
PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
October is a very full month for us at GCWA. We have 
the annual SWAT symposium coming up the third week-
end of the month, and we have Don Derry coming in to 
give us an all-day demo and two hands-on sessions the 
weekend of October 10-12. If you are not availing your-
self of at least one of these great opportunities, then why 
not?? You can’t get to be a better turner by hiding in the 
shop. 
 
The demonstration by James Johnson at Mercer Arbo-
retum was a great success, and it allowed us to inaugu-
rate the use of our new audio/visual system. The leg 
work for setting up this new system has been done 
largely by Thomas Irven. Thanks, Tom. I think we all 
agree that the sound system was a big improvement 
(although some bugs still need to be worked out), and 
the recording to a DVD went splendidly. You will be able 
to check out this DVD from the library soon. In addition 
to the equipment you saw at Mercer we also bought a 
digital projector and screen, so that you will be able to 
see the demos when we don’t have access to TV moni-
tors. We hope to have this up and running at the Don 
Derry demo, but Foxfire studio also has TVs. The way 
the system has been configured makes it very simple to 
set up and use. I hope that a few of you will take the time 
to learn how it works, so that we will always have some-
one capable of running it for us. For those of you who 
volunteered to be room hosts and camera people at 
SWAT, please be sure to get a crash course in the sys-
tem when it is set up for the Derry demo later this month. 
 
Show and Tell has continued to cause us some prob-
lems. In an effort to make sure we know who turned 
what, we are now asking that after you discuss your 
piece you sign in on a record sheet. This will be handled 
by a helper during S&T. Then, if your name is spelled 
wrong or the piece is inaccurately described you have no 
one to blame. Also, finding judges is always a big job. 
Please let Dave Barziza or Ed Spicer know if you are 
willing to be a judge and do not have a piece out to be 
judged. If you do have a piece for judging and are asked 
to serve, either remove it to the unjudged table, or de-
cline to judge this month. You can always bring that 
piece for judging next month. A summary of the judging 
criteria is included later in this newsletter (page 3). 
 
Remember that the American Association of Wood-
turners has an open call for demonstrators for their 

2010 symposium. Applications are being accepted until 
October 15, so if you have a hankering to show your 
chops, go to their website and download the application 
package. 
 
Our Mentors program is not being used to its fullest po-
tential. Many mentors say that they are rarely ap-
proached by other turners, and others say they get nu-
merous calls and visits from members. This is a unique 
and valuable service provided by some of our most ex-
perienced members. Whether you are a novice having 
trouble with tool control, an intermediate wanting to ex-
pand your horizons, or an expert needing help with that 
special technique, our mentors have years of experience 
and a willingness to share. Look them up at a meeting, 
or give them a ring. You will be a better turner for it. 
 
Keep making shavings, and I’ll see you October 10th at 
Jim Keller’s Foxfire studio in Richmond for the all-day 
demonstration by Don Derry. 
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Hands-on woodturning lessons by 
Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools 
or yours.  Oneway 2430 and Jet 
1642 lathes avail. 
Rates- 8 hour lesson, one person 
$135.00, lunch included, add a 
second person for $75.00.  4 hour 
lesson, one person $65.00, two for 
$40.00. 
Call 281-467-2866 for info. 

INSTRUCTION: Current woodturn-
ing instructor for the Houston Cen-
ter for Contemporary Craft, Tho-
mas Irven, will teach beginning to 
advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio. Classes will be 
individualized to your needs and 
tools will be available. Learn box 
making multi-axis, spindle, and 
bowl turning and finishing. Limited 
to 1 - 4 students. Call or email Tom 
for pricing and information. 713-
666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
For sale: Olivewood Pen Blanks 
(3/4” x3/4” x 5”) - $3.25 each. Have 
about 100. Olivewood Turning 
Blanks (1” x 1” x 6”) - $5.00 each. 
Have about 40.  Douglas Grissom, 
281-844-4397 (C), doug-
las.grissom@att.net 
 

CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

Woodturning related items of inter-
est to GCWA Members listed as a 

free service. 

President’s Challenge 
By Steve LeGrue 

 
I want to announce a new President’s 
Challenge, to be judged at our Janu-
ary meeting. This is to be a collabora-
tive challenge, with you and another 
member developing a piece. The form 
and size of the work are up to you. 
The pieces will be judged in two cate-
gories, design and technical execu-
tion. A $50 gift certificate will be 
awarded to each member of the two 
winning teams. So look around and 
find a person to collaborate with, and 
start turning! 
 
 

Christmas Ornament 
Exchange 

By Steve LeGrue 
 

For the past few years we have had a 
Christmas Ornament Exchange at the 
December meeting. This year will be 
no exception. You bring an ornament 
and go home with a beauty turned by 
one of the other members. Since Don 
Derry will be doing an ornament work-
shop on Monday the 12th, this will be 
the perfect time to hone your ornament 
skills.  

SWAT 2009 Update 
By Steve LeGrue 

 

Don’t forget that the 17th annual Symposium for the Southwest Association of 
Turners is scheduled for October 16-18 in Wichita Falls.  Those of you who have 
gone to SWAT in recent years know that the facility in Wichita Falls is superb for 
our type of gathering. It is a bit far from Houston. So I encourage you to seek out 
a friend to share the expense and long hours of the drive up there.  Note that 
SWAT is again scheduled for the same weekend that GCWA usually meets. To 
help you attend both turning activities the October GCWA monthly meeting has 
been moved up one week to October 10th. 
 
There are 6 lead demonstrators from around the world this year, including Stuart 
Batty, Mike Mahoney, Jimmy Clewes, Jamie Donaldson, Michael Mocho and 
Stephen Hatcher. They have also scheduled 14 regional demonstrators from 
across Texas and the Southwest, including three of our very own: Bill Berry, 
Brian Laing and Janice Levi. 
 
Registration can be conveniently accomplished on-line at www.swaturners.org. 
The registration form can be downloaded from the website for those who would 
prefer to register by mail. Registration includes access to the demos, lunch all 
three days, and a handbook that will be provided by the demonstrators. Banquet 
tickets are available for an additional fee. In addition, the trade show will provide 
you with the chance to see, touch, and in some cases try out the newest and 
best that the woodturning world has to offer. SWAT is a tremendous value, and I 
encourage you to support this invaluable resource. 

MEMBERSHIP 
One new member joined GCWA in September.  

Welcome to: Jesse Tavares  
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Design: 
 
Does the project have good form, is it pleasing to the eye? 
 
Does it have clean lines? 
 
Does it have good proportion? 
 
Does the wood selection compliment the design? 
 

Workmanship: 
 
Is the project free of tool marks and sanding scratches? 
 
Is it free of crushed fibers? 
 
Is it smooth to the touch and free of undulations? 
 
If a bowl or vessel, is the wall thickness consistent? 
 
If a closed form, is the inside smooth? 
 
Is the bottom finished? 
 

Finish: 
 
Has a finish been applied? 
 
Is the finish smooth? 
 
Has it been buffed? 
 

 
 
 

 

 
  JUDGING GUIDELINES   

 
The following is a guide for judging turned projects. Except for the Best of Show award in the Ad-
vanced Category, projects do not have to meet all of the criteria to be selected. However, these 
are the areas that should be developed as a woodturner's skills increase. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: You do not have to award certificates or ribbons if 
you determine projects are not "worthy". 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL SEPTEMBER SHOW & TELL 
Best of Show 
Ric Taylor 
Maple crotch platter 

 

Judges:  Cliff Harris and Kendall Westbrook 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

1st Place – Larry Zarra 
Soft maple bowl  

2nd Place – Dave 
Greenwalt 

Small 
yupon 
bowl  

3rd Place – Ed Peine 
Red cedar bowl 
 
(No picture available) 

Advanced Category 
Honorable Mention – 
Jerry Collins 
Soft maple bowl  

1st Place – Paula Haymond 
Amboina bowl 

2nd Place – John King 
Unknown wood bowl  

3rd Place – Frank Campbell 
Poplar plate 

Intermediate Category  
 

 
 

2nd Place – Jesse Tabares 
 
Crepe myrtle  
vase 

Beginner Category  
 
 

1st Place – Dale Barrack 
 

Carved/
dyed 
pecan 
bowl 

2nd Place – 
Kendall Weatbrook 

 
Baltic birch 
goblet 

3rd Place – 
Bill Pottorf 
 
Mesquite/
maple 
space crea-
ture 

Enhanced Category 
Honorable Mention – 
Paula Haymond 
Pierced poplar plate 

 
 

 
 

1st Place – Jerry Collins 
Beech, 
maple, 
purple-
heart 
bowl 

2nd Place – Eddie James 
 

Mesquite, 
maple, 
walnut urn 

3rd Place – Eddie James 
Mesquite, maple, walnut 
hollow form 

Sgemented Category  
 

 
 

 

1st Place – Jesse 
Tabares 

 
Cedar 
goblet 

Honorable Mention – 
John King 
Box elder & tulipwood ice 
cream scoops 

3rd Place – Jesse Tabares 
 

Crepe 
myrtle cup 

Honorable Mention – Jesse 
Tabares 

 
Cedar goblet 

Honorable Mention – 
Ed Spicer 

Maple, 
wenge, ma-
hogany vase 
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Snapshots from the September meeting 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
If you would like to have one of 
these individuals talk with you about 
a particular piece, feel free to bring 
it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

 

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:  Ric Taylor & Dale Barrack 

Bill Pottorf and Jerry Bennett 
collaborated on two pieces to 

pay homage to Bill Tilson. 

James Johnson from Kerrville demonstrated mak-
ing “pods” or “squirts”. 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 
October 10, 2009 ~ GCWA General Meeting  
Location: Foxfire Studio, 105 S. 2nd St, Richmond, TX 

77469 ~ demonstrator, Don Derry 
 
October 16 - 18, 2009 ~ SWAT convention 
Location: Wichita Falls, TX 
 
November 9, 2009 ~ Board Meeting ~ Ed Peine 
 
November 21, 2009 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ TBA 
Location: Clarks Hardwood, 700 E 5 1/2 St, Houston, TX 

77007 ~ demonstrator, Ed Peine 
 
December 7, 2009 ~ Board Meeting ~ George Kabacin-

ski 
 
December 19, 2009 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
Location: Bayland Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet, 

Houston, TX 77074 
 
January 4, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ Steve LeGrue 
 
January 16, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting  
Location: University of Houston 
 
February 8, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ TBD 
 
February 20, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting  
Location: Foxfire Studio~ demonstrator, John Horn 
 
March 8, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ TBD 
 
March 20, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting  
Location: Memorial Lutheran Church, 5800 Westheimer, 

Houston, TX 77057~ demonstrator, Janice Levi 

October Meeting 
 

October Meeting Program 
Don Derry from Ellensburg, WA, will be 

demonstrating 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Steve LeGrue - President 

(832) 496-0040 cell 
slegrue@comcast.net 

 

Dave Barziza - Vice President/ 
Judging 
(713) 661-5941 
dbarziza@earthlink.net 

 

John Van Domelen - Secretary/ 
Website Technical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Jim Keller—Treasurer 
(281) 467-2866 
jimkeller.foxfire@comcast.net 

George Kabacinski - Past President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Ed Peine - Board Member 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 

 

Derek Powers - Board Member 
(832) 444-2470 
derekpowers@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 
 

Ben Gray - Board Member 
(281) 859-3132 
BenG@rigidbuilding.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Director 
(281) 358-8529 

 
Andy Chen—Newsletter Editor 

(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Foxfire Studio 
105 S. 2nd St., Richmond, TX 77469 

(281) 467-2866 
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Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supply: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.texasturnortwo.com 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: gcwa@swbell.net 
GCWA Websites: 

www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Steve LeGrue 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to Jim Keller, 105 S. 2nd 
Street, Richmond, TX 77406.  Make 
your check payable to GCWA or 
Gulf Coast Woodturners Assn. 
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