
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

The August meeting was a success despite some early 
problems.  Originally Jim Keller was scheduled to demo 
long stem flowers.  But Jim got stuck in Arizona with en-
gine problems.  At the last minute in stepped Tom Irven 
with cape flying and wood turning!  It was a great program 
and I am sure everyone learned a lot.  I know I did.  
Thanks a lot, Tom.  This just demonstrates the talent that 
exists within GCWA and the willingness of our members 
to share the knowledge and excitement of turning wood 
on a lathe.  Jim has graciously offered to re-schedule his 
demo.  I was able to attend Jim’s demo at SWAT.  It was 
very enjoyable and I look forward to seeing it again. 
 

The September meeting is set for the 17th at the Mercer 
Arboretum.  The demonstrators will be Don Fluker, Greg 
Gonsalves, Tommy Joe and George Kabacinski – the 
four hat guys (page 9).  They will be showing a power 
point presentation of their time with Johannes Michelsen 
and their class experiences.  I suspect many of our mem-
bers would like to take a multi-day class with an expert 
turner at their shop or classroom.  Now would be chance 
to ask all of the questions that come to mind – i.e., how 
did you find out about the course, travel and housing ar-
rangements, length of class day, number of people in the 
class, etc.  I know their class is somewhat unique but 
there are other persons in our club that have similar ex-
periences and I am sure the questions will spark some 
lively and informative discussions. 
 

Also on the same day as our meeting (17th September) 
the Gathering of the Guilds will take place at the Houston 
Center for Contemporary Craft (HCCC).  Jim Keller will 
be setting up in the morning and I am sure that other 
GCWA’ers will be there.  Also remember this is an all-day 
event.  So you can go after the GCWA meeting.  HCCC is 
located on Main Street just south of US 59 and it is al-
ways interesting to see the variety of crafts on display.  It 
was announced at the last meeting that Paula Haymond 
will be an Artist in Residence at HCCC.  Other GCWA 
members that have been associated with HCCC are John 
Van Domelen and Tom Irven. 
 

I thought SWAT turned out rather well this year.  I was 
impressed with the organization, diversity of the turnings 
in the instant gallery, quality of the demonstrations and 
variety of vendor products.  As usual Greg Gonsalves 
and Don Fluker created considerable interest in the 
hands-on area, they even let me chew up a piece of 
wood.  And Bill Berry and Linda Bohl directed a hands-
on sharpening area (if I had known of this I definitely 

would have brought my tools for a re-do).  Luna Ford and 
his friend Carl hauled the AV equipment and Lane Brad-
ford and Tom Irven set it up and instructed the operators.  
The general consensus is our AV equipment performed 
very well.  GCWA was very well represented at SWAT 
this year.  I think we had the largest club turn-out and 
demonstrator representation.  Thanks go to all that partici-
pated.  I know the pay stinks and it is a labor of love.  Also 
to be noted Janice Levi will be the SWAT President next 
year and George Kabacinski is the Vice President.  So if 
you wish to be involved in the planning or execution for 
next year’s SWAT I am sure they will be happy to have 
the help. 
 

And the GCWA Fall Picnic is scheduled for 22 October 
2011 at By Reed’s house in Chappell Hill. TX.  Please 
note this is the 4th Saturday of October.  Tommy Joe will 
be heading up the food and refreshments and I am sure 
he will be asking for help (page 9).  As in years past 
GCWA will furnish the barbeque with all of the salads and 
desserts brought by the members.  This promises to be a 
very fun event with vegetable turning and egg cup races. 
 

And the biggest news of the week - Doug Grissom has 
volunteered to head up the 2012 Spring Retreat!  Doug 
did a great job last year and this is a tremendous amount 
of work.  So get ready to volunteer. 
 

Till then enjoy the fall-like weather and get out and put the 
lathe to use.  Happy Turning and see you at Mercer Arbo-
retum. 
 

 

Reggie Keith 

September, 2011 
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Woodturning Lessons:  
Hands-on woodturning les-
sons are now being given by 
Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  
You pick the subject; learn 
with my tools or yours.  One-
way 2430 and Jet 1642 lathes 
available.  Rates- 4 hour les-
son 4 hour lesson for GCWA 
Members $70.00, non mem-
bers $80.00, add a second 
person for: member $45.00, 
non-members $50.00.  Call 
281-467-2866 for information 
or to schedule a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current 
woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contem-
porary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to ad-
vanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio. Classes 
will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be avail-
able. Learn box making multi-
axis, spindle, and bowl turning 
and finishing. Limited to 1 - 4 
students. Call or e-mail Tom 
for pricing and information. 
713-666-6881. 
trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
PEN BLANKS FOR 
SALE...$1.25 per blank plus 
shipping.  Over 150 species 
available.  Contact Doug Van 
Buskirk at dvb@comcast.net 
for a list of species. 

CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

Woodturning related items of 
interest to GCWA Members 

listed as a free service. 

Open Shop Night 
By George Kabacinski 

 

The September Open Shop Night will again be at my shop in Cypress.  It will be the 
second Tuesday, September 13th.  If you haven't been to my shop in the past please 
e-mail me or ring me up for details.  The gathering starts around 6:30 pm and goes 
until 9:00 or so.  Each month we've had 10 - 12 folks show up and everyone has re-
ported having a good time.  There are plenty of lathes available so bring a few tools 
and a hunk of wood or just stop by and chat with a few of your fellow GCWA mem-
bers and guests. 

Local Classes 
By George Kabacinski 

 

It seems that our local class program has been a little quiet of late.  That’s because 
of all the focus on SWAT in August.  It turns out that we had over 60 GCWA mem-
bers up in WACO for the Symposium.  That’s a pretty good showing and a good rea-
son to have a bit of a break from our local class series. 
 
Last month I reported that we’d have an Embellishment class with Paula Haymond in 
mid January.  Well, things change.  In this case it is a very positive change for Paula 
as she’ll be starting her Artist in Residence program at Houston Center for Contem-
porary Craft in December this year.  That, plus her day job, will keep her very busy 
for a few months so we’ll have to postpone her class until later in the year.  But not to 
worry, there’ll still be a great learning opportunity to replace Paula’s class … I just 
can’t say exactly what that will be at the moment.  I will say that one of our members 
has approached me and offered to do a class on turning a pepper mill.  Discussions 
on this are on-going so stay tuned. 
 
Classes currently scheduled for the remainder of 2011 and into 2012 include: 

September 24, 2011 – Hollowing with Bill Berry (session 1) 
October 1, 2011 – Hollowing with Bill Berry (session 2) 
November 5, 2011 – Christmas Ornament with Tom Enloe 
January, 2012 – TBD 
February 4, 2012 – Off-center Turning with Thomas Irven 
Fall, 2012 – Surface Embellishment with Paula Haymond 
November, 21012 – Sea Urchin Ornament with Dave Barziza 
 

In addition to the above classes several others are in the works for 2012. 
 
As you’re probably aware Bill Berry’s classes are full.  However we are taking names 
for a wait list as things sometimes come up and a registered student is not able to 
make the class.  In those cases it’s great to have a wait list to fill the spot.  We make 
a serious attempt to keep these classes full and at times it is necessary to ring up 
folks on the wait list to fill a slot on short notice. 
 
Registration is open for the November and February classes.  I’m going to hold off on 
the January class to see how the arrangements work out.  To ensure a slot please 
send a check payable to GCWA in the amount of $35 to George Kabacinski, P.O. 
Box 2755, Cypress, TX 77410. 

Lost and Found 
By Don Fluker 

 
At the August meeting someone left their Show and Tell item on the table. I may not 
be there but the items will be. The owner can make an announcement at the meeting 
if I am not there and the person who has them will give them to him (or her). Or the 
owner can call me at 281 855 8230 and we can find a way to get them returned 

MEMBERSHIP 
Michael Marquette joined the 
club in the past month.  Wel-
come aboard, Michael. 
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Board Feet 
 

By Lane Bradford 
 
Something a little different this month. 
 
This will not be about the September Board meeting held 
on September 5th, because I was not present for this 
meeting.  The Boss wouldn't let me go out and play. 
 
I know there are several very good SWAT - 2011 articles 
in this newsletter.  So I won’t make this just one more re-
port on something you really had to be there to enjoy.  
SWAT - 2011 was great.  I saw some great demonstra-
tions and got my inventory of CA glue and sandpaper re-
plenished, along with a couple of tools I couldn't live with-
out.  It was amazing that the two lathes they raffled off, a 
Stubby and a Powermatic, both were won by the same 
guy with two separate raffle tickets!  That's $10k of in-
come the IRS is going to want a share of. 
 
GCWA is still the club with the largest membership spon-
soring SWAT.  We do not, however, have the most mem-
bers attending.  Is this something we want to fix?  What 
are your thoughts?  Do you want the "bragging rights" of 
being the Club with the most members in attendance?  
Does this do anything for us? (WIFM - What's in it for 
me?) 
 
Two of our past presidents are now running the SWAT 
Board.  Janice Levi and George Kabacinski are now the 
2012 SWAT President and Vice President respectively.  
So it's not that GCWA is not well represented on the 

SWAT Board.  Other past presidents, Tom Enloe, Bill 
Berry and Steve LeGrue, have represented GCWA ex-
tremely well over the last several years.  Greg and Don, 
though not on the SWAT Board, have been doing the 
"Hands On" for SWAT since SWAT took over for Texas 
Turn or Two.  Every year we have a small number of our 
members volunteer to help with the video equipment in 
the demo room that GCWA sponsors.  So out of 50 - 70 
members attending SWAT, we have less than 20 who 
volunteer various amounts of their time to help reduce the 
cost of SWAT to the rest of us.  Any thoughts on how to 
spread this work load around a bit more?  What is going 
to happen when these 20 volunteers get tired of being "it" 
every year?  I am sure you have never turned anyone 
down who has asked you to help them, but when was the 
last time you stepped up and volunteered without being 
asked?  The advantage of having a large membership is 
so that the work can be spread around and you don't wear 
out those that always seem to step forward.  Should we 
go to a lottery method of drawing names for "volunteers"?  
It reminds me of the Selective Service Draft.  We put our 
members’ names in the fish bowl and draw out those that 
we need to bring drinks or donuts or video equipment or 
raffle prizes to the next meeting.  It's an option, but maybe 
not the best.  The reason it's hard to get volunteers is be-
cause every time you volunteer for something you think 
"maybe it's going to be forever".  So maybe we do some-
thing like the Harris County Jury Pool Selection.  You only 
get called upon once a year. 
 
I am not smart enough to have the answer to this prob-
lem.  If you are, speak up. It's a definite problem and it is 
keeping us from doing more for our members. 

Club News and Announcements 
 

Marty Kaminsky 
 

Marty opens San Ja-
cinto College South Fall 
fine arts exhibitions, 
titled Photography and 
Woodturning.  Opened 
on Sept. 8, Marty’s ex-
hibition will display pho-
tography works and art 
pieces created from 
woodturning. 
 

In addition to his intricate woodturning art, Kaminsky’s 
photography also strikes audiences with the same appre-
ciation for nature he captures in his images.  “The creativ-
ity in all this is not to merely show a place or event, but to 
also present the emotional essence that I experienced in 
being there,” said Marty. 
 

Having previously worked mostly with film, once he transi-
tioned to digital photography some of his peers scoffed at 
the idea of creating fine art through a digital medium.  For 
Marty, it only opened his artistic world even more.  “Now I 

have amazing, precise control over color images,” he 
said.  “My friend says I’ve gone to ‘the dark side.’ If I have, 
I’m very happy in the shadows.” 
 

The exhibition is in the art department gallery, room 
12114, in the Marie Spence Flickinger Fine Arts Building 
on the South Campus, located at 13735 Beamer Road in 
Houston. The exhibition is free and open to the public.  
For more information, please visit www.arts.sanjac.edu. 
 

Way to go, Marty. 
 

Don Fluker 
 
Don’s award-winning mesquite vessel shown at the 
Woodworking Show earlier this year was featured in the 
September/October issue of Woodworker West (see 
page 12).  Congratulations, Don.  In granting permission 
to publish the page here, the publisher mentioned that as 
members of GCWA we receive a subscription discount.  
Visit http://www.woodwest.com/subdiscount.html. 
 

Paula Haymond 
 
Paula is a new Artist in Residence at Houston Center for 
Contemporary Craft (HCCC).  Congratulations, Paula. 
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I first met Rick Bragg, and con-
tinue to see him at the local wood-
working store I patronize near my 
work.  I like going there at lunch-
time because it is easy to get on 
and off the beltway at the store’s 
location; unfortunately, it is not as 
easy to get in and out of the store 
without making a purchase.  En-
ters Rick Bragg, the store man-
ager.  Rick is not only a trustwor-
thy manager, but also an all 
around good person.  He also has 
surrounded himself with depend-
able employees.  Any problems I have ever had with mer-
chandise have been remedied quickly and professionally.  
The staff is also ready to bend over backwards to help 
when something is not in stock.  I believe this kind of ser-
vice and attention to detail always starts at the top with 
the manager.  However, Rick would probably attribute his 
“taking care of the customer” attitude and honorable char-
acter to his father. 
 
Rick affirms that his father was the one that introduced 
him to woodworking.  Rick explains, “My father taught me 
how to build at a very young age.  He built almost all of 
the furniture and closets in our house.  He showed me 
how the grain in a 2 x 4 stud would make the board curve 
in a certain direction, how to build a deck, how to frame a 
building, hang sheet rock, shingle a house and even in-
stall a hot tub.  We even built an addition to our house 
that my oldest brother designed.” 
 
Rick clarifies that building was not his father's profession, 
just a hobby; a hobby that Rick Bragg has been happy to 
continue.  As he grew older, Rick worked with his father 
on projects such as a new garage, remodeling a house 
and even restoring his first car, a 1966 Mustang.  Rick 
continues, “Dad grew up in Iowa on a farm and he learned 
to work hard and fix just about anything.  He always 
joked, ‘Give me some duct tape and WD40 and I can fix 
anything.’  Over the years I have learned to take that 
knowledge and use it to make art out of wood, metal and 
acrylics.  I really enjoy making something beautiful out of 
something that most would consider ordinary.” 
 
Rick states his father's real profession was as an Air Traf-
fic Controller at D/FW Airport, and remembers back when 
air controllers went on strike in 1981.  Rick says, “My fa-
ther and several of his coworkers, who had been there for 
several years, continued to work.  My dad told me of his 
decision, ‘I was hired to do a job and I will continue to do it 
until I am told not to by the people that hired me, not the 
union.’  I have my work ethic because of him.” 
 

Rick and his family grew up in 
Colleyville, Texas, a small town in 
the Dallas/Fort Worth area with a 
population of about 20,000 peo-
ple.  Rick worked with his mother 
in Dallas at the Wall Street Jour-
nal as a researcher.  At the age 
of 24, Rick began his career in 
sales and management in the cell 
phone industry, and moved to 
Houston.  There he met his wife 
of 16 years, getting married in 
1994.  Rick’s job in the wireless 
industry then took them to Califor-

nia for three years.  Rick and his wife were later able to 
move back to God’s country in 1998, and finally settle 
down in Houston where they have three dogs.  Rick later 
came to the woodworking industry after cutbacks in the 
wireless industry.  Rick had been a customer of the wood 
store for many years, and when he saw the advertisement 
for the management job it seemed like the perfect fit.  
Rick has enjoyed his current job more than any other, in-
cluding the employees that work for him now.  However, 
Rick did tell me a story of an employee that would sneak 
up behind other employees, including him, and scare 
them while they were in the shop classroom cutting on a 
saw.  Rick obviously believed this was a bad idea, and I 
later found out the unnamed employee in question myste-
riously does not work there anymore. 
 
Rick states that working for the wood and craft store has 
allowed him the opportunity and good fortune to meet 
people like David Marks, Scott Phillips, and Tommy Mac.  
Rick reveals that not only are they all incredibly talented 
woodworkers but, they are all around great people.  One 
local artist Rick also speaks highly of is Jeremy Grubb.  
Rick states, “Jeremy is an incredible woodworker and art-
ist.  I am honored to be able to show off works from Jer-
emy Grubb.” (Jeremy’s work is on display at Rick’s web 
site: www.functioning-art.com.) 
 
Rick’s web site is also where he pays homage to his fa-
ther, Marvin W. Bragg, on a personal page dedicated to 
him.  Rick describes his father as a true and loving per-
son.  Rick says, “He would literally give you the shirt off 
his back if you asked for it.  He also taught me how to re-
pair almost everything.  I love him because he taught me 
how to live my life.  He taught me to respect everyone and 
to never take anything for granted.  He taught me how to 
figure things out for myself.  He gave me the confidence I 
have now.” 
 
Unfortunately, Rick’s father, who he warmheartedly refers 
to as his best friend, passed away on June 18th, 2010.  

Continued on page 7 

Member spotlight: 
Rick Bragg, his father’s love lives on through his woodworking. 

By Jeff Kapche 
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2011 SWAT Symposium 
By Gene Volentine 

Photos by Bill Berry & Reggie Keith 
 

This was my second trip to SWAT and it was every bit as 
enjoyable as my first trip last year.  My wife has relatives 
in a small town (Rosebud) about forty miles south of 
Waco and we stayed with them and I drove into Waco 
each day.  We each had a good time and we were able to 
accomplish two events at one time. The following is a 
summary of my experience and of my impression of the 
event. 
 
Convention Center 
Overall the Waco Convention Center is an excellent facil-
ity for conducting SWAT.  Even though there is still con-
struction going on, the accommodations were excellent 
and much better than last year in the sense that each of 
the demonstrations was conducted in hard walled rooms 
with plenty of room for the attendees to sit comfortably 
and for the demonstrators to work.  However, by far the 
best room was the Bosque room with the theater type 
seating and the slanting floor.  The seats were comfort-
able and it was very easy to see the presenter without 
having someone’s head in the way.  Also, having the 
hands-on area in the foyer 
was much improved over last 
year.  There was plenty of 
room for each and the format 
provided a good attention 

grab-
ber 
when-
ever 
people 
walked in.  
Thanks 
go to 

Greg Gonsalves and Don Fluker 
for heading up the turning area, 
to Bill Berry for handling the 
sharpening area and all the other 
GCWA members who volun-
teered their time supporting the hands-on areas. 
 
The air conditioning for the center was wonderful, in fact it 
was almost an over kill.  It certainly felt great whenever 
one first walked in out of the 100 plus degree weather, but 
while sitting still throughout the demos it became a bit un-
comfortable.  Note to self: next year bring a light jacket or 
sweater. 
 
I do have one complaint about the convention center and 
that is that whoever designed a facility to accommodate 
that number of people and put only two urinals in the 
men’s restroom could only have been a graduate of the 
Aggie School of Architecture.  I will say though, that ex-
perience gave me a much better appreciation for what 
women must endure whenever I see them lined up out-
side their restrooms. 

The dining area and the vendor areas were certainly am-
ple and conveniently arranged.  The food was delicious 
and the serving arrangements could not have been better.  
With the four (or was it six) lines the service went fast, 
there was ample food (each person served his or her own 
plate) and there was ample seating.  The lunch also pro-
vided an excellent opportunity to meet and visit with indi-
viduals from other clubs.  I give the food service an A 
plus.  I did not attend the banquet but I am sure that it was 
every bit as well organized and catered as the noon 
meals.  The vendor area was well organized with ample 
room for the people to view the merchandise and those 
vendors who had demos of their products were well posi-
tioned. 
 

Finally, the Instant Gallery was beyond reproach.  The 
space was large enough to accommodate all of the turn-
ings without them being cramped together.  The layout of 
the room was well organized, it was well lighted and the 
turnings were tastefully displayed with ample room to ade-
quately view and photograph the pieces.  A lot of work 
went into setting up that room. A big round of applause 
goes to those individuals. 
 
Demonstrations 
We had a number of people (six I think) from GCWA mak-
ing presentations.  I was not able to see them all due to 
conflicts with other presentations and since I had seen 
Steve LeGrue and Dennis 
Ford do dry runs at our 
club meetings, I opted to 
skip theirs.  I wanted to 
see Jim Keller’s demo on 
Long Stem Flowers but 
again there were conflicts.  
Maybe he will present his 
at a future club meeting.  
Overall our members did 
excellent jobs with their 
demonstrations.  They 
were every bit as good as 
the traveling professionals that were there. 
 
Piercing Made Easy 
When I was preparing to go to SWAT I set two primary 
goals.  One was to purchase two Thompson spindle 
gouges to replace two that had been ground to nubs and 
the other was to attend Paula Haymond’s demo on pierc-
ing.  Bright and early on Friday I was able to accomplish 
both of these goals. As soon as I arrived I purchased the 
gouges and then proceeded to sit in the McClennan room 
to wait until Paula began her presentation during the first 
scheduled round.  Her demo was excellent, she was well 
prepared, described the various steps of the process in a 
way that it was easy to follow and provided much useful 
information on the tools and materials needed as well as 
where to purchase them.  She also had numerous exam-
ples to provide visual support for her talk.  I have often 
wondered how someone such as me who has absolutely 
no artistic talent could ever be able to get artwork onto a 

Continued on page 6 
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turning for doing burning, painting or piercing.  Paula de-
scribed several methods for transferring art from a page 
onto the turning.  She also offered tips for practicing prior 
to committing to a nicely turned vessel such as using 
some very inexpensive flat discs that can be purchased 
from Hobby Lobby.  It will probably be a while before I am 
ready to commit the investment in the tools required to do 
piercing but what I learned in her demo will be very useful 
in doing burning and other forms of surface enhancement. 
 
Hand Chasing Corian Inserts for Boxes 
It is always a pleasure to sit in on one of Tom Irven’s dem-
onstrations and this was the second weekend in a row 
that I was allowed to have that experience.  Hand chasing 
threads is something that I have been fascinated with for 
some time but it seemed too easy to just wind up with 
nothing but a bunch of concentric circles.  While it still 
does not look easy (I know that a lot of practice is re-
quired just like everything else) it does look doable even 
for me and sometime in the near future I intend to invest 
in the tools and make some threaded boxes.  Another 
thing I like about Tom’s work is how he shows that things 
don’t have to be big to be impressive.  His acorn boxes 
are true works of art. 
 
Tops for Fun and Profit 
Without a doubt, Larry Zara’s demonstration must have 
made the biggest impression on me since after we got 
home I spent Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday morn-
ing turning tops.  It is addictive to turn and then play with 
the things.  Larry was also very well prepared and gave 
an excellent presentation including a touch on the physics 
of a spinning body and how the different densities in the 
wood will affect the motion.  Also, that was quite a collec-
tion that he had on display in the Instant Gallery. 
 
Hands-On Sharpening 
On Saturday I arrived a little late to attend any of the 8:00 
demonstrations so I took my new gouges to Bill Berry in 
the Hands-
On Sharp-
ening area 
and asked 
him to 
guide me in 
shaping 
and sharp-
ening them.  
In his usual 
patient and 
very thorough manner he described the angles and 
shapes for both spindle and bowl gouges.  He then set up 
the wolverine sharpening jig and guided me through the 
shaping and sharpening of the spindle gouge.  His in-
structions were so inspiring that when I got home I spent 
Monday morning sharpening and, where necessary, re-
shaping all my gouges.  I am sure that everyone who 
came into the area received the same detailed instruction. 
 

Turning a Lidded Box with Inlay 
When I went into this demo, I thought Kip Christensen 
was going to be on turning a Christmas ornament box but 
what he did was just as good and maybe even better.  
Anytime that I turn a box I always put a finial on it, so it 
was good to see 
that something 
else can be done 
with the lid.  Kip 
was entertaining 
and did an excel-
lent job explaining 
what he was doing 
and why.  He 
turned a box with 
a rather simple 
shape, discussed 
the type of wood and preparation of the inlay material, 
described the finish that he uses and demonstrated the 
application of the inlays.  Again this is something that can 
be done with small pieces of dry wood (I have a lot of that 
in my shop left over from other projects) and completed in 
a fairly short period of time. It was a good presentation, 
well worth the time spent and I learned something that I 
want to try to duplicate. 
 
Exploring Surface Decoration and Color 
Nick Arnull is from the UK so with his accent and my level 
of hearing, I had a very difficult time understanding what 
he was saying.  I was able to follow along by just watching 
his presentation.  I thought that he spent way too much 
time turning and preparing his vessel and consequently 
that left too little time for him to cover surface decoration 
which is what I was most interested in.  While I did pick 
some useful information on his techniques, overall, I was 
disappointed in the demonstration. 
 
Turned Bowl Forms and Applied Decorations 
Nick Arnull also did this demonstration and the same com-
ments from above still apply. 
 
Natural Edge Turning 
Again this was an 8:00 session and I was a little late arriv-
ing although I did see most of the demonstration. Unfortu-
nately I missed the part where stabilizing the bark was 
discussed.  Jimmy and Barbie Holton are a very entertain-
ing team and the main thing that I got from their presenta-
tion is to not be too quick to reject an ugly piece of wood.  
If it is properly oriented and turned to the right shape, it 
can make a very beautiful piece.  Barbie does the turning 
and Jimmy does the heavy lifting, sanding, filling voids 
and applying the finish.  Each discussed the how and why 
for their respective tasks.  Overall it was a good demon-
stration. 
 
All About Sharpening 
Keith Hughs presented this demonstration and it was 
most disappointing for me.  I got more from the hand-on 
session with Bill Berry than I got from this demonstration. 
 

Continued on page 7 

Continued from page 5 
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One of his father’s last requests to Rick was to complete a 
box that would house his father’s ashes.  Rick delineates 
how he is in the process of completing this box and how it 
has now become the piece his is most proud of.  The 
skills taught and passed down by a remarkable father will 
ultimately pay homage to his legacy. 
 
In addition to the woodworking 
skills he learned from his father, 
Rick began woodturning about 
two years ago.  He finds satisfac-
tion in his skill level turning natu-
ral edge bowls and pens (see 
photos. right).  If he had personal 
preference though, he would put 
bowl turning as his most reward-
ing art form.  Rick says, “I like 
the organic look of natural 
bowls, where you have more 
creativity than with pens”.  
Rick’s favorite bowl so far is 

his redwood burl bowl that is about 
9 inches across (see photo, left).  
Rick is self taught with his bowl 
making and turned his first pen at 
the store with the instruction of one 
of his employees, Mike Haynes.  
When it comes to tools, his prefer-
ences include Easy Wood Tools 
for turning, and Festool for just 

about everything else, like his TS-55 and Festool sander. 

 
When Rick finishes a woodworking project, he shares 
them with friends and family; although, he says there has 
been a few projects he could not put a price tag on and 
refuses to sell.  For the projects he is willing to sell, you 
can view his work on his web-
site, www.functioning-art.com. 
Rick was also pleased that he 
was able to sell one of his bowls 
to Prince Abdullah of Saudi Ara-
bia (see photo of spalted pecan 
bowl, right). 
 
Rick has also been known to be a gracious artist by do-
nating wood projects for charity.  Rick even helped my 
police agency out when he donated items for our silent 
auction and benefit for the family of a police officer that 
lost his life in January of 2011.  I was impressed on how 
Rick wanted to help before I had even finished explaining 
what the auction was for. 
 
I also find kinship with Rick when I talk to him about the 
expense of being a woodworker.  Rick admits he spends 
more money now for woodworking at his store than when 
he was just a customer.  Rick furthermore confesses that 
his wife always checks the credit card bill when it comes 
in the mail.  He explains she will tell him after gasping, 
“Oh you had a good month, you only spent $500 this 
month at the wood store.”  I need to remind Rick about 
investing in an industrial shredder, my bill mysteriously 
falls in one every month. 

Continued from page 4 

Instant Gallery 
It is 
hard to 
believe 
that 
there is 
so 
much 
talent 
within 

the clubs that are part of 
SWAT and then to see all 
of that art displayed in 
one location is mind bog-
gling. Our club was cer-
tainly well represented. I 
made several trips back 
into the gallery just to en-
joy the beauty and to 
steal some ideas. 

 
Vendor Area 
The vendor area always reminds me of the midway at the 
parish fair when I was growing up.  The various vendors 

hawking 
their 
wares by 
demon-
strating 
their 
products 
and al-
ways 
ready to describe how great the products are.  Of course, 
I could easily have dropped two grand in that area.  The 
most fascinating and entertaining of all the vendors was 
Johannes Mickelsen turning the hats. I don’t think that he 
stopped the entire time; he just went from one to another. 
Of course George had to jump in at one time and demon-
strate his skill. 
 
Conclusion 
It was an excellent event, I thoroughly enjoyed it and as 
long as it is held in Waco I will continue to attend. If it is 
moved to another city, then, depending on the travel dis-
tance, I may reconsider. 

Continued from page 6 
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My First SWAT Demo 
By Paula Haymond 

 
When Andy asked if I would write an article for the news-
letter about my first demo experience at SWAT, I said 
“Yes”.  Then of course the OMG settled in and I had to 
spend several days just 
coming up with some-
thing to say about 
SWAT, demonstrating, 
packing up all my gear, 
planning for months 
what I would actually 
say and do, and then 
there was…..   Actually 
all that planning, mak-
ing sure I had the right 
equipment and brush-
ing up on what I had 
already taught at two 
spring retreats and two 
workshops turned out 
to be the nuts and bolts 
of the demonstration 
which let me feel confi-
dently prepared.  What 
turned out to be the 
icing on the spindle, 
was meeting so many turners that I actually could put 
names to faces and I knew their work.  In large part, this 
name-face recognition was helped out by our fantastic 
DVD library and how great Tom Enloe keeps track of all 
the discs. 
 
I was fortunate to spend two days with Nick Arnull from 
the United Kingdom.  I had already seen parts of his vid-
eos and was familiar with many of the other turners who 
had produced videos with Karl Tickle at KTMP produc-
tions.  That familiarization immediately put me at ease 
with Nick from the get go.  Then we shared some of the 
same dilemmas in setting up.  His NSK fittings were met-
ric, mine U.S. imperial and the compressor on loan to us 
form the Tollys had industrial fittings.  (I don’t really know 
what those are called.) 
 
Scrambling around trying to find a Tolly might not seem 
like a task with two of them holding down the fort, along 
with other members of the Tolly clan but I actually had 
only met one of them at the last Wichita Falls SWAT and 
could not remember which one.  Janice Levi was very 
helpful in pointing me in the right direction and soon, 
Johnny and Jimmy were checking compressor fittings, 
hoses and extension cords.  I ended up loaning my 
backup compressor gauge that George built for me to 
Nick as his just wouldn’t cooporate with all the attach-
ments.  Dallas Deege from the Old Texas Woodcarvers, 
helped with ram micro motor, several burs, hand tool kit 
and his congenial smile.  (I think I need to add a pair of 
pliers to my list of tools needed for all occasions.) 
 

My rotations were first on Friday and first on Sunday 
morning.  I had been warned to hope that I didn’t get the 
slot right after lunch as the meal settles in and the eyes in 
the crowd droop.  I tried to measure my success at the 
end of my first demo by the number of seats still occupied 
after an hour and a half of sitting.  That was great feed-
back for me, along with the audience questions and the 

opportunities I had to 
talk about what I really 
love to do, piercing, 
burning and coloring.  
It was great! 
 
Saturday night, I had 
to change rooms for 
my Sunday morning 
demo.  Imagine my 
shock when I went into 
the new room and 
there were no tables, 
no electrical outlets 
designated to use and 
a second compressor 
with similar challenges 
to be faced.  Once 
again, the Tollys came 
to my rescue so that I 
could set up my equip-
ment in sufficient time 

to enjoy the banquet.  An added bonus was sitting with 
Bob Rosand, Nick Cook, David Hout, Jane and Nick Ar-
null as well as Cindy Bowden (AAW Executive Director) 
and Greta Tacke (AAW Marketing and Communications).  
Of course, I was directed to sit at that table by a youngest 
Tolly, along with assurances from Janice Levi that she 
was sitting there also.  I had no idea I was going to be in 
the midst of the lead presenters.  But like most banquet 
type events, the women kept the conversation going while 
the fellas enjoyed there roast beef.  Nick Arnull stated that 
they never have that big of portions at banquets in Eng-
land.  Obviously this is his first time to Texas where every-
thing tends to be larger than life. 
 
Despite the setup challenges, the opportunity to talk to 
other club members, get feedback from other demonstra-
tors and to test my own knowledge of my skills, the ex-
periences was invaluable.  I was surprised by the Sunday 
Morning turnout, 8 o’clock in the morning is pretty early for 
the majority of retirees.  I estimate at about 50 folks in the 
audience and no one left and no one was a repeat visitor 
from the Friday morning demonstration. 
 
Overall, I count this among my growth experiences as a 
turner.  It has bolstered my confidence sufficiently to apply 
for San Jose AAW symposium as a regional demonstra-
tor.  I also accepted Larry Zarra’s challenge to put to-
gether an article to submit to the AAW magazine.  I hope I 
can find the time for all the woodturning projects I want to 
try. 
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Fall Picnic 
By Tommy Joe 

 
Gently rolling hillside, 
happy cows, scenic 
little town, the smell of 
BBQ and saw dust 
calls you.  It's the Gulf 
Coast annual club pic-
nic, curly fries done on 
a lathe, egg cup con-
test, good friends en-
joying food and work-
ing on a lathe.  The 
club picnic and 
monthly meeting will 
be the 4th Saturday at 
By Reed's shop in 
Chappell Hill this year, 

October 22, 8430 Lake Drive, Chappell Hill, TX 77426.  
Plan to be there. 
 

Those of you who are 
coming, like last year, 
members are asked to 
bring some kind of the 
fixings.  People with last 
names beginning with A 
to I will bring something 
to accompany some 
good local BBQ, J to Q 
will bring some deserts 
and R to Z drinks.  We 
will have to bring our 
own chairs and camp 
tables, and manybe 
some shade. 
 

See ya there,  

September Program 
By George Kabacincki 

 
Have you noticed the increasing number of turned hats in 
the 
monthly 
gallery at 
our club 
meet-
ings?  
Back in 
April four 
of our 
members 
attended 
a three 
day, 
hands-on 
class 
with the 
original 
Hat Man, 
Johan-
nes 
Michel-
sen, at 
his studio 
in Man-
chester Center, Vermont.  The entire class was the four 
students from GCWA, Don Fluker, Greg Gonsalves, 
Tommy Joe and George Kabacinski.  Based on the en-
tries in the meeting galleries they clearly learned a thing 
or two about turning hats.  And now it’s time to share that 
learning with the club. 
 
The process of making a hat takes many hours, so the 
September program will be a combination of show-and-

tell and a narrated photo slide show that will cover high-
lights of the trip, working with Johannes, and some spe-
cific shots from a recent hat turning here in Houston.  In 
addition, there will be a discussion on the tools used, 
chucks, jigs for bending the hats as well as a discussion 
on finishing.  By the end of the demo you should have a 
pretty good idea of process for making a hat. 
 
Of course, the four who took the class with Johannes are 
not the only ones in the club who have turned hats.  So 
don’t be surprised to see others involved in this presenta-
tion! 
 
I can almost hear some of the reader’s reactions … Yea, 
all that’s fine if you have a big, expensive lathe to turn 
something of that size.  Yes, and No.  The presentation 
will also cover making a Mini Hat which can be accom-
plished on a mini lathe.  So there will be something for 
almost everyone! 

(L to R) Johannes Michelsen, Greg Gonsalves, George 
Kabacinski, Don Fluker, Tommy Joe 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL AUGUST SHOW & TELL 
Best of Show 
Ron Brewer 
Thin bowl, carved and air 
brushed  

Judges:  Steve LeGrue and Reggie Keith 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Scott Njaa 
 
 

Walnut 
bowl 

3rd Place – Don Fluker 
 
 

Mesquite hollow form 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Richard Storm 
 

Sycamore 
hollow 
form 

2nd Place – Frank Campbell 
 

Spalted 
pecan 
vase 

3rd Place – John Gay 
 
 

Birch mugs 

Intermediate Category  

Beginner Category  

2nd Place – John Van Domelen 
 

Spalted pe-
can sculpture 
“Coral” 

3rd Place – Clyde Collier 
 

Spinning 
top box 

Enhanced Category  

1st Place – Jerry Harmsen 
 

Segmented 
kaleidoscope 
and stand 

Kit Category  

 

1st Place – Pete Copeland 
 
 
Natural edge 
elm bowl 

1st Place – Paula Haymond 
 
Poplar bowl 

 

1st Place – Don Fluker 
 
 
Sugar maple 
western hat 
 

 
3rd Place – Dave Greenawalt 
 
 

Antler pens 

2nd Place – Dennis April 
 
 

Zebrawood pep-
per mill 

2nd Place – Pete Copeland 
 
Natural 
edge oak 
bowl 

Judges: 



July, 2011 - Page 11 

 

 

Snapshots from the August Meeting 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

 

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor 
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Excerpted from Woodworker West, September/October, 2011, p. 24, with permission. 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

September 13, 2011 ~ Open Shop Night at George's 
shop in Cypress. 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM ~ Call (281-460-
0571) or e-mail (gkabacinski@gmail.com) for de-
tails. 

 
September 17, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 

9:00AM - noon 
Location: Mercer Arboretum 
 
October 3, 2011 ~ Board Meeting 
 
October 22, 2011 ~ GCWA Fall Picnic ~ 9:00AM - 

Noon 
Location: By Reed's house and estate 
 
November 7, 2011 ~ Board Meeting 
 
November 19, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 

9:00AM - noon 
Location: University of Houston 
 
December 5, 2011 ~ Board Meeting 
 
December 17, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 

9:00AM - noon 
Location: Bayland Community Center  

September Meeting 
 

September Meeting Program 

Turning a western style hat 
by Don Fluker, Greg Gonsalves, Tommy 

Joe, & George Kabacinski, 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Reggie Keith - President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.co 

 

Don Fluker - Vice President/ 
Judging 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

Steve LeGrue - Past President 
(832) 496-0040 cell 
slegrue@comcast.net 

 

Ed Peine - Secretary 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 

Jim Keller - Treasurer 
(281) 467-2866 
jimkeller.foxfire@comcast.net 
 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
LaneBradford@eaton.com 

 

Tommy Joe - Board Member 
(832) 444-2470 
tjoe@uh.edu 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 

 

Ben Gray - Board Member 
(281) 859-3132 
BenG@rigidbuilding.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Di-
rector 
(281) 358-8529 

 

John Van Domelen - Website Tech-
nical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Mercer Arboretum and Gardens 
22306 Aldine Westfield Road Humble, Texas 

77338 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supply: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: gcwa@swbell.net 
GCWA Websites: 

www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Tom Enloe 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to Jim Keller, 105 S. 2nd 
Street, Richmond, TX 77406.  Make 
your check payable to GCWA or 
Gulf Coast Woodturners Assn. 

Copyright 2010 GCWA 


