
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Last month we had Andy Chen doing a demonstration on 
simple lidded boxes.  Although national demonstrators are 
great, it is nice to get back to watching our members turn, 
especially since we have such a wealth of talent and ex-
perience.  One change that will be happening is that Bill 
Berry will be taking over the scheduling of the monthly 
demonstrations from Tom Enloe.  Tom has been doing 
this job for a long time, in addition to the library and our 
local SWAT liaison.  This brings up the point that our or-
ganization is run by volunteers.  So if you would like step 
up and help be assured that every one of these volun-
teers is more than happy to share the work and credit 
(and of course the pay). 
 
Speaking of volunteering, Greg Gonsalves and Don 
Fluker represented GCWA at the Gathering of the 
Guilds at the Houston Center for Contemporary Craft 
(HCCC) was held on Saturday, April 27, 2013, which for a 
change is not on the same Saturday as our meeting.  We 
have supported this event year in year out and Greg and 
Don are usually the ones representing GCWA and they 
do a great job which speaks well for GCWA.  HCCC is a 
very interesting place anytime, but even more so at the 
Gathering of the Guilds.  If you missed it this year try to 
come out next year and you can watch some our mem-
bers do some demonstrations, or you can do some as 
well. 
 
The 2013 Spring Retreat is one week away.  This is 
scheduled for 18 & 19 May 2013 at the Montgomery 
County Fairgrounds in Conroe, TX.  Don Fluker is head-
ing up the Retreat committee.  Many of the classes are 
full but there is still some left.  Be sure and contact Ed 
Peine for more information.  I always look forward to this 
event as a great opportunity to not only learn, but to put 
this to immediate use.  And for me it is a great social 
event as I can meet more of the members as well as visit 
with old friends.  However I am aware the Spring Retreat 
is not for everyone.  So if you cannot make it we will miss 
you, but you can rest assured we will be having a great 
time. 
 
Future events include: 
 
The 9th Annual Empty Bowls will be held at the Houston 
Center for Contemporary Crafts (HCCC) on Saturday 18 
May 2013.  It is unfortunate this is scheduled on the same 
weekend as the Spring Retreat.  We have several volun-

teers that will participate in this event. 
 
In September 2013 we will have Jimmy Clews back for a 
demonstration and classes.  I remember the last time he 
was here and I thoroughly enjoyed the program and even 
learned a few things.  It does not get much better than 
that. 
 
I have been informed that the ballots for the officers and 
board members have been coming in.  I do not know the 
results to date, but I have been informed that all of the 
votes for the past president have been for me.  The re-
sults will be announced at the Spring Retreat.  As such 
this will be my last President’s column.  I want to thank 
Andy Chen for putting up with me.  Also the support that 
have been given to me from the membership, the board 
and the officers have been a tremendous help.  Thanks to 
you all. 
 
Look forward to see all of you at the Spring Retreat and 
until then happy turning. 

 
Reggie Keith 
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Board Feet 
 

By Lane Bradford 
 

There is a lot of information that the Board needs to get 
out to its membership this month and that is going to 
make this perhaps long and boring, but it is necessary. 
 
The Retreat is coming!  It will be here before you know it!  
Hopefully you are already ready from previous years but if 
not, here are some things you need to remember: 
 

Put your name on EVERYTHING, no matter how small it 
is.  If not your name, at the very least a prominent 
identifying mark or markings. Else you or someone 
else will not know that it isn’t theirs. 

Clean and sharpen all your tools.  You don’t want to 
waste time sharpening them at the retreat. 

If you have a mini-lathe, bring it.  See A) above. If you 
don’t have a portable stand for your mini, now 
would be a great time to look into getting or making 
one.  We have those 8’ dining tables at the Retreat 
but they make lousy lathe stand because they vi-
brate too much! 

If you are using someone else’s equipment PLEASE 
make certain you either return it to them or that 
you return it to where you originally got it. 

Setup on Friday afternoon/night.  If you can help with 
setup, THANK YOU!!  The most important thing to 
remember about setting up your own mini lathe is, 
if possible, set it up where your Sunday class is 
going to be, so you can start taking it down and 
packing it away as soon as your Sunday class is 
over.  That may not work for everyone but it’s a 
good general rule to follow for those that can. 

NOBODY sits down Sunday while the rest of us are 
loading up and cleaning up after the Retreat.  We 
are all tired and want to get to the Raffle, but that 
has to wait till everything else is put away and the 
bathrooms are cleaned.  Everyone is expected to 
assist in this load up operation before the Raffle. 

Bring some extra snacks for all to enjoy.  Cookies, 
cakes, pies, etc.  We will have plenty of water, cof-
fee and cold drinks but an extra afternoon snack is 
always great. 

 
The current Board has held its last meeting and will be 

replaced by the newly elected Board announced at the 
Retreat.  It’s not too late to vote if you have not already. 
 
The GCWA is growing. You will notice several new faces 
among our membership at the Retreat.  We had nine (9) 
new members come to the April meeting that joined 
GCWA at the Woodworkers Tool Show in Pasadena.  The 
Board wishes to extend a special Thank You to Greg and 
all those who helped him at our booth during this show. 
 
Did you enjoy David Ellsworth when he was here in 
March?  Well we have some more internationally known 
turners committed to show us their techniques.  Jimmy 
Clews will be the guest of the GCWA in September.  
Jimmy has been here before and we know from experi-
ence his classes will fill up rapidly.  Then in March of 
2014, Alan Lacer will be our guest.  You can checkout his 
website (http://woodturninglearn.net/) for more information 
on the man, his turnings, his articles and his tools.  If you 
have a favorite wood turner, nationally known or not, that 
you think would be a great guest for us to have, please 
tell someone on the Board so we can check on getting 
them here. 
 
Our Local turning classes continue to be a huge success.  
The Tool Making class was well attended and everyone 
learned about making hook tools from George and Greg.  
Paula and Tom Enloe are working their class content 
next.  Again, these are small, hands-on classes for very 
little expense but you need to sign up as soon as they are 
announced so that you can get in.  If you have an idea 
about a local class let George know. 
 
The Houston Food Bank and the HCCC are having their 
annual Empty Bowls event the same weekend as our 
Spring Retreat.  If you have bowls (actually anything 
round and wooden) that you want to donate to raise 
money for the Houston Food Bank please contact Bill 
Lewis (wwl@wwl-associates.com, 281-392-0607) or Larry 
Zara (larryzarra@sbcglobal.net, 281-528-9183). 
 
Finally, mark your calendar for this year’s SWAT.  Again it 
will be in Waco, August 23 - 25.  More information is avail-
able on the SWAT website (swaturners.org). 
 
See you at the Retreat, and oh yea, BUY RAFFLE TICK-
ETS! 

Tool Swap This Month 
By Bill Berry 

 

If you have any turning tools or turning sundries that 
you want to SELL or TRADE, please bring them to this 
month’s meeting.  Start digging out all those seldom or 
never used items that are collecting dust.  It could be just 
the tool someone else "needs".  There will be an area set 
up to display all of your items.  Please have all tools 
marked with your NAME and a PRICE. 
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From the Desk of 
the Raffle Queen 

By Linda Bohl 
 
We had a great time at the April Raffle 
and hope that you did as well.   We did 
sell a number of those buy $50 worth of 
tickets get 50 free =100 tickets.  I think we 
will try that again.  I will explain WHY we 
have different colored tickets.  I inherited a 
number of partial rolls of tickets when I 
took on the raffle.  I see no reason to 
throw away all these partial rolls of tickets!  And I am able 
to count out 100 tickets from these and have them ready 
to go for those that buy them, instead of you having to 
wait in line while they are counted out.  We did have a few 
questions on this as well as me being told that “it breaks 
all raffle rules”. 

Chuck Johnson was the winner of the Air Brush! 
 
Diane Antoine has joined us in helping with the raffle.  
Thanks Diane!  Georgene is really counting out those tick-
ets as fast as she can, and we appreciate your patience.  
Abby and Anna have a great time pulling those tickets 
and keeping them all stirred up. 
 
SHAWN will be doing the retreat raffle and I have heard 
he has many great things! You have to buy tickets to WIN!  
 
The June raffle is being put together and it has some 
great things that some of you will be proud to win. 
 
If you have been a winner of a “kit” or a piece   of wood, 
please bring it to “Show and Tell” so that we may see your 
results. 
 
Thanks for your raffle support. 

Woodturning Lessons:  Hands-on woodturning lessons 
are now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  
You pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  One-
way 2436 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates- 4 hour 
lesson for GCWA Members $70.00, non members $80.00, 
add a second person for: member $45.00, non-members 
$50.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
SERVICE: Laser Engraving offered at a 25% discount to 
GCWA members.  We have a CO2 laser and offer a wide 

variety of gifts, plaques, awards, etc.  Enhance a wood-
turning project or engrave a name on a pen.  Located at 
Pearland Mail Box Store, 3221 Broadway St, Pearland, 
TX 77581. Phone 281-412-6245. Call or visit the store 
and identify yourself as a GCWA member to receive the 
discount.  The Mail Box Store is a full service mailing facil-
ity.  Any questions, contact me, Pat Lloyd, at 713-494-
8290.  Website www.pearlandmailbox.com 
 
FOR SALE:  Nicaraguan cocobolo (approx 4000 BF).  
SIZES: Thickness ranges from 2/4 to 12/4; widths from 3" 
to 10"; lengths from 36" to 54". There are some shorts 
(24" and less) too.  One side has been planed.  Also,  
many 1.5" and 2" turning squares ranging in lengths from 
18" to 36", most are around 24".  The boards are $12/BF 
(regardless of thickness).  The turning squares are: 1.5" 
$3/LF, 2" $4/LF.  Contact Jim Thibaut (Beaumont) at 409-
932-5179, on weekends only. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

Empty Bowls 
By Bill Lewis 

Location 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft 
4848 Main Street. Houston, Texas 77002 

 
The Empty Bowls event is Saturday May 18th.  Although 
occurring during the retreat, several of us will represent 
the club with demonstrations at the event.  Right now I 
have only one bowl to turn in from a member.  This is 
clearly embarrassing, as our club has supported this 

event in the past.  The benefit 
is to the Houston Food Bank. 
 
WE NEED MORE BOWLS! 
 
We have 200 members, one 
bowl per member will be a 
pretty darn good contribution. 
 
You can contact me (wwl@wwl-associates.com, 281-392-
0607) or one of the board members to donate bowls.  
PLEASE help. 
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ARCHWAY GALLERY AUCTION & EVENT TO BENEFIT EMPTY 
BOWLS HOUSTON – MAY 4-18 

 
Archway Gallery is hosting a special exhibition and silent auction May 4 – 18 featuring artwork by more than 20 Arch-
way Gallery member artists in support of Empty Bowls Houston.  The effort kicks off May 4 from 5-8 pm during the gal-
lery’s monthly opening reception featuring the work of Margaret Scott Bock in the front half of the gallery and the work 
of all other members in the remainder of the gallery, including the special artworks created for the Empty Bowls silent 
auction. The more than 22 special Empty Bowls artworks will be marked by a special bid sheet.  

 
Bids will be taken in person or over the phone from May 4-18. Since phone bids will be accepted by calling the gallery 
at 713.522-2409, all silent auction pieces will be featured on www.archwaygallery.com for those who wish to review re-
motely.  For those who wish to purchase a silent auction piece by by-passing the silent auction, a “Buy It Now” price will 
be affixed to each artwork. Bidding will continue until Saturday, May 18 during a special Empty Bowls reception at Arch-
way Gallery from 3:30-6 pm; bidding will close May 18 at 5:30 pm.  Archway Gallery, 2305 Dunlavy.   
 

 
 

About Archway Gallery – Artist –owned and –operated since 1976  
Archway Gallery, one of Houston’s and the nation’s oldest artist owned and operated galleries, is located at 2305 Dunlavy and is open Monday – 
Saturday from 10 am – 6 pm and Sunday from 1 – 5 pm.  Since 1976, Archway Gallery has been exhibiting the work of the area’s finest artists, pro-
viding a great selection of affordable, high quality art including sculpture, pottery and painting in a variety of media and styles. Artists are 

Paula J. Haymond  "Relic Bowl"   Turned, Carved, 
Pyrography:  Kentucky Coffee Tree: 6” x 12” dia. 

Thomas Irven "Not For Human Consump-
tion"  Cherry, Maple, Corian, Dye, 3.25”dia. x 4”  

Last Call 
By Walter Mooney 

 

This is the final reminder -- GCWA membership dues must be paid by the end of May.  For only $25 you can stay on 
the active rolls.  If you miss the deadline you will miss the benefits of membership, including receiving monthly newslet-
ter by e-mail automatically. 
 
For your convenience, you may bring your dues to the retreat.  If you miss the retreat you can mail you check, payable 
to GCWA, to GCWA, P.O. Box 800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  If you have questions, call Walter at (713) 248-
6431. 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL APRIL SHOW & TELL 

Judges: Reggie Keith and Walter Mooney 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Gary Rock 
 

 

White 
oak plat-
ter 

3rd Place – Gene Volentine 
 

Spalted 
pecan 
hollow 
form bowl 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Derek Powers 
 

 

Cherry Box 

2nd Place – Linda Bohl 
 

Boise d’arc bowl 

Intermediate Category 

2nd Place – Gary Rock 
 
 

Sycamore/
cherry vessel 

2nd Place – Stephen Sear 
 

Hack-
berry 
bowl 

Enhanced Category 

 

1st Place – Bill Berry 
 

Airbrushed 
cedar on 
pedestal 

1st Place – Bob Tabor 

 
Bradford 
pear bowl 

 

 

 

 

1st Place – Lissa Douglas 
 
 

Acrylic pen 

Kit Category 
2nd Place – Glenn Ashley 

 
Walnut 
tap han-
dle 

Best of Show 
Paula Haymond 

 
Carved 
magno-
lia ves-
sel 

3rd Place – John Gay 
 

 

Pine stand 

Beginner Category 
1st Place – John Slovan 

 
Syca-
more 
bowl 

 

President’s Challenge  
1st Place – Bob Tabor 

 
 
Spalted maple 
platter 

2nd Place – Dennis Ford 
 
 

Sweetgum 
platter 

3rd Place – Peter Copeland 
 
 

Ash ped-
estal plat-
ter 

3rd Place – Stephen Sear 
 
 
Bowl 

3rd Place – Delbert Pond 
 

Segmented 
bottle stopper 

2nd Place – Gary Rock 
 

Elm bowl of 
“acorns” 
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Snapshots from the April Meeting 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

 

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except for January, May and October, all the 2013 
general meetings will be held at the Sosa Commu-
nity Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of 
Westview Dr and Wirt Rd 

 

May 18 - 19, 2013 ~ GCWA Spring Retreat 
Location: Montgomery County Fairgrounds 
 

June 3, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 15, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 28 - 30, 2013 ~American Association of Wood-
turners annual symposium, Tampa, FL 

 

July 8, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 20, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 5, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 17, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 23 - 25, 2013 ~ SWAT Annual Symposium, 
Waco Convention Center 

 

September 9, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

September 21, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

October 7, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

October 19, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

November 4, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

November 16, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

May Meeting 

May Meeting Program 

Spring Retreat 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Reggie Keith - President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.co 

 

Don Fluker - Vice President/ 
Judging 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 
 

Ed Peine - Secretary 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 
 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney –Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Tommy Joe - Board Member 
(713) 723-2587 (H) 
tjoecaver@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 
 

Ben Gray - Board Member 
(281) 859-3132 
BenG@rigidbuilding.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Di-
rector 
(281) 358-8529 

 

John Van Domelen - Website Tech-
nical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Montgomery County Fairgrounds 
FM-1484 @ Airport Parkway, Conroe, TX 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Bill Berry 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2013 GCWA 


