
PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
The air is noticeably cooler the past few days, and that 
has encouraged me to get back out into the shop.  (I’m a 
craftsman, not an artist, because I work in a shop, not a 
studio.)  All those half-finished projects are calling out to 
me.  Speaking of the shop, the Southwest Association 
of Turners annual symposium is just around the corner.  
There are several outstanding demonstrators, including 
our own Janice Levi (Turning Backyard Pine), and the 
instant gallery is sure to be spectacular again.  I hope 
that many of you will be able to attend.  Pre-registration 
ends September 15th, so get going!  If you are going to 
be at SWAT, please consider helping us host our room. 
See the article from Ben Gray later in this newsletter for 
how to car pool and volunteer. 
 
One of the regional SWAT demonstrators will also be our 
club demonstrator for September, James Johnson.  
James is a renowned turner and artist from Kerrville who 
has demonstrated at the AAW and numerous Texas 
Turn or Two and SWAT symposia.  You may be familiar 
with James because he claims to have the only lathe in 
Texas that needs a license plate.  He won’t be bringing 
that lathe this time, because it is hard to tow behind the 
Beemer.  James will be out at the Mercer Arboretum 
showing us how he makes his pods, or ‘squirts’.  If you 
aren’t going to SWAT, this is your chance to see the final 
dress rehearsal for his demonstration in Wichita Falls.  I 
know that his wit and skill will entertain and educate us. 
 
In October we will have Donald Derry doing a free, all-
day demonstration at Jim Keller’s Foxfire Studio.  Re-
member that the October meeting is on the SECOND 
Saturday, October 10th.  This rare opportunity for a free 
all-day demonstration has been made possible because 
Don was able to travel at no expense to the club.  This is 
one of the benefits of membership.  We have wanted to 
bring in more out-of-state turners for you, and Don 
should give us an excellent demo on his hollowing and 
design techniques.  I wish he could show us some of the 
detail on his dying process, but the many days of labori-
ous work involved will preclude a specific demo on this 
topic.  Saturday’s demo will be followed by 3 days of 
hands-on instruction with Don.  Sunday is scheduled to 
be a workshop on reverse hollowing using Don’s tool 
and technique.  Monday will be the making of a hollow 
Christmas ornament with delicate finial, and Tuesday will 
be a design studio called “Romancing the Curve”.  Each 
class is $125, paid in advance to hold your spot.  More 
detailed descriptions of the classes are available through 

links on our website under ‘Calendar’.  Mail your checks 
to Jim Keller, or give them to him at the September 
meeting. 
 
A lot of folks went up to Huntsville last month to attended 
the Celebration of Life for Bill Tilson.  I estimate that 
there were 30 or more members of the GCWA amongst 
the hundred or so attendees, and many of them spoke 
about the profound influence that Bill had on them.  This 
speaks to both Bill’s enormous talent as a woodturning 
artist, and to his unflagging friendliness and helpfulness 
to everyone he met.  I just got my new AAW journal in 
the mail, and there is a memorial to Bill in it. He will be 
missed, and our hearts go out to his family. 
 
The AAW has released a call for demonstrators for the 
2010 symposium in Hartford, CT, June 18-20.  This is a 
great chance to get some national recognition for your-
self, and to share some of what you know about turning.  
This can be a frightening or a liberating experience, de-
pending on your personality.  I’m sure that if you talk to 
anyone who has done it (like Andy Chen in 2009), it was 
a tremendous experience not to be missed.  If you want 
a chance to ‘rehearse’ your performance, let me know 
and we can schedule you for a club demo.  The fall AAW 
journal has your ballot to elect the 3 new individuals to 
serve on the national board.  None of the candidates are 
from Texas.  Next year consider running for the national 
board.  After all, GCWA is one of the largest, if not the 
largest affiliate of the AAW.  We should have some input 
at the national level. 
 
Larry Zarra has written a nice article about our annual 
retreat that will appear in the winter issue of American 
Woodturner.  You may not realize is that the retreat this 
club puts on every year is the largest activity of its kind in 
the world.  We should be proud of such an accomplish-
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Hands-on woodturning lessons by 
Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools 
or yours.  Oneway 2430 and Jet 
1642 lathes avail. 
Rates- 8 hour lesson, one person 
$135.00, lunch included, add a 
second person for $75.00.  4 hour 
lesson, one person $65.00, two for 
$40.00. 
Call 281-467-2866 for info. 

INSTRUCTION: Current woodturn-
ing instructor for the Houston Cen-
ter for Contemporary Craft, Tho-
mas Irven, will teach beginning to 
advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio. Classes will be 
individualized to your needs and 
tools will be available. Learn box 
making multi-axis, spindle, and 
bowl turning and finishing. Limited 
to 1 - 4 students. Call or email Tom 
for pricing and information. 713-
666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
For sale: Olivewood Pen Blanks 
(3/4” x3/4” x 5”) - $3.25 each. Have 
about 100. Olivewood Turning 
Blanks (1” x 1” x 6”) - $5.00 each. 
Have about 40.  Douglas Grissom, 
281-844-4397 (C), doug-
las.grissom@att.net 
 
Window air conditioner for sale -- 
very good condition.  
Dual unit - both heating and cool-
ing.  $100.00. 
Power 220 V/ac, 
Cooling Capacity 12,000/11,500 
BTU/h 
Heating Capacity 11,200/9,200 
BTU/h 
Please give me a call if interested. 
Kendall Westbrook 1-936-291-
0755. 

CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

Woodturning related items of inter-
est to GCWA Members listed as a 

free service. 

Mentor Program 
By Steve LeGrue 

 
Did you know that the GCWA has an 
active Mentor program intended to 
provide guidance to all turners, re-
gardless of your skill level. Sometimes 
it just helps to get someone else’s ex-
pertise or opinion. I know I became a 
better turner faster after I hooked up 
with people like Luna Ford and Archie 
Hartkoff, who could show you the little 
tweak in how you hold the tool to get 
the sweetest cut or the fairest line. 
Mentors are always ready to help you 
over the phone or in their shops (call 
first). If you would like to serve as a 
mentor, talk to me about signing up. 
We expect all the mentors to get to-
gether with students a few times a 
year, as well as assisting in the teach-
ing of our ‘Fundamentals’ course at 
Retreat. 
A list of current mentors is on our web-
site, and at the bottom of page X of 
this newsletter. 

ment, and thanks goes out again for everyone who makes this possible. 
 
If you are an AAW member you will be getting this issue automatically.  If you 
are not a member of AAW, why not?? The beautiful journal is reason enough to 
join, and you can also get group rates on health insurance, business insurance, 
and other services for amateur and professional turner alike.  The business in-
surance is important, because most homeowner’s policies won’t cover a loss to 
you shop unless there are specifically listed items.  Have you taken a close look 
at what you have out in the shop?  I’m sure you (and your spouse) would be as-
tonished. 
 
See you at Mercer Arboretum September 19th.  Be sure to bring a chair if you 
need one, and something for the instant gallery. 

 
Steve LeGrue 

Thank You 
By Denise Tilson 

 
To All, 
 
Our family would like to give our heart-
felt thanks to each and every one of 
you for your kindness and thoughtful 
consideration during this time.  Bill’s 
celebration of life picnic was truly as he 
would have liked.  To friends who 
shared their thoughts and stories, we 
are glad to know how Bill, “Dad” 
touched your lives.  The planning, set 
up, serving, and subsequent clean up 
was at the hands of many wonderful 
friends. Many of you brought food.  
Regretfully we do not know the names 
of all who did.  Please know our family 
thanks you all from the bottom of our 
hearts. 
 
Thank you all and God bless. 
 
 

Elegant Forms Contest 
By Steve LeGrue 

 
WoodCentral, the internet site run by Ellis Walentine, is hosting a turning contest 
entitled “Elegant Forms”. The judges are David Ellsworth, Cindy Drozda, and 
Trent Bosch. The entry fee is $15. Deadline for entries is September 15, and 
prizes include gift certificates from Craft Supplies USA, Klingspor, and Bad Dog 
Burls. Go to www.woodcentral.com/contests/turning5 for more information. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Vacation in Beautiful Wichita Falls 
Ben Gray 

 

SWAT is here again.  This is a great time when we get to meet with old and new friends and talking wood turning (or 
politics).  We will see some great demonstrations, marvel at the Instant Gallery, enjoy that good convention food, buy 
that tool that you know that you can’t do without, and I know a bunch of you are looking forward to that long scenic trip 
to Wichita Falls. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you all there and we would like to know who is going from GCWA.  If you are planning 
on going to SWAT this year, please let us know so that we can get together.  Also, let us know how to contact you when 
you are in Wichita Falls. 
 

Car Pooling:  Are you looking for a ride or would like to share a ride or possibly just be part of a group to travel there 
together?  Please contact me or someone else on the board and we will get everyone together. 
 

As you know, GCWA is hosting a demo room at SWAT and if you would care to help us for one session, we sure could 
use your help.  It is easy and you know that you can do it better than those other guys or girls.   
 

Please get in touch with me and let me know who is going, if you want to car pool (or trail) and if you can help.    We are 
looking forward to seeing all of you there in beautiful Wichita Falls and having a super time. 
 

E:Mail:  beng@rigidbuilding.com, Cell:  713-492-9148 

Thompson Gouges 
By Fog Tanner 

 

Several club members have asked me about another group order for Thompson tools. I guess the economy is picking 
up or people are spending more time at the lathe. So, if you are interesting you can either catch me at the next club 
meeting or e-mail me at sysxfnt@pdq.net. 
 

For those that do not know what Thompson gouges are, they are the best gouges you can get right now. They are 
manufactured by Doug Thompson, outside occupied Cleveland Ohio. They are made from CPM-100 steel, which is the 
same steel that Jerry Glaser used. They are heat treated and cryogenically tempered, which produces a very tough 
tool. They hold their edge several times longer than the M2 steel found in most HSS tools. My Thompson skews hold 
their edge 3 to 4 times longer than my M2 skews, and the gouges are about the same. They have good flute designs 
and were designed with input from several wood turners – I am a little partial to the skews and shallow gouges for that 
reason. 
 

We were the first club in Texas (and one of first five in the country) to place a group order with Doug when he first 
started out. He has never forgotten and has donated tools for the retreat raffle ever since, even custom machining a 
“Texas” size gouge just for us. The savings on a group order is on both ends, Doug only has to ship one box and we 
spread the shipping out over several tools. In the past, I have figured the shipping cost per ounce and then weighed the 
various gouges to arrive at the shipping cost per tool. With several people getting tools the shipping has been as low as 
eighty cents for a gouge, instead of the ten dollars if you order just one. So, if you want to satisfy your tool addiction let 
me know. 

Woodturning Classes 
By Thomas Irven 

 

I am teaching woodturning classes for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft 
(HCCC) 
 

Sept. 12 Introduction to Woodturning 
Oct. 3 and 31- Beginning Bowl Turning 
Nov. 7 - Turning a Wood Container (box) 
Nov. 14 - Beginning Bowl Turning II 
 

For more information and to sign up, 
please go to www.crafthouston.org 
Maximum of 4 students 

Mentor Program 
By Steve LeGrue 

 

Did you know that the GCWA has an active Mentor program intended to 
provide guidance to all turners, regardless of your skill level. Sometimes it 
just helps to get someone else’s expertise or opinion. I know I became a 
better turner faster after I hooked up with people like Luna Ford and 
Archie Hartkoff, who could show you the little tweak in how you hold the 
tool to get the sweetest cut or the fairest line. Mentors are always ready 
to help you over the phone or in their shops (call first). If you would like to 
serve as a mentor, talk to me about signing up. We expect all the men-
tors to get together with students a few times a year, as well as assisting 
in the teaching of our ‘Fundamentals’ course at Retreat. 
 

A list of current mentors is on our website, and at the bottom of page 5 of 
this newsletter. 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL AUGUST SHOW & TELL 
Best of Show 
Martha Lawrence 
Boxed pen 

 

Judges:  Jon Gaynor and Bill Pottorf 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

1st Place – Ed Peine 
 
Mesquite hollow 
form  

2nd Place – Janice Levi 
Hackberry bowl  

3rd Place – Janice Levi 
Japanese black pine set 

Advanced Category 
Honorable Mention – 
Doug Olesen 
Natural edge maple bowl  

1st Place – Jon Gaynor 
 

Sweetgum 
bowl 

2nd Place – Tom Sayre 
 

Walnut 
bowl  

3rd Place – Scott Njaa 
 

Walnut 
vase 

Intermediate Category  
 

2nd Place – Bob Owens 
Elm bowl 

Beginner Category  
 

 

1st Place – Gary Rock 
 
Lidded ash 
vessel 

2nd Place – 
Fog Tanner 
Dyed ash bowl 

3rd Place – 
Kendall 
Westbrook 
 
Baltic birch 
vase 

Enhanced Category 
Honorable Mention – 
Gary Rock 

 
Sycamore/
cherry 
bowl 

 
 

 
 

1st Place – Stacie Grange 
Pen set 

2nd Place – Jerry Collins 
 

Lidded 
vessel 

3rd Place –  
Martha Lawrence 

 
Pen set 

Sgemented Category  
 
 
 

 

1st Place – Bob Owens 
 
Found 
wood hol-
low form  

Honorable Mention – 
Martha Lawrence 
Square madrone bowl 
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Snapshots from the August meeting 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
If you would like to have one of 
these individuals talk with you about 
a particular piece, feel free to bring 
it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

 

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:  Ric Taylor 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 
September 19, 2009 ~ GCWA General Meeting 
Location: Mercer Arboretum, demonstrator, James John-

son 
 
September 28, 2009 ~ Board Meeting ~ Ben Gray 
 
October 10, 2009 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ demon-

strator, Don Derry. 
 
October 16 - 18, 2009 ~ SWAT convention 
Location: Wichita Falls, TX 
 
November 9, 2009 ~ Board Meeting ~ Ed Peine 
 
November 21, 2009 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ TBA 
 
December 7, 2009 ~ Board Meeting ~ George Kabacin-

ski 
 
December 19, 2009 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
Location: Bayland Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet, 

Houston, TX 77074 

 

September Meeting 
 

September Meeting Program 
James Johnson from Kerrville, TX, will be 

demonstrating how to make pods or 
“squirts”. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Steve LeGrue - President 

(832) 496-0040 cell 
slegrue@comcast.net 

 

Dave Barziza - Vice President/ 
Judging 
(713) 661-5941 
dbarziza@earthlink.net 

 

John Van Domelen - Secretary/ 
Website Technical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Jim Keller—Treasurer 
(281) 467-2866 
jimkeller.foxfire@comcast.net 

George Kabacinski - Past President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Ed Peine - Board Member 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 

 

Derek Powers - Board Member 
(832) 444-2470 
derekpowers@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 
 

Ben Gray - Board Member 
(281) 859-3132 
BenG@rigidbuilding.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Director 
(281) 358-8529 

 
Andy Chen—Newsletter Editor 

(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Mercer Arboretum 
22306 Aldine Westfield Rd, Spring, TX 77338 
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Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supply: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.texasturnortwo.com 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: gcwa@swbell.net 
GCWA Websites: 

www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Steve LeGrue 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to Jim Keller, 105 S. 2nd 
Street, Richmond, TX 77406.  Make 
your check payable to GCWA or 
Gulf Coast Woodturners Assn. 
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