
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Our March meeting with David Ellsworth was an unquali-
fied success.  He was right on target with his presenta-
tion.  It was obvious he had done this at least once or 
twice before.  I had the opportunity to meet David at din-
ner one evening and it was obvious that he is a people 
person, a very experienced turner and very generous in 
sharing his experience.  
 
The AV system worked impeccably thanks to hard work of 
Lane Bradford and Tom Irven.  The lunch was great, 
thanks to Ed Peine.  Tommy Joe and Lane Bradford 
came through with the drinks and donuts (even had some 
holes left over!).  It was just great – thanks to the effort of 
our super demonstrator committee Ed Peine, Bill Berry, 
Bill Lewis and Doug Grissom.  The room was fuller than 
normal but there was plenty of space. 
 
This month we will have Andy Chen doing a demonstra-
tion on simple lidded boxes.  I am looking forward to this 
because Andy is a great demonstrator and I have at least 
10 pieces of wood I picked up for box construction.  How 
come it is so simple in the store and so difficult when you 
put the wood on the lathe?  Hopefully Andy can get me 
jump-started. 
 
The 2013 Spring Retreat is right around the corner.  This 
is scheduled for 18 & 19 May 2013 at the Montgomery 
County Fairgrounds in Conroe, TX.  Don Fluker is head-
ing up the Retreat committee.  From the class list this 
promises to be another successful event.  I must admit 
that the Spring Retreat is my most favorite GCWA event 
of the year.  Two days of talking and turning! 
 
The ballots for the officers and board members will be 
coming out soon.  Please be sure to fill out and return.  
And remember the people on this ballot are committed to 
providing a lot of time and talent towards keeping GCWA 
the great organization that it has become. 
 
Future events include: 
 
Gathering of the Guilds at the Houston Center for Con-
temporary Crafts (HCCC) will be held on Saturday, April 
27, 2013, which for a change is not on the same Saturday 
as our meeting.  We have reserved a spot and will have a 
presence as usual.  HCCC is a very interesting place any-
time, but even more so at the Gathering of the Guilds.  So 
come out and you can watch some our members do some 
demonstrations, or you can do some.  Greg Gonsalves is 
heading this effort. 

The 9th Annual Empty Bowls will be held at the Houston 
Center for Contemporary Crafts (HCCC) on Saturday 18 
May 2013.  It is unfortunate this is scheduled on the same 
weekend as the Spring Retreat.  If anyone would like to 
represent GCWA at this event please let me know. 

 
In September 2013 we will have Jimmy Clews back for a 
demonstration and classes.  I remember the last time he 
was here and I thoroughly enjoyed the program and even 
learned a few things.  It does not get much better than 
that. 
 
Future Presidents challenges include: 
 
April 2013 - Turned Jewelry Show 

 

Look forward to seeing all of you at the April meeting and 

until then happy turning. 

 
Reggie Keith 
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News and Announcements 
 

Marty Kaminsky 
 

Marty was featured in a very nice article “Woodturner 
Transforms Logs into Works of 
Beauty” in The Daily News, Gal-
veston County on February 24, 
2013.  In addition, he got married 
on March 9 to Martha Ashton.  
Congratulations, Marty.  Shame 
on Andy Chen who neglected to 
put the good news in the March newsletter. 
 

Jerry Bennett 
 

Jerry wrote a very nice article on the subject of copying 
among wood turners in “American Woodturner,” the offi-
cial publication of the American Association of Woodturn-
ers (AAW), titled “It’s Mine, Mine, Mine!” (April, 2013 is-
sue, pp. 35-41).  He discusses in-depth the burning issue 
of copying and intellectual infringement among woodturn-
ers.  It is very well written and hits the nail right on the 
head.  I encourage you to read it and if you are not a 
member of AAW you need to join or at least beg, borrow 
or steal the issue so you can read it.  Congratulations on 
a job well done, Jerry. 

Retreat Raffle 
By Shawn Pachlhofer 

 
Hey Ya’ll – The Retreat is just about a month away and 
I’ve been working hard at rounding up some great raffle 
prizes!  I hope you’ve set aside some “mad money” to buy 
some raffle tickets – we’ll have over $3,000 in prizes and 
gift certificates to give away! 
 
Donations are still coming in, but so far here are a few 
items that might pique your interest: 
 
Elbo-Tool by Stan Townsend 
CBN Grinding Wheel from D-Way Tools 
Spindle Gouges from D-Way Tools with custom–turned 
handles 
Gift Cards from Woodcraft, NW Figured Woods and Craft 
Supplies USA 
 
Lots of tools & shop supplies, including: 
Beall Buffing System 
Bangle Bracelet Kits 
Decorating Elf 
Chatter tool 
Thread chasing set 
Center punches 
Turquoise Inlace 
Diamond hone 
LED work light 
 
And what turner doesn’t need more wood? 
I’ve searched high and low to bring you: 
Mountain Mahogany from Nevada 
Ancient Kauri from New Zealand 
And other exotic woods from around the globe! 
 
Just remember – YOU HAVE TO BUY TICKETS TO 
WIN!!! – and buy them early, because there may just be 
an “early-bird” drawing each morning, as well as drawings 
throughout the day on Saturday! 

Tool Swap This Month 
By Bill Berry 

 

If you have any turning tools or turning sundries that 
you want to SELL or TRADE, please bring them to this 
month’s meeting.  Start digging out all those seldom or 
never used items that are collecting dust.  It could be just 
the tool someone else "needs".  There will be an area set 
up to display all of your items.  Please have all tools 
marked with your NAME and a PRICE. 

Gathering of Guilds 
By Don Fluker 

 
Once again GCWA will be participating in the Annual 
Gathering of the Guilds at HCCC.  Greg Gonsalves and 
Don Fluker will be there demonstrating.  We will start set-
ting up at 8:30.  So bring some wood and your tools and 
help us. 
 
Time 

Saturday, April 27, 2013 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
 

Location 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft 
4848 Main Street. Houston, Texas 77002 
 

Join HCCC for the Annual Gathering of the Guilds, featur-

ing all-day craft demonstrations by the following artist 
guilds: 

 Clear Lake Basket Weavers Guild 
 Contemporary Handweavers of Houston 
 Gulf Coast Ship Modelers Society 
 Gulf Coast Woodturners Association 
 Houston Area Blacksmiths Association 
 Houston Area Fiber Artists 
 Houston Bead Society 
 Houston Calligraphy Guild 
 Houston Polymer Clay Guild 
 MOSAICO 
 Texas Association of Original Doll Artists 
 Quilt Guild of Greater Houston 
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Board Feet 
 

By Lane Bradford 
 

I think the AV team finally got most of the issues resolved!  
They also did “set-up” the day before so as to have more 
than only an hour before the Ellsworth’s demonstration 
started to find and resolve these issues that have been 
such a bother in the past.  This came at a perfect time, 
because David Ellsworth was the best demonstrator I 
have ever seen at this club’s meeting or even at SWAT.  
Obviously a lot of those attending felt the same judging 
from the comments I have heard and seen on last 
month’s meeting.  If you haven’t already told a Board 
Member how much you enjoyed Ellsworth, please do so 
now.  The GCWA did lose some money on this event but 
we know what we did wrong and we can easily fix that 
without going up on the cost to our members.  Jimmy 
Clews will be our next national demonstrator and for those 
that missed seeing Jimmy’s demonstrations the last time 
he was here, now is the time to make a correction to your 
bucket list.  Plan ahead, Jimmy will be here after the 
SWAT symposium.  So clear your calendar now. 
 

In this newsletter you are going to find articles on the 
coming GCWA Election of New Board Members.  The 
time is NOW for “nominations from the floor”; no special 
requirements needed, only a desire to serve the GCWA.  
The Houston Woodworker’s Tool Show will have already 
come and gone (April 12, 13, 14) but I know many of you 
enjoyed going and buying some new “toys”. 
 
The Spring Retreat is next month and you will find a class 
schedule in this newsletter along with a registration form.  
Remember, classes are small and fill up rapidly.  So get 
your registration in today or don’t count on getting the 
classes you want.  If you have a mini-lathe and you can 
bring it to the retreat, please let Tom Enloe know so he 
can stop worrying about having enough lathes at this 
years retreat. 
 
Have you got friends that show interest or simply curious 
about your woodturnings?  Maybe you should approach 
them about attending the Spring Retreat as a beginner or 
if that is too intimidating, invite them to come with you to 
one of our meetings.  Some of us drive an hour or more to 
meetings and those trips can go faster with a friend in the 
car to talk with. 

GCWA Retreat 2013 
By Don Fluker 

 

The Annual Gulf Coast Woodturners Retreat is just 
around the corner. For all you new members and those 
who have never been there before, let me tell you a little 
about it.  This retreat is very unique in that, as far as we 
know, there is nothing else like it anywhere.  Even if there 
is, I doubt that any are as large as ours.  Every May we 
gather as many lathes as we can and have hands-on and 
demonstrations classes for a day and a half, most of it 
being hands-on, led by our fellow members.  The cost is 
only $50 and that includes two very good catered lunches.  
The building that we hold all of this in is air-conditioned 
and heated so the weather should not be a factor. 
 
The WHEN is May 17, 18 & 19. We will begin setting up 
on the 17th and classes will be on Saturday 18th and Sun-
day the 19th. 
 
The WHERE is at the Montgomery County Fairgrounds, 
9201 Airport Rd in Exhibit Bldgs 2 and 3. 
 
Everything is in full swing right now preparing for the 2013 
GCWA Retreat.  Registration opens NOW. GCWA mem-
bership is family based but class registration is by individ-
ual.  That means that everyone who registers to take a 
class is expected to pay. However family members that do 
not get involved in any instruction will have to pay only 
$30, which helps defray the cost of food and beverages. 
 
The registration cost is $50 in advance of, May 10th, 7 
days prior to the start of the Retreat.  This will give us time 
get the schedule completed.  After that you can register 
on-site for $60.  Registration is on first come, first to re-

ceive.  So, fill out the Registration Form that is in this 
Newsletter and bring it to the April meeting.  You can now 
find the Class Schedule for the Retreat later in this news-
letter and online. 
 
Shawn Pachlhofer has been working hard to make sure 
that we have another great raffle this year.  I’ll let him tell 
you about it a little later in this newsletter. 
 
It has become a tradition to have a great assortment of 
snacks to enjoy throughout the day so don’t forget to bring 
those great snacks and deserts.  The retreat would not be 
complete without them. 
 
We need about 70+ lathes and a few other pieces of 
equipment to pull this off.  We will be using mini lathes for 
the classes.  So look up Tom Enloe, our librarian, and 
offer what you can.  If you have a larger lathe and would 
like to bring it, then please check with Tom.  We will have 
a place for them. 
 
Be sure to bring your own chuck, live center, drive center 
and drill chuck to use in your classes. If you do not have 
these items, DO NOT let this stop you from attending this 
Retreat.  There will be some available for you to check 
out.  Also don’t forget to bring your safety gear—Face 
shield and dust mask. 
 
Every year after dinner, a lot of us go back to the retreat 
area and hang out.  Some turn and some watch and oth-
ers just sit and talk.  We are going to do something new 
this year.  Fog will be doing a special demo on Flying 
Bowls and possibly a Spatula demo also.  Everyone is 
welcome. 
 
Don’t forget to bring those great snacks and deserts. 



April 2013 - Page 4 

 

 

From the desk of 
the Raffle Queen 

By Linda Bohl 
 
Well, we did not 
have a raffle in 
March because 
we had an all day 
demonstration, 
and it was a great 
one.  I am in 
hopes you saved 
your raffle money 
from March, and 
will double your 
ticket buying.  We 
have some great 
raffle items for 
April, the “WOW” 
being an Iwata 
airbrush that 
comes with paint 
and cleaner.  Also, 
we have some 
nice donations, a gift card from Rockler, as well as Craft 
supply certificates.  A comment about sandpaper! For 
your information, I purchase different brands of sandpaper 
and repackage them because, you have a chance to 
maybe try sandpaper that you might not be willing to try 
otherwise.  I thought I was really hooked on a brand once, 
and after a turner left me some Abranet to try, I found this 

was much better for the type of sanding I do.  So, if you 
are getting all the different brands of something new, you 
get the opportunity to see if you like using something else.  
You have to buy raffle tickets to WIN.  Did I mention that 
the first number called gets their choice of any item on the 
table? 
 
Something else new with the raffle: The Raffle Princess 
Georgene will be selling the tickets at one end of the ta-
ble; the tumbler and the young ladies pulling those tickets 
will be at the other end.  We hope this will help in getting 
the line moving a little better.  Remember if you buy $20 
worth of tickets you get 10 FREE tickets and the more you 
buy the more FREE ones you will receive.  Buy early be-
cause there is NO final call.  When the demo ends we are 
ready to start!  There will be about 30 items. 
 
If you want some wood blanks, we have them.  If you 
want something to keep your chainsaw running at its best, 
we have some.  Need a book to read or a video to sleep 
aid?  The raffle will fix you right up.  You have to buy tick-
ets to get FREE ones and you have to have one to WIN!  
DOUBLE your chances of winning.  Buy $50 worth of tick-
ets and you will get 50 FREE.  Now you have 100 raffle 
tickets for the price of 50! 
 
Thanks for your support, see you at the raffle 

Woodturning Lessons:  Hands-on woodturning lessons 
are now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  
You pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  One-
way 2436 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates- 4 hour 
lesson for GCWA Members $70.00, non members $80.00, 
add a second person for: member $45.00, non-members 
$50.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
SERVICE: Laser Engraving offered at a 25% discount to 
GCWA members.  We have a CO2 laser and offer a wide 

variety of gifts, plaques, awards, etc.  Enhance a wood-
turning project or engrave a name on a pen.  Located at 
Pearland Mail Box Store, 3221 Broadway St, Pearland, 
TX 77581. Phone 281-412-6245. Call or visit the store 
and identify yourself as a GCWA member to receive the 
discount.  The Mail Box Store is a full service mailing facil-
ity.  Any questions, contact me, Pat Lloyd, at 713-494-
8290.  Website www.pearlandmailbox.com 
 
FOR SALE:  Nicaraguan cocobolo (approx 4000 BF).  
SIZES: Thickness ranges from 2/4 to 12/4; widths from 3" 
to 10"; lengths from 36" to 54". There are some shorts 
(24" and less) too.  One side has been planed.  Also,  
many 1.5" and 2" turning squares ranging in lengths from 
18" to 36", most are around 24".  The boards are $12/BF 
(regardless of thickness).  The turning squares are: 1.5" 
$3/LF, 2" $4/LF.  Contact Jim Thibaut (Beaumont) at 409-
932-5179, on weekends only. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 
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David Ellsworth Hollow Form 
Hands-on Class 

By Peter Miao 
 

I attended this class for Intermediate and advanced turn-
ers on March 15 at George Kabacinski’s workshop in 

Cypress.  There are 6 GCWA members in this class, Pete 
Copeland, George Kabacinski, Mike Mastrangelo, 
Steve LeGrue, and Jay Ebner besides myself.  Ed Peine 
and his brother Buzz were the hosts for David Ellsworth 
and worked as helper during the class.  Most of us 
worked on a Delta or Rikon lathe with 12” capacity. I 
chose a Jet mini. 
 

Long before this class, I had watched his “Ellsworth Sig-
nature Gouge with Sharpening Jig” and “Hollow Turning” 
DVDs.  I practiced the cuts on bowls, but without talking a 
class, I never knew if I was doing it correctly.  I watched 
the process he often uses to create hollow forms, but 
have never followed on my own. 
 
In the morning, David demonstrated the process of creat-
ing hollow forms from a round log, explaining the chucking 
techniques at different stages, showing the cuts with Ells-
worth gouges for the outside of the hollow form, and dis-
cussing the tool sequence for hollowing out the inside.  
He also demonstrated the sharpening of Ellsworth gouge 
and his hollowing tools. 
 
After his demo, students started to work on creating a hol-
low form using his process.  At the end of the day, every-
one made a hollow form. 
 
So, what did I learn from this class?  The class offered me 
an opportunity to observe his process closely and to prac-
tice it with feedback. 
 
Simplicity and Versatility 
 

If you attended his demo at Sosa Community Center, you 
saw that he walked to the stage carrying all his tools in a 

4 feet long box made from 4” diameter PVC pipe. There 
are 5 tools in it, three hollowing tools (one straight and 2 
bent), Ellsworth gouge for the bowls and the outside of 
hollow forms, and spindle gouge for finishing the bottom. 
 
Let us talk about the Ellsworth gouge first. If you are new 
to turning and read about the Ellsworth grind on the Inter-
net, you may have the feeling that this is a mystery grind, 
and it is not easy to get the correct geometry.  The truth is 
that if you get three things right, you pretty much have the 
grind.  The three things are the shape of the flute, the 
edge profile looking from the side of the blade, and the 
bevel angle at the tip.  The shape of the flute should be 
parabolic, and he approves the bowl gouges from Hamlet, 
Crown, and Henry Taylor.  The profile of the cutting edge 
is curved so that one can do scraping cuts safely.  The 60 
degree bevel angle at the tip gives the proper geometry 
for the interior finishing cut and the support at the edge for 
roughing cut.  You can get the grind using his sharpening 
jig or many other jigs, as long as you get the three things 
right.  Different jigs may produce slightly different bevel 
angle on the wings.  As long as the bevel angle on the 
wing is not too small, you are good to go.  It is the cuts 
with the Ellsworth gouge that gives this tool the un-
matched versatility, but it does not mean it is the most 
efficient tool at everything it can do.  We should practice 
the individual cuts and incorporate the cuts into our turn-
ing skill set. 
 
Next are his hollowing tools.  The hollowing tools he 
brought with him are all over 20 years old.  They have 
long handles and 3/16” or 1/4” square HSS tool bit.  From 
what I heard in the class, the only thing he is picky about 
is the cobalt content in the tool bit.  The real secrets are 
the markings on his tool handle. From the markings, he 
can tell the angle of the tool bit relative to horizontal.  In 
other words, he knows if a cut is likely safe from the posi-
tion of the markings relative to the tool rest. 
 
His chucking techniques are also simple, but versatile.  
He uses a 4-prong spur drive center and a cup live center 
during the roughing step for bowls and hollow forms.  This 
gives him the option of re-positioning the blank during the 
roughing step.  The typical reason for re-positioning the 
blank can be to get a balanced color pattern, or to move 
the pith to a desirable orientation, or to include or exclude 
a feature in the blank.  He uses face plate or a chuck to 
hold the blank for the final shaping of the outside and the 
inside.  In the final step, he uses a shop-made jam chuck 
to finish the bottom. 
 
For measuring the wall thickness, he uses a simple and 
effective device all around the hollow form, a circular 
shaped wire ring made from 3/16” diameter and 29” long 
plated steel rod.  He maintains a known distance between 
the two ends.  In use, one end always touches the inside 
of the form.  If the distance between the ends is larger 
than the wall thickness, there will be a visual gap between 
the other end and the outside of the wall.  This gap de-

Continued on page 6 
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ducted from the known distance between the ends gives 
the wall thickness. 
 
The process 
 

David mainly works with fresh log or spalted wood.  He 
emphasizes the understanding of the materials, i.e., the 
grain and the drying of the wood.  He combines the 
chucking techniques and the cuts from tools based on the 
understanding of the materials to achieve the desirable 
results.  Design and changing of design are important 
parts of his work process.  Instead of designing the form, 
he likes to call it developing the form in stages.  Through 
the stages, he observes the material closely, making 
changes to the form or the cutting techniques whenever 
necessary. 

His hollow forms often include the pith in a horizontal ori-
entation, because he can get more interesting shapes 
after the drying process.  He often starts with a cylindrical 
log between centers in spindle orientation. The first stage 
is to rough out the barks and shape it close to sphere with 
two ends sticking out.  After this stage, the log is mounted 
between centers in face plate orientations.  The second 
stage is to form a bottom for chuck or face plate.  At the 
completion of this stage, the log is mounted on the head 
stock, and is ready for shaping.  The third stage is to 
shape the outside and finally hollow out the inside to an 
even wall thickness.  He does not use laser-guided 
torque-arresting hollowing tools.  Instead, he uses all his 
senses to feel and control the cutting actions.  The se-
quence of cutting, cleaning and measuring is repeated 
from the opening to the bottom.  At the end of this stage, 
the depth of the interior is accurately transferred to the 
outside of the hollow form, and the bottom of the outside 
is marked accordingly.  Now the opening end of hollow 
form is mounted on a jam chuck and the bottom is sup-
ported by the live center.  The final stage is to shape the 
bottom portion of outside of the hollow form and blend 
with the upper portion of it. 
 

David also discussed his techniques for reducing the 
strain on the body during turning while achieving better 
results through proper body stance and movement, and 
proper ways to hold the tools. 
 

It was really a short day for the amount of learning one 
can absorb.  I really treasure the opportunity to study with 
him.  David is a very personable instructor, and everyone 
had a good time. 
 

I thank George, Ed and Buzz for their contributions to 
making the class possible. 

Continued from page 5 

Empty Bowls 
By Don Fluker 

 
Time 

Saturday, May 18, 2013 from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 

Location 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft 
4848 Main Street. Houston, Texas 77002 

 
Empty Bowls is a grassroots effort by artists and crafts-
people in cities and towns across the country to feed the 
hungry in their communities. Empty Bowls Houston is pre-
sented by Whole Foods Market and implemented locally 
by Houston-area ceramists and artists working in various 
media, Houston Center for Contemporary Craft and Hous-
ton Food Bank. 
 
For a minimum $25 donation, attendees have the pleas-
ure of selecting a bowl from hundreds of one-of-a-kind, 
hand-crafted bowls donated by Houston-area ceramists 
and craft artists, then receive a simple lunch of soup do-
nated by Whole Foods Market and freshly prepared by 
Houston Food Bank Community Kitchen. The empty 

bowls serve as a reminder of all the empty bowls in our 
community and around the world. 
 
Pottery and woodturning demonstrations and live music 
will be featured. 

HCCC needs some one to represent our club by dem-
onstrating for them at the 9th Annual Empty Bowls, 
May 18 at HCCC.  If you are not going to the retreat 
and would like to do this please contact me or Marcia 
at merickson@consokidated.net for more details. 
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David Ellsworth Bowl Hands-on 
Class for Beginners 

By Joe Burton 
 
The class with David Ellsworth held on Sunday 17 March 
was a great success.  The six lucky individuals who were 
able to participate all left with a natural edged bowl prac-
tice piece, practical hands on experience and tutelage 
under a master teacher, and no one got hurt.  A signifi-
cant part of the credit for that successful learning experi-
ence needs to go to George Kabacinski.  As a gracious 

and responsible host he provided an environment that 
was conducive to learning.  His well thought out brief in-
troduction to safety, informal demeanor, and welcome 
really set the tone.  The lighting, acoustics and comfort-
able environment of his shop was great.  He circulated 
through the group in a thoughtful but unobtrusive manner 
to ensure that lighting, power requirements for the lathes, 
and safe operation of the chucks particularly for some 
less familiar with the equipment were attended to.  Thank 
you, George. 
 
For any that attended the demo with David Ellsworth Sat-
urday, this is a bit redundant but David Ellsworth comes 
across as a genuine caring individual who was highly ca-
pable not only with the technical aspects of his craft/art 
but was truly a master teacher.  In Korea they call such 
people “National Treasures” and give them a pension for 
life to share that learning with others.  If there were such 
recognition in America, my vote goes to David. 
 
At the highest level the approach or process for turning a 
natural bowl that David described was as follows: 
 
 1. Prepare a block by cutting section of log to appropriate 

length and split the section of log along the length of 
the log through the pith. 

 
 2. Mount the block on the lathe between centers with the 

bark, which will ultimately become the natural edge, 
toward the head stock. 

 
 3. Rough out the outside curve of the bowl with roughing 

cuts from base to head stock but do not cut all the 
way to the wings which would be facing the headstock 
and drive center.  The wings are then cut from the 

natural edge side facing the headstock from the rim to 
foot with a slicing cut. 

 
 4. The outside curve of the bowl is refined with the slicing 

cut. 
 
 5. Shear-Scrape the outside curve. 
 
 6. Prepare the base by flattening the area that will be-

come the end of the tenon to be held in the chuck but 
will hold the live center drive in the tail stock initially.  
Turn the tenon and size it for mounting in the chuck, 
making sure the depth of the tenon is less than the 
length of the jaws on the chuck. 

 
 7. Make a base cut which is like a slightly larger tenon 

above the tenon which is held in the chuck jaws. 
 
 8. Remove from between centers and mount in the four 

jaw chuck by the tenon. 
 
 9. Make sure the piece is well seated in chuck and shear 

scrape or shape the outside surface again if required 
after placing in the chuck. 

 
 10. Rough out the interior using an interior roughing cut. 
 
 11. Use the interior finishing cut to finish the inside of the 

bowl being cautious not to cut deeper than the 
planned depth of the bowl. 

 
 12. Remove the bowl from the chuck and place the inte-

rior of the bowl in a jam chuck on the head stock and 
support with the tailstock live center hopefully aligned 
with the previous point from the live center which held 
the piece initially for final shaping of the outside curve 
before it was placed in the four jaw chuck. 

 
 13. Start to shape the foot and finish the lower outside 

curve of the bowl by removing the base cut  made in 
step seven above. 

 
 14. Flatten the outside rim of the foot and cut a concave in 

the bottom surface of the foot if desired before remov-
ing the nib held by the tailstock live center. 

 
Key points were too numerous to recount here due to 
space constraints but some that seem particularly rele-
vant were the importance of wear of a face shield for pro-
tection.  David actually practiced that as he demonstrated 
cuts during the class.  Adjustment of the lathe speeds dur-
ing the early roughing of the bowl blank, and continuing 
advancement of the tailstock to keep firm pressure be-
tween centers to securely hold the piece were also 
stressed.  It was emphasized that the tenon prepared at 
the base of the bowl was flat and not too long to prevent 
proper seating of the flat part of the base cut against the 
top of the chuck jaws.  Dave mentioned and demon-
strated what he called a base cut.  He describes it “as the 

Continued on page 8 
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most important cut in the developing of bowl and vessel 
design”.  With that comment, I knew I needed to pay at-
tention.  This base cut to me looks like a somewhat larger 
tenon than the one held in the jaws of the chuck and just 
above the jaws.  This base cut was valuable in the subse-

quent final shaping of the outside curve and intersection 
with the ultimate foot of the bowl.  David states that 
“When you use a base cut the continuation of the outside 
line of form—its silhouette—continues above and past the 
secondary step. There are now an infinite number of 
choices in the shape, size and diameter of the foot or 
base of an object being turned.” (Ellsworth on Woodturn-
ing, Fox Chapel Publishing, 2008, p. 120) 

A major part of the demonstration and practice which I 
found particularly helpful was the detail in which David 
described and executed the major cuts with the bowl 
gouge.  The emphasis on the importance of a parabolic 
curve to the flute seemed very useful.  The detail with 
which he described five particular types of cuts and the 
way he contrasted the differences was amazing.  Those 
cuts were the initial roughing cut for the outside shaping 
of the bowl, the slicing cut used to shape the outside 
curve, the shear-scraping cut, the interior roughing cut, 
and the interior finishing cut. 
 
In addition to his work with development of the Ellsworth 
Signature Grind for the bowl gouge and the grinding jig 
David also developed hollowing tools which he described 
in the class.  If you want to learn more I would recom-
mend the book Ellsworth on Woodturning published in 
2008 by Fox Chapel Publishing company.  It describes in 
detail and has excellent drawings of the various cuts and 
is filled with pictures of those cuts.  It also describes turn-
ing of hollow forms and body position while turning in de-
tail which I find very interesting from an ergonomic and 
health standpoint.  I believe it to be one of those books 
that can be read over and over by not only beginners but 
those at all levels with a new appreciation of technique 
and the heart of a master with each reading. 

Continued from p. 7 

Lost and Found 
By George Kabacinski 

 
Those who were able to enjoy David Ellsworth's instruc-
tion at my shop sure got excited.  There were a number of 
things left behind in the classes.  Most of the stuff has 
already been returned to the owners.  But there are a cou-
ple items still up for grabs.  There is a pair of Craftsmen 
shop gloves.  They're black and very well worn, so much 
so the fingers are all gone!  There's also a nice steel look 
travel mug.  If no one claims it soon it may get put into my 

personal col-
lection as it 
looks like a 
fairly nice one 
to have.  If 
any of this is 
yours please 
claim it at the 
library station 
at the April 
meeting. 

Open Shop Night Continues 
By George Kabacinski 

 
While it doesn't make it into every issue of the newsletter 
(because sometimes the newsletter is published after) the 
GCWA Open Shop Nights are still going strong.  For 
those who are not familiar, we have three hosted loca-
tions for the monthly Open Shop Nights.  One is George's 
shop up in Cypress, another at Marty's down in San 
Leon, and the third up in Montgomery is hosted by Lane.  
Each location has its own character and format, but all 
three provide a great place to meet up with other club 
members and guests to chat, turn, talk turning, or just 
hang-out with some all around great people. 
 
Open Shop Night is always the Second Tuesday of every 
month.  Things get underway around 6:30 (that's PM for 

you early birds) and 
goes until ... when-
ever. 
 
You can find more 
details on the loca-
tions and contact infor-
mation on our web 
site.  Or look up Marty 
Kaminsky, Bill Berry, 
Lane Bradford, or 
George Kabacinski at 
the next meeting. 
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National Turners in Houston 
By George Kabacinski 

 
The GCWA National Turner Committee has been hard at 
work this year and it’s only April.  Hopefully you were able 
to enjoy the David Ellsworth Demo Day and/or one of the 
five days of hands-on classes.  A good number of you 
chipped in time and effort to make David’s visit a success 
for as many members as possible. One-hundred and 
twenty attended Ellsworth’s Saturday demo and 30 took 
his hands-
on classes. 
 
Next up is 
Jimmy 
Clewes in 
Septem-
ber, 2013.  
Doug 
Grissom is 
the lead for 
Jimmy and 
will be his host while he’s here in 
Houston.  Jimmy is a great turner, 
teacher and a wonderful enter-
tainer.  His presentations and 
classes are enjoyable and fun.  
Those who are fortunate to spend 
time with Jimmy in a class always 
have great things to say of the 
experience. 
 
So, then what?  We’ve reached out to Alan Lacer who has 
indicated that we may be able to put something together 
for late 2013 or early 2014.  Many of the big name turners 
are booked a year or more in advance.  So the team has 
to stay active and looking a ways into the future.  Other 
turners are also being contacted.  Some based on input 
from the committee and some based on stated interest 
from the membership. 
 
And how are these national turners selected?  Well, there 
are a number of factors.  One is certainly the interest of 

the membership.  Others are how 
broad an audience is perceived to 
be in the club membership.  Bring-
ing in a national turner is quite ex-
pensive and we need to reach as 
many club members as possible to 
make it worthwhile.  That means 
being able to support classes for a 
variety of skill levels and interests.  
At the same time that doesn’t mean 
specialty turners won’t be seen in 
Houston, just that it won’t happen 
as frequently as turners who can address a wide spec-
trum of our membership. 
 
The committee is always interested in hearing from you.  
Who do you want to see and how can we improve the 
Demo Day and Classes.  On the topic of improvements 
did you notice some differences with the David Ellsworth 
Demo Day?  Did you like the changes?  First off, the date 
was the normal meeting date.  That allowed folks to at-
tend who already have that day blocked off well in ad-
vance to avoid conflicts with things like work, cutting the 
lawn, and all those other pesky things we need to get 
done to have time for turning.  To make the most of the 
time the club also provided lunch.  There was a donation 
basket for those who cared to support the lunch, and a 
few did.  Also, the entire Demo Day was free.  The com-
mittee needs your input.  Did you like the Demo Day on 
the normal club meeting day?  Do you have other sugges-
tions?  Let one of the committee members know what you 
think. 
 
So, who are the committee members anyway?  The group 
is chaired by Ed Peine with participation by Bill Berry, 
Bill Lewis, Doug Grissom and George Kabacinski.  Or, 
you can always contact any of the GCWA board members 
or officers with your comments.  Speaking of board mem-
bers, did you know they meet every month to keep things 
on track for the club?  The meeting is open to all club 
members.  So feel free to stop in and participate. 

GCWA Retreat Cancelled!!! 
By George Kabacinski 

 
OK, now that I have your attention.... NO, the Retreat is 
NOT cancelled, but here's an important note about it. 
 
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE 
mark all your 'stuff' -- tools, 
supplies, lathes, lathe acces-
sories, snack containers, 
extension cords, lights, 
spouses, everything that you 
bring to the Retreat.  Each 
year there are always a few 
things that get laid down 

somewhere, misplaced, loaned out to 'who was that?' etc.  
There was one year I spent almost to the next Retreat 
trying to find the owner of an unmarked live center. 
 
We all want to leave with all the things we brought with us 
and the best way to ensure that happens is to have all 
your stuff marked.  That way if something does get misdi-
rected it can easily and directly get back to its owner. 
 
Also, if you have a task light please bring it with you and 
use it in your classes.  The buildings we have for the Re-
treat are great, but the lighting is not always the best for 
turning, especially when doing something delicate.  So it's 
always good to have a little extra light to turn by. 



4/10/2013

Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Demo Demo   
A B C D E F G H I 1 2

8:30
Louis Boudry Greg Gonsalves Janice Levi Wayne  George Tom Enloe Peter Miao Scott Njaa Tom Irven, Dennis Ford

Stanfield Kabacinski Paul Milo

9:00 to 
12:00

Bottle 
Stoppers

Off center 
goblets

Finials
Simple 
scoops

Golf Ball 
Ornament

Hand 
chasing

Femisphere
Decorative 
Bowls

Beginner 
Trac

$15.00 $10.00 $4.00
ALL intermediate intermediate intermediate intermediate intermediate beginner intermediate beginner ALL

12:00
Kai Muenzer Reggie Keith Lane Bradford Kendall Deninis Ford Dave  Shawn Andy Chen Tom Irven, Paula Haymond Ed Peine

Westbrook Mueller  Pachlhoffer Paul Milo

1:30 to 
4:30

Boxes with 
Titled Inlets

Tool handles Tops 
Air brushing a 
bud vase

Natural Edge 
Bowls

 CA Finishes 
DIY stabiliizing 

at home
Boxes

Beginner 
Trac 

Continued

$10.00 $5.00 $5.00
intermediate beginner beginner intermediate intermediate ALL ALL intermediate beginner ALL ALL

Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Demo Demo
A B C D E F G H I 1 2

Delbert Pond Troy McLauglin Dave Barziza Fog Tanner Ed Peine John Gay Dave  Randy  Tommy Joe Tom Irven Derek Powers
Greenawalt Abramson

9:00 to 
12:00

 Small platers    Jewelry 
Three leged 
Tea Candle 
Holder

Banksia Pods
 Beal style 
buffing 

 Decorative 
banding for 
projects 

Scoops  Euro pens   Bowls 

$7.00 $20.00 $4.00
intermediate beginner advanced intermediate ALL ALL intermediate beginner beginner ALL ALL

12:00
1:00
3:00
3:30

Load UP and Cleanup
Raffel

GO HOME

GCWA Retreat 2013

Event Start, Announcments

End grain 
hollowing, off 
center turning, 
finishing and 

buffing

Local trees and 
wood 

identification.  
Also discuss 

some properties 
of the woods.

Creating depth 
through carving, 
texturing and 

surface 
enhancement

How to mak a full 
size Hat

Perfecting the 
curveof the 

outside of bowls 
and vessels

Saturday Session

Sunday Session

LUNCH

NEW ….  After dinner ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐Time TBD.   Fog Tanner will demo flying bowls and possibly a spatula Demo also.

LUNCH



April 2013 - Page 11 

 

 

Snapshots from the March Meeting 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

 

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except for January, May and October, all the 2013 
general meetings will be held at the Sosa Commu-
nity Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of 
Westview Dr and Wirt Rd 

 

April 20, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon, Lidded Box by Andy Chen 

 

May 6, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

May 17 - 19, 2013 ~ GCWA Spring Retreat 
Location: Montgomery County Fairgrounds 
 

June 3, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 15, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 28 - 30, 2013 ~American Association of Wood-
turners annual symposium, Tampa, FL 

 

July 8, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 20, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 5, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 17, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 23 - 25, 2013 ~ SWAT Annual Symposium, 
Waco Convention Center 

 

September 9, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

September 21, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

October 7, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

October 19, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

November 4, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

November 16, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

April Meeting 

April Meeting Program 

Demonstrations by Andy Chen 
Lidded Box 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Reggie Keith - President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.co 

 

Don Fluker - Vice President/ 
Judging 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 
 

Ed Peine - Secretary 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 
 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney –Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Tommy Joe - Board Member 
(713) 743-2370 (O) 
(713) 723-2587 (H) 
tjoecaver@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 

Ben Gray - Board Member 
(281) 859-3132 
BenG@rigidbuilding.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Di-
rector 
(281) 358-8529 

 

John Van Domelen - Website Tech-
nical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Sosa Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supply: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: gcwa@swbell.net 
GCWA Websites: 

www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Tom Enloe 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2013 GCWA 
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