
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Judging from the attendance at last month’s meeting with 
Cindy Drozda, everyone was excited to have her here.  
Some of you had to leave after lunch but the vast majority 
stayed till the end and helped us clean and pack up the 
room.  Thanks for being there and helping both in the 
cleanup and to those that came in Friday night before the 
meeting and assisted in getting the room setup for the 
Saturday Demo.  I hope you appreciate what the GCWA 
is doing for its members.  Cindy did a great job teaching in 
her hands on classes but I think many of you were turned 
off by the cost per student per day for those classes.  De-
spite our best efforts we had trouble filling all the classes 
at $170 per student per day.  The hardest one to fill was 
the single two-day class.  So the GCWA heard you, we 
will not have quite an expensive national turner in the fu-
ture or we will find some other way to offset some of the 
expenses.  The Board is definitely looking into the op-
tions.  If anyone has any suggestions then by all means 
don’t be shy, tell a Board Member. 
 

RETREAT…RETREAT…RETREAT…RETREAT 
 
Guess what I am going to talk about next?  If you said the 
20th Annual Spring Retreat then you are correct!  When 
is it?  May 5, 6, & 7 at the Montgomery County Fair-
grounds in Conroe where it has always been for the last 
20 years.  For you guys new to the club or who may not 
have ever attended a GCWA Retreat, let me assure you it 
is a learning experience you will never forget.  Greg Gon-
salves is putting together a fantastic crew of instructors 
from our very own membership.  So if you want to instruct 
contact Greg.  He will be publishing the class schedules 
very soon.  Don’t wait too long.  We heard what our mem-
bers said about having different classes for every skill 
level and Greg has made a tremendous effort to accom-
modate that but there still may not be an advanced turner 
class or even a beginner turner class at every time slot so 
he has arranged for several members to do hands-on 
demonstrations during the day of various projects that 
simply can not be taught in the restricted time frame of 
our classes.  For example, a demonstration on segment-
ing aimed strictly at layout, cutting, and gluing up the 
rings.  This is the real intimidating part, if you already 
know how to turn a bowl. 
 
Dave Greenawalt is the equipment wrangler this year.  So 
he will be contacting you about bringing your mini-lathe.  
We will need about 75 mini lathes, preferably on solid 
stands with 4-jaw chucks, knockout bars, live centers in 

the tailstock and drive centers in the head stock.  Contact 
Dave if he hasn’t already contacted you about bringing 
your lathe.  Also, because of the segmenting class, Dave 
needs a portable table saw for cutting the segment 
pieces. 
 
GCWA has participated in the Houston Center for Con-
temporary Craft (HCCC) “Gathering of the Guilds” (as part 
of Craft Community Day, see page 2) for as long as I 
have been a member of GCWA.  This year the event is 
being held at HCCC on Saturday, March 4th with a new 
name.  Don Fluker is in charge and he is looking for some 
volunteers to bring their mini lathes down to the HCCC 
and demonstrate to the crowds that are always there for 
this event.  If you are looking for something to do on Sat-
urday March 4th, please let Don know. 
 
Shawn Pachlhofer pointed out at the last Board meeting 
that many of our members are getting “blast emails” in 
their INBOX that they don’t want from the GCWA con-
cerning free wood or burls or even “pay for work” or com-
missioned work.  These offers come in all the time either 
to our webmaster via the “contact us” on our GCWA web-
site or directly to me from my contact info on the website.  
Since we have no way of knowing which of our members 
are interested in this sort of information we send it to all.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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GCWA Meeting Presentations 
By George Kabacinski 

 

February, 2017 – Dave Mueller has developed a tech-
nique for using widely available plastic pony beads for 
inlays in various turnings.  His technique results in a piece 
that appears to have inlaid stone, but without all the inher-
ent challenges of turning real stone.  This demo will be 
followed by a hands-on class as part of the 2017 HOW 
Program in March. 
 
April, 2017 – Susan Lewis has been a successful craft 
painter for many years.  During this time she has devel-
oped a solid knowledge and skills with using colors and 
paint to embellish the turnings of Bill Lewis.  Bill and 
Susan are active in the summertime craft markets on the 
east coast.  At the April meeting Susan will share her 
knowledge and skills with a presentation titled Color and 
Paint for the Woodturner.  It’s sure to be an enlightening 
and enjoyable presentation. 
 

For this I apologize!  From this point forward we will place 
these items on our FORUM either under the existing tab 
WOOD SIGHTINGS or under a new tab called TURNING 
OPPORTUNITES.  From now on if you are interested in 
either or both of these please sign onto our FORUM and 
click on the appropriate tab and then click on NOTIFY me 
of new postings and you will only get these emails as they 
are posted.  Again, I apologize for filling your INBOX with 
messages you didn’t want or care about. 
 
Turn Safely! 
 

Lane 

Continued from page 1 

February Open Shop Night 
By George Kabacinski 

 

This is an interesting dilemma.  Second Tuesday, Febru-
ary 14th, is the normal evening for the GCWA Open Shop 
Night events around town.   Now, we’ve been doing this 
for a number of years.  And those folks who create all 
those calendars know that very well.  And yet they still put 
Valentines Day on the Second Tuesday.  So, what do we 
do?  Well, it’s really up to the host for each Open Shop 
location.  And it’s a mixed bag for this month. 
 
Marty Kaminsky is pushing his Open Shop event out one 
week.  His Open Shop will be Tuesday, February 21st. 
 
Lane Bradford and George Kabacinski are sticking with 
the traditional Second Tuesday on February 14th. 
 
This is unusual, interesting and provides a somewhat of a 
unique opportunity.  For those on the south and east ends 

of town who are not otherwise committed the option is 
open to head up to Cypress or Montgomery and enjoy a 
different Open Shop event on the 14th.  That could be in-
teresting.  And for all those who typically hang at the 
Montgomery and Cypress events – well, now there is 
something to do on the Tuesday the 21st as well.  All kinds 
of options. 
 
It's understandable if the Cypress and Montgomery 
events have a bit less attendance this month.  Everyone 
must have their own priorities.  And on the other side of 
the coin there are some without commitments that are still 
planning to attend.  Or maybe even bring a spouse or sig-
nificant other.  Whatever works for you.  We hope you can 
get out to one of the Open Shop events and enjoy the 
company of other club members and guests. 
 
We should be back to the normal schedule in March. 

Members in the News 
 

Jerry Bennett 
 

Jerry's recent piece "Featuring Ring Six" is featured on 
the cover of the current issue of the AAW Journal Ameri-
can Woodturner. 
 

Janice Levi 
 

Janice has an article on turning a half-moon purse in the 
current issue of the American Woodturner.  She will also 
be featured in the February issue (issue 302) of Wood-
turner magazine from England with an article on how to 
turn a barrel purse. 

CRAFT COMMUNITY DAY 
By Don Fluker 

Time 
Saturday, March 4, 2017 from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 

Location 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft 
4848 Main St. 
 

Please join HCCC for Craft Community Day, a new spring 
event featuring the “Annual Gathering of the Guilds” and 
other local community groups.  Bring the whole family to 
see artist demonstrations, current exhibitions, resident 
artists’ studios, and more.  This year, featured guilds and 
community groups include (as of 1/19/17): 
 
● ClayHouston ● Gulf Coast Woodturners 
● Houston Bead Society ● Houston Book Arts Guild 
● Houston Metal Arts Guild ● Houston Calligraphy Guild 
● Machine Knitting Club ● Polymer Clay Guild 
● Printers Guild ● TXRX Labs 
● Contemporary Handweavers of Houston 
● Houston Area Blacksmiths Association 
● Texas Association of Original Doll Artists 
● Texas Basket Weavers AssociationHouston 
● Workshop 
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Board Feet 
By Don Stocking 

 

Your Board met on Monday, Feb. 6, 2017, primarily to 
consider the Club’s finances and budget for the upcoming 
year, plus the Retreat, set for May 5, 6 and 7, 2017. 
 
Rene Gonzalez, the Treasurer, reported on the club’s fi-
nances for the last month and the budget for the upcom-
ing year.  There was extensive discussion on the costs of 
monthly meetings, the demonstrations, the picnic, the an-
nual Retreat and other periodic events and programs, 
such as the Scholarships (see below for details), funding 
necessary reserves, and the costs and revenues for the 
HOW classes.  The annual budget, proposed by the 
Treasurer, was approved by the Board.  The Board con-
tinued discussing financial matters, but without specific 
resolutions, Including: necessary expenses, new pro-
grams, SWAT for 2017, the possibilities and costs of re-
mote video of demonstrations, the costs and benefit of 
national demonstrators.  The Board did, by motion and 
resolution, approve raising the rate for attending HOW 
classes to $45 per day. 
 
Upcoming programs were announced, including, for Feb-
ruary, class on “pony beads” by Dave Muller, and class on 
colors and paints for wood by Susan Lewis in April. 
 
As to the Officers for the upcoming year, it was an-
nounced that ballots will be issued and sent out to the 
members to cast their votes and return the ballots so that 
the new Officers can be announced to the Membership at 
the close of the Retreat, on May 7, 2017. 
 
For our Retreat, a schedule is being prepared for all 
classes, with teachers already selected, to provide quality 
instruction for all levels of turners, with no one overlooked.  
There is a good mix for the various levels of ability and 
interests.  Arrangements have been made for members 
and others to loan their lathes and other equipment to the 
Retreat and to return the members’ loaned equipment. 
 
SWAT representative, Greg Gonsalves, stated that the 
conference would be held from August 25 through 27, 

2017, at Waco, Texas.  Among other things, there will be 
a variety of demonstrations and a better sound system. 
 
There was an announcement of the “Gathering of the 
Guilds,” on March 4, 2017, from 11 am to 3 pm. at the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, 4848 Main 
Street, Houston, TX 77002, 713.529.4848. 
Finally, Scott Haddix asked for feedback on the new web-
site. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE DUE IN APRIL 
 The applications are in the Club’s website, under 
the tab: “GCWA Discussion Forum→Scholarship→2017 
Scholarship”.  Also, applications will be available at the 
monthly meetings for February and March, 2017.  The 
Board called on the Secretary to announce to the Mem-
bership that the time for Applicants to DELIVER to the 
Scholarship Committee their completed Applications for 
the GWCA Annual Scholarships for 2017 begins on April 
1, 2017, at the postal address of the Scholarship Chair-
man, Don Stocking: 70 El Dorado, Conroe, Texas, 77304, 
and ends at noon on April 15, 2017, at the close of the 
Monthly Membership Meeting held on Saturday, April 15, 
2017, at the Mendenhall Center, 1414 Wirt, Houston, 
Texas, 77055.  Only TWO scholarships, of $500 each, will 
be awarded.  All applications must be complete in order to 
be accepted and considered, including all required attach-
ments: 
1) Copy of Applicant’s current transcript of grades in-

cluding high school and any college level courses for 
all schools Applicant has attended. (10 Points Maxi-
mum) 

2) Two letters of recommendation; one from a teacher or 
professor, (if not currently enrolled, a letter from Appli-
cant’s employer or clergyman), the second may be 
from any person of the Applicant’s choosing. (20 
Points Maximum). 

3) An original essay of 200 words or fewer describing 
the Applicant’s aspirations, career goals, and why 
Applicant is a good candidate for this scholarship. (40 
Points Maximum) 

4) Copy of letter of acceptance from the institution Appli-
cant plans to attend. (Required) 

FEBRUARY RAFFLE 
By John Schlobohm 

 
February is going to have 2 WOW prizes.  We will have 
our normal monthly raffle with some new items.  Also 
mixed in will be some great items that have been donated 
by club members. The WOW prizes this month are a take-
off of last month’s meeting.  We all enjoyed Cindy Drozda 
demo last month and learned a lot about burl.  For our 
WOW prizes we have an 18” X 10” piece of Australian 
mallee burl, and the piece that Cindy turned during her 
demo.  The first WOW ticket pulled from the tumbler will 
get to pick which one they want. 
 

Hope to see everyone at the raffle table. 
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HOW Program Update 
By George Kabacinski 

 

The 2017 HOW (Hands-On Workshops) program will 
have a slightly higher registration fee.  The 2017 fee will 
be $45 per class day for the majority of the classes.  Over 
the history of this program there have only been a couple 
of classes where the registration fee deviated from the 
norm.  But when and if it happens it will be noted in the 
class description.  For those who have already sent in 
checks for the 2017 classes I will be contacting you di-
rectly to determine if you want to stay in the class and 
submit the difference to the new class fee. 
 
Below is the list of currently scheduled and planned 
classes for 2017.  There have been a few updates from 
last month.  So check out the scheduled classes, send in 
your registration check(s) and continue to keep an eye on 
your inbox.  We will send out updates for newly scheduled 
classes as they become available. 
 
Here’s a short list of some of the class topics being 
worked for 2017 – 
 
Saturday, March 4, 2017 - Dave Mueller – Using Pony 
Beads for Turning Inlays.  Dave has raised the bar for this 
class.  He will include hands-on casting a Pony Bead pen 
blank as part of the class.  Each student will leave the 
class with a cast pen blank to use in their shop.  The re-
mainder of the class will focus on turning a simple platter 
and using ground pony beads as an inlay. 
 
Saturday, April 8, 2017 - Tom Irven – Hand Chase 
Threads in Corian.  A request was made in Tom’s last box 
class to include this class in the 2017 schedule and based 
on that level of interest this class should be more than half 
filled already!  Don’t wait to sign up if you have an interest 
in hand chased threading of Corian inserts for your turn-
ing projects. 
 
Saturday, June 3, 2017 - John King, Jr. – Turning a 
Three-Sided Bowl.  Some might call this a winged bowl on 

a stand.  I call it a pretty cool project.  This class will be for 
turners at a strong intermediate or advanced skill level. 
 
Dennis Ford – Something Interesting.  Sound like a dif-
ferent kind of class?  Who knows, we sure don’t.  Dennis 
has agreed to teach again in 2017.  We just need to come 
together on a topic, and date.  Dennis’ classes are always 
enlightening and fun so we can only expect more of the 
same with his 2017 offering. 
 
Rene Gonzalez - Staved Construction Kaleidoscope – 
Rene is working on the class plan to potentially get this 
down to a one-day class.  We look forward to having a 
date for the fall time class fairly soon. 
 
Color Theory for Woodturners – Still in the works, this 
class will focus on the basics of color theory as it applies 
to enhancing various turning projects.  There are still 
some details to work out on this class. 
 
The Annual Ornament Class (or two) – As in years past 
we will have another Holiday Ornament class.  Last year 
the idea was to have an advanced class and a class for 
more novice turners.  We’d still like to try for that in 2017.  
Watch for this topic in the late fall schedule. 
 
In addition to the above classes several others are being 
discussed and others are being considered.  It promises 
to be another year of excellent value in hands-on turning 
education featuring the skills of some of our club’s finest 
turners and artists. 
 
To register for classes send a check for the registration 
fee ($45 per class day) to George Kabacinski at PO Box 
371, Cypress, TX 77410 
 
We are working on a variety of other classes for the 2017 
HOW program.  If you have any suggestions or requests, 
please send them along to GCWA.HOW@gmail.com  
Where possible we will include your input into future 
classes.  And, of course, if you’d like to volunteer to teach 
one of the HOW class offerings we want to talk with you. 

 
Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 
$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 

INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 
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2017 Retreat Update and Q&A 
By George Kabacinski 

 

Another month has flown by and the crew continues to 
work on the arrangements for the 2017 GCWA Retreat.  
Just in case you haven’t gotten the message the dates 
are May 5th – May 7th.  Friday afternoon is setup and an 
informal evening at the event, with classes starting Satur-
day morning. 
 
Here’s a quick update on some of the activities going on 
to prepare for the event: 
 

Greg Gonsalves has been pounding the pavement 
and using up all his cell phone minutes working on the 
program for the event.  He has a good mix of classes 
and demos lined up with just a few slots to fill before 
publishing the final class matrix.  Just think of it – find-
ing 24 classes, plus a few interesting demos and a full 
weekend New Turner Track to line up.  Look for an e-
mail and listen up for an announcement at the Febru-
ary meeting about the event program. 
 
Scott Haddix is up to his eyeballs in all manner of 
activities for the club.  He’s on the board, working on 
the new website (I’ve seen a preview and it looks 
great!), and is now preparing to take on the added 
role of registrations for the event.  I’ll address that a 
bit more below. 
 
Dave Greenawalt is on the case for lining up equip-
ment for the event.  With 8 class areas, demos, and 
the New Turner Track we anticipate a need for 65 – 
75 lathes.  And then we will need grinders, saws, 
tools, and on and on. 
 
Chuck Graham is starting to address the need for 
wood.  Each instructor will provide him with what is 
needed for his/her class.  Some instructors provide 
their own wood ready for their class.  Others need 
help in securing the wood, be it freshly cut or kiln 
dried depending on the needs for specific classes. 
 
Don Fluker has been reaching out to his contacts for 
food.  Yes, we will again be serving two catered 
lunches.  All that turning and socializing can make a 
turner seriously hungry come lunch time and we’ll 
have the solution for that right there on the food line. 
 
Lane Bradford is ready at his e-mail, phone, and tex-
ting app waiting for executive decision opportunities.  
It’s a stressful role, but he’s up to it. 
 
Me?? I’m just sitting back and watching everyone else 
do their thing.  Ha! 
 

Okay, there’s a lot going on getting ready for the event.  
Now let’s take a few lines to address some of the ques-
tions we’ve had this year and in the past.  Last month’s 

newsletter included a brief introduction to what the event 
is.  In summary it’s all about education and fun. 
 
What Kind of Things Are There To Do?  We will have 8 
class areas, a demo area, an area specifically for the New 
Turner Track and an Open Turning area (if we have extra 
lathes to put in that space).  That’s a lot of choices for 
each rotation period. 
 
There are two class rotations on Saturday and one on 
Sunday.  The classes will all be rated by turner skill level 
ranging from novice to advanced.  Each class period will 
include a selection of classes for each skill level.  We do 
not police the skill levels  It’s pretty much an honor system 
based on self-assessment.  Yet it is important to be hon-
est about skill level.  Having someone who is clearly not 
yet at the skill level for the class makes it difficult to stay 
up and places an undue burden on the instructor as well 
as taking time away from the others in the class.  Please 
consider that as you make your class selections. 
 
Are the Classes and Demos Crowed?  The hands-on 
classes are limited to six students with one instructor.  
That’s been shown to be a good ratio and allows the in-
structor adequate time with each student.  The New 
Turner Track is a separate area and is focused on all the 
basics one should know to get started right with woodturn-
ing.  Typically, there are up to 12 lathes in this area and 
the instructor is supported by one or more assistants so 
the student/teacher ratio remains low and lower than the 
other hands-on classes. 
 
I’m New to Turning, Will I Fit In?  The Retreat is Perfect 
for you!  Join the New Turner Track and learn the basics 
of tool control, spindle turning and face plate turning.  This 
track spans the entire weekend and really helps the 
newer turners gain confidence and learn to turn in a safe 
and fun way.  The instructors are seasoned turners with a 
good deal of patience and understanding for what it takes 
to get started in this craft.  This is also a great place for 
folks who have been turning for a while and still want to 
get in some of the basics to improve their skills. 
 
I Don’t Have Tools Yet, Can I Attend?  Sure.  We have 
a limited number of tool sets which can be checked out for 
use at the event.  Most often these are used in the New 
Turner Track.  If you are in other classes and do not have 
the tools you need please indicate this on your registra-
tion form and someone will contact you and assist in pro-
viding tools for the weekend. 
 
How and When Do You Select Your Classes?  When 
the class matrix is published (soon) it will include a regis-
tration form.  Fill in the form with your information and 
class selections and send it with your registration check to 
Scott Haddix at the address on the form.   DO IT SOON!  
Registrations are taken in the order received and the 
‘registration’ is the completed form and your check.  So, 

Continued on page 6 
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Six Fabulous Days 
By Ben Ball 

 

In my view, last month saw six fabulous days that may 
well have been a high-watermark in the life of the Gulf 
Coast Woodturners Association. These were the six days 
that Cindy Drozda’s energy, enthusiasm, good humor, 
patience, pedagogy, and world-class expertise made very 
special. I had seen her demos at SWAT and examined 
her specialty tools there, and even bought a couple of her 
gouges and one of her DVDs. I guess I was hoping that, 
just by watching and buying, some miracle would occur 
that would empower me to duplicate her unique work. But, 
of course, that just didn’t happen. 
 
I considered her work clearly impossible. I would never be 
able to make a finial like that, with some of its parts the 
size of a toothpick–and with such elegant and graceful 
design. Even though some of our own club members 
have done it, it still seemed for me impossible. Then came 
George’s announcement of Cindy’s extended visit. So, I 
bravely signed up for five of her six sessions. Her demo at 
last month’s regular Club meeting, where she worked her 
magic in just a few hours to fashion perfectly such a tiny 
“box,” gave me hope. 
 
Her hands-on the following 
four days at George’s per-
fectly laid-out shop were 
nothing short of thrilling. The 
only real difficulty I had was 
in imaging in my mind just 
how small everything was. I 
kept having the feeling I was 
Jonathan Swift’s Dr. Lemuel 
Gulliver among the Lillipu-
tians. I looked at Cindy’s full page image of the box and 
lid we were about to make, and had great difficulty trans-
lating it into the very tiny real thing, which I could easily 
wrap my hand around. 
 
But, at the end of the four days, I had actually done it!  I 
had completed two Lilliputian-size “boxes,” lids, toothpick-

size finials, and all. I was so 
excited that, when I got 
home, I phoned my middle 
daughter, who lives nearby, 
and told her and her hus-
band to get out of bed. I had 
something that, if I didn’t 
show to someone, I would 
burst. The next morning, my 
youngest daughter–also a neighbor–phoned me to say I 
must show her, also. So, I immediately did. Even now, my 
completed finial box sits on my breakfast table. I still, a 
month later, can’t get over how petit it is. I feel like I’ve not 
just acquired a new skill, but rather that I’ve discovered a 
whole new hobby. 
 
I must thank Cindy for her perfectly organized syllabus 
and her gentle urging to stick with the schedule also for 
her generosity in loaning us her tools and providing all of 
our materials. She covered everything from safety to 
sharpening, and we all completed our projects. In addi-
tion, the entire club must be grateful for the crucial role 
played by George in publicizing, coordinating, and execut-
ing this endeavor, with much appreciation for the use of 
his shop, which he has so generously designed and 
equipped for the classroom to die for: Seven lathes, each 
with its own accessories, high-grade TV monitoring of 
Cindy’s work at the lathe, AC, dust collection, cold drinks, 
and more. 
 
The class members for the Cindy Drozda classes are 
listed below. 
 
Sunday/Monday Finial Box 
class - 
Ben Ball 
Doug Davis 
Mike Gann 
Darrel McDaniel 
George Kabacinski 
Dave Mausolf 

the earlier you get in your registration the best chance you 
have at getting the classes you want. 
 
What Does It Cost?  The Participant advanced registra-
tion fee is $50 for both days and includes two catered 
lunches.  On site registration is slightly higher.  One point 
to clarify here is the registration fee is for each participant.  
The GCWA membership is a family membership (parents 
and minor children in the same household).  That’s differ-
ent from the Retreat registration which is for each partici-
pant.  There is also an option for non-participant family 
member.  This includes the lunches but excludes the 
class activities.  The family member advanced registration 
is $30. 

 
Should I Plan to Bring My Lathe?  Yes!  If you are able 
to bring a lathe (you should also bring a stand for it), 
please contact Dave Greenawalt and let him know what 
you are able to bring.  We request that equipment be 
brought in on Friday afternoon/evening so that it can be 
staged in a class area and be ready for class to begin 
bright and early Saturday morning.  If that’s not possible, 
or you need assistance, please talk with Dave. 
 
Well, I think that wraps up the questions for this month.  If 
you have specific questions or would like more informa-
tion please reach out to George Kabacinski, Lane Brad-
ford, or any of the board members. 

Continued from page 5  Retreat update 

Continued on page 7 
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Tuesday Star Bowl class - 
Ben Ball 
John McCaskill 
Chuck Graham 
Scott Njaa 
John Schlobohm 
Greg Gonsalves 
George Kabacinski (shop 
host) 
Bill Lewis was there for a while 
as shop assistant 
 
Wednesday Finial Intensive 
class - 
Ben Ball 
John McCaskill 
Chuck Graham 
Glenn Ashley 

Lane Bradford 
George Kabacinski 

Thursday Triangle Box class - 
Doug Grissom 
Scott Haddix 
Nell Wheeler 
Rich Steber 
Ed Spicer 
Don Fluker 
George Kabacinski (shop 
host) 
 
Thanks, and more, to Cindy and George. Both are quin-
tessential examples of gracious willingness to give and to 
share.  Because of their enthusiasm all students’ projects 
were completed. 

Who’s Running the 2017 
Retreat? 

By George Kabacinski 
 

Hopefully no one, other than new members, is not yet 
aware of the dates for the 2017 GCWA Retreat.  That’s 
May 5th – 7th, 2017.  Friday the 5th is a setup day and the 
event takes place on Saturday and Sunday, May 6th and 
7th, 2017. 
 
We are continuing to round out the Team Lead list with 
the addition of leads for two of the remaining areas.  
Chuck Graham has agreed to be Wood Master for this 
year.  As such, Chuck will be working with all the instruc-
tors to ensure they have a plan for the wood they need for 
their classes and, where applicable, he will coordinate the 
acquisition and preparation of wood for the classes.  This 
is just another example of some of the behind the scenes 
work and commitment it takes to make the Retreat a suc-
cess. 
 
Sandy Peck has volunteered to head up the Instant Gal-
lery.  This is an area where any of the Retreat participants 
can display recent works.  It’s a very nice presentation 
and a great way to show off your work.  All Retreat partici-
pants are encouraged to bring a piece (or more) to display 
for others to enjoy and to show off our club to any visitors 
dropping by the event. 
 
What’s really exciting about Chuck and Sandy joining the 
2017 Retreat Leadership team is that each of them came 
forward and asked what they could do.  It’s a great exam-
ple of how our members are true to the spirit of this all 
volunteer event! 
 
Here’s where we are regarding those in leadership roles 
for the 2017 GCWA Retreat: 
 

 
 

The one Team Lead yet to be announced will handle Pub-
lic Access.  Technically our Retreat is open to the public.  
Surprised?  So are a lot of folks.  Because we use the 
Montgomery County Fairgrounds we are required to have 
our event listed on their calendar and have it open to the 
public.  But we can, and do, strictly limit what the public 
can see and do.  We provide information on the club, the 
event, and allow the public to view the Instant Gallery.  
So, access stops at the entry area.  Occasionally we will 
provide an escorted walk-through of the event.  This hap-
pens when someone shows a serious interest in joining 
the club, is a city / county dignitary or represents the me-
dia.  Yep, we’ve had a newspaper reporter show up for 
doing a short article on our event for their local paper.  
The Public Access lead is responsible to see that some-
one is at the front door to watch over things, answer ques-
tions and have one or two designated members to show 
special guests around the event.  It’s not a terribly difficult 
job and it mostly requires coordinating with others to be 
sure everything is covered.  Sound interesting?  If so, give 
George or Lane a call or drop an e-mail to one of them. 
 
As always, if you have any input, questions, suggestions, 
or would like to get involved in any way please contact 
one of the Team Leads listed above or any of the GCWA 
Board Members. 

Area  Team Lead(s) 
Programs  Greg Gonsales 
Equipment  Dave Greenawalt 
Registration  Scott Haddix 
Facilities  Jonathan Bartz 
Raffle  Shawn Pachlhofer/Doug Grissom 

Food  Don Fluker 
Instant Gallery  Sandy Peck 
Public Access  TBD 
Wood  Chuck Graham 
Event Chair  George Kabacinski (for Lane Bradford) 

Continued from page 6  Six Fabulous Days 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 
 

Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the January Meeting  

More pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Dale Barrack, Ric Taylor 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2017 general meet-
ings will be held at the Mendenhall Community 
Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of West-
view Dr 

 

February 18, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

March 6, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

March 18, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

April 3, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

April 15, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

May Board Meeting, time TBD 
 

May 5 - 7, 2017 ~ Spring Retreat ~ 8:00AM - 5:00PM 
 

June 5, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 17, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 22 - 25, 2017 ~ AAW Symposium ~ Kansas City, 
MO 

 

July 3, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 15, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 7, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 19, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 25 - 27 ~ SWAT Symposium, Waco, TX 
 

September 4, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

September 16, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

February Meeting 

February Meeting Program 

Pony Beads 
Dave Mueller 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Lane Bradford - President 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Vice President 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Don Stocking - Secretary 
(936) 856-8601 
donstocking@suddenlink.net 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 
 

Walter Mooney – Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@Trademarkconst.com 

 

Dave Greenawalt- Board Member 
(936) 524-6610 
dkgreenawalt@gmail.com 

 

Glenn Ashley - Board Member 
(281) 762-2650 
gaka80@gmail.com 

Scott Haddix - Board Member and 
Website Creative Director 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech 
Director/Forum Administrator 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andychentx@gmail.com 

Mendenhall Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 



Internet Websites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Segmented Woodturners: http://segmentedwoodturners.org 
Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 

More Woodturning Magazine: http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/ 
Hearne Hardwoods Inc: http://www.hearnehardwoods.com/index.html 

Gilmer Wood Company: https://www.gilmerwood.com/ 
Cook Woods: https://cookwoods.com/ 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Center for Art in Wood: http://www.centerforartinwood.org/ 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
George Kabacinski 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2015 GCWA 


