
PRESIDENT�’S CORNER 
 
Are you ready to be blown away and entertained by Mi-
chael Hosaluk?  Michael will be demonstrating for us and 
running hands-on sessions November 13th-17th (see 
page 5).  Please be aware that November 13th is the SEC-
OND Saturday of the month, one week earlier than we 
normally meet.  There are still a couple of openings for 
Michael’s hands-on workshops.  So look at your calendar 
and see if there is time you can spare to become a better 
artist and turner.  All the classes will be at Jim Keller’s 
Foxfire Studio in Richmond.  The Saturday morning demo 
is our regular monthly meeting, followed in the afternoon 
by a more in-depth demo on turning a thin bowl with feet 
(or possibly turning a ladle with a bent handle).  This after-
noon demo is $35, and will include a box-lunch.  If you 
sign up (and pay) after Wednesday the 10th, we won’t be 
able to offer you the box lunch.  Please remember to bring 
a chair to the meeting, unless you prefer to stand for 6 
hours.  Send your checks to Jim Keller or to me.  There 
are one or two openings remaining for the hands-on work-
shops.  So you still have a chance to learn from one of the 
top wood artists in the world. 
 
If you are already signed up for one of Michael’s hands-on 
workshops, please take note of the wood and tool require-
ments for each class.  I will be e-mailing this information to 
the students.  If you haven’t gotten the lists, let me know.  
If you are having trouble finding suitable wood or lack a 
specialty tool for a class (i.e. reciprocating carver) for your 
class, let me know and I’ll see what we can do.  We will 
have some extra tools at the workshops, but I need to 
know what your needs will be. 
 
In lieu of our regular show-&-tell this month, we have 
asked Michael to critique our work. If you would like the 
opportunity for him to comment on your work, bring it to 
the November meeting (2 items at most).  If this goes as I 
envision it, we should have an extraordinary display of the 
club’s talent for Michael to view, and it can serve as a 
warm-up for the January judging of our work to select one 
piece to send to the AAW for the 2011 Symposium.  To be 
a part of that juried panel please bring your work to the 
January meeting.  This will be in addition to the regular 
show-&-tell. See the article later in the newsletter for more 
details. 
 
I hope you are busy turning Christmas ornaments for the 
December ornament exchange.  I understand that Jona-
than Bartz has fashioned a bigger and better ‘tree’ to dis-

play the ornaments.  Thank you, Jonathan.  The holiday 
ornament exchange is a tradition for the GCWA, and it 
also offers a great opportunity to snag a beautiful orna-
ment turned by one of our talented members.  After the 
excellent demo last month by Don Fluker on hollowing a 
basic ornament and the hands-on workshop being offered 
by Doug Grissom (see page 2), you have no excuse not 
to make a decoration. 
 
November also is the time we remind you that it is time to 
renew your 2011 membership to GCWA.  Your $25 pro-
vides you with access to world-class turners for advice, 
demonstrations and inspiration.  You get an excellent 
newsletter, a gallery on our website and the chance to 
participate in work-shops, shows, juried exhibitions, and 
our world-renowned Retreat.  What a bargain.  Bring your 
checkbook to the November meeting and get this out of 
the way for the coming year. 
 
We sometimes need a little fill for the newsletter, and 
there are a lot of you out there with skills and techniques 
to share.  Please consider writing an article for the news-
letter concerning tips and techniques that we can share 
with the membership. 
 
We continue to need help with candid photos at our 
monthly meetings.  This is a particular problem this month, 
since Dale Barrack will not be able to attend.  Please 
bring your digital camera and take a few shots, then e-
mail them to Dale for inclusion in the website and in the 
next newsletter. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting, and keep 
on making shavings. 
 
 

Steve LeGrue 

November, 2010 
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Hands-on woodturning lessons by Jim Kel-
ler at Foxfire Studios.  You pick the sub-
ject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes avail.  Rates- 8 
hour lesson, one person $135.00, lunch 
included, add a second person for $75.00.  
4 hour lesson, one person $65.00, two for 
$40.00. 
Call 281-467-2866 for info. 

INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning in-
structor for the Houston Center for Con-
temporary Craft, Thomas Irven, will teach 
beginning to advanced participants turning 
in his Bellaire Studio. Classes will be indi-
vidualized to your needs and tools will be 
available. Learn box making multi-axis, 
spindle, and bowl turning and finishing. 
Limited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail 
Tom for pricing and information. 713-666-
6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
For sale: Olivewood Pen Blanks (3/4” 
x3/4” x 5”) - $3.25 each. Have about 100. 
Olivewood Turning Blanks (1” x 1” x 6”) - 
$5.00 each. Have about 40.  Douglas 
Grissom, 281-844-4397 (M), doug-
las.grissom@att.net 
 
FOR SALE:  Rikon mini lathe (1/2 HP) with 
chuck.  Set of 5 Crown hand tools (in box, 
black handles).  David J. Marks rougher 
and finisher in boxes.  Everything is com-
plete, gently used, and in perfect condi-
tion.  Please contact 713-502-9268 for 
prices and info. 
 
FOR SALE:  Craftsman 14" band saw, 1.5 
hp, 2 speeds.  Excellent condition 
(really!!).  Has sliding re-
saw fence & blades, wt. 
230 lb.  Contact Budd at 
neeneebudd@aol.com for 
additional information or to 
set up an appointment.  
Budd also has other tools 
available for sale. 

CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

Woodturning related items of interest to 
GCWA Members listed as a free service. 

 
 

AAW Chapter Excellence Show: 
Turning 25 - A Celebration 

 

By Steve LeGrue 
 
The 2011 AAW symposium in St. Paul will feature a gallery of the best 
chapter work, as defined by the chapters themselves.  This means one 
turning per chapter.  I think it is important for the GCWA to participate in 
this important touring show.  We have selected several judges from out-
side the club who represent gallery owners, artists in other media, and 
other woodworkers: 
 

Mary Rogers MFA - Jeweler, Teacher (Bellaire H.S. art department for 
30 years)  

Roger Deatherage MFA - Furniture maker and designer 
Donna Milstein - owner of Hanson Galleries, she opened the gallery in 

1977 
 
The piece judged to be the finest will travel to St. Paul for the Sympo-
sium, followed by at least a year of travel to various venues.  The way 
they have set this up, the piece must fit into an 8” cube and weigh less 
than 3 pounds.  It must be for sale (you get 70%), and can be by an indi-
vidual or it can be a collaborative effort.  We plan to collect the pieces at 
the January meeting, currently scheduled for the U of H.  Please bear in 
mind that you must provide adequate packaging for us to safely transport 
your piece to the judging.  Furthermore, the winner will be responsible for 
packing, insuring and shipping the piece to St. Paul.  Also, remember 
that this does not need to be current work.  If you made your masterpiece 
years ago, that is fine.  Details of returning the pieces to you remain to be 
worked out, but rest assured that we will treat your work with the respect 
it deserves. 

Local Class Program 
 

By George Kabacinski 
 

 
On Saturday, November 20th we’ll be conducting the third in this new se-
ries of local classes by local artists.  This class will feature Doug 
Grissom leading a hands-on class for Hollow Ornament Turning – just in 
time for the holidays.  The class is now full. 
 
We are currently working the dates and logistics for classes on Turned 
Box with Delicate Finial featuring Janice Levi and Small Hollow forums 
with Larry Zarra.  We’ll be announcing dates for these classes in the near 
future. 
 
We need to hear from the membership on what class topics and instruc-
tors are of interest for future classes.  This will help in bringing the 
classes of interest to the membership. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Dan Fleetwood, Brean Honey, David Lee, David Mausolf, Robert Estry, 
Glenn Krum and Chris Zieber joined the club in the past month. Wel-
come aboard guys. 
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My first encounter with Andy Anderson was at a local Har-
bor Freight store.  Apparently the perplexed look on my 
face was an indication to Andy that I did not have a clue as 
to what I needed, and being the artisan that he is, offered 
his assistance.  Always the inveterate teacher, Andy began 
a sincere conversation, in order to find out the problem.  I 
needed help with a part on my wood lathe; the kind of help 
the staff at Harbor Freight is not capable of giving.  Fortu-
nately for me I met Andy Anderson, who recommended a 
store that could help me with the part.  In addition, Andy 
gave me the name of an employee that could personally 
help me at the other store.  I ended up talking with Andy 
for about 30 minutes; longer than I intended, but worth 
every minute because of the generous advice I received.  
Advice and personal time we seldom see in social environ-
ments today, Andy gives in huge quantities.  Our society 
has become one based on fast food, fast service and com-
munications like texting and email that gives little face time 
with people.  Andy being the old-school teacher he is 
would not have any of society’s new attitudes when it 
comes to helping someone.  I just so happened to be that 
someone that day. 
 
Realizing I needed to get back to work, I thanked Andy for 
his time.  However, before we parted, he would not let me 
leave without giving his card and inviting me to a GCWA 
club meeting.  As I walked away, Andy said, “Now you call 
me if that person does not help you out with your lathe 
problem!” 
 
I figured if there were 
more people like Andy 
Anderson at the 
GCWA club meetings, 
I could really improve 
my knowledge in 
woodworking with 
people that cared 
about what they were 
doing.  I became a 
member of GCWA 
shortly after meeting Andy, and it seems appropriate that 
the first member spotlight article I write would be about 
him.  Andy is one of the remarkable members in the club 
that we are lucky to have.  I approached Andy about the 
member club spotlight article to uncover some of his se-
crets in teaching and ingratiating himself to the people he 
meets. 
 
Andy is a retired teacher of 32 years, but you would be 
hard pressed to ever say he is actually retired.  In addition 
to his help with the last two GCWA retreats, he also volun-
teers his time in the Wood Worker’s Club of Houston and 
teaches ESL to immigrants at the St. Thomas More Catho-
lic Church.  Andy’s woodworking projects donated through 

Wood Worker’s Club of Houston benefit several charities, 
including: Salvation Army, Star of Hope and Blue Santa, to 
name a few. 
 
Andy first got started in wood working at the age of 23, 
helping his father remodeling 
homes they lived in.  Andy’s fam-
ily had to move frequently since 
his father was in the Air Force.  
“Which resulted in many projects”, 
says Andy.  Andy also explained 
by saying, “When my wife and I 
bought our first home and subse-
quent homes we would remodel 
them to save money and obtain a 
desired level of quality.  With each 
project I would purchase the nec-
essary tools with the money 
saved.” 
 
An example of Andy’s level of quality is demonstrated in 
the grandfather clock Andy built for his home shown at 
right. 
 
A testament to Andy’s character comes from his years of 
teaching and woodworking experience when it comes to 
helping people like me at the club.  Andy shared with me 
how to make some of my own tools for the lathe.  He has 
also met with me at a local wood store and provided pro-
ject plans to me when I had missed a club meeting, no 
questions asked. 
 
Despite his years of teaching and woodworking, Andy is 
still the constant student of woodworking.  “I don’t consider 
myself an expert.  I am a perpetual learner.  I continue to 
learn with every project and through interacting with other 
wood turners and woodworkers at every opportunity,” he 
says.  Furthermore, I found his favorite tool “is the tool of 
the moment,” says Andy. 
 
Andy has also served in the military with the U.S. Army in 
the 1960's before becoming a teacher.  After life in the 
Army, he perfected his teaching skills in various subjects 
and grade levels in H.I.S.D., starting in 1970.  Andy taught 
subjects like English, Social Studies and Shop until he re-
tired in 2004.  He never let his craft idle for too long by 
working part time at Home Depot for several years doing 
demonstrations of various tools they sold. 
 
Lately, most of the woodworking projects he has done are 
for family, friends and wooden toys for local charities.  One 
of his most recent activities for charity has been assisting 

Member Spotlight: 
Andy Anderson, a gifted teacher that leaves a positive impression

 

By Jeff Kapche 

Continued on page 4 
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A big thank you to George Kabacinski for the pen mak-
ing workshop and to the rest of the instructors: Reggie 
Keith, Lane Bradford, Tom Enloe and Chuck Johnson 
for a very informative and fun class.  Also, a big thank 
you goes to Tommy Joe for hosting the class at U of H.  I 
had always been hesitant and leery of learning pen turn-
ing as it seemed fiddly and technical – all those parts 
having to fit together just so and all.  I am happy to say 
that I was mistaken in these assumptions. 
 
George’s demo was great with good detail on the jigs, 
tips, order of operations, tools and what stuff NOT to buy.  
He took it through turning the pen and then Chuck John-
son stepped in to provide a demo on finishing the pen 
using his CA finish process. 
 
I found it much easier to learn by watching a pen being 
made from start to finish than by the somewhat difficult 

written instructions provided by the kit vendors that had 
always put me off trying on my own.  The instructors were 
patient and let the students do the turning, very important 
in my opinion. 
 
Craft Supplies USA provided the club with pen kits for 
this class and Doug Grissom, Chuck Johnson and 
George Kabacinski provided pen blanks for the students 
to use.  George also provided neat little sanding kits to 
make the sanding process simple and quick without hav-
ing to search around for sandpaper.  He also provided a 
selection of finishes for the participants to use. 
 
Hats off to George for organizing and Tommy for hosting 
the class. 

Finally Turned A Pen 
By John Van Domelen 

mentally challenged children in using the scroll saw to 
make objects for their annual fund raiser. 
 
Andy’s humorous side is revealed when confronted with 
someone representing the new throwaway society I men-
tioned earlier.  He once worked with a person who pur-
chased a scroll saw. The person was very impatient and 
never liked to read manuals or directions.  The person 
complained to Andy that whenever he tried to cut a pattern 
the wood jumped up and down.  The person declared that 
the saw was a piece of junk and that it did not work cor-
rectly.  Andy went into the house and examined the blade, 
and quickly determined that the blade was installed upside 
down, and corrected the problem.  When the person re-
turned, he saw that Andy was not having any difficulty cut-
ting with the scroll saw, and inquired why.  Andy decided 
to have some fun with the person and told him he was not 
holding his mouth correctly.  Andy concluded by saying, “I 
never told the person the truth.” 
 
Andy’s humor and effectiveness in communication is 
probably what has sustained his marriage of 46 years. 
Andy is also not shy about being gracious concerning his 
wife.  “Maria has always been very supportive of all my 
woodworking efforts. She is always good about helping in 
the shop and has had many excellent suggestions in tech-
nique and procedure in completing a task,” he says. 
 
When asked about his favorite project, Andy’s responds by 
saying, “I am proud of any project that doesn’t end up in a 
scrap box or the fireplace.” 
 
However, the knowledge Andy brings to any table would 
be important enough to be discussed by a fireplace rather 
than in one. 

Club News and 
Announcements 

 
New feature in the newsletter 

 
At George Kabacinski’s suggestion we have added an 
item to the GCWA newsletter.  It is titled “Member Spot-
light” and written by Jeff Kapche.  Jeff has a degree in 
journalism and you can expect a professional job from 
him.  You have already read the first article by the time 
you see this announcement and it will be a regular feature 
for future newsletters.  I know you will enjoy learning a 
little more about the fellow woodturner who is standing 
next to you at our monthly meeting.  Thank you, Jeff for 
volunteering to do this special feature. (Editor) 
 

Andy Chen 
 
Andy entered three of his 
turnings into the Brazos Val-
ley Art League annual juried 
art show in October and made 
a clean sweep of the cate-
gory.  (There were only three 
entries in the category.)  One 
of his pieces also got the 
best-of-show award with a 
cash prize. 
 

Continued from page 3 
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Mike Hosaluk Hands-on Workshops, November 2010 
 

By Steve LeGrue 
 
All of the demos focus on form and design.  Also techniques of clean cutting and proper tool use.  All demos address 
beginners, but also offer many techniques for the advanced turner. 
 
Saturday morning, 11/13:  Spindle turning.  A series of small production items that show design and clean cutting - 
baseball, doorstop, spatula, spin top, offset turning, using collet and other little tricks.  This is the regular meeting demo. 
 
Saturday afternoon ($35 includes a box lunch):  Turning a thin bowl with a foot. 
 
The following classes are all-day hands-on workshops.  Fee is $125. 
 
Sunday 11/14:  Twisted Box. 
 
 
 
 
Monday 11/15:  Surface Decoration.  A workshop on thinking creatively. 
 

 
 
Tuesday 11/16:  Make a Ladle.  Combines bowl and spindle turning with the bending the handle. 
 
Wednesday 11/17:  Hollow Forms and end-grain cutting.  Here he discusses the many directions the techniques can be 
used.  Rattles, tree decoration, teapots, etc. 
 
(I apologize for publishing the schedule erroneously in the October newsletter.  Editor) 

GCWA Membership News 
 

By Ed Peine, Membership Chairman 
 
Your club wraps up 2010 with 189 active members.  This is a good, workable number from just about every angle.  We 
have some eager beginners and some very talented advanced turners/artists and everything in between.  Those with 
the talent are very willing to teach and mentor the rest. 
 
If any one of us has a woodturning question, we can usually get an answer.  If you have question, please do not hesi-
tate to ask.  Maybe the question and the answer would be the basis of a Newsletter article.  At our monthly meetings we 
usually fill the venue and we always eat most of the donuts and empty the coffee pot.  I personally would like to see 
more turnings on the show-and-tell tables. 
 
With 189 dues paying members, your club is financially viable - especially with so many volunteering their time and en-
ergy, which brings me to the last point – 2011 dues.  For your convenience, I will have a table set up at both the No-
vember and December meetings to collect 2011 dues - which remain at $25.  It will help me if you pay by check or have 
the correct cash.  If you cannot attend and pay at one of these meetings, please mail your dues to:  GCWA, 105 S. 2nd 
Street, Richmond, TX  77406.  Whether paying by mail or in person, please let me know if your address, phone #, or 
email address has changed. 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL OCTOBER SHOW & TELL 

Best of Show 
Russian olive bowl 

Judges:  Clyde Collier and Tommy Joe 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Ed Peine 
 
 

Mesquite 
hollow form 

3rd Place – Greg Gonsalves 
and Ed Peine 

 
Black walnut 
hollow from 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Delbert Pond 
 
 
Pierced poplar 
plate 

2nd Place – Dennis April  
 

 
Spalted 
pecan bowl 

3rd Place – Frank Campbell 
Tigerwood mirrors 

Intermediate Category  

Beginner Category  

2nd Place – Steve LeGrue 
 

 
Burned ma-
hogany bowl 

 

3rd Place – Tom Enloe 
 

 
Sprayer of 
various woods 

Enhanced Category  

1st Place – Ed Spicer 
 

 
Water oak, wenge 
and  cherry hollow 
form  

2nd Place – Steve LeGrue 
 
 

Corian and 
wood hol-
low form 

Sgemented Category  

 

1st Place – David Lee 
 
 
Elm box 

 

1st Place – Gary Rock 
 

 
Black walnut & 
leather bowl 

2nd Place – Georgene Huckeba  
 

 
Magnolia hol-
low form 

 

1st Place – Doug Olesen 
 
 
Bradford pear 
hollow form 

3rd Place – Chuck Graham 
 Pens 
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Snapshots from the October Meeting 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
If you would like to have one of 
these individuals talk with you about 
a particular piece, feel free to bring 
it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

 

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:  Ric Taylor & Dale Barrack 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 
November 13, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 

AM - noon  
Location: Foxfire Studios, demonstrator, Mike Hosaluk 
 
December 6, 2010 ~ Board Meeting ~ Chris Roth’s 

house ~ 7:00 PM 
 
December 18, 2010 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 

AM - noon  
Location: Bayland Community Center, Houston, TX 
 
January 4 (Tuesday), 2011 ~ Board Meeting ~ Dave 

Barziza’s house ~ 7:00 PM 
 
January 15, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM 

- noon  
Location: University of Houston Keeland Center  
 
February 7, 2011~ Board Meeting ~ Ben Gray’s house ~ 

7:00 PM 
 
February 19, 2011 ~GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM 

- noon 
Location: Foxfire Studios 
 
March 7, 2011 ~ Board Meeting 
 
March 19, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM - 

noon 
Location: Foxfire Studios 
 
March 28, 2011 ~ Board Meeting 
 
April 9, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM - 

noon 
Location: Foxfire Studios 
 
May 21, 22, 2011 ~ Spring Retreat 
Location: Montgomery County Fairgrounds 

November Meeting
 

November Meeting Program

Spindle turning techniques by 
Michael Hosaluk 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Steve LeGrue - President 
(832) 496-0040 cell 
slegrue@comcast.net 

 

Dave Barziza - Vice President/ 
Judging 
(713) 661-5941 
davebarziza@yahoo.com 

 

Ed Peine - Secretary 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 

 

Jim Keller—Treasurer 
(281) 467-2866 
jimkeller.foxfire@comcast.net 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
LaneBradford@eaton.com 

 

Derek Powers - Board Member 
(832) 444-2470 
derekpowers@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 

 

Ben Gray - Board Member 
(281) 859-3132 
BenG@rigidbuilding.com 

 

Chris Roth - Board Member 
(713) 444-5619 
rothcf@earthlink.net 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Direc-
tor 
(281) 358-8529 

 

John Van Domelen - Website Technical 
Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Andy Chen—Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Foxfire Studios 
105 S. Second Street Richmond, TX 77469 

(281)  467-2866 
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Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supply: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: gcwa@swbell.net 
GCWA Websites: 

www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Steve LeGrue 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to Jim Keller, 105 S. 2nd 
Street, Richmond, TX 77406.  Make 
your check payable to GCWA or 
Gulf Coast Woodturners Assn. 

Copyright 2010 GCWA 


