a feat.  It takes a lot of folks and a lot of vol-
unteer hours to make it all come together.   This year I 
made a serious effort to track all the volunteers, at least 
prior to the event.  The number is 60.  That’s a bunch of 
people!  And part of what brings it all together are the 
team leads.  They are the ones who do the organizing, 
thrashing through the brush to get the volunteers lined up, 
and making sure everyone knows what needs to be done 
and when.  The talented and committed group leading the 
2010 event were: 
 

• Audio / Visual – Tom Irven 
• Catering – George Kabacinski 

• Equipment –  Doug Grissom 
• Facilities Setup – Jonathan Bartz 
• Food – Andy Anderson & Ron Day 
• Instant Gallery / Public Area – Gene and Ilene 

Bradley 
• Programs – Tom Enloe 
• Raffle -  Paula Haymond & Reggie Keith 
• Registration – Ben Gray & Ed Peine 
• Silent Auction – Paula Haymond 
• Turning Fundamentals – Steve LeGrue 
• Wood – Dave Barziza 
Event Chair – George Kabacinski 

 

Each of the team leads have story of time, effort, and 
sometimes frustration involved in making the Retreat a 
success.  But the common thread is they all do it to give 
back to GCWA and to provide a great annual event for the 
membership. 
 

Thanks to all the volunteers!!! 

Continued from page 4 

We Appreciate Our Supporters 
By George Kabacinski 

 

A good number of vendors have supported GCWA over the years.  This is especially true for the 2010 Retreat Raffle.  
Here’s a list of the vendors and individuals who contributed to the raffle this year: 
 

Rockler 
Woodcraft 
Hut Products 
Packard Woodworks 
Craft Supplies USA 
Reggie Keith 
John King 
Kirk DeHeer 
Steve LeGrue 
George Kabacinski 

 
I’m sure I’ve missed a couple of the benefactors and I’ll be sure to include them in our next issue. 
 
When buying equipment, tools and supplies there are a lot of choices of who to do business with.  Please support the 
companies that support GCWA and please let them know that we appreciate their support as well. 

2011 GCWA Spring Retreat Dates Reserved 
By George Kabacinski 

 

Yes, that's right - the 2011 dates have been reserved at the Montgomery County Fairgrounds.  Flip forward a few 
months on your calendar and pencil in the dates of May 21 and May 22 for the 2011 Retreat.  Hey, it's never too early 
to get started on planning for the next event and at least this way no one can say they didn't get enough notice on the 
dates!! 
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Snapshots from the Spring Retreat 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford --------- - (281) 476-4159 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
If you would like to have one of 
these individuals talk with you about 
a particular piece, feel free to bring 
it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Dale Barrack & Ric Taylor 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 
June 19, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM - 

noon ~ Demonstrator, Tom Enloe 
Location: Bayland Community Center, Houston, TX 
 
June 18-20, 2010 ~ AAW Symposium ~ Hartford, CT 

( More information at: www.woodturner.org/sym/
sym2010/ )  

 
July 5, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ 7:00 PM ~ TBD 
 
July 17, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM - 

noon  Location: TBD 
 
August 9, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ 7:00 PM 
 
August 21, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM - 

noon 
Location: Bayland Community Center, Houston, TX 
 
August 27-29, 2010 ~ SWAT Annual Symposium, 

Waco, TX 
 
September 7, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ 7:00 PM 
 
September 18, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 

AM - noon  
Location: Mercer Arboretum  
 
October 14, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ 7:00 PM 
 
October 16, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM 

- noon TBA 
 
November 8, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ 7:00 PM 
 
November 20, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 

AM - noon  
Location: Foxfire Studios 
 
December 6, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ 7:00 PM 
 
December 18, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 

AM - noon  
Location: Bayland Community Center, Houston, TX 

June Meeting 
 

June Meeting Program 
Bug sprayer by Tom Enloe 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Steve LeGrue - President 

(832) 496-0040 cell 
slegrue@comcast.net 

 

Dave Barziza - Vice President/ 
Judging 
(713) 661-5941 
davebarziza@yahoo.com 
 

Ed Peine - Secretary 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 

 

Jim Keller—Treasurer 
(281) 467-2866 
jimkeller.foxfire@comcast.net 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
LaneBradford@eaton.com 

 

Derek Powers - Board Member 
(832) 444-2470 
derekpowers@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 
 

Ben Gray - Board Member 
(281) 859-3132 
BenG@rigidbuilding.com 

 

Chris Roth - Board Member 
(713) 444-5619 
rothcf@earthlink.net 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Direc-
tor 
(281) 358-8529 
 

John Van Domelen - Website Technical 
Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Andy Chen—Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Bayland Community Center 
6400 Bissonnet, Houston, TX 77074 

Bayland 
Comm Ctr 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supply: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: gcwa@swbell.net 
GCWA Websites: 

www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Steve LeGrue 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to Jim Keller, 105 S. 2nd 
Street, Richmond, TX 77406.  Make 
your check payable to GCWA or 
Gulf Coast Woodturners Assn. 
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