
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
Well the dog days of summer are here, time to turn on the 
fan and gin up the lathe.  There is the theory that sawdust 
sticks to you better when the temperature is above 100 
degrees.  Do not know if this is true but I do intend to do 
some serious research during July.  I will report on the 
results.  It appeared that the June meeting at Bayland 
was a success.  As you know this was my first meeting as 
president and I was a little nervous.  I made it a point to 
arrive an hour early so I could start setting up the room 
and found about 20 people there already hard at work and 
the coffee brewing.  Thanks!! 
 
In our June meeting we introduced two new items, the 
sign-in sheet and the morbidity round.  It is not really an 
official sign-in sheet, it is the poster displaying the sched-
ule and announcing the demonstrator for the meeting.  
We ask that everyone attending sign somewhere on the 
poster (you can even draw a happy face).  At the end of 
the meeting the poster is given to the demonstrator as a 
memento and to show our thanks.  Last month’s demon-
strator was Dennis Ford and I have in on good authority 
that his poster is already hanging on the shop wall.  So do 
not forget to sign in!  The morbidity round was conducted 
by our own Jonathon Bartz, who did a great job of ex-
plaining why my fancy live center ceased to be live and 
what could be done to rejuvenate it.  I would like to in-
clude more items like this, say a 10 to 15 minute demon-
stration or explanation of how something works or how to 
fix or tune up a tool (e.g. how do you replace a belt on the 
lathe?).  If you have ideas please let me know I will do my 
best to include them. 
 
The 2011 AAW symposium is now history and I under-
stand that at least 6 of our members made it.  Maybe 
someday it will be closer to Houston and I can attend.  
The 2012 symposium is scheduled for San Jose, CA and 
the 2013 for Atlanta, GA.  There was some discussion of 
Houston in 2014 but from what I can gather this is down 
the list a ways.  We will see what transpires and try to 
keep everyone informed.  
 
The July meeting is set for 16 July at Memorial Drive 
Presbyterian Church. The demonstrator will be Mr. Steve 
LeGrue who will explore the use of color and texture to 
enhance turned vessels.  I saw Steve doing some of this 
at the recent John Jordon class.  I am sure Steve will 
share the results of his research and experience. 
 

The big item on the horizon is 2011 SWAT that will take 
place at the Waco Convention Center in Waco, TX from 
26 to 28 August.  You have to register prior to 26 July 
2011 to be eligible for early registration raffle drawing. 
They will draw for three prizes of Vendor Money ($250, 
$150, and $100) to be used at the Symposium.  Registra-
tion includes the lunch on all 3 days.  GCWA’s represen-
tative to SWAT this year is Tom Enloe.  Tom will be look-
ing for a few good people to transport, set-up and tend the 
AV equipment.  Currently we are transporting the AV 
equipment in a small (4-ft x 6-ft) trailer which can be 
pulled with any size automobile that is equipped with a 
trailer hitch.  Please contact Tom if you are will to help out 
– remember the camera operator has the best seat in the 
house!  Also Don Fluker and Greg Gonsalves will be 
transporting and setting up the lathes for the hands-on 
area.  This is always well received and a fun place to visit.  
Don and Greg always have fun and it is contagious. 
 
We are in need of helpers for committee activities includ-
ing meeting refreshments, meeting locations, and mem-
bership and I am sure that other committees would wel-
come your involvement.  If you would like to serve on any 
of these committees please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Happy turning!! 

 
Reggie Keith 
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Board Feet 
 

By Lane Bradford 
 
This is my second installment, and hopefully not my last, 
on the nocturnal goings on of your elected Board Mem-
bers who are working hard on their own time to represent 
you. 
 
The Board Meeting was held on July 5th (Tuesday) be-
cause of the holiday and was started promptly at 7 PM by 
our President, Reggie. 
 
Jim Keller, our Treasurer, reported that after at least 9 
years we are finally getting close to filing our paperwork 
with the IRS for 501(c)(3) tax exemption status.  This has 
been an extremely difficult task for the last several Boards 
and had made us wonder with all the effort put into it if the 
results would be rewarding to GCWA or not.  We are get-
ting very close to finding out.  Hopefully before this year is 
over we should know. 
 
The Membership has spoken and GCWA will have an 
annual picnic on October 15th.  Now we need volunteers 
to help organize this event.  If you are not asked to volun-
teer, would you please step forward and offer your help?  
Things don’t just happen; someone has to “herd the cats” 
so to speak. 
 
AAW, after several shop accidents in the last 12 months, 
is encouraging all affiliated clubs to stress safety at all 
their meetings and especially at all demos.  In that light, 
the Board has adopted a rule that even at our monthly 
meetings, the demonstrators should be AAW members in 
good standing (thus insured by AAW) and should wear a 
face shield during the demo at the lathe.  We are also go-
ing to bring back our floor standing shields to protect the 
audience. 
 

Another change to be noticed at our demonstrations will 
be the absence of the lighting and camera scaffolding.  
The Board has decided to replace this with a camera 
boom that hopefully will be easier to put up and transport.  
Be sure and let us know what you think of these changes.  
The Board is trying to make the AV equipment easier to 
operate, set up and transport.  We are also still looking for 
someone to “take charge” of our AV equipment at our 
monthly meetings. 
 
Speaking of “taking charge” of the AV equipment, you 
should find a perfect opportunity mentioned somewhere 
else in this Newsletter to try before you buy.  That is, we 
need a couple of people to volunteer to “take charge” of 
the AV equipment at SWAT: Transport, setup, take-down, 
etc.  We are offering FREE SWAT Admission as an en-
ticement. 
 
The Board is starting a discussion about a permanent 
meeting facility.  Perhaps we need to share with other 
craft clubs.  Do you have any ideas, suggestions or opin-
ions on this subject?  Speak up! 
 
Also, as a part of the GCWA stated objective to advance 
the art of woodturning to our local students, the Board is 
discussing the possibility of letting the U of H Architectural 
Design Shop (where we have some of our monthly meet-
ings) use the club’s Oneway for some predetermined time 
so that their students can have some experience on a top 
quality wood lathe and it’s not sitting in our storeroom un-
used.  There are several details, legal and otherwise that 
will need to be worked out before this comes to a Board 
vote.  So again, if you have an opinion, let a Board mem-
ber know what it is. 
 
Finally, we know there is someone out there just dying to 
step up and volunteer to be the 2012 Spring Retreat 
Chairman.  Ok, step up now!  Don’t hold back!  Don’t wait 
to be asked, and you definitely don’t want to wait till your 
“friends” volunteer you. 

INTERESTED IN SAVING 
MONEY? 

 
By Douglas Grissom 

 
Did I get your attention?  If you are interested in saving 
money on your woodturning purchases, then following are 
two easy ways to do that AND support the local stores 
that support GCWA at the same time. 
 
In no particular order, the first way to save money is to 
shop at Woodcraft.  When you check out, tell them that 
you are a member of GCWA and you get a 10% discount 
on most items.  They also have the Hardwood Club that 
gives you a coupon worth $10.00 toward hardwood pur-
chases when you have purchases totaling $100.00 of 
hardwood.  Woodcraft supports us by letting us use their 
classrooms and the use of their lathes at the retreat. 

Woodcraft has stores at 60 FM 1960 Rd. W., Houston 
(281-880-0045) and 11707 S. Sam Houston Pky. W., 
Houston (281-988-9449). 
 
The second way to save money is to shop at Rockler’s.  
They will also give you a 10% discount on most items 
when you tell them you are a member of GCWA and after 
a certain number of members shop there, they give 
GCWA a gift certificate to use as the club sees fit.  Rock-
ler supports the club with discounts on items we purchase 
for the monthly and retreat raffle.  Rockler is located at 
3265 Southwest Fwy, Houston (713-622-6567). 
 
Now all you have to do is go buy something and turn 
something for “Show and Tell”. 
 
Stay cool and turn safely. 

Continued on page 8 
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Member spotlight: 
Paul Millo, a behind the scenes 

master with the camera. 
By Jeff Kapche 

 
 
Paul Millo is one of the un-
sung heroes of the GCWA.  
If you are not familiar with 
Paul Millo, he volunteers 
his time at the monthly 
meetings to photograph the 
member gallery, which 
takes the entire meeting to 
finish.  Unfortunately for 
Paul, this means that he 
also misses the demo at 
each meeting.  However, 
you will never hear any 
complaints from Paul because he prefers to be working 
behind the scenes to help out the club instead of in the 
front giving a speech.  Paul’s humble personality also 
makes it hard to take compliments, and says he is his own 
worst critic of his work.  This does not thwart others from 
admiring his hard work. 
 
Paul’s dedication to his work is best complimented by 
Dale Barrack, who recruited Paul in June of 2007 to help 
him with photography.  Dale says, “Paul’s photography of 
members’ work is among the best available on AAW club 
sites - a claim I know to be true because I’ve visited every 
club site and personally viewed the various galleries 
posted.  It wasn’t until Paul volunteered that the club be-
gan to fully benefit from his photography skills, which 
have continued to improve over the time he’s been doing 
it.” 

 
Paul details the importance of his responsibility to the club 
by explaining how he wants to do justice to the members’ 
woodturning through his photography.  Paul said, “I try to 
do my best because the photos are on the internet for the 
world to see and I want a correct representation of the 
quality work from the members.  Unfortunately, it is hard 
to control lighting at the different locations of the meetings 
each month.” 
 
Despite these difficulties, 
Paul has earned the re-
spect of his peers, both 
from his humble profes-
sionalism and the quality 
work he artistically creates 
through photography. 
 
The first time I met Paul 
was at the 2010 retreat 
with my wife, who was in the beginner turning class.  My 
wife had learned by the second day that woodturning was 

harder than it looked and required more patience than she 
usually has with me.  Therefore, that Sunday afternoon 
she reached her frustration limit, and wanted the day to 
be over.  Paul was helping with the beginner’s class and 
came over to us just before lunch and tried to be suppor-
tive.  However, hunger and frustration are a bad combina-
tion for my wife, and Paul tried his best to change her de-
meanor.  In a grand gesture, Paul finished her piece she 
had given up on and brought it to her during lunch, proba-
bly sacrificing his lunch time.  My wife appreciated the 
gesture, and still remarks today about how great it was 
that Paul saved and finished the piece that she believed 
had been ruined.  The grace Paul showed that day is a 
testament to his character and is reflected in the quality of 
his work in photography and woodturning. 
 
Paul Millo did not start his career in photography or wood-
turning.  His career surprisingly enough was in law en-
forcement.  Paul retired from the Galveston Police Depart-
ment in 2003 and is currently working as a Court Security 
Officer at the Federal Courthouse in downtown Houston.  
Paul began woodworking in 1985, when his father gave 
him his old craftsman table saw, and Paul found enjoy-
ment with woodworking.  Paul would go out to the garage 
in the evenings after work at the police department and 
make things like bird houses, magazine racks, and other 
craft projects.  Paul was self-taught and became skillful 
enough to give away his craft projects as gifts or donate 
them to his church throughout the year for fund raisers.  
Paul continued to add 
woodworking tools to his 
garage in Galveston, and 
bought his first lathe in 
1991.  Paul describes his 
favorite tool as a David 
Ellsworth bowl gouge, 
and believes his best 
piece to be a salad bowl 
that he gave to his mother 
(photo, right). 

 
Paul was married in 1973 
to his high-school sweet-
heart, and was blessed 
with two daughters.  On 
Saturdays you might catch 
Paul with his wife and his 

friends listening to live blue-
grass music.  Paul likes to fin-
ish out the week on Sunday 
with church and NASCAR.  

When it comes to woodturning, Paul still enjoys turning 
salad bowls the most. 

 
Paul came to a crossroads in his woodworking career 
when his family moved to League City from Galveston in 

Continued on page 7 
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Diane and I were in St. Paul for a week to visit with rela-
tives and see a state which I have not been before.  We 
had a great time seeing long time memories for Diane, 
and new ones for me.  Our visit to Ramsey, MN was par-
ticularly nice for me as you 
can see below.  We had a 
great tour of the Landmark 
Center, the AAW Permanent 
Collection and offices as well 
as the Shubert Museum and 
Instrument Gallery.  The 
weather was exceptional for 
most of the time we were 
there with temperatures in the 70’s with some but not too 
much rain where we went. 
 

Talks and Demonstrations 

Todd Hoyer - Turning Crotches 

Todd’s work and presentation was very similar to that Jim Kel-
ler presented at SWAT last year.  He 
turns only very green crotches and is 

very care-
ful with 
natural 
bark 
edges and 
flexing.  
He uses rigid and round metal rings 
made from available materials and 
diameters to surround open vase 

wings to keep them from flexing and breaking.  He produces 
beautiful natural edge crotch vases and hollow forms. 
 

Hayley Smith – Color and Texture (Part 1 and 2) 

Session one covered Haley’s insights into her interpreta-
tion of wood art. She has a B.A. in Art Education from 
Wales, UK.  The turning, carving and embellishment ei-
ther make or break a piece and she takes long strides to 
prevent breakage.  Design and pre planning work are of 
utmost importance to her as is the application and timing 
of when and how to embellish. 
 
Session two covered modes of embellishment, carving 
and bleaching.  She covered modes of protection of adja-
cent areas in her use of 2 part Klean-Strip bleach.  She 
uses burrs obtained from Rio Grande Jewelers Supply for 
texturing, because they are cheaper in bulk from that 
source and can be thrown away without worrying.  She 
uses wood that is neutral in color and grain so that the 
wood itself does not interfere with her design concept.  
She wants design elements to be balanced to create a 
harmonious whole. 

Graeme Priddle 

Vessels of the South Pacific 

Graeme is one of the fore-
most wood artists from New 
Zealand. Graeme was born 
in NZ and his wood art is of 
the Maori Influence.  He 
demonstrated several 
pieces with his South Pa-
cific Style.  His Maori Mask 
Vessel is one of his fore-
most works of artistic endeavors, winning several interna-
tional awards.  His presentations are humorous and he 
definitely has the accent to go along with his presenta-
tions.  Below is one of the demonstration pieces of this 
mask vessel which he passed around. 

 
Sculptural Multi-Center Hollowing  

Graeme is a master at multi-center turnings which are 
heavily carved and textured 
with pyrography.  He has the 
plans for developing your own 
burner from a car’s battery 
charger which will simply 
cause your wood to vanish 
with lots of flame.  Hours are 

spent 
per-
forming his pyrographic textures, 
sitting in his converted bicycle ex-
ercise machine for comfort.  He is 
definitely one demonstrator to go 
see if you have not already.  He 

caused me to part with more money for some rasps I did 
not have.  Great guy! 
 
Stephen Hatcher 

Inlaid Rims 

I have always admired Stephen’s inlay work with minerals 
and wondered just how he accomplished the end result.  
He demonstrated the carving for filling using square cut-
ting tools made from a thin parting tool. He said that the 
bottom of the groove for mineral filling must be square 
with the sides and not rounded. He blends many minerals 
at one time for color variance and contrasting effects.  He 
prefers using softer minerals such as calcite which are 
lower on the Mho’s hardness scale, in order to more eas-
ily grind them away.  He always pre seals the wood with 
10/1 denatured alcohol/shellac (non-wax), prior to CA glu-

AAW 25th Anniversary Symposium 
Text and photos by Bill Pottorf except where noted otherwise 

Continued on page 6 
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ing the minerals in place.  He is very careful to leave very 
sharp edges in the grooves for aesthetics. He is not con-

servative with flowing the CA all over the minerals.  His 
demo piece looked a real mess prior to sanding.  The be-
fore and after sanding pictures are shown below. 
Woodturning – Conventional to Art 

J Paul Fennel, Bill Luce, Mike Mahoney, Binh Pho 

This was an interesting panel discussion pertaining to the 
ongoing question of – “Are we Artists or Wood Turners”.  
Judging by the panel, 3 are well known artists while Mike 
Mahoney does mostly utility production turning, but does 
very beautiful artistic urns and hollow forms as well.  His 
thin cored and nested bowl set in the Instant Gallery was 
absolutely superb and anything but utilitarian.  The gist of 
the panel discussion was the direction the majority of turn-
ers or artists seem to be moving – demonstrated very 
clearly by the work contained in the Gallery.  Many have 
been or are being forced over to the embellishment side 
just to keep up with the tide of current events. GCWA 
turners fit in this movement as well if you look at our IG.  I 
think we are keeping up. 
 
Michael Hosaluk 

Unusual Containers and Boxes. 

I attended Michael’s presentation because I needed a lift.  
His presentations are great – but everyone in GCWA has 
seen this at his demo. I will not bore you with another syn-
opsis here. 

John Jordan 

Aesthetics and Properties of Wood 

I attended John’s talk to rehear his presentation on turn-
ing green and using the proper aesthetics for doing so.  
He is a master at selection of the correct wood and how to 
get that one outstanding piece from the log.  John and 
Vicki have been very nice to me after participating in 
Vicki’s Beloved Tree project. 
 

Instant Gallery Critique 

David Ellsworth, Arthur and Jane Mason 

Although I did not know many of the turners, those that 
were critiqued had amazing work, which was generally 
the case for the entire IG.  David’s critiques were direct 
and forthcoming and his voice was easy for me to hear (a 
personal problem for me).  The Masons were also forth-
coming and direct but my hearing was not great.  The out-
standing pieces I remember most were Binh Pho’s glass 
piece, Derek Weidman’s carved mask (don’t know how he 
does the offset turning) and finally Clay Foster’s piece 
placed in the AAW Permanent Collection. 

 
 

Future of the Field 

David Ellsworth, Dick Gerard, John Jordan, Albert 
LeCoff 

This panel and the audience seemed to me to concen-
trate on development of our methods and artistic bents 
from within the organization to further our direction.  Albert 
LeCoff, I believe is attempting to further AAW future re-
ception by the general outside public through his work in 
the Woodturning Center, which has been renamed to 
downplay the word woodturning.  The final emphasis must 
include how we influence younger people to become in-
terested enough to undertake our craft as an acceptable 
endeavor.  Schools have dropped industrial arts as a 
worthwhile topic for teaching.  What can we do?  What 
are we doing?  Should the local organizations be solely in 
charge of pursuing this goal?  The majority of people at 
the symposium were mostly grey headed with beards.  
Very few were young – an exception was Derek Weid-
man.  I think the AAW must be included in this endeavor 
to a greater extent than we are.  How is the question? 
 

Continued on page 7 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL JUNE SHOW & TELL 
Best of Show 
Andy Chen 
Holly Spartan vase 

Judges:  Greg Gonsalves and Tommy Joe 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Dennis Ford 
 
 

Walnut 
hollow 
form 

3rd Place – Larry Zarra 
 
 

Miniature 
boxes 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Arron Gilbert 
 

Oak burl 
open form 

2nd Place – Derek Powers 
 

Natural 
edge pe-
can bowl 

3rd Place – Doug Grissom 
Black walnut dish 

Intermediate Category  

Beginner Category  

2nd Place – Kendall Westbrook 
 

 
Dyed maple 
bowl 

 

3rd Place – Marty Kaminsky 
 

Carved and 
dyed ash sculp-
ture 

Enhanced Category  

1st Place – Jerry Harmsen 
 
 

Acrylic roller 
ball pen 

Kit Category  

 

1st Place – Mike Breland 
 
 
Ambrosia 
maple bowl 

1st Place – Delbert Pond 
 
Ebonized elm vase 
w/ pyrographic em-
bellishment 

 

1st Place – Ed Peine 
 
 
 
Mesquite hol-
low form 

 
3rd Place – Don Fluker 

 
Amboina 
bottle stop-
per 

2nd Place – Dennis April 
 
 

Inlaid Celtic 
knot cigar pen 

2nd Place – Ron Brewer 
 
Found wood 
bowl 

3rd Place – Steve Driver 
 

Tool handle of unknown wood 
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Snapshots from the June Meeting 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

 

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor 
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Excerpted from Woodtuning Today, A Dramatic Evolution, with permission 





Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supply: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: gcwa@swbell.net 
GCWA Websites: 

www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Tom Enloe 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to Jim Keller, 105 S. 2nd 
Street, Richmond, TX 77406.  Make 
your check payable to GCWA or 
Gulf Coast Woodturners Assn. 

Copyright 2010 GCWA 


