
PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
The new decade is here (or a year away, depending 

on your outlook), and our club has lots of activities 
planned. The Retreat is just around the corner, even tho’ it 
is 4 months away.  We have guest demonstrators being 
scheduled, and April will see both the annual picnic and 
The Woodworking Show. 

 

Now is the time to renew your membership in 
GCWA.  Annual family membership is $25, which includes 
numerous benefits.  Please be sure that we have all your 
current information, especially if you just joined recently.  
Having said this, I see that our member’s map on the web-
site has a phone number for me that I have not used in 15 
years (!). We would like to be able to send the newsletter 
by e-mail where possible, but if you don’t have a computer 
(about 10 of us), then we will mail a newsletter to you.  We 
blew it at the meeting in November at Clark’s Hardwood, 
because we took your dues without confirming your per-
sonal info.  So please check with Derek Powers or me at 
the meeting. 

 

Speaking of our next meeting, Fog Tanner will be our 
demonstrator this month at the U of H Architecture shop.  
Fog will present a demo on "Dying Wood - Start to Finish".  
I’m sure many of you have admired Fog’s use of color and 
wax to enhance otherwise bland wood.  In February we 
will have a regional demonstrator from the Fort Worth 
area, John Horn.  John will also be presenting at the U of 
H Architecture shop, and will give us a talk on getting the 
most out of your mini-lathe in the morning session.  This 
will be followed in the afternoon by a longer demonstration 
on the secrets of making a peppermill.  The afternoon ses-
sion will be $25 per person.  You can sign up for the after-
noon session at this month’s meeting.  Many thanks to 
Tommy Joe for making the U of H facilities available to 
us. 

 

The January meeting will also host the first Presi-
dent’s Challenge of the new decade: a collaboration.  
This Challenge is a little different in that we are offering a 
prize to the winning teams.  The judging will be on two 
aspects of the work, artistic and technical excellence. The 
winning teams will each receive gift certificates worth 
$100.  If that doesn’t get your juices flowing, I don’t know 
what will.  I hope you are working hard on this, because it 
will be tough to beat my team’s entry. 

 

The annual picnic is just around the corner, April 17.  
Board member Ben Gray went out in the wee hours of 
January 4th to stand in the cold and secure us a pavilion at 

George Bush Park.  This is the same place we had last 
year, but we can hope the weather is more forgiving this 
year.  Thanks for the effort, Ben.  More detail will be forth-
coming, but I’m sure we will have a great time again this 
year.  This same weekend will also see The Woodwork-
ing Shows return to Houston.  They will again be at the 
Merrill Center in Katy, which is good for those of us who 
chafe at paying $10 to park at the dome.  We will have a 
booth at the show and if you are interested in helping to 
man the booth and maybe turn a bit, please see Greg 
Gonsalves, who is heading up this effort for us again this 
year.  Thanks for all the effort, Greg. 

 

At the December meeting the Board presented a Life-
time Achievement Award in Woodturning to our own 
Chapter Treasure, Luna Ford.  Luna has been a member 
of this club almost since its founding, and has done as 
much or more than anyone I know to foster the mission of 
GCWA to educate on the art and craft of woodturning.  He 
has influenced almost every member of this club, and cer-
tainly made me a better, more attentive turner.  I hope you 
were there to see Luna receive this award.  If you missed 
it, check out the pictures in the meeting gallery on the 
website.  In addition to the plaque recognizing his contri-
butions, Luna received a Lifetime Membership in 
GCWA. 

 

SWAT is going to be in Waco for the next few years, 
and 2010 also represents a big change in SWAT schedul-
ing, since it will be in AUGUST, not the traditional October 
date.  The dates are August 27-29.  This change was 
made to accommodate the Baylor football schedule.  If 
you are interested in giving a demo at SWAT, please con-
tact George Hancock at gwh@apex2000.net.  I will be 
going to the SWAT Board meeting later this month, and I 
expect to get more information at that time. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Hands-on woodturning lessons by Jim Kel-
ler at Foxfire Studios.  You pick the sub-
ject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes avail.  Rates- 8 
hour lesson, one person $135.00, lunch 
included, add a second person for $75.00.  
4 hour lesson, one person $65.00, two for 
$40.00. 
Call 281-467-2866 for info. 

INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning in-
structor for the Houston Center for Con-
temporary Craft, Thomas Irven, will teach 
beginning to advanced participants turning 
in 
his Bellaire Studio. Classes will be indi-
vidualized to your needs and tools will be 
available. Learn box making multi-axis, 
spindle, and bowl turning and finishing. 
Limited 
to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for 
pricing and information. 713-666-6881. 
trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
For sale: Olivewood Pen Blanks (3/4” 
x3/4” x 5”) - $3.25 each. Have about 100. 
Olivewood Turning Blanks (1” x 1” x 6”) - 
$5.00 each. Have about 40.  Douglas 
Grissom, 281-844-4397 (M), doug-
las.grissom@att.net 
 
For Sale: Jet 1236 lathe, with original ac-
cessories, $300; contact Rich Steber, 281-
534-6695; Dickinson, TX 
 
For sale:  Oneway 1640, 2 HP motor, all 
factory accessories plus a 5” face plate 
Additional items included: 

Vic Mark chuck, VM120 
Vacuum chucking system: pump (220v), 

3 ½” drum, adapter, gauge 
Light bar bolted to the lathe 
Side cutting scrapers 
Chuck reversing adapter 
Radius curved bowl rest 
A couple of big pieces of wood. 

Asking $4,000.00 
Contact Johnny Turner at (979) 412-3172 
M) or jlturner@suddenlink.net  

CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

Woodturning related items of interest to 
GCWA Members listed as a free service. 

President’s Challenge 
 

By Steve LeGrue 
 

I want to remind you of the President’s 
Challenge, to be judged at this month’s 
meeting. This is to be a collaborative chal-
lenge, with you and another member de-
veloping a piece. The form and size of the 
work are up to you. The team can be 
made up of any two members, novice or 
expert, and you can be a member of more 
than one team.. GCWA offers a family 
membership, so if you and your sweety 
want to submit a piece, great. Remember that surface decoration can 
add a lot to a piece. The pieces will be judged in two categories, design 
and technical execution. Gift certificates worth $100 will be awarded to 
each of the two winning teams. So look around and find a person to col-
laborate with, and start turning!  

To Gulf Coast Woodturners 
 

By Michelle Alspaw 
 

Merry Christmas to all is what my dad would want me to tell you today, 
instead I am having to tell you that this Christmas morning my wonderful, 

loving, brave and caring father passed 
away after a long and brave battle that 
in the end he could not win.  Many of 
you know that he had an LVAD (heart 
pump) placed inside his chest in July of 
2008, he had to have a second one im-
planted in November of 2008.  He was a 
trooper through it all, always having a 
joke to tell anyone who came into his 
hospital room.  With the 2nd LVAD they 
had complications from an infection that 
he had been trying very hard to fight for 
the last year.  In August of 2009 he had 
a stroke due to low blood pressure from 
the infection that paralyzed his right 
side.  He had not been home since 

then.  Still he always had a smile or a joke for everyone.  In this last 
month he had decided that he wanted to come home he was tired and 
did not want to go back to the hospital.  So on December 23rd we fol-
lowed his wishes and decided to bring him home from the hospital and 
just several hours before he passed away he was telling jokes and mak-
ing us and friends that had stopped by to visit laugh.  I know that he 
would want everyone to say a little prayer for all of us still here hurting 
from our loss, but to then turn around and tell a joke from him and make 
someone else smile as he always found a way to make us smile. 

A collaboration between Stacie 
Grange and Bill Tilson 

MEMBERSHIP 
Mike Kaiser, Marvin Kaiser, Edward Morales, Luke Bradford, Charles 
Loftis in addition to Mike Stall, joined the club in November.  Mike Bre-
land, Gene Childers, Charles Graham, and Charles Rushing joined the 

club in December. Welcome aboard. 
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Another activity that is rapidly bearing down on us is 
the annual Retreat, scheduled for May 21-23 at Montgom-
ery County Fairgrounds.  (Note that this is one week later 
than our regular meeting weekend, and will be the May 
meeting).  George Kabacinski has graciously agreed to 
coordinate this effort again this year, and Tom Enloe will 
be setting up the program.  If you would like to teach a 
class at the Retreat this year, please contact Tom.  The 
Retreat takes an enormous amount of work and your ef-
forts are what make it a great event. So please plan on 
attending and volunteering.  We will need lathes, grinders, 
and a variety of other equipment.  If you can help out there 
contact our lathe rangler Doug Grissom (see below). 

 

Finally, Mike Stall has been busting his rump collect-
ing wood from Galveston that was killed by Hurricane Ike 
and the accompanying storm surge.  Some 40,000 trees 
were removed from the island over the past year (mostly 
Live Oak), and now efforts are underway to aid in the re-
planting of Galveston.  Late last year Mike helped organize 
a showing of Ike-wood turnings at the Grand Opera 
House that raised several thousand dollars.  These pieces 
were donated by GCWA members (you know who you are) 
to aid in the reclamation.  Next April Mike is organizing a 
show at the Grand for Ike-wood turnings, and this time the 
sales price will be split with the artist.  So if you have an 
interest in this project, get your hands on some Galveston 
wood and start turning. 

I am sorry to report the passing of a long-time GCWA 
member, Jerry Alspaw. Jerry joined us in 1992, and was 
always an active member.  Our condolences go out to 
Jerry’s family and friends. I just heard that another mem-
ber, Bill Berry, is in the hospital recovering from surgery to 
repair a heart aneurism.  Please give Bill your thought and 
prayers for a speedy recovery. 

 

See you at U of  H for Fog, and remember to bring 
your entry to the President’s Challenge, your regular 
Show-and-Tell pieces, and your checkbook to renew your 
membership to the best AAW chapter in the country. 

 
 

Steve LeGrue 

 

Lathes for Spring Retreat 
 

By Doug Grissom 
 

I would like to start off by thanking each and every one of you who allowed your lathe to be used at the 2009 Spring 
Retreat.  Without the ~75 lathes and other equipment that were there, we would not have had a successful retreat. 
 
It is now time to start thinking about the 2010 Spring Retreat.  Again, we will need about the same number of lathes, 
sharpening systems and band saws that we had last year.  To break down what we will need: 

Full size lathes (Jet 1642 or larger) -    21 
Mini/Midi Lathes (up to Jet 1236) -    54 

Whatever the breakdown, we need about 75.  For each lathe, we will need chuck with standard jaws, live cen-
ter, drive center, tool rest, knockout bar, light and stand for mini/midi lathes. 

Sharpening Systems such as  
Wolverine/Tormak -    12-15 
Large Band saw -    1-2 

 
One other request, some members have lathes that they would allow to be used but have no means to get it to the re-
treat.  If you can help by picking up one or more lathes, please contact me.  I will also need some help with some of the 
items I picked up last year.  I no longer have a full size pick-up and can not carry everything I did last year. 
 
To volunteer you lathe or help pick up some of the equipment, contact me at douglas.grissom@att.net or 281-859-9134. 
 
 

Continued from page 1 
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Those of you who were at the December general meeting 
may have noticed the large (15” x 15”) hollow form vessel 
that I displayed.  Some questions were asked about the 
finishing method used.  I tried to answer completely but 
I'm sure some steps were under-emphasized or inadver-
tently left out ... so here is "Ed's recipe". 
 

1.  With the piece still mounted on the lathe and lathe 
speed at ~100 rpm, power sand bare wood to 320 grit.  I 
use an angle drill with 5" or 6" disc.  Use a hard disc up to 
180 grit and a soft backed disc for grits over 180. 
 

2.  Apply 3 coats of Waterlox with a brush or cloth.  Let 
dry overnight between coats.  Try to avoid runs but be-
cause Waterlox is very thin you will get runs.  Don't worry, 
they will sand out later.  Apply extra coat or coats as nec-
essary to completely seal punky/porous areas.  Turn over 
and apply 3 coats to bottom of the vessel.  Let last coat 
dry at least 7 days so it gets real dry and hard. 
 

3.  Hand sand runs, drips, brush hairs, dust, etc. with 320 
grit.  Sand just until the gloss is gone. 
 

4.  Remount the vessel on the lathe.  With the lathe 
stopped or turning (your choice) at ~100 rpm, power sand 
with Abralon 500, 1000, 2000, and finally 4000.  The 
Abralon is hook and loop and mounts to a 6" disc turned 
by the angle drill.  Spend a few minutes with the 500 to 
get rid of the 320 scratches, but it only takes a few light 
passes with the 1000, 2000 and 4000.  You can skip the 
4000 but the buffing (the next step) is much easier if you 
use 4000.  Don't try to hand sand with Abralon at least it 
doesn't work for me. 
 

5.  Take the vessel off the lathe.  Mount an 8" buffing 
wheel on your lathe.  Apply white diamond abrasive stick 
directly to the buffing wheel.  Holding the vessel in your 
hands lightly touch the vessel to the spinning buffing 
wheel.  Start with 700-900 rpm but experiment with lathe 
speed that works best for you.  Several light passes 
should be all that is necessary to achieve a glossy finish.  

White diamond is very forgiving so you can go over and 
over any area or spot till it shines like you want it to shine. 
 

6.  If you like the finish then apply paste wax.  Buff before 
the wax gets too hard.  Use a buffing wheel that is dedi-
cated to wax, i.e., don't use the white diamond wheel. 
 

7. If there are holidays or other imperfections don't 
wax...Rather hand scuff with 320 grit to give 'tooth' to the 
old Waterlox then apply 1, 2 or more coats of Waterlox 
and repeat steps 3-6 as necessary. 
 

Now for some random thoughts: 
 

The Abralon makes a big difference.  It eliminates the 
need to use Tripoli.  Abralon can be used wet or dry but I 
use it dry.  It is very durable and is washable in clear wa-
ter.  It is available at Woodfinishersdepot.com or at 
2sand.com. 
 

I use Waterlox Original (sealer/finish) but other tung oil 
varnishes should work as well.  Three coats on bare 
wood will leave wood grain visible so the piece still looks 
like wood ---5 coats fills in more grain so the piece has 
less wood grain visible and is more glossy...you control 
the gloss by the number of coats applied.  (Editor’s note:  
Waterlox is not just tung oil.  It is “polymerized tung oil” 
with additives, proprietary, of course.  The other product 
that performs similarly is Liberon Finishing Oil.) 
 

Larry Zarra asked what hollowing system I used to create 
the large vessel and I mentioned only the Oneway laser.  
I forgot to credit Greg Gonsalves for making a large 
(1.625” x 4') hollowing bar that the Oneway laser attaches 
to.  Greg's large bar, weighing 45 lb, will go 18" off the 
tool rest without vibration. 
 

Anyone that is interested could post comments or ques-
tions on the GCWA website Forum Discussion page, then 
we can get input from all members.  Also, feel free to call 
me (832 289 0659) for further discussions. 

Buffing Finishes 
By Ed Peine 

News and Announcements 
 

Introduction to Wood Turning with Thomas Irven 
 

One class, 7 hours total 
Saturday, February 27; 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Tuition: $125.00 + $20.00 materials fee 
 

Learn how to make beautiful wood objects on a lathe with former HCCC resident artist Thomas Irven.  Thomas will dis-
cuss proper design and finishing techniques, as well as function.  Participants must be over 18.  The workshop will take 
place at Tom Irven Studios (directions provided upon registration).  Limited to 4 participants. 
Sign up through Houston Center for Contemporary Craft at www.crafthouston.org or 713-539-4848. 
 
Bill Berry 
 

Bill is in the hospital recovering from surgery to repair a heart aneurism.  We wish him a speedy recovery. 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL DECEMBER SHOW & TELL Best of Show 
Ed Peine 
 

Walnut hollow form 

 
 
 
 

Judges:  Clyde Collier and Linda Bohl 
Photos:  Paul Millo 

1st Place – Ed Peine 
  
   
Mesquite 
hollow 
form 

2nd Place – Larry Zarra 
Red oak bow 

3rd Place – Larry Zarra 
Pecan bowl 

 
 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Dayton Dickey 
 
Juniper peppermill 

2nd Place – Frank Campbell  
Mesquite mirrors 

3rd Place – Al Reese 
 
Cocobolo vase 

Intermediate Category  
 
 
 

Beginner Category  
 
 

2nd Place – Steve Wiggins 
Sycamore Bowl 

 

3rd Place –Al Reese 
 

 
Grapefruit wood 
bowl 

Enhanced Category  
 
 
 

1st Place – Kendall Westbrook 
 

Baltic birch ply-
wood/bloodwood 
goblet 

2nd Place – Rene Gonzalez 
Bubinga/padauk kaleidoscopes  

3rd Place – John King 
 
Mesquite/
bloodwood 
peppermills 

Sgemented Category  
 
 
 

 

1st Place – Delia Spicer 
 
Maple 
bowl 

1st Place – Eddie James 
 

Mesquite/
Bloodwood 
Lidded Spindle 
box Set  
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Snapshots from the December meeting 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
If you would like to have one of 
these individuals talk with you about 
a particular piece, feel free to bring 
it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

 

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:  Ric Taylor & Dale Barrack 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 
January 16, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM 

- noon  
Location: University of Houston main campus ~ demon-

strator, Fog Tanner 
 
February 8, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ Dave Barziza’s 

house 
 
February 20, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 

AM - noon  
Location: University of Houston main campus ~ demon-

strator, John Horn 
 
March 8, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ Tom Irven’s house 
 
March 20, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM - 

noon  
Location: Memorial Lutheran Church, 5800 Westheimer, 

Houston, TX 77057~ demonstrator, Janice Levi 
 
April 5, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ Jim Keller’s studio 
 
April 17, 2010 ~ GCWA picnic ~ 9:00 AM - noon  
Location: George Bush Park 
 
May 3, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ TBD 
 
May 21-23, 2010 ~ GCWA Spring Retreat ~ 8:00 AM - 

5:00 PM  
Location: Montgomery County Fairgrounds, Conroe, TX 
 

June 7, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ TBD 
 
June 19, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM - 

noon  
Location: Bayland Community Center, Houston, TX 
 
June 18-20, 2010 ~ AAW Symposium ~ Hartford, CT 

( More information at: www.woodturner.org/sym/
sym2010/ )  

 
July 5, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ TBD 
 
July 17, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM - 

noon   
Location: TBD 

January Meeting 
 

January Meeting Program 
Fog Tanner: Dying Wood - Start to Finish 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Steve LeGrue - President 

(832) 496-0040 cell 
slegrue@comcast.net 

 

Dave Barziza - Vice President/ 
Judging 
(713) 661-5941 
dbarziza@earthlink.net 

 

John Van Domelen - Secretary/ 
Website Technical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Jim Keller—Treasurer 
(281) 467-2866 
jimkeller.foxfire@comcast.net 

George Kabacinski - Past President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Ed Peine - Board Member 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 

 

Derek Powers - Board Member 
(832) 444-2470 
derekpowers@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 
 

Ben Gray - Board Member 
(281) 859-3132 
BenG@rigidbuilding.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Director 
(281) 358-8529 

 
Andy Chen—Newsletter Editor 

(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

University of Houston, main campus 
Keeland Design Center 

(Next to Architecture Bldg) 

Bayland Park 
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Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supply: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.texasturnortwo.com 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: gcwa@swbell.net 
GCWA Websites: 

www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Steve LeGrue 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to Jim Keller, 105 S. 2nd 
Street, Richmond, TX 77406.  Make 
your check payable to GCWA or 
Gulf Coast Woodturners Assn. 

Copyright 2010 GCWA 


