
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

 

The picnic at By Reed’s house went off without a hitch.  
The weather was great and the desert table endless!  It 
was my first introduction to the potato turn.  Now I know 
how it is done.  It took a while to get the egg cup races 
going but once it started it got serious.  I forgot who won 
but I do remember it was not me.  Actually everybody won 
since most of the time was spent visiting and catching up.  
At the last meeting Marty Kaminsky was lamenting the 
fact that there was no time to visit at the regular meetings 
– he got his chance here and as far as I can tell took the 
most of it.  Big thanks go to Tommy Joe who headed up 
the entire venture; he even directed parking.  Thanks 
Tommy.  Of course By Reed’s generosity of letting us use 
his property for the picnic is greatly appreciated. 
 
The holiday seasons are upon us, it is not even near 
Thanksgiving and I am already hearing Christmas music 
in the stores.  This year I started my holiday turning by 
attending Dave Barziza’s local class on sea urchin 
Christmas ornaments.  See Walter Mooney’s article for 
additional details.  Whenever I turn with others I always 
learn something.  Dave pulled out a custom made skew/
scraper and started demonstrating and I said “hold up – 
where did you get that!”  Well Dave said it was something 
Luna Ford came up with years ago.  So I am now making 
more tools in addition to the Christmas ornaments. 
 
Which segues into: 
 
Our next meeting will be at the University of Houston and 
the program will be turning Christmas ornaments with 
Janice Levi and Bill Berry.  Since Janice and Bill are 
accomplished turners and experienced teachers this 
promises to be a very interesting and informative demon-
stration.  And this is going to be a “tag-team” event.  That 
is right.  Both Janice and Bill will be turning on two lathes 
simultaneously!  And if that is not enough there will be 
power-point presentation running in the background. 
 
So bring you chairs and sit back, enjoy and learn.  The 
goal is to take this information and make your own orna-
ments to spread around and one for the Christmas orna-
ment swap at the December meeting.  I know in the last 
newsletter I said this was to happen at the November 
meeting – I was wrong.  However if you are currently 
working on an ornament project and want some advice 
this is your chance.  And do not forget to bring your 
chairs.  We did not have a raffle at the picnic so I am sure 

Delia Spicer will have a great selection – so bring an ex-
tra fiver, it will be worth it. 
 
The December meeting will be at Bayland Park and the 
presenter will be Jim Keller.  He will be presenting the 
program he gave at the last SWAT on long stemmed flow-
ers.  I was fortunate enough to be able to see Jim’s pro-
gram at SWAT and thoroughly enjoyed it and I am looking 
forward to watching Jim again.  And it is at this meeting 
we will have the always popular Christmas ornament 
swap, a chance to give and receive small turnings that will 
be cherished for many years to come. 
 
There are many other things happening in GCWA.  There 
is an addition to the Open Shop Night at George Kaba-
cinski’s house.  Marty Kaminsky is also instituting an 
Open Shop Night the 2nd Tuesday of the month from 6:30 
to 9:00-ish.  So now you have two choices to visit, learn 
and just enjoy woodturning.  In addition George is also in 
the process of planning local class programs for next 
year, some of which fill very quickly.  Our program search 
committee is in the process of vetting nationally known 
turners that we may be able to obtain for a program and 
local classes.  I have had the opportunity to participate in 
four of the past classes.  Two were great and two were 
OK at best.  But in all of them I learned something and I 
learned that not all professional turners are as nice as the 
ones we have in our club.  So I cannot promise that every 
one we bring in will be a smash, but I can tell you that all 
of the committee members are working very hard on your 
behalf. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Woodturning Lessons:  Hands-on woodturning 
lessons are now being given by Jim Keller at 
Foxfire Studios.  You pick the subject; learn with 
my tools or yours.  Oneway 2430 and Jet 1642 
lathes available.  Rates- 4 hour lesson 4 hour 
lesson for GCWA Members $70.00, non mem-
bers $80.00, add a second person for: member 
$45.00, non-members $50.00.  Call 281-467-
2866 for information or to schedule a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor 
for the Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, 
Thomas Irven, will teach beginning to advanced 
participants turning in his Bellaire Studio. Classes 
will be individualized to your needs and tools will 
be available. Learn box making multi-axis, spin-
dle, and bowl turning and finishing. Limited to 1 - 
4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and in-
formation. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
PEN BLANKS FOR SALE...$1.25 per blank plus 
shipping.  Over 150 species available.  Contact 
Doug Van Buskirk at dvb@comcast.net for a list 
of species. 
 
SERVICE: Laser Engraving offered at a 25% dis-
count to GCWA members.  We have a CO2 laser 
and offer a wide variety of gifts, plaques, awards, 
etc.  Enhance a woodturning project or engrave a 
name on a pen.  Located at Pearland Mail Box 
Store, 3221 Broadway St, Pearland, TX 77581. 
Phone 281-412-6245. Call or visit the store and 
identify yourself as a GCWA member to receive 
the discount.  The Mail Box Store is a full service 
mailing facility.  Any questions contact me, Pat 
Lloyd, at 713-494-8290. Website 
www.pearlandmailbox.com 
 
FOR SALE 
Christmas is coming!  Pen sets with bushing set 
available. 
1 Package of 3 10k Gold Artisan European Letter 
Opener - List $32.97, Sale $26.00. 
1 Package of 5 24k Gold European Pen Kits with 
Bushing Set - List $18.94, Sale $15.00. 
5 Packages of 5 10k Artisan European Pen Kits 
with Bushing Set - List $38.94, Sale $31.00. 
12 Striped Mun Ebony Pen Blanks - 3/4x3/4x5 
inches - $4.00 each. 
Will deliver at added cost for shipping. 
Douglas Grissom douglas.grissom@att.net  281-
844-4397 (C) 

CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA 
members listed as a free service. 

 
Do not forget about the 2012 Spring Retreat.  Doug Grissom will 
be looking for a multitude of volunteers, everything from refresh-
ments organizers to class instructors.  I know the thought of being 
a class instructor may seem intimidating.  I gave it a try and found 
it to be most enjoyable.  Remember you do not have to be world’s 
expert to lead a class: just pick a simple project, one that you 
would like to share and turn with a few friends for a couple of 
hours. 
 
Since it is near the end of the year we will be working on a 2012 
budget.  If you have any comments or questions on the budget 
please contact me or Jim Keller. 
 
Happy Turning 

Reggie Keith 

Local Class Update 
By George Kabacinski 

 

Well, another month and another successful class.  Dave Barziza 
did a great job leading the six lucky folks who got into his class!  
Thank you Dave! 
 
The Local Class program will be taking a Holiday break for De-
cember and starting the new year with a great series of classes 
which will continue through 2012.  We’re also coordinating be-
tween the Local Class program and the team working on bringing 
in national demonstrators/instructors to enhance the learning op-
tions for GCWA members. 
 
Local Classes for 2012 will start out with Larry Zarra leading a 
class on Miniatures on January 28th.  Larry says “Workshop will 
be part demonstration, and part hands-on projects and problem 
solving.  Projects may include goblets, bowls, boxes, vessels, 
etc., or other items of your own selection.  As a general guideline, 
when I think of miniatures, I think of items around 2" and smaller.  
We may also make some mini-tools on site.”  This should be an 
interesting and challenging class for intermediate to advanced 
turners. 
 
Tom Irven will be up next to teach a class on Off Center turning 
on February 4th.  Look for more details on Tom’s class in the next 
newsletter.  Work is progressing for a class on making pepper 
mills as another spring time offering.  Later in the year Paula 
Haymond will lead another class on enhancing your turnings with 
…. well, we’ll have to wait and see what Paula will have in store 
for us next fall.  And we’ll likely wrap up 2012 with another orna-
ment class.  In addition we’re looking for other topics folks are 
interested in to fill a couple more classes in 2012. 
 
The classes by Larry Zarra and Tom Irven are open for registra-
tion.  Please mail a check payable to GCWA for $35 to George 
Kabacinski at PO Box 2755, Cypress, TX 77410 to reserve your 
spot.  And as always, if you have an idea for a class you’d like to 
see e-mail or call George or contact any of the Board members. 

Continued from page 1 
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Open Shop Night – 
Going Global!! 

By George Kabacinski 
These days, more and more of our ‘neighborhood’ is a 
global community.  It’s hard to pick up the newspaper, 
look at the news on-line, read your ‘tweats’, or even watch 
old-fashioned TV news and not have a story about how 
something in another part of the world is affecting our lo-
cal community, or bank balance for that matter.  So it 
should be no surprise that GCWA Open Shop Nights are 
going global.  And it’s already started! 
 
The November Open Shop Night occurred in two loca-
tions, seemingly a world apart.  The on-going happenings 
in Cypress were joined by Marty Kaminsky hosting an 
Open Shop Night at his place in San Leon (that’s in 
France, right?).  Both events occurred on November 8th 
(second Tuesday).  We’ll do it again in December and 
again it will be the second Tuesday (December 14th). 
 

And to take this to even a broader global scale Lane 
Bradford has indicated that he’ll join the second Tuesday 
happenings stating in January, 2012.  Lane will be hosting 
an Open Shop Night at his place up in Montgomery, TX. 
 
The GCWA Open Shop Night is a great way to meet up 
with a few of your fellow turners, interact, do a bit of turn-
ing (if you like), maybe try out a new tool, toss around 
some ideas, get some questions answered and generally 
have a few hours of good fun.  Feel free to join in at any 
of the global locations.  And if none of these are conven-
ient for you – well, think about hosting at your shop or get 
together with someone in your part of town to pull some-
thing together. 

Board Feet 
 

By Lane Bradfod 
 
I want to thank Ed for filling in for me while I was out of 
the country.  Thanks Ed!  You done good! 
 
As you probably noticed from Ed’s Board Feet article, the 
Board is jumping into planning for 2012 already.  There is 
much to be done and as usual little time to do it.  First we 
need to decide a budget for 2012 to see what we can af-
ford to do.  Obviously we will continue with our monthly 
meetings, retreat and picnics.  But what about bringing in 
paid national demonstrators?  Do you think the majority of 
our membership is getting their money’s worth?  Certainly 
those that are lucky enough to get registered for a class 
are easily getting what they paid for, but when the classes 
don’t fill up the club uses the dues to make up the differ-
ence to the instructor.  Fair?  Is there a better way?  Be-
lieve me when I say this a very tough question. 
 
Our INCOME from dues is currently down and you can 
say the same for a lot of business in the area.  Will this 
trend change in 2012?  Probably not in 2012, but by 2015 
I would certainly hope so.  Like every one of you the 
GCWA must do some belt tightening.  What can we do 
without?  Certainly not donuts and coffee at the meetings, 
right?  Skip brining in a National Demonstrator(s) until 
things begin to look up?  By doing that, will it cause our 
current members to go elsewhere?  Do the National Dem-
onstrators bring new members into GCWA?  All tough 
decisions and nobody on your Board wants to make them 
in the dark.  What do you think?  What do you want to do?  
If you say increase the dues, you need to be ready to run!  
Right George? 
 

So, if we agree we are not going to increase our dues, is 
there some other way to raise INCOME?  If our INCOME 
doesn’t go up, then what can we cut or delete?  These are 
all the same decisions each of you make with your own 
household income, the difference is that the GCWA 
budget affects almost 200 people and not just 2 or 3.  This 
NEWSLETTER costs the GCWA almost $500 to print and 
mail each year.  Those printed copies, by the way are 
sent to the local Rockler and Woodcraft stores and adver-
tise our club to their customers.  So you can say we 
spend at least $500 annually in recruiting new members.  
The club’s biggest expenses are in raffle items and they 
actually do better than break even for us.  So if you cut 
that expense you are reducing that income stream, too.  
There is NO “fat” in a GCWA budget!  You are welcome to 
look and tell your Board what you think, but I don’t think 
you will find anything that we can presently “live without” 
or even significantly reduce. 
 
Other things being kicked around at the BOARD meeting: 

Liability Insurance – the AAW is now offering this to its 
member clubs.  GCWA has never had a problem 
here but that certainly doesn’t mean we never will.  

Asset insurance for GCWA property.  This can be ex-
pensive but it can help reduce the pain in the event 
of a catastrophic loss. 

501 c 3 (non-profit) status for the GCWA, I love the title 
of the article from the AAW on this – “How you will 
learn to stop worrying and love the donations.”  Re-
minds me of another government fairy tale.  

Long Term Planning 
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I first took note of Ed 
Peine when I discovered 
one of his creations at a 
summer GCWA meeting 
this year.  Several mem-
bers were huddled around 
a large deep hollow ves-
sel in walnut on one of the 
display tables, and I also 
became intrigued.  My 
immediate respect took 
shape when I inspected 
the piece and realized 
how difficult it was to cre-
ate.  The piece was 
deeper than anything I 
had done, with a small 
hole at the top, and 
curved wide at the sides.  
What really impressed me was how thin the walls were 
when I surveyed the inside.  Others around me were 
equally appreciative of the quality.  Of course, the other 
members were not surprised that the artist was Ed Peine.  
Apparently, they have come to expect this type of quality 
from him.  My thought was interview Ed, so more mem-
bers could appreciate his talent, and maybe I could figure 
out why my bowls were turning into funnels.  I later talked 
with Ed after the meeting and commented about his wal-
nut hollow form.  While he tried to play it down, I told him 
that it was not just me that was interested, but others 
were also.  Therefore, I told him that I would like to inter-
view him for the club newsletter so people could get to 
know him better, and put a face to his work.  He was 
happy to help out and my first impression of him was - 
what a great guy.  Not just because he agreed to help, but 
also because he was always smiling.  My philosophy is 
that if someone is smiling all the time, they are either a 
game show host or they have a love of life and are pas-
sionate about what they do.  I had my proof of being right 
when I discovered that Ed had given up his job as a law-
yer to do woodworking full time.  Additionally, he has 
never been a game show host. 
 
Ed Peine’s first career was as a corporate legal counsel 
for 35 years.  However, he found time to work weekends 
and nights in his wood shop.  “I found myself spending 
more and more time in the shop and less and less time in 
the office until something had to go; the wood shop won.  
Since 2003, the lathe has been my second career and full 
time passion,” he explains. 
 
Ed said he first started out in woodworking when he saw 
things at a furniture store and thought, “I can make that 
myself”.  Ed continued, “It turned out to be a great thing to 
do on the weekends, and I was able to work with my Dad.  

We only had the tools that we needed to get the job 
done.”  Ed was later given his first lathe in 2000, which 
cost about $100.  Just about every year after that Ed 
traded up for a better lathe until he finally purchased his 
Oneway lathe in 2006 (photo left). 
 
Ed and his wife, Jan, of 30 years, are native Houstonians. 
Ed shares his ideas and talent with fellow woodturners 
and has been a member of the American Association of 
Woodturners since 2004.  Ed Peine also joined the Gulf 
Coast Woodturners’ Association in 2005.  Ed was elected 
to the Board for GCWA in May of 2009, and became Sec-
retary for GCWA in May of 2010.  Ed is currently in his 
second term as Secretary and also heads up the mem-
bership committee. 
 
Ed went to University of Houston for his undergraduate 
degree in business; afterward, continued at University of 
Houston, earning his law degree.  In fact, his whole family 
went to University of Houston, including his father.  Ed 
maintained his woodworking skills while in college by 
building a 20 foot sail boat out of wood and fiberglass, 
and still enjoys sailing to this day. 
 
In turning, Ed prefers 
deep vessel hollowing 
for a challenge.  “The 
bigger the vessel the 
larger the curve of diffi-
culty,” he says.  Addi-
tionally, Ed describes 
how the initial weight 
of the piece also 
makes it difficult to turn 
because it may weigh 
300 pounds before it is hollowed.  Ed says, “Woodturning 
allows me to use my mechanical skills and stretch my ar-
tistic talent.  A smile beams from my face as I examine a 
vessel that I have just created.  But I take even greater 
satisfaction as I look back upon the details of the process 
I just completed . . . the final coat of wax; the many coats 
of finish; the sanding process; the actual turning of the 
inside and outside with various 
scrapers and gouges; the cut-
ting of the sections with the 
chainsaw and band saw; the 
trip to the forest in Arkansas or 
to the tree stand in West Texas 
where I harvested the walnut or 
mesquite tree.  Then I start to 
envision the next project, which 
will be even better than the last.  
And I remember--it is not the 

Continued on page 5 

Member spotlight: 
Ed Peine, his passion for woodturning became his new profession. 

By Jeff Kapche 
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destination, but the journey that is the source of content-
ment.” 
 
Ed prides himself on his hol-
lowing tools he has made from 
scratch or tools that he has 
modified to fit his needs.  Ed 
also has a metal lathe to make 
his tools on.  Ed says there are 
not really any tools made for 
hollowing deep vessels, so he 
has therefore had to make many of his own tools.  Ed has 
also fabricated extensions, sanding tools, parts for cutting, 
and jigs.  Ed says, “The challenge is to design a tool and 
make it when it is not available.”  Some of the more diffi-
cult tools Ed has were made at a local machine shop.  Ed 
admits, “It is always cheaper to buy at the store than to 
have it custom made.”  Unfortunately for Ed and other 
woodworkers, many of the hollowing tools he needs do 
not exist. 
 
Ed’s enlightenment on his sawdust trial to discovery ema-
nates from a class he took at Anderson Ranch in Colo-
rado.  Ed attributes the quality of the class to the teacher, 
Ray Key, who put an emphasis on design.  Ray Key is a 
world renowned woodturner from England, and has been 
involved in woodturning for over 40 years, giving interna-
tional seminars, and writing articles and books on wood-
turning.  Ed remarks how he had a lot of improvement in 
his skill level because of the quality of the small class and 
the hands-on instruction.  Ed explained how Ray Key edu-
cated him on how to bring his bowls to a pleasing level 
with just minor adjustments.  “Ray Key gave me a sense 
of design and improvement, in order to create a pleasing 
shape, which was accomplished a little at a time.  He 
taught me how to take a 1/16th off an ‘OK’ piece and turn it 
into a ‘WOW’ piece,” he said. 
 
Ed becomes very definitive when he describes the proc-
ess of creating a hollow form.  Ed explains how he is in-
volved from the very beginning when he makes a hollow 
form, which starts with the raw ma-
terial wood, usually a log.  “My 
challenge is to see the beauty that 
lies within the log and then bring 
out that beauty so that it can be 
shared with others,” he said. 
 
A testament to Ed’s process, he is involved from the be-

ginning to the end when making one of his pieces. He is 
not afraid to bring out the chain and band saws to cut the 
log down to manageable sections; then choosing a sec-
tion to mount on the lathe and shape it with special tools, 
“one thin shaving at a time.” 
 
When making a piece, Ed applies what he learned from 
Ray Key by shaping the exterior of the piece in an artistic 
way to enhance the best features of the wood and to artis-
tically create the most desirable shape.  He also carefully 
hollows the interior of the piece to a wall thickness as thin 
as possible yet strong enough to maintain the structural 
integrity of the piece.  He does this by turning the wood to 
1/16” wall thickness; unless it is a wood such as spalted 
box elder, which he does not turn to less than 3/16 be-
cause of fear of collapsing. When the vessel is finished, 
Ed states that it weighs less than 3 pounds. 
 
Ed advises he must wait 2-3 months for drying before the 
vessel is ready to be sanded.  Ed then coats his vessels 
with his special mixture of Tung oil and varnish and then 
polishes it to a gloss that brings out the unique grain and 
natural color of the wood.  Ed admits he especially enjoys 
working with mesquite, walnut burls and spalted woods. 
 
Ed says he is most proud of 
his mesquite hollow form 
(picture right) because he 
had the help of other mem-
bers to complete it.  Although 
he did most of the work, he 
relishes in the fact that it was 
a collaborative effort.  He is 
thankful for Greg Gonsalves and Don Fluker’s help on the 
piece.  Ed also states that the piece was completed by his 
use of “pure turning”, which is what he prefers when cre-
ating a work of art. 
 
After our discussion about hollowing, Ed was nice enough 
to invite me over to his house to teach me the proper way 
to hollow out a vessel.  I thought this was a great idea 
because my wife is getting tired of looking at funnels.  I 
can hear her voice now, “What a nice piece of 
wood…..Too bad it’s another funnel”.  Although I have not 
had a chance to take him up on his offer, my view of him 
has changed from great guy, to REALLY great guy.  I am 
just surprised my wife is not pushing me out the door right 
now.  Ed, you may be getting a knock on the door very 
soon. 

Club News and Announcements 
 

John Van Domelen 
 
John was featured in the December issue of the Wood-
turning magazine (British) in a story “20 Minutes with 
John Van Domelen.”  (See page 8 in this newsletter or 
visit http://www.texasturner.com/gallery/resume.php)        
Congratulations John, on being recognized internationally. 

Jerry Bennett 
 
Jerry is an invited demonstrator at the AAW national con-
vention in San Jose, CA June, 2012.  Congratulations, 
Jerry. 
 

Andy Chen 
 
Andy is an invited demonstrator at the 3rd Segmented 
Symposium in South Tahoe, CA, October 18 - 21, 2012. 
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Sea Urchin Christmas 
Ornament Class 

By Walter Mooney 
 

The “How to Turn a Sea Urchin Christmas Ornament” 
class, taught and guided by Dave Barziza, was held on 
Saturday, 
November 
5, 2011, at 
the fabulous 
and spa-
cious shop 
of George 
Kabacinski.  
In atten-
dance were 
Reggie Keith, Robert Frost, Walter Mooney, Ron Brewer, 
Tommy Joe and the host George Kabacinski. 
 
Dave had on display (right) 
an array of ornaments he 
had completed, and to 
which we all aspired.  He 
also had a collection of 
different sizes and colors 
of sea urchins for pur-
chase at very modest 
prices.  Almost all the sea 
urchins he had to offer 
were bought by the atten-
dees (presumably for future use). 
 
Dave gave a thorough explanation of the intricacies of 
incorporating a turned finial piece with the very fragile sea 
urchins.  As he then turned a bottom and top finial, he 
pointed out the close relationship of the tenon and the 
finished size of the end of each finial to the size of the 
holes in the sea urchin.  The class then went to the lathes 
to turn their finials.  Assembly of the ornaments turned out 
to be a bit harder than most thought it would be, but all 
were successful thanks to Dave’s guidance and patience.  
After lunch, a second ornament was turned. 
 

Tommy 
Joe has 
the dis-
tinction of 
having 
turned 
the most 
finials, 
while 
George 
Kabacin-
ski turned 

the smallest, most delicate 
finial.  I have the distinction of 
assembling the most lop-sided 
ornament (but the second one 
turned out much better)!  Miss-
ing from the group photo is 
Robert Frost, who had to 
leave at lunchtime. 
 
Our thanks go to Mr. Dave 
Bar-
ziza 
for 
his 
time, 

guidance and patience.  The 
spectacular shop and the excel-
lent company made for a very 
enjoyable day and class for all. 

Great Research Tools 
By Ed Peine 

The other day someone (a GCWA member who will re-
main anonymous) asked me about applying and polishing 
Waterlox.  I gladly shared the details with him.  I also re-
ferred him to an article that appeared in our own Newslet-
ter several years ago.   Then it occurred to me that some 
of you may not be aware that many topics have been ad-
dressed and questions answered in prior newsletters.  It is 
easy to search the GCWA web site … Simply  1.) Open 
the GCWA home page;  2.) In the box labeled “Search our 
Site” type any relevant words (for example “buffing fin-
ishes” or “Waterlox”);  3.) Google will automatically open 
up and you can click on any article that is of interest and 

that article will automatically open up.  In this case Goggle 
will lead you to a November 2009 article about buffing and 
polishing turned wood. 
 
Our web site is a great source of information and it is con-
stantly being updated.  This does not happen automati-
cally, it does take a great deal of time, effort and exper-
tise.  We all need to thank Dale Barrack.  Dale has been 
the GCWA Website Creative Director for more years than 
I can remember.  If you are not visiting the site and the 
Forum from time to time, you are missing out on this valu-
able research tool and resource.  If you have any trouble 
getting into the Forum, e-mail John Van Domelen, our 
website Technical Director at john@texasturner.com. 
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Annual Christmas Ornament 
Exchange 

By Bill Berry 
Once again Christmas is almost here and it is time to get 
your ornament turned for our annual Christmas tree orna-
ment exchange. 
 
The demonstration at the November meeting will be: How 
to turn an ornament and finial.  So there is no excuse for 
you not to bring an ornament to exchange.  The rules are 
simple: you turn an ornament, or several ornaments, and 
put them on the “tree”.  After everyone has placed their 
ornaments on the tree, participants will draw numbers out 
of a hat.  If you bring more than one ornament there will 

be additional rounds of drawing numbers.  Everyone that 
brings an ornament will get a first round pick.  It is a good 
idea to sign or attach a tag to the hanging string that tells 
who turned the ornament and what kind of wood it is.  
Several years from now you might want to know, who 
turned that ornament?????  This is a great way to share 
one of your turnings and the spirit of giving. Judging:  
Please do not bring an ornament for the regular Show and 
Tell as they will not be accepted.  We only want orna-
ments that are for the exchange.  There will be 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd place awards.  Honorable Mention and Best of 
Show if the judges think it is justified.  Ornaments will be 
judged as one group; no beginner, no intermediate, no 
advanced, no segmented and no enhanced categories. 
Only ornaments on the exchange trees will be eligible for 
judging. 

Your Membership Committee 
Has Awakened 

By Ed Peine 
The GCWA membership committee has been relatively 
inactive over the last several years, most of its work being 
done in the background.  The membership has been hold-
ing steady at about 180, which is a good workable num-
ber.  So there has been no pressing need to do anything 
different.  But lately we have been thinking about a num-
ber of things that we can do to make your club a little bit 
better. 
 
Let’s make guests and new members feel welcome.  
At each monthly meeting we will set up a Membership 
Table (preferably near the front door).  Each guest will 
sign in and be welcomed.  They will be given a name tag 
that clearly identifies them as a guest so that we all can 
know who they are.  If you see a guest name tag, intro-
duce yourself and show the guest around, explain how 
show-and-tell works and most importantly show them 
where the coffee and donuts are.  Each guest will be 
given the opportunity to join GCWA.  If they do join they 
will be given a name tag that says ‘New Member’, so we 

all know who they are and we can introduce them to the 
raffle. 
 
We need your help to prepare an up-to-date member-
ship roster.  At the membership desk (see above) we will 
have a copy of the most current roster -- but it contains 
some out of date info.  So please take some time to  1) 
review you data, paying special attention to your e-mail 
address and phone number,  2) write any changes directly 
on the roster,  3) initial your line in the box provided (even 
if you have no changes) so we know that you have re-
viewed it and the data is correct. 
 
Free new membership badges for all.  Some of you 
may have wondered where you can get one of those cool 
GCWA wooden name badges.  Wouldn’t it be nice if eve-
ryone had a name badge so you would not be guessing 
other’s names.  We agree.  So everyone that verifies their 
name on the roster (see above) and every new member 
(see above) will get a wooden name badge….FREE.    
Some have observed that the names on the old style 
badges are too small and hard to read.  So the badge has 
been redesigned to make the member’s name the focal 
point, larger and much easier to read.  The new style will 
be on display at the membership desk. 

GCWA RETREAT 2012 
By Douglas Grissom 

Chairperson, 2012 
 
Another month has flown by and we are 31 days closed to 
the 2012 Retreat.  Now there are only 200 days, as of 1 
November 2011, until the start of our retreat. 
 
As I have said before, it takes many members, each one 
doing a little bit, to make the retreat a success.  The areas 
in which there is need of a lead volunteer are as follows: 
 

Chairperson - Douglas Grissom/ doug-
las.grissom@att.net  

Super Consultant – George Kabacinski / gkabacin-

ski@gmail.com 
Classes and Instructors 
Equipment 
Friday/Breakfast/Snack Food 
Set-Up 
Clean-Up 
Raffle Items 
Raffle Ticket Sales 
Instant Gallery 
Registration – Ed Peine and Ben and Mary Gray 
Publicity 

 
If any of these areas are of interest to you, please contact 
me at douglas.grissom@att.net, or 281-844-4397. 
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Snapshots from the October Meeting 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

 

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor, Peter Miao 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

November 19, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

Location: University of Houston 
 

December 5, 2011 ~ Board Meeting 
 

December 17, 2011 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

Location: Bayland Community Center  
 

January 9, 2012 ~ Board Meeting 
 

January 21, 2012 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

February 6, 2012 ~ Board Meeting 
 

February 18, 2012 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

March 5, 2012 ~ Board Meeting 
 

March 17, 2012 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

April 9, 2012 ~ Board Meeting 
 

April 21, 2012 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

May 7, 2012 ~ Board Meeting 
 

May 19 - 20, 2012 ~ GCWA Spring Retreat 
Location: Montgomery County Fairgrounds 

November Meeting 
 

November Meeting Program 

How to turn an ornament and finial  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Reggie Keith - President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.co 

 

Don Fluker - Vice President/ 
Judging 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

Steve LeGrue - Past President 
(832) 496-0040 cell 
slegrue@comcast.net 

 

Ed Peine - Secretary 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 

Jim Keller - Treasurer 
(281) 467-2866 
jimkeller.foxfire@comcast.net 
 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
LaneBradford@eaton.com 

 

Tommy Joe - Board Member 
(713) 743-2370 (O) 
(712) 723-2587 (H) 
tjoe@uh.edu 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 

Ben Gray - Board Member 
(281) 859-3132 
BenG@rigidbuilding.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Di-
rector 
(281) 358-8529 

 

John Van Domelen - Website Tech-
nical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

University of Houston, main campus 
Keeland Design Center 

(Next to Architecture Bldg) 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supply: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: gcwa@swbell.net 
GCWA Websites: 

www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Tom Enloe 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to Jim Keller, 105 S. 2nd 
Street, Richmond, TX 77406.  Make 
your check payable to GCWA or 
Gulf Coast Woodturners Assn. 

Copyright 2010 GCWA 


