
PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
The folks are back from Wichita Falls and the SWAT 

symposium where they all had a great time and learned 
a lot. Thanks to the team (lead by Paula Haymond), 
who trolled for raffle items and other goodies for the club. 
George Kabacinski and Ben Gray were instrumental in 
getting the A/V system up and running. Thanks also to 
the many folks who helped run the cameras during our 
room sponsorship. This is something we need to con-
tinue to train on.  So please volunteer at meetings. 

 

I donated a bunch of stuff to SWAT this year, be-
cause they are a 501c3 charity and donations are tax-
deductible. I would have donated the stuff to this club, 
but we lack the tax status to allow me and other donors 
to deduct. If we have anyone capable of helping us with 
these filings, etc., please let Jim Keller or me know. 

 

Our all-day demonstration with Don Derry went well, 
and a DVD of his demo is available for you to check out 
from our library. We did not record either of his all-day 
hands on sessions, but I think all the participants learned 
a great deal from Don. We will be getting more national 
talent in the future. So stay tuned. A couple of items 
were lost at Foxfire when Don was there: a Oneway live 
center (NEW!) and a knock-out bar. If you brought tools 
to Foxfire for a class, please check your kit and see if 
you might have picked up one of these. The live center 
will cost the club $100 to replace. 

 

The club has lots of activities planned for the next 
few months, not least of which is the annual Retreat in 
May, 2010. I know it seems like a long time in the future, 
but it is really right around the corner. We need volun-
teers of every sort to help with this year’s Retreat. From 
committee chairs to demonstrators to lathe donors, we 
need help. The same folks can’t keep doing it year-after-
year. So roll up your sleeves and help. We need demon-
strators, equipment, raffle items, refreshment wranglers, 
and more. Please see me if you can take a committee 
responsibility. 

 

Don’t forget that the December meeting at Bayland 
Community Park will see our annual Ornament Ex-
change. Whether it is a star, an icicle, or a dreidel, bring 
a turned ornament and take a different one home. I have 
several nicely turned pieces from years past that I treas-
ure. The ornament just has to be able to hang on our 
tree stand. 

 

Your membership in GCWA is based on the calen-
dar year, so our dues for 2010 are due. Please see Jim 
Keller to pay your dues. See the note later in this news-
letter (page 3) about all the benefits of membership in 

both this club and the American Association of Wood-
turners. 

 

As you remember, I called for a President’s Col-
laborative Challenge, to be judged at our January 
meeting at the U of H. This is for two person teams, with 
prizes. One of the team members does not need to have 
done any turning, if they contributed significantly to the 
appearance of the piece. Spouse teams are encouraged. 
See the note later in the newsletter (page 2). 

 

Next month, our program will be by Eddie James, 
talking about how to apply a durable, clear epoxy finish 
to wood. I for one, am anxious to see how he gets that 
finish. That will be December 19 at Bayland Commu-
nity Park. In January, or own Fog Tanner will demon-
strate methods of patination at the U of H.  If that is not 
correct, I’m sure Fog will talk to us about another, 
equally fascinating topic. Thanks to everyone who volun-
teers to demonstrate at our meetings. If you have some-
thing to show us by way of a demo, please let me know. 

 

This month (Saturday November 21 at 9:00 am), our 
meeting will be at Clark’s Hardwood Lumber up in the 
Heights. There are lots of beautiful eye-candy for wood 
junkies like me at Clark’s. It is one of those places you 
can see from I-10, but you can’t get there. Take the 
Heights Blvd/Studemont exit.  It is just south of  White 
Oak at Granberry, east of Heights Blvd (see the map 
later in the newsletter).  We will be in the back building 
(#3?) on the left as you go in, so park in the lot to the left 
of the main entrance. Bring a chair if you need one. Lim-
ited parking makes this one a good idea for car pooling. 
Our program this month will be Ed Peine, showing us 
how he makes his kaleidoscopes, particularly the object 
chamber. Ed is a fairly new turner, but he does some 
amazing work, and consistently wins praise at our show 
and tells. I’ll see you at Clark’s.  

 
Steve LeGrue 
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Hands-on woodturning lessons by 
Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools 
or yours.  Oneway 2430 and Jet 
1642 lathes avail. 
Rates- 8 hour lesson, one person 
$135.00, lunch included, add a 
second person for $75.00.  4 hour 
lesson, one person $65.00, two for 
$40.00. 
Call 281-467-2866 for info. 

INSTRUCTION: Current woodturn-
ing instructor for the Houston Cen-
ter for Contemporary Craft, Tho-
mas Irven, will teach beginning to 
advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio. Classes will be 
individualized to your needs and 
tools will be available. Learn box 
making multi-axis, spindle, and 
bowl turning and finishing. Limited 
to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail 
Tom for pricing and information. 
713-666-6881. 
trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
For sale: Olivewood Pen Blanks 
(3/4” x3/4” x 5”) - $3.25 each. Have 
about 100. Olivewood Turning 
Blanks (1” x 1” x 6”) - $5.00 each. 
Have about 40.  Douglas Grissom, 
281-844-4397 (M), doug-
las.grissom@att.net 
 
Jamieson hollowing system: com-
plete system to fit a Jet 1642, 
$150.00; Delta 12 inch disc sander, 
$90.00; Oneway’s steady rest, 
$75.00; Oneway’s Easy Core sys-
tem, with 16” base, $100.00; 
Jet 1642 VSL 2 hp, 220 volt com-
plete $1000.00, or best offer; 
Ryobi oscillating sander, $75.00 
Contact Paula via email at pjhay-
mond@comcast.net 
 
 

CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

Woodturning related items of inter-
est to GCWA Members listed as a 

free service. 

President’s Challenge 
By Steve LeGrue 

 
I want to remind you of the new Presi-
dent’s Challenge, to be judged at our 
January meeting. This is to be a col-
laborative challenge, with you and 
another member developing a piece. 
The form and size of the work are up 
to you. The team can be made up of 
any two members, novice or expert. 
GCWA offers a family membership, so 
if you and your sweety want to submit 
a piece, great. Remember that surface 
decoration can add a lot to a piece. 
The pieces will be judged in two cate-
gories, design and technical execu-
tion. A $50 gift certificate will be 
awarded to each member of the two 
winning teams. So look around and 
find a person to collaborate with, and 
start turning!  
 
 
 

Christmas Ornament 
Exchange 

By Steve LeGrue 
 

One of the long-standing traditions in 
GCWA is to host a Christmas Orna-
ment Exchange at the December meet-
ing, 12/19. This year will be no excep-
tion. You bring an ornament and go 
home with a beauty turned by one of 
the other members. We should see at 
least 5 from those of us who took Don 
Derry’s workshop. Anything goes, but it 
has to be able to hang on the tree. 
Have fun.  

Annual SWAT Symposium 
By Andy Chen 

 

Another very successful SWAT symposium was held October 16 - 18 in Wichita 
Falls, TX this year.  There were 523 registered attendees, not a record but close, 
probably because of the remote location to the bulk of Texas turners. Consider-
ing the sagging economy it was a very good showing.  There was a great lineup 
of demonstrators, including Jimmy Clewes, Mike Mahoney, Stuart Batty, Jamie 
Donaldson, Michael Mocho, and Stephen Hatcher at the national/international 

level.  Our very own Bill Berry, Janice Levi, Brian Laing, 
Larry Zarra, Greg Gonsalves and Don Fluker demoed as 
well.  One of the things that was new at this year’s sym-
posium is that an AAW board member, Cassandra 
Speier, present at the symposium, announced that 
SWAT was one of the 2 
regional meetings that 
AAW will select a num-

ber of pieces (20?) from the instant gallery to 
be displayed in the gallery at the AAW head-
quarters in Minneapolis, MN.  Our Gary Rock 
had one piece that was selected.  Gary had 
another honor.  One of his pieces (not sure if it 
is the same one) was also picked for critique 
and I do not recall any negative comments on 

A collaboration between Stacie Grange 
and Bill Tilson 

Ornaments 
from 2008 
Exchange 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Membership Dues 
By Steve LeGrue 

 
Your 2010 dues are due by January 1 for both your GCWA 
and your American Association of Woodturners member-
ships. Our dues are $25 per year, which gets you  
• access to our excellent library of DVDs 
• instruction by some of the best turners in the country 
through our monthly demos 
• the ability to show your work for praise and critique at 
our instant galleries and the show and tell 
• Web-based information of turning events, techniques, 
and sightings of wood 
• access to our annual Retreat, one of the biggest, and 
certainly the best, three day-long hands-on woodturning 
rendezvous in the world 
• you get your work showcased in our web galleries, 
seen by millions 
• Donuts! 
Discounts from local woodworker supplies, typically 10% 
Send your check for $25 to Jim Keller at the address below 
to pay for your 2010 GCWA membership. Or give your 
dues to him or to me at the next meeting. 
 

Jim Keller, Treasurer 
c/o Foxfire Studios 

1815 Wildwood Lane 
Richmond, TX 77469 

 
The annual AAW dues are $48 for a general membership, 
and $53 for a family to join. Benefits of the AAW are many: 
• Now 6 issues of their excellent journal 
• For a club to be qualified to be an AAW sanctioned 
chapter with the AAW furnishing the liability insurance for 
the chapter, all officers and directors of that chapter must 
be AAW members.  Only AAW members will be insured 
under this policy for claims that may be brought against 
them for bodily injuries that they may have caused to an-
other person while performing a chapter sanctioned activ-
ity. Chapter members that are not AAW members who par-
ticipate in chapter sanctioned activities are not insured for 
claims that may be brought against them. (AAW Board 
letter to chapter presidents, Nov, 2009) 
• Group rates to insure your shop and its contents are 
available to AAW members as a supplement to your home-
owner’s or business insurance. As you probably know, 
home shops are typically viewed by insurance adjusters as 
home-based businesses and not covered by your home-
owners insurance without specific riders. The AAW insur-
ance also seems to cover you for losses and liability due to 
instruction and showing at festivals. Check with the AAW 
for specific details. 
• Group rates for health insurance 
Discounts for AAW logoware and activities, such as the 
national symposium. 
You can renew your AAW membership on-line at 
www.woodturner.org. 

News and Announcements 
 
Studio Open House 
John Van Domelen's New Studio 
3314 Wentworth 
Houston TX 77004 
  
1-3 p.m. November 21st after the general meeting. 
Stop by for light snacks and a drink. 
  
Studio is in the back, behind the house. 
Map: http://www.mapquest.com/maps?
address=3314+Wentworth&zipcode=77004 

 
 
 
AAW Survey 
The American Association of Woodturners is conducting a 
survey of its members, and need your help. This is an 
online (internet based) survey.  The survey may be ac-
cessed by going to this web address: http://tinyurl.com/
yhypa8m.  The survey will be "live" through Jan 31, 2010. 
 
 

it.  Larry Zarra also had a bowl 
critiqued and it was also all posi-
tive comments as I recall.  Con-
grats, Gary and Larry.  There 
were too many good demos that I 
do not have enough room here to 
report.  Just one more item of 
general interest to mention: 
There is a big change next year and at least the 4 years 
after that.  The symposium will be held in August (27 – 29, 

next year) instead of the traditional 
October.  The reason for this is that 
SWAT has been trying to find a 
more central location for the event.  
The Waco convention center is a 
suitable venue but because of the 
Baylor football season, they can’t 
guarantee weekends in October.  SWAT explored other 
central Texas cities but either they are not the right size or 
the price is not right.  So they negotiated a 5-year contract 
with Waco to hold the convention there in August. It will be 
much more convenient for our members to attend.  

(Continued from page 2) 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL OCTOBER SHOW & TELL 
Best of Show 
Ed Peine 
Walnut hollow form 

 
 
 
 

Judges:  Derek Powers and Gene Bradley 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

1st Place – Ed Peine 
  
   
Mesquite vase  

2nd Place – Dave Barziza 
 
Juniper 
hollow 
form  

3rd Place – Doug Davis 
Spalted live oak bowl 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Dennis April 
 
Cherry 
bowl 

2nd Place – Paula Haymond  
Maple bowl  

3rd Place – Dennis April 
Cherry platter 

Intermediate Category  
 
 
 

2nd Place – Dan Weaver 
 
 
Cedar Christmas 
ornament 

Beginner Category  
 
 

1st Place – Brian Laing 
 

Mahogany/
blackwood 
box 

2nd Place – Bill Pottorf 
 

 
Maple 
box 

3rd Place –Steve LeGrue 
 

 
Pear 
bowl 

Enhanced Category  
 
 
 

1st Place – Rene Gonzalez-
Mahogany kaleidoscope 

2nd Place – Rene Gonzalez-
Walnut/maple kaleidoscope 

3rd Place – Rene Gonzalez 
Oak kaleidoscope 

Sgemented Category  
 
 
 

 

1st Place – Ken Hall 
 

Mesquite 
goblet 

3rd Place – Dan Weaver 
 
 
Pens 



November, 2009 -  Page 5 

 

 

Snapshots from the October meeting 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
If you would like to have one of 
these individuals talk with you about 
a particular piece, feel free to bring 
it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

 

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:  Dale Barrack 

Don Derry demonstrating 
turning a sphere 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 
November 21, 2009 ~ GCWA General Meeting 
Location: Clark’s Hardwood, 700 E 5 1/2 St, Houston, 

TX 77007 ~ demonstrator, Ed Peine 
 
December 7, 2009 ~ Board Meeting ~ George Kabacin-

ski 
 
December 19, 2009 ~ GCWA General Meeting 
Location: Bayland Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet, 

Houston, TX 77074  ~ demonstrator, Eddie James 
 
January 4, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ Steve LeGrue 
 
January 16, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting  
Location: University of Houston ~ demonstrator, Fog 

Tanner 
 
February 8, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ TBD 
 
February 20, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting  
Location: Foxfire Studio, 105 S. 2nd St, Richmond, TX 

77469 ~ demonstrator, John Horn 
 
March 8, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ TBD 
 
March 20, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting  
Location: Memorial Lutheran Church, 5800 Westheimer, 

Houston, TX 77057~ demonstrator, Janice Levi 

November Meeting 
 

November Meeting Program 
Ed Peine will be demonstrating how to 

make a kaleidoscope. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Steve LeGrue - President 

(832) 496-0040 cell 
slegrue@comcast.net 

 

Dave Barziza - Vice President/ 
Judging 
(713) 661-5941 
dbarziza@earthlink.net 

 

John Van Domelen - Secretary/ 
Website Technical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Jim Keller—Treasurer 
(281) 467-2866 
jimkeller.foxfire@comcast.net 

George Kabacinski - Past President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Ed Peine - Board Member 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 

 

Derek Powers - Board Member 
(832) 444-2470 
derekpowers@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 
 

Ben Gray - Board Member 
(281) 859-3132 
BenG@rigidbuilding.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Director 
(281) 358-8529 

 
Andy Chen—Newsletter Editor 

(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Clark’s Hardwood Lumber 
700 E 5 1/2 Street, Houston, TX 

(713) 862-6628 
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Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supply: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.texasturnortwo.com 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: gcwa@swbell.net 
GCWA Websites: 

www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Steve LeGrue 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to Jim Keller, 105 S. 2nd 
Street, Richmond, TX 77406.  Make 
your check payable to GCWA or 
Gulf Coast Woodturners Assn. 

Copyright 2009 GCWA 


