
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
This is my first newsletter article as president and I 
must admit I feel somewhat overwhelmed with all of 
the activities within GCWA.  I have always been im-
pressed with the diversity of talent and interests 
within GCWA and hope that my efforts will lend sup-
port and encouragement.  So if I miss something 
along the way please do not hesitate to let me know. 
 
The spring retreat was an unqualified success, two 
days of hard work and enjoyment.  Everywhere I 
looked there was nothing but smiles.  Thanks to the 
efforts of many people we had more than enough 
equipment, all of the classes were well attended and 
I did not see anyone standing around with nothing to 
do.  Douglas Grissom is to be congratulated for a 
job very well done.  Please see Doug’s report (page 
2) in this newsletter for all of the details. 
 
I am looking forward to returning to Bayland Park 
this month, it is an excellent facility with plenty of 
parking and a spacious and well light room.  The 
program will be making a natural edge goblet with a 
thin stem from wet wood demonstrated by Dennis 
Ford.  I had the opportunity to turn with Dennis at 
the spring retreat and was very impressed with his 
skill.  I am sure this will be a great program.  Which 
brings up one reason why I enjoy the spring retreat 
so much. It gives me a chance to turn with and learn 
from so many of our members. 
 
There are some great upcoming events on the hori-
zon.  George Kabacinski is hard at work on the 
Special Workshops (see page 8) with Fog Tanner 
giving one on Skew Techniques on 23-Jul-11 and 
Hollowing Techniques with Bill Berry on 24-Sep-11.  
And of course there is SWAT in Waco TX on 26-28 
August. 
 
We are in need of volunteers for various activities.  
Our most pressing need is volunteers for the stor-
age, transportation and set-up for the Audio/Visual 
equipment.  Over the years this system has grown 
progressively more sophisticated in capabilities and 

larger in size.  Transportation will require an SUV or 
van.  Currently this system is used not only to broad-
cast program material to the meeting attendees but 
also to archive programs for future reference or 
viewing.  Without volunteers these efforts will have 
to be scaled back.  If you have interest in helping 
please contact Tom Irven, (trirven@sbcglobal.net).  
And we also need volunteers for the monthly meet-
ing coffee service.  You may have heard that the old 
coffee pot died at the Spring Retreat.  So, whoever 
elects this task will start out with a new one. 
 
That is about all I have to say except I look forward 
to seeing all of you at Bayland Park.  Till then happy 
turning to you. 

 
 

Reggie Keith 

June, 2011 

GULF COAST 
WOODTURNER 

GCWA Web Sites: 
http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

June Meeting 
June 18, 2011 

Bayland Community Center 
6400 Bissonnet, Houston, TX 77074 

There was no show-and-tell in May  and therefore no pictures 
are shown in this issue. 
 — Editor — 
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Spring Retreat 2011 
 

By Doug Grissom 
 

The 2011 Spring Retreat is now complete and I sure hope 
that everyone who attended had a good time and learned 
something new about turning.  I want to thank everyone 
who had any part in making the retreat successful, most 
especially the following members: 

Tom Enloe and Paula Haymond – Classes and In-
structors 

Reggie Keith - Equipment 
Edward Bartimmo – Raffle 
Ed Piene and Mary and Ben Gray - Registration 
Jonathan Bartz - Set-up and Clean-up 
Ron Day – Food 
George Kabacinski - Consultant 

Ailene and Gene Bradley - Instant Gallery and Wel-
come  

Bill Berry - Lost and Found 
Chris Roth – Drinks and Ice 
Derek Powers – Coffee 
Everyone who brought a homemade goodie - My 

cardio doctor is not happy with that weekend. 
 

Now, let’s move on to next year.  The dates have already 
been set and the facility reserved.  You can mark your 
calendar for 18-20 May 2012 at Montgomery County Fair-
grounds. 
 
Again let me say thanks to all. 

Why am I a member of GCWA 
By Ed Peine 

Membership Chair 
 

Every time a new member joins GCWA we send the fol-
lowing  “Welcome to the Club” information sheet. This 
provides a brief introduction to the benefits of GCWA 
membership.  Well, it just occurred to me that some of our 
existing members don’t  know  (or just forgot) about some 
of these benefits.   So here it is…. 
 
Welcome to the Gulf Coast Woodturners Association! 
 
This is a brief introduction into the benefits of GCWA 
membership.  As a member of GCWA  you  will receive a 
monthly newsletter.  The newsletter keeps you up to date 
on our Clubs activities. 
 
The Club meets monthly,  usually  9-12 am on the 3rd Sat-
urday of each month.  Coffee and donuts are followed by 
a 1 ½ hour demonstration presented by a club member on 
some entertaining and educational  turning  topic.  Sev-
eral times a year the Club invites a turner of national repu-
tation to speak and demonstrate at a meeting.   At every 
meeting members are encouraged to bring and discuss 
any piece that they have turned .  This ‘show and tell’ is 
open to turners of all levels from beginners to advanced.  
The monthly meeting location varies from month to month 
so check the newsletter or the Club website for details. 
 
The Club library, consisting of over 200 dvds,  is at every 
meeting.  The library covers a very wide range of topics 
on turning.  The dvds and are available to be checked out 
for free (just bring the dvd back next month) 
 
You are invited to visit the Club website at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org.  Many members post 
photos of some of their best work on the ‘Gold Gallery’.  
You are encouraged to visit these galleries to appreciate 
what others are creating and to get ideas for your next 
creation.  Visit the ‘Members only’ Forum Page and Read 
what fellow members are chatting about.  Feel free to join 

in any of the discussions. To gain access to the Forum 
the first time, contact John Van Domelen to get your pass-
word. 
 
The Club hosts a family picnic annually  and the retreat 
each May.  The annual retreat is a two day hands-on 
workshop, with club members teaching club members.  
Over 70 lathes will turn at once.  Classes include bowls, 
vessels, pens, Christmas ornaments and piercing just to 
name a few. 
 
GCWA has a mentoring program that is available to all it 
members. If you have a turning question or problem con-
tact one of the mentors listed in the news letter or on the 
website. 
 
South West  Area Turners  (a sister organization)  hosts a 
2 day symposium each year ..go on line at 
www.swaturners.org to read all about this workshop event 
 
If you are not already a member of the American Associa-
tion of Wood Turners, you should consider it. The benefits 
include the bimonthly magazine.  You can learn a lot of 
ideas and ‘tricks of the trade’ at the AAW annual sympo-
sium.  Read more about the AAW at www.woodturner.org.  
 
As a GCWA member you will receive a 10% discount on 
all purchases at Woodcrafters and at Rockler.  Simply 
identify yourself as a member of GCWA at the time of pur-
chase to receive this discount. 
The GCWA is a do-it-yourself club run by and for it’s 
members.  This allows us to keep dues very low.  You are 
encouraged to volunteer to help at any event.  Your con-
structive criticism and suggestions are encouraged.  Con-
tact any board member (their names appear on the web-
site and in the newsletter) 
 

Welcome to Gulf Coast Woodturners Association 
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2011 Raffle Review 
By Edward Bartimmo 

 
The Spring Retreat has come and gone.  Hopefully, everyone has had a chance to try out some new skills, projects, 
and ideas.  I had the pleasure of pulling together this year’s raffle, which afforded me the opportunity to meet key ven-
dors as well as fellow turners.  In each case, the success of our craft goes beyond just profits for these businesses.  
Most of the vendors are fellow turners who decided to make a living pursuing a passion, with businesses ranging in 
size from medium retail to one man operations run out of a basement or garage.  My initial interaction with most of 
these people started with telling stories to get to know each other as well as softening everyone up a bit before the 
haggling, cajoling and begging began.  Despite the impact of the recession on their business, the vendors were willing 
to hear our club’s story and were willing to help our club’s continuing success.  There were only a few vendors that 
needed to be worn down…a skill that I learned from my children. 
 
I was humbled by the generosity, which quadrupled my budget through donations and discount pricing.  Based on the 
number of prizes coupled with the range of items I would call the Raffle a success.  With over 150 items everyone 
stood a great chance to win something.  Based on the feedback, expectations were met and beaten!  I can’t wait to 
see what someone else can do for next year’s raffle!  
 
To the vendors (companies and individuals) - We are grateful for the contributions that each of you provided to the 
GCWA.  Your supported is essential to our fund-raising efforts at the Spring Retreat 2011.  The fact that each vendor 
participated and provided what they were able is all that matters.  It is a relationship – these vendors deserve our sup-
port in return! 
 
Kind Regards,  
Edward Bartimmo 
 
Note:  There is no fair way to compare the different vendor’s gifts since depending on size of their business and num-
ber of clubs they provide support a $20 gift from one vendor could be the equivalent of $100 from another.  Unfortu-
nately, there was no means to provide a sense of the magnitude of contribution other than by total value contributed.  
The ultimate amounts aren’t important.  
 

Rockler  (www.rockler.com)  
Woodcraft  (www.woodcraft.com)  
Thompson Lathe Tools  (www.thompsonlathetools.com) 
Carter Products  (www.carterproducts.com) 
Craft Supplies  (www.woodturnerscatalog.com)  
CPH Starbond  (www.starbond.com)  
Hut Products  (www.hutproducts.com)  
Lee Valley Tools  (www.leevalley.com)  
WMH Tool Group (Jet & Powermatic)  (www.wmhtoolgroup.com) 
Robust Tools  (www.turnrobust.com) 
Lyle Jamieson  (www.lylejamieson.com)  
Beall Tool Company  (www.bealltool.com)  
Trent Bosch  (www.trentbosch.com)  
The Sanding Glove  (www.thesandingglove.com)  
Oneway Tools  (www.oneway.ca)  
Turning Wood  (www.turningwood.com)  
Packard Woodworks  (www.packardwoodworks.com)  
Penn State Industries  (www.pennstateind.com)  
Vinces WoodNWonders (www.vinceswoodnwonders.com)  
Turtle Feathers (www.turtlefeathers.net)  

 
 

Editor’s note:  Edward did a truly magnificent job in rounding up the raffle items.  Please give him a pat on the back 
next time you see him. 
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Woodturning Lessons:  Hands-on 
woodturning lessons are now being 
given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Stu-
dios.  You pick the subject; learn 
with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  
Rates- 4 hour lesson 4 hour lesson 
for GCWA Members $70.00, non 
members $80.00, add a second 
person for: member $45.00, non-
members $50.00.  Call 281-467-
2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturn-
ing instructor for the Houston Cen-
ter for Contemporary Craft, Tho-
mas Irven, will teach beginning to 
advanced participants turning in his 
Bellaire Studio. Classes will be indi-
vidualized to your needs and tools 
will be available. Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning 
and finishing. Limited to 1 - 4 stu-
dents. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing 
and information. 713-666-6881. 
trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
PEN BLANKS FOR SALE...$1.25 
per blank plus shipping.  Over 150 
species available.  Contact Doug 
Van Buskirk at dvb@comcast.net 
for a list of species. 
 
FOR SALE:  Long-time GCWA 
member Charlie Sylvester is forced 
to close his shop. Among many 
goodies is a full-sized Woodfast 
lathe ($1000). Many chucks, tools, 
and accessories are also available. 
Contact Steve LeGrue at sle-
grue@comcast.n  

CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

Woodturning related items of 
interest to GCWA Members listed 

as a free service. 

AAW Raffle 
 

By Steve LeGrue 
 

In conjunction with their 25th Anniversary celebration, the AAW is going to raffle 
off a Powermatic 3520B lathe at the St Paul Symposium, not just any Power-
matic, but one customized by Binh Pho.  They just got the tickets to us this 
week.  So this is your only opportunity to buy a chance on this lathe, unless you 
will be going to St. Paul yourself.  Tickets are $10 each, and I will be selling 
them at the meeting.  If possible, please pay by check.  You need not be pre-
sent to win. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Derek Hansen and Anthony Urban 
joined the club in the past month.  
Welcome aboard, guys. 

Open Shop Night 
 
Don’t forget about the Open Shop 
Night at George Kabacinski’s place 
up in Cypress.  The June date is 
Tuesday the 14th.  Look at the May 
newsletter (page 6) for additional in-
formation. 
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Board Feet 
 

By Lane Bradford 
 

Howdy Ya’ll!  For as long as I can think of something to 
say and a nice way to say it, I thought that I would start 
doing a semi-regular column for the Club’s Newsletter and 
that this column would concentrate on the goings on at 
our monthly Board Meetings.  Unlike many Home Owner 
Associations and other groups that meet in secret, your 
Board meetings are open to any member to attend and 
are listed in this Newsletter and on our Website.  But if 
you can not make a meeting, I’ll try and give you the high-
lights of 3 hour meeting fests. 
 
This was Reggie’s first meeting as the President of 
GCWA, and he managed to do a decent job of “herding 
the cats”.  You’ll be happy to hear that no fist fights broke 
out either.  This was a larger than normal meeting be-
cause the outgoing Board members also attended with 
newly elected members to help in the transition, if not to 
rejoice in the reality that they now have an extra night a 
month that’s no longer committed to GCWA Board meet-
ings. 
 
Reggie’s first order of business is to fill committee open-
ings.  I believe that all but two of these openings have 
been filled.  To continue to operate at the level that our 
members expect we desperately need one or more peo-
ple to fill the following positions. 
 

Coffee dude or dude-ette is needed or we will be go-
ing thru caffeine withdrawals while we gobble 
down a donut with water.  Blah!! 

A/V crew.  Several people need to jump in here and 
help out.  The set-up, take-down and transporta-
tion of our A/V equipment are beyond the abilities 
of a single person.  But three or four people can 
divide the task up and make it work much more 
smoothly or we can do without this equipment  

 
Reggie may have some other positions he wants filled.  
So if he asks you to help the club out in some area, 
please don’t run away from him. 
 
Doug gave his semi-final report on this years Retreat and 
all looked good.  The Club didn’t lose any money and 
managed to make a little mainly from the highly success-
ful raffle that Edward is completely responsible for.  Once 
the club has handled it’s obligation with respect to Lost 
and Found items and damaged equipment we can deter-
mine our final cost for the event.  Please notify Bill Berry 
of any equipment issues you have that are a result of this 
event. 
 
A topic that has been raised before came up again.  
Should GCWA make a profit on everything or should we 
aim to break even?  Should we spend down our re-
serves?  It is extremely hard to break even without going 
under or over and if you don’t have a reserve, you have 
no “safety net” for when you do go under the break-even 
goal.  What are your ideas or feelings on the subject of 
money, how to spend it and how to generate it? 
 
Check either this Newsletter or our Website for informa-
tion on how to contact your Board members and officers.  
They need to hear your ideas if they are going to truly rep-
resent you. 

2011 Spring Retreat 
 

By Lane Bradford 
 

By the time this makes the Club Newsletter you will have 
about 11 more months till the next GCWA Spring Retreat, 
so start planning now to attend.  If you missed this year’s 
Retreat you definitely missed an excellent opportunity to 
learn, eat and socialize with your fellow woodturners.  You 
also missed out on a Raffle that rivals anything this Club 
has ever had in its existence and probably any in the 
state. 
 
Attendance at this years Retreat was down slightly over 
previous years and all that really meant was that there 
was more really good snacks for those attending, you had 

a better chance of getting into the classes you wanted if 
you registered early of course and, Most important of all, 
you had a chance of having your raffle ticket drawn in the 
multiple raffles, unless of course, you were me. 
 
If you did attend and there was a class you wanted to take 
but it wasn’t offered, you need to let Doug Grissom or the 
Board know about it.  If you think you are now ready to 
teach a class or will be in 11 months, also please let Doug 
or the Board know.  The Retreat will only improve if we 
continue to offer new classes that add to the learning ex-
perience.  The next time you see Doug, please shake his 
hand and give him a big THANK YOU for heading up this 
year’s Spring Retreat.  Doug put in a lot of hours and suf-
fered through some tough decisions to make this year’s 
retreat the success that it was. 

How to Sharpen a File 
By Ed Peine 

At his class last month, John Jordan used wood files and 
rasps to shape and texture the designs on his work.  John 
told the class that a sharp file makes the work a lot better 
and easier.  The question was asked …How do you 
sharpen a file?   Well, I can do a respectable job of sharp-

ening a skew or a gouge, but I sure did not know how to 
sharpen a file.  John said, “It is easy,  send it to Boggs 
Tool Processing in Calif.  They will send it back sharper 
than new, and it is cheap.” 
 
Well, sharp and cheap appealed to me so I tried it.  I had 
a box of 90 old, very dull, rusty, dirty files of all shapes 

Continued on page 8 
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Member spotlight: 
Tom Enloe, a man who loves a 

good challenge 
By Jeff Kapche 

 
I first became familiar with Tom 
Enloe, as many other club mem-
bers have, through the use of the 
expansive GCWA (Gulf Coast 
Woodturners Association) library 
brought to every meeting.  Tom 
has the thankless job of lugging 
the several containers of videos 
to each meeting, and is also re-
sponsible for keeping track and 
editing each video in the library.  This reminds me that I 
need to thank him more often for this service; because I 
have definitely benefited from it.  I remember talking with 
Tom about his library database at one of the first meet-
ings I attended, and realized we had several things in 
common.  Now, I take time at each meeting to have a 
conversation with the man who should not be judged just 
by his cover as a librarian. 
 
Tom Enloe was fortunate to 
grow up with both a father 
and grandfather in woodwork-
ing.  When Tom was ten, his 
father bought a lathe and 
gave the lathe to him.  Tom 
was hooked from that mo-
ment, and tried to improve 
himself on every challenge 
presented in woodworking.  
Tom started with table legs and moved on to chess 
pieces, always continuing to hone his craft in his father’s 
wood shop.  Even today, Tom still uses many of the 
woodworking and turning tools 
he inherited from his father, 
and also has a few wood work-
ing tools from his grandfather, 
who was a master carpenter in 
Wichita Falls, Texas, where 
Tom grew up.  Tom had to put 
woodworking on the back 
burner when he had to travel 
for his job as an industrial engineer, which took him to 
several different states, living in a total of 14 houses.  
Tom and his wife of 46 years would restore each house 
they moved into, as a fun project to do together.  Tom 
married his high school sweet-heart, and was blessed 
with two daughters.  Tom’s belief about being a Dad is the 
same as mine.  He says, “I did not want to be one of 
those parents that did not go to kid functions, so I went to 
as many as possible.”  Tom’s 46 year old marriage is a 
testament to his dedication to his family, and a goal I hope 
to reach. 
 

Tom also taught wood shop, drafting, and metal shop dur-
ing college before moving around; but, got back into it 
when he joined GCWA.  Tom has continued his teaching 
with demos for GCWA and with classes at the spring re-
treat for the club.  After college, Tom became an industrial 
engineer with Lockheed Martin, and retired after 25 years.  
Tom then began working for Hewlett-Packard where he 
did computer programming. Tom says he has retired a 
total of three times; but, that has not stopped him from 
working.  After his third retirement, he started to work as a 
home handy man, after returning home to Texas.  It is 
when Tom settled back in Texas that he had a chance to 
get back into woodworking.  Tom said, “In 1995-96, I got 
an old Shopsmith lathe, then gradually 
got bigger and bigger lathes.  I now 
have the biggest Oneway lathe that 
they make.” Unfortunately for the lathe, 
the legs came off so Tom could sit 
down while turning.  Now the lathe is 
appropriately known as a “TomsWay” 
lathe, because Tom definitely has his 
own way of doing things (photo of lathe 
with Tom’s grandson, Mason, right). 
 
Tom says he excels at turning and building wooden repli-
cas of common mechanical assemblies.  Tom said, “I en-
joy figuring out how to do something, but I have a short 
attention span and typically only build 
one of a kind.  I do very few "typical" 
bowls but generally enjoy turning Christ-
mas ornaments with delicate finales.”  
Tom attended a finial class with Janice 
Levi recently, and has already made his 
plans for future projects.  “I am now try-
ing to do small Cindy Drozda type boxes 
with very delicate finales,” he said. 
 
When talking tools, Tom has no use for the roughing 
gouge. “I can’t get comfortable with it,” he explains.  Con-
versely, he loves the deep-fluted gouge with a finger 
grind, and uses it on almost everything.  However, he re-
cently bought a carbide wood cutting tool, which he also 
likes using, and may just become his new favorite tool.  
Tom also makes his own jigs and fixtures; or if necessary, 
he will modify or alter a tool to fit his needs. 
 
Tom has been very active in GCWA since he joined in 
1997; and because of his efforts and contributions to the 
club, was awarded with the Luna Ford Award in 2009.  
Tom has also been active in SWAT (SouthWest Associa-
tion of Turners) since 1997; a past President of GCWA for 
2 years; a past Vice-President for GCWA for two years, 
Librarian for as long as he can remember, past board 
member at large and SWAT representative for several 
years.  Tom is also known for his “arm twisting”, or getting 
people to volunteer to help out with the club.  Some of you 
may know what I am talking about; but, I believe GCWA is 
what it is today because of Tom and others like him who 
volunteers their time to make the club successful.  Tom 
Enloe definitely deserves our thanks.  

Continued on page 7 
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Tom is most proud of his “Texas 
Tea Can” or oil can (photo, left) he 
made on the lathe out of wood.  He 
later gave it to SWAT for one of 
their auctions but, he is not sad 
about it because he says he can 
always 
make 
another 
(photo 
right).  
Tom is 

also known for his fly rods and 
fly sprayer he has had at 
GCWA meetings for members to see.  These can be 
viewed on the member’s gallery pages at the GCWA web 
site. 
 
Tom tried selling his work at one point; but, did not enjoy 
it, so now he gives away most of his projects to family, 
friends or organizations for their use.  Tom said, “My wife 
and kids fuss that I do not keep any of my turnings, and 
that I always give them away.”  Tom’s feeling is when he 
makes a project and completes it; there is no need to do it 
over because it is no longer a challenge.  Plus, Tom again 
states that if he really likes something he gave away, he 

could always make another. 
 
Regarding the turnings that Tom actually keeps, he has 
consistently made a Christmas ornament each year since 
1996, and the quality of his work has definitely improved.  
Tom attributes his growth in mastering the art of wood-
turning from going to GCWA meetings. “I thought I was 
good and then I went to a meeting and learned new things 
to get better.  Sometimes I got critiqued, which also 
helped me think about doing things in a new way,” he 
said. 
 
The book of Tom’s life includes problem-solving chal-
lenges and a willingness to try something new.  Tom is 
always trying to improve himself and to find a better way 
of doing things.  He is constantly willing to help and to 
teach when necessary.  Life is not a spectator sport for 
Tom; he exemplifies this by seeking out these new chal-
lenges in woodworking and turning.  He says, “I never do 
two of anything the same, and I am not a production man.  
I like to do things slow, and I almost never measure or 
draw out what I am making on the lathe.”  Tom’s way of 
doing things has developed into a master craftsman his 
father and grandfather would be proud of.  He may seem 
like an ordinary librarian on the surface; but, what I have 
learned is that he really is a master at problem solving 
and a champion of any challenge. 

Continued from page 6 

Club News and Announcements 
 

David Lawrence’s Memorial 
 

By Barbara Gaynor 
 

A memorial tribute was held on May the 
29th to remember a former club member, 
David Lawrence.  His wife Martha (also a 
current, albeit remote, member), ar-
ranged a very nice gathering of family 
and friends at the Reef Restaurant in 
Texas City.  It as very informal, just the 
kind of thing that I think David would 
have appreciated.  It was attended by 
several club members, even if some of 
us got stuck in traffic and were a little 
late!  It was so nice to see Martha, who club members 
may remember as running the Library while Tom Enloe 
was occupied as President.  David and Martha were al-
ways stepping in to help when they could, and we all 
missed them when they moved to West Texas to be 
closer to kids and grandkids.  Martha is really the turner, I 
believe, but David was always very supportive, and even 
though his health wasn’t the best in the last few years, his 
kind and gentle nature was an asset to our club.  One 
thing that was very apparent is that Martha has a great 
family that will continue to look out for her and vice versa!  
She did tell me that she remembers her time spent with 
this club fondly, and we certainly still miss her and David. 
 

John van Domelen 
 

John just accepted a part-time position as the Facilities & 
Operations Manager at Houston Center for Contemporary 
Craft. 
 

He and the center executive director have worked out a 
schedule where much of what he does for the center can 
be completed in the off hours with enough flexibility to not 
unduly impact his full time job, studio time, or personal 
time. 
 

It may take him a bit longer in returning emails than prior 
to the acceptance of these new duties, but probably not 
by too much.  Compulsive behavior is not usually stymied 
by being busy. 
 

Congratulations, John. 
 

Bill Pottorf, Jerry Bennett and Andy Chen 
 

GCWA did it again.  Pictures of these members’ turnings 
appeared in the June 2011 issue of the American Wood-
turner.  Bill’s work (see page 10) was a donation to the 
Educational Opportunity Program.  Jerry’s work (see page 
11) was in John Hill’s collection, appearing in a featured 
story.  Andy’s work (see page 12) was mentioned in a 
report on the segmented symposium held at Arrowmont 
last November. 
 

Congratulations, guys. 
 

All these pages reprinted with permission from the editor of 
American Woodturner. 
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New Show-&-Tell Categories 
 

By Steve LeGrue 
 

In an effort to get more folks participating in the Show and 
Tell portion of our meetings, we are starting a new cate-
gory: Kits.  This category is open to all turners, and can 
include pens, bottle stoppers, ring boxes, etc.  It just has 
to be made from some sort of a kit. 
 
To simplify the judging, we are combining the two Ad-
vanced categories of ‘Enhanced’ and ‘Segmented’ into a 
single “Enhanced” group. If you have any views on this or 
other issues concerning the club, please talk to one of 
your Board members.  

Local Class Program 
 

By George Kabacinski 
 

Well, it’s been a full year since the Board had considered 
the formation of the current Local Class Program for 
GCWA.  And the report card is pretty solid.  The Board 
agreed the program should be continued and we’re work-
ing full steam ahead to end 2011 with 6, or possibly even 
7 classes …. that’s in additional to all the classes at the 
Retreat, of course. 
 
The Skew class with Fog Tanner on July 23rd has only 
one spot open.  Please contact me if you want to take 
advantage of this opportunity to really get to know what 
this amazing (and often feared) tool can really do.  Time is 
running out! 
 
In the May newsletter we mentioned a bit of late news …. 
a Hollowing class with Bill Berry was being added to the 
schedule.  Have you been thinking about signing up?  
Well, seven others have beat you too it.  The class is full 
and we have one person on the ‘wait list’.  We’ll continue 
to take names for the wait list and if there is enough inter-
est we can approach Bill about doing a second session. 
 
In November we plan to have another Holiday Ornament 
class.  This will not be a repeat of the same class from 
last year (not that there was anything wrong with it!).   In-
stead we’ll have a new project and instructor.   The date 
and exact project are still in the works, but the instructor 

has been identified – Tom Enloe.  Tom does some amaz-
ing turning and you can see a sample of his work by visit-
ing the member’s gallery area of our web site.  While the 
exact date and project are still being worked out we are 
opening registration on this class as a number of mem-
bers have asked for an ornament class for 2011. 
 
Two great artist/turners have stepped forward to volunteer 
to teach classes.  They are Paula Haymond and Tom 
Irven.  You may recall that Paula taught two sessions on 
piercing in the fall of 2009 and has been teaching at the 
Retreat for a couple of years.  Her classes get great re-
views and tend to fill up quickly.  Tom is a seasoned turn-
ing instructor and wood artist.  His upcoming class will 
likely include some type of off-center/multi-axis turning.  
While the details of these classes are still being worked 
we wanted to provide a flavor for the types of things that 
are coming up in 2012.  Additionally we are working on 
another tool techniques class for those who want to focus 
on the basics and build their skills and confidence in using 
the primary turning tools.  All this and more is in the 
works.  So stay tuned. 
 
As always, if you have any requests for class topics, sug-
gestions for instructors you’d like to see lead a class, or if 
you’d like to be considered as a class leader please con-
tact me and discuss your ideas.  The GCWA Local Class 
program is intended to provide great small group, hands-
on, reasonably priced classes for the membership …. 
your input is important to making this program work for 
you. 

Say “Cheese”! 
 

By Dale Barrack 
 

Whether you have a Gold 
Gallery or not, GCWA would 
like to have your picture for 
club records. Dale Barrack 
will be taking portraits at 
June’s meeting.  Members 
with existing Gold Galleries 
can also have their pictures 
updated--for those of you 
who keep getting younger! 

and sizes.  I kept these around just because I hate to 
throw anything away.  I called Boggs, they were very 
friendly and easy to deal with.  At their instructions I 
boxed up the old files.  Boggs said do not clean the files, 
the rust and crud would go away when they were sharp-
ened.  I am not sure how they sharpen the files but as 
best as I can figure they blast an abrasive slurry under 
high pressure with the grain.  That sharpens the teeth 
from the back side.  Boggs did not ask for payment in ad-
vance, they simply included an invoice in the box when 

they returned the sharp, clean files.  The box was re-
turned in about two weeks, and, yes, the files are sharper 
than when they were new.  The price was $1.62 per file, 
90 files for $146. + shipping. 
 
Now that I have the sharp files, I promise I will not stack 
them metal to metal on top of each other and I will only 
file with the grain of the file.  Maybe they will stay sharp a 
little longer.  Boggs address is 14100 Orange Ave., Para-
mount, CA 90723, phone #800 547 5244. 

Continued from page 5 
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Snapshots from the Spring Retreat 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

 

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Dale Barrack, Bill Berry 
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Jerry Bennett 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

June 18, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM - 
noon  

Location: Bayland Community Center, Houston, TX 
 
June 24 - 26 ~ AAW national symposium 
Location: St Paul RiverCentre, St Paul, MN 
 
July 5, 2011 ~ Board meeting 
 
July 16, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM - 

noon 
Location: Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church 
 
July 23, 2011 ~ Hands-on class, Skew Techniques by 

Fog Tanner, Cypress (registration open)  
 
August 8, 2011 ~ Board meeting 
 
August 20, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00 AM - 

noon  
Location: Bayland Community Center, Houston, TX 
 
August 26 – 28, 2011 ~ SWAT annual symposium 
Location: Waco Convention Center 
 
September 17, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 

9:00AM - noon 
Location: Mercer Arboretum 
 
October 15, 2011 ~ GCWA Fall Picnic ~ 9:00AM - 

Noon 
Location: By Reed's house and estate 
 
November 19, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 

9:00AM - noon 
Location: Foxfire Studio 
 
December 17, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 

9:00AM - noon 
Location: Bayland Community Center  

June Meeting 
 

June Meeting Program 

Natural edge thin-stemmed goblet 
by Dennis Ford 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Reggie Keith - President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.co 

 

Don Fluker - Vice President/ 
Judging 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

Steve LeGrue - Past President 
(832) 496-0040 cell 
slegrue@comcast.net 

 

Ed Peine - Secretary 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 

Jim Keller - Treasurer 
(281) 467-2866 
jimkeller.foxfire@comcast.net 
 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
LaneBradford@eaton.com 

 

Tommy Joe - Board Member 
(832) 444-2470 
tjoe@uh.edu 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 

 

Ben Gray - Board Member 
(281) 859-3132 
BenG@rigidbuilding.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Di-
rector 
(281) 358-8529 

 

John Van Domelen - Website Tech-
nical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Bayland Community Center 
6400 Bissonnet, Houston, TX 77074 

Bayland 
Comm Ctr 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supply: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: gcwa@swbell.net 
GCWA Websites: 

www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Tom Enloe 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to Jim Keller, 105 S. 2nd 
Street, Richmond, TX 77406.  Make 
your check payable to GCWA or 
Gulf Coast Woodturners Assn. 

Copyright 2010 GCWA 


