
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

If you are like me you are trying to get caught up from 
2012.  There are a number of things going on in GCWA 
some of which include: 
 

 The 2013 Spring Retreat.  This is scheduled for 18 & 
19 May 2011 at the Montgomery County Fairgrounds 
in Conroe, TX.  Don Fluker is heading up the Retreat 
committee and would appreciate any help you could 
provide (see page 2).  Look him up at the next meet-
ing.  We are having some difficulties with liability in-
surance.  In the past this has been provided by AAW 
to any of the local chapters at no cost.  However AAW 
has experienced some difficulties in obtaining liability 
for injuries.  How does this affect the Spring Retreat?  
The agency, which runs the facility requires a certifi-
cate of insurance and it is not clear that the new AAW 
coverage will be sufficient.  Bad news – GCWA may 
be required to purchase its own insurance (glass half 
empty).  Good news – We have not had to pay in the 
past (glass half full) and we will be in control in the 
future.  We are currently exploring this avenue. 

 

 Also we have David Ellsworth coming to Houston 14-
19 March.  I understand the classes are full but you 
may wish to put your name on the waiting list. Contact 
Ed Peine.  However if you are not registered for a 
class you can see Mr. Ellsworth at our monthly meet-
ing on Saturday, March 16, 2013 at the Sosa Center.  
This will be a little bit different in that the meeting will 
start in the morning at 9:00 and end in the afternoon 
at 4:00.  And we will order pizza for lunch – so no 
need to go out! 

 

 Gathering of the Guilds at the Houston Center for 
Contemporary Craft (HCCC) will be held on Saturday, 
April 27, 2013, which for a change is not on the same 
Saturday as our meeting.  We have reserved a spot 
and will have a presence as usual.  HCCC is a very 
interesting place anytime, but even more so at the 
Gathering of the Guilds. 

 

 In September 2013 we will have Jimmy Clewes back 
for a demonstration and classes.  I remember the last 
time he was here and I thoroughly enjoyed the pro-
gram and even learned a few things.  It does not get 
much better than that. 

 

Our program this month will be Identifying Wood and 
Trees by Derek Powers.  This is a subject where I could 

use a lot of help.  I know you cannot turn petrified wood, 
but other than that I am helpless.  In addition the Presi-
dent’s challenge for February 2013 is a box exchange 
(see page 3).  This is just like the ornament exchange we 
have in November, but will be turned boxes.  I still have 
the boxes that I received in previous exchanges and smile 
every time I see them, they are old friends frozen in time. 
 

 Future Presidents challenges include: 
 

 March 2013 - A Platter Show 
 

 April 2013 - Turned Jewelry Show 
 

 June 2013 – The dumbest or most worthless thing 
ever turned on a lathe.  Basically you know you are in 
this category if your best friend asks, “Why in the 
world did you bother to turn that?”  If they go further, 
you just may have a winner! 

 
We still need to come up with a slate for the GCWA offi-
cers and board members.  At present we will need candi-
dates for the President, Vice-President, and Secretary.  
Tom Irven is heading up the nomination committee, as-
sisted by Walter Mooney and Steve LeGrue.  These are 
important positions in GCWA and do involve a little work. 
 
The 2013 President of SWAT is our own George Kaba-
cinski.  SWAT is currently scheduled for the end of Au-
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Board Feet 
 

By Lane Bradford 
 

We are now mobile again, so check elsewhere in this 
newsletter for directions to our new meeting location!  The 
clubs trailer has been loaded and the load is strapped 
down for the trip.  We have a volunteer for this months 
meeting to haul the trailer but we certainly could use 
some volunteers for some of the other months.  If you 
have a pickup truck or an SUV with a trailer hitch and can 
help us out please let a Board member know. 
 
This month’s demonstrations will be by our own Derek 
Powers and will be about Tree Identification, using the 
tree’s bark, growing location and leaf structure to aid in its 
identification.  I have personally seen Derek doing this 
and he is very good.  Ed Peine and I could have used 
Derek’s help the other day when we disagreed on the 
identity of a log.  Ed thought it was a walnut because of 
the dark wood and I thought it was a pine because of the 
bark.  How’s that for needing some help in identification?  
I am now convinced that, if after watching Derek’s presen-
tation, I can identify the tree that I can get real close to 
identifying the wood that comes from that tree.  Of course 
this may only be wistful thinking on my part. 
 
Two important events, important to GCWA members that 
is, are on the horizon: the election of the new officers and 
Board members for the GCWA that will lead us for the 
next year and the Annual Spring Retreat.  Thomas Irven 
is leading the nomination committee and he tells me that 

he is having a difficult time finding people willing to serve.  
Being on the Board is not difficult or scary.  It doesn’t take 
as much time as many people think it does, only a few 
hours a month.  So if you are sitting back thinking some-
one else will step forward and save you from having to 
volunteer to do it, be ashamed of yourself.  Seek out Tho-
mas at the meeting, or call him (713-666-6881) and request 
that he place your name on this year’s ballot. 
 
Don Fluker gave us an update on this year’s Spring Re-
treat at the Board meeting.  Don has made a sincere ef-
fort to mix things up and get fresh and different instruc-
tors.  He also has made the instructors a promise that 
they will only teach one class this year unless they really 
want to teach more.  Don still needs our help, however.  
He has several classes he can fill if he had instructors.  
He has other non-instructor positions that are critical to a 
successful event that also need to be filled.  Tell Don you 
want to help and give back at least a part of what you 
have received from the past GCWA Spring Retreats. 
 
Finally, in case you have not heard or seen it on the Fo-
rum or Facebook, our own Doug Grissom has been seri-
ously ill and in intensive care for some time now.  He is 
now at Katy Memorial Hermann Rehab, 21720 Kingsland 
Blvd, Katy Suite 102 (Rm 227).  If someone in the club 
has some artistic abilities and a sheet of poster board, 
would you please make Doug a get-well card and bring it 
to this month’s meeting for all of us to sign?  I know it 
would perk him up to know all of his friends in GCWA are 
thinking of him. 

2013 Spring Retreat 
By Don Fluker 

 

Our spring retreat is one of, if not, the biggest events of 
the year for GCWA.  I have not heard of any other club 
doing anything like this.  I do know that Lone Star Wood-
turners does have something similar, but not as big.  That 
is OK because I am sure that we started small too. 
 
This is an all-volunteer event and now is time to start 
planning it.  I still need some instructors for the classes.  If 
you turn something that you think others would like to 
learn to do, please consider sharing it with others. 
 
At this time these are the topics of the tentative classes 
and demos: Home stabilizing, Off center goblets, Finials, 
Boxes with tilted lids, Tool handles, Boxes, Femisphere, 
Beginner bowls, Carving with the Foredom and wood 
burning, Adding tile to bowls, Banksia pods, Peppermills, 
Beall buffing, CA finishes, Three legged tea candle 
holder, Decorative bowls, Spatula & spurtles, Natural 
edge bowls, Jewelry, Tree ID, Scoops, Hand chasing.  I 
need about 10 more because it is still early and there may 
be some cancellations.  Don’t forget the very favorite be-
ginner track.  If you have any suggestions that you would 
like to see then come talk to me. 
 

At this time, all of the classes will be using mini or midi 
lathes.  If you have a larger lathe that you would like to 
bring then please do so.  We will have an area for the lar-
ger lathes that can be used for hands on. 
 
This year we will continue with the policy that everybody 
brings his or her own chuck, live and drive centers with 1 
x 8 inserts.  You will take them from class to class with 
you.  Do not let that stop you from attending the retreat if 
you do not have them, there will be some that will be 
available for checking out. 
 
We are going to need at least 70 mini/midi lathes to cover 
these classes.  So please think about volunteering yours.  
Tom Enloe will be gathering the equipment and I know 
that he needs your help 
Mark your calendar for May 18 and 19 for this event.  
Early setup will be after noon on the 17th. 
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Woodturning Lessons:  Hands-on woodturning lessons 
are now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  
You pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  One-
way 2436 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates- 4 hour 
lesson for GCWA Members $70.00, non members 
$80.00, add a second person for: member $45.00, non-
members $50.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to 
schedule a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

Raffle 
By Linda Bohl 

 
From the desk of “THE RAFFLE QUEEN”, thanks for your 
support at the January meeting.  You spent your money 
well!  I hope that you will find the February meeting just as 
exciting, as it will be our Mardi Gras raffle.  I have pur-
chased and have ready to go 30 items.  I hope that there 
is something there that is of interest to you.  There is now 
a suggestion box on the raffle table, and only one person 
has a suggestion for purchasing last month.  We are fortu-
nate to have Georgene helping with ticket sales and we 
have added the daughters of Derrick Powers, Abby Gale 
and Anna Clara to pull the numbers from the tumbler.  
Don’t forget the first number called gets their choice of 

any of the raffle prizes.  You will continue to receive FREE 
tickets with your ticket purchases, just like in January.  
There is no longer, I repeat, “NO LAST CALL” to pur-
chase your raffle tickets.  When the demonstration ends, 
we will go right into the raffle.  NO LAST CHANCE TO 
GET YOUR TICKETS!  We have a time limit for finishing 
the raffle so that “SHOW & TELL” has time for each of us 
to be able to tell about what we have made.  When your 
number is called please let us know you have the winning 
number, act excited, and come to the raffle table to pick it 
up.  I have enjoyed getting it all together for you, and the 
girls enjoy their part.  See you at the Mardi Gras raffle.  
Buy more tickets, and better your chance of winning.  
Each month I will try to have that one WOW prize. This 
month is something that gets HOT and will burn.  Thanks.  
Enjoy the raffle. 

Tool Swap This Month 
By Bill Berry 

 

One of the popular activities of some of our meetings is a 
"Turning Tool Swap".  We are going to do it again at this 
meeting.  Those of you who didn’t bring your “stuff” to the 
last toolswap, get it all together, now that you know how it 

works.  If you have any wood, turning tools and turning 
sundries that you want to SELL or TRADE, please bring 
them to the meeting.  Start digging out all those seldom or 
never used items that are collecting dust.  It could be just 
the tool someone else "needs".  There will be tables set 
up to display all of your items.  Please have all tools 
marked with your name and a price. 

gust 2013 in Waco, TX.  Be sure and ask George how 
you can help, I am sure he can find something that you 
can contribute even if you are not able to make it to 
Waco. 
 
And finally it is with great sadness that I report that Doug 
Grissom is ill and may not be able to participate in the 
club activities for some time to come.  Doug has been a 
tireless worker and he will be missed.  Hopefully he will 

make a full recovery and be able to return to all of his ac-
tivities. 
 
Look forward to see all of you at the February meeting 
and until then happy turning. 

 
Reggie Keith 

Continued from page 1 

President’s Challenge - 
Box Swap 

By Bill Berry 
 

If you haven't gotten started on your turned box for the 
February box exchange, it’s time to get started.  Here's 
the deal, just like the ornament exchange, you bring a 
box or boxes to exchange.  There will be a separate cate-
gory for the judging of the boxes.  Again, like at the De-
cember meeting, if you turn a box that you are really 
proud of, and your wife won't let you enter it in the Box 
Swap, don't bring it the the February meeting. 
 
As an extra incentive, those of you who bring a turned 
box for the Box Swap will receive one (1) FREE raffle 
ticket.  When you get to the meeting just show Linda Bohl  
your Box and get a one (1) FREE raffle ticket.  This is 
only for a box turned for the Box Swap.  Is that a deal or 
what? 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL JANUARY SHOW & TELL 

Judges: Greg Gonsalves and Walter Mooney 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Don Fluker 
 

 

Mesquite 
bowl 

 

3rd Place – Chris Hendriks 
 

 
Spalted hackberry 
hollow form 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Glenn Ashley 
 

 

Black & white 
ebony bowl 

2nd Place – George Kabacinski 
 

English walnut 
box 

Intermediate Category 

2nd Place – Dave Barziza 
 

Mesquite bowl 
with turquoise 
inlay 

3rd Place – Ed Spicer 
 

Burned maple 
platter 

 

Enhanced Category 

 

1st Place – Peter Copeland 
 

Maple/ebony/
mahogany 
hollow form 

1st Place – Dennis Ford 

 
Oak burl hollow 
form 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Place – Bill Lewis 
 
 
Bottle stoppers 

Kit Category 
2nd Place – Doug Davis 

 
 
Bullet pens 

Best of Show 
Doug Davis 
Walnut platter 

Judges 
 

3rd Place – Kai Muenzer 
 

 

Cedar hollow 
form 

Beginner Category 
1st Place – Bill Stein 

 
Cypress bowl 

 

 

President’s Challenge  
1st Place – Abby Powers/Dennis Ford 

 
 
Elm platter 

2nd Place – Not Available 
 
 

Pepper mill 

3rd Place – Bill Berry/Linda Bohl 
 
 
Maple bowl 
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Snapshots from the January Meeting 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

 

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except for January, May and October, all the 2013 
general meetings will be held at the Sosa Commu-
nity Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of 
Westview Dr and Wirt Rd 

 

February 16, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon, Wood Identification by Derek Powers 

 

March 4, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

March 16, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon, Demo by David Ellsworth 

 

March 17 - 19, 2013 ~ Hands-on classes with David 
Ellsworth 

 

April 8, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

April 20, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

May 6, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

May 17 - 19, 2013 ~ GCWA Spring Retreat 
Location: Montgomery County Fairgrounds 
 

June 3, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 15, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 28 - 30, 2013 ~American Association of Wood-
turners annual symposium, Tampa, FL 

 

July 8, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 20, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 5, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 17, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 23 - 25, 2013 ~ SWAT Annual Symposium, 
Waco Convention Center 

February Meeting 

February Meeting Program 
Wood Identification By Derek Powers 

Tool Swap 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Reggie Keith - President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.co 

 

Don Fluker - Vice President/ 
Judging 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 
 

Ed Peine - Secretary 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 
 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney –Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Tommy Joe - Board Member 
(713) 743-2370 (O) 
(713) 723-2587 (H) 
tjoecaver@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 

Ben Gray - Board Member 
(281) 859-3132 
BenG@rigidbuilding.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Di-
rector 
(281) 358-8529 

 

John Van Domelen - Website Tech-
nical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Sosa Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supply: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: gcwa@swbell.net 
GCWA Websites: 

www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Tom Enloe 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to Ed Peine, 138 Hick-
ory Ridge Dr, Houston, TX 77024.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2010 GCWA 


