
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

This is my first time to write for the newsletter as the club 
president and I have to admit that I’m a little nervous 
about this new responsibility.  However, I’m confident that, 
with the help of our board members and yours, GCWA will 
continue to thrive and grow.  I think that you know that our 
club is one of the largest in the AAW.  Personally, I am 
not really concerned with being one of the largest, just 
one of the best.  To help make that happen, we have 
some informative programs planned for you, plus an inter-
esting slate of nationally recognized guest turners already 
scheduled. 
 

Before we look ahead, let’s take a quick look back.  The 
17th Annual Gulf Coast Woodturners retreat is now his-
tory.  I believe that all 90 members who attended had a 
good time as did several guests who dropped by to see 
what was going on. 
 

Do you have any idea of how many lathes we had?  
There were 69 mini lathes and 5 large format lathes and 
they were all being used.  Thanks to ALL for bringing your 
lathes and a special thanks to the two Woodcraft stores 
for the 12 mini lathes that they let us use.  I know for a 
fact that they canceled their turning classes for that week-
end so that we could use their lathes. When you visit their 
stores, be sure and thank the managers, Wendall at the 
north store and Rick at the south store, for loaning us their 
lathes.  They even delivered and returned them for us. 
 

I also want to thank, by name, all of our members who 
volunteered to help me as retreat chairman . . . but I know 
that I would miss someone.  So please accept my 
THANKS TO ALL.  I know that you have heard this be-
fore, but it is still true -- we could NOT have a Retreat 
without volunteers.  Next year, I am going to ask the 
board to double the wage for those who volunteer!  So be 
sure to say “yes” when asked! 
 

A high point of our annual Retreats is the awarding of The 
Luna Ford Award by the President of the club. This year, 
Reggie Keith presented it to Paul Millo.  I don't think that 
there is anyone more deserving.  Congratulations, Paul! 
 

There were a lot of projects that were started in the 
classes and it would be fun to see them.  There will be a 
special table at the June meeting for these items.  Please 
bring your Retreat projects and place them on that table.  
Even if it’s not finished, we would like to see it.  We all 
learn something from seeing what others have done and 
how it was done. 

Now that you have had time to unpack from the retreat, 
you may find something missing or something that be-
longs to someone else.  Talk to me and I will do my best 
to get it straightened out.  Also, if you had any problems 
with equipment that you let us use, let me know. 
 

We also installed a new board of directors with two board 
members joining the board, and two going off.  Shawn 
Pachlhofer replaced Ben Gray, and George Kabacinski 
(who is rejoining the board after a break), replaced Ed 
Peine.  Many, many thanks to Ben and Ed for their years 
of service and contributions.  The other members of the 
board continue, but some will have different roles.  You 
will find a list of the new board in the back of this newslet-
ter.  The board meetings are open to all members.  So 
feel free to join us.  Just contact a board member for the 
time, date and location of the meeting. 
 

At the same time the Retreat was going on, the Houston 
Center for Contemporary Craft was hosting the annual 
Empty Bowls event that raises money to help the Houston 
Food Bank.  Thanks to Bill Lewis for coordinating 
GCWA’s participation and to those who contributed bowls 
for this year’s event.  We would like to start collecting 
bowls for next year immediately.  So when you finish a 
bowl for this worthy project, bring it to our meetings. How 
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From the Desk of 
the Raffle Queen 

By Linda Bohl 
 
Georgene, Diane, and I have put together 
the June raffle.  We are honoring both 
FLAG DAY and the 4th of July.  Just head 
to the blue flashing light to see our “blue 
light specials”.  We hope that you have 
saved a little money to take a chance on 
WINNING a nice prize!  As usual the first 
number called will get their choice of any 
raffle item on the table.  Once again we will have the 
FREE 50 tickets if you purchase $50.  That is 100 tickets 
for $50.  You can hardly beat that deal. 

Kendall Westbrook has made and donated a three point 
tool.  Not only that but he will show you how to use the 
tool and how to sharpen it as well.  I have one of his tools 
and it is a fine, and well used tool in my collection.  
Thanks Kendall.  Mike Myers has donated some nice 
osage orange.  Thanks Mike! 
 
A few other raffle items are an Easy Rougher, a Ruth 
Niles bottle stopper with mandrel, as well as a pendant kit.  
We have gift certificates, sand paper, pen blanks, and a 
ONEWAY TOOL HANDLE. 
 
I will not be at the raffle this month; neither will Anna and 
Abby, our ticket pullers.  You have to buy raffle tickets to 
WIN!  Georgene and Diane will be there to sell you that 
winning ticket!  Thank you for your support.  Hope you win 
something you really wanted.  See you in July. 

Woodturning Lessons:  Hands-on woodturning lessons 
are now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  
You pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  One-
way 2436 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates- 4 hour 
lesson for GCWA Members $70.00, non members $80.00, 
add a second person for: member $45.00, non-members 
$50.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 

 
SERVICE: Laser Engraving offered at a 25% discount to 
GCWA members.  We have a CO2 laser and offer a wide 
variety of gifts, plaques, awards, etc.  Enhance a wood-
turning project or engrave a name on a pen.  Located at 
Pearland Mail Box Store, 3221 Broadway St, Pearland, 
TX 77581. Phone 281-412-6245. Call or visit the store 
and identify yourself as a GCWA member to receive the 
discount.  The Mail Box Store is a full service mailing facil-
ity.  Any questions, contact me, Pat Lloyd, at 713-494-
8290.  Website www.pearlandmailbox.com 
 
FOR SALE:  Nicaraguan cocobolo (approx 4000 BF).  
SIZES: Thickness ranges from 2/4 to 12/4; widths from 3" 
to 10"; lengths from 36" to 54". There are some shorts 
(24" and less) too.  One side has been planed.  Also,  
many 1.5" and 2" turning squares ranging in lengths from 
18" to 36", most are around 24".  The boards are $12/BF 
(regardless of thickness).  The turning squares are: 1.5" 
$3/LF, 2" $4/LF.  Contact Jim Thibaut (Beaumont) at 409-
932-5179, on weekends only. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

about you Second Tuesday groups having a contest to 
see which group can bring the most? 
 

The AAW International Symposium is going to be held in 
Tampa, Florida this year June 28-30.  They will have 70 
demonstrators and panelists and an Instant Gallery that 
you would have to see to believe.  I know that several of 
our members are going and we would like to hear about it 
after they get back.  So take some pictures and notes and 
share them with us in next month’s newsletter. 
 

Can't forget S.W.A.T!  The South West Association of 
Turners Woodturning Symposium will be held in Waco, 
Texas this year.  Registration by mail is open now. The 
registration desk opens Thursday, August 22 from 4:00 to 
6:00 PM.  There are 6 lead demonstrators and 17 regional 
demonstrators, a great Instant Gallery PLUS the greatest 

hands-on area manned by Greg Gonsalves and me!  You 
can learn more at www.swaturners.org. 
 

It's time to start making plans for September when Jimmy 
Clewes will be back for a demo and hands-on classes. 
There is additional information in this newsletter (page 3). 
 

We are going to start collecting bowls for Empty Bowls at 
the JULY meeting, so the Presidents Challenge for July 
will be to bring a bowl that will go to Empty Bowls.  As an 
incentive, the first 10 people to bring a bowl for the JULY 
President’s Challenge will receive 5 free raffle tickets 
each.  These bowls have to be finished and signed. 
 

Hope to see you at the June 15th meeting.  Stay safe and 
keep the chips flying 

 
Don Fluker 

Continued from page 1 
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Board Feet 
 

By Lane Bradford 
 

Another retreat is behind us and it will be a year before 
the next one on May 17th - 18th.  Barely enough time to 
prepare for it.  Besides our monthly meetings with their 
outstanding programs and presentations we have the 
2013 SWAT symposium coming up on August 23rd – 25th.  
For those of you that are new to the area, or new to wood-
turning or just never have attended SWAT in the past, let 
me say you are missing out on a very unique experience.  
SWAT is like our Retreat on steroids.  There will be doz-
ens of vendors there selling everything from T-shirts to 
exotic woods and every turning related product they can 
get their hands on.  The only downside I have ever found 
at SWAT is that, unlike our Retreat, you do not get to 
learn by doing.  It’s all demonstrations, but with upwards 
of 60 people in each rotation you will understand why they 
can not have hands-on learning.  That’s not to say you 
won’t have a chance to make shavings.  The GCWA will 
again sponsor a hands-on area where you can practice 
something you saw in a demo or try a new product out 
before or after you purchase it and get tips on how to 
properly use it.  Go to WWW.SWATURNERS.ORG to 
check out list of vendors, the national and regional dem-
onstrators and register now!  Be sure to make your room 
reservations now also because the hotels & motels in 
Waco fill up really fast every year.  By the way, I highly 
recommend carpooling to Waco.  It makes the trip go 
faster when you are talking about turning with your 
friends. 
 
The newly elected 2013-2014 Board held its first meeting 
June 3rd and things are getting organized for another year.  
After the Retreat the GCWA has approximately 185 mem-

bers, making us one of the largest if not the largest AAW 
Chapter in the nation and did you know the GCWA has 
been around since before 1985.  We are missing some 
records so I can not be more precise than that.  If you 
have any of the clubs old newsletters or old records, pho-
tos or recollections please contact a board member, we 
want to collect as much of our history as possible and 
post it to our website. 
 
The Retreat last month was a success for GCWA.  We 
had so many new members that there wasn’t room for all 
of them in our “New Turners” class.  So the club is plan-
ning to have another “New Turners” class this summer.  
This time it will be 2-days with 2 instructors.  We had 50% 
of our membership attend the Retreat this year and we 
had the loan of over 70 lathes for theirs use. Our Retreat 
raffle accounted for 1/3 of the Retreat income thanks in a 
very large part to those vendors that supported us by their 
donations.  Please make sure to tell how much you appre-
ciate their support of the GCWA.  Now that you have had 
a month to unpack and inventory your equipment any 
missing or broken equipment needs to be reported to Don 
Fluker or Tom Enloe so that the GCWA can fix or replace 
it for you.  If you enjoyed the Retreat, have a suggestion 
for a class or other improvement please ether let a board 
member know or better yet post your comment on our 
website and get some discussion started. 
 
Have you donated something to our raffle lately?  Can 
you make a tool handle or a tool and donate it?  You 
could purchase something at Harbor Freight, the Dollar 
Store or a garage sale and make a donation.  Or maybe 
have some wood lying around in your shop and you need 
to make room for some new items?  The more diverse 
items we have in our raffles the more fun they are. 

Tool Swap This Month 
By Bill Berry 

 

If you have any turning tools or turning sundries that 
you want to SELL or TRADE, please bring them to this 
month’s meeting.  Start digging out all those seldom or 
never used items that are collecting dust.  It could be just 
the tool someone else "needs".  There will be an area set 
up to display all of your items.  Please have all tools 
marked with your NAME and a PRICE. 

Jimmy Clewes Classes 
in September 

By Douglas Grissom 
 

The Class Schedule for the Jimmy Clewes classes will be 
e-mailed this next week with six students per class. 
 
Friday Sept 20 is Advance Class 
Sunday Sept 22 is Beginners Class 

Monday Sept 23 is Beg/Int 
Class 
Tuesday Sept 24 is Int/Adv 
Class 
 
The Cost is $150 per Class 
per person.  Please contact 
me (douglas.grissom@att.net) 
if you have any questions. 
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Program Demos for 2013 
By Bill Berry 

Program Chairman 
 

Starting in July 2013 I will be the Program Chairman.  This 
is the person responsible for you being entertained, and 
educated, at our monthly meetings.  For the past several 
years this has been the responsibility of Tom Enloe.  Tom 
has done an excellent job and we thank him for his dedi-
cation and service. 
 
I just wanted to share with you the programs for the next 
few months.  They are also listed on the Website Calen-
dar. 
 
July:  Pyrography 101, by Janice Levi.  Janice is a past-
president of GCWA and SWAT and is a real artist with a 
pyrography pen.  She will cover equipment and technique 
for the beginner in the demonstration. 
 
August:  Turning a Footed Bowl, by Dennis Ford.  Den-
nis will take you through the process of turning a bottom 
of a bowl into an elegant foot. 
 
September:  Jimmy Clewes will present an all-day demo.  

Jimmy is one of woodturning's greats and he's in Houston 
to share his skills and knowledge with GCWA members.  
Visit Jimmy Clewes' website (http://
www.jimmyclewes.com/clewes/GeneralWebsite/
Home.aspx?Feature=1) to learn more about this re-
spected turner. Jimmy will be offering hand-on instruction 
while he's here in Houston.  Watch the GCWA website for 
details. 
 
October:  GCWA Annual Picnic ~ 9:00AM – Noon, No 
demo--just good eating and socializing at GCWA's annual 
picnic for members and their families. 
 
November: Turning Christmas Ornaments, by multi-
GCWA presenters.  Get ready for the annual Christmas 
tree ornament exchange at the December meeting by 
watching and learning from the most skilled ornament 
makers in the club. 
 
December:  Annual Ornament Exchange 
 
If you have a particular woodturning topic that you would 
be interested in seeing, or if you are interested in demon-
strating a particular technique or subject please contact 
me to discuss the details. 

Empty Bowls 2013 
By Bill Lewis 

 

The Houston 
Food Bank pro-
vides necessary 
survival supplies 
to sixteen Texas 
counties, not just 
Houston and Har-
ris County.  As 
such it needs 
plenty of help and 
support.  Whole 
Foods and other 
sponsors host an 
annual event at 
the Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (HCCC) fea-
turing crafted bowls.  People who come can purchase a 
bowl for $25.00 and then get a bowl of soup, piece of 
bread and a drink.  All 
items are donated and pro-
ceeds go to the Food 
Bank. 
 
Where we come in is with 
wooden bowls.  The pot-
ters have supported this 
event in a much larger 
fashion than us woodturn-
ers. 
 

GCWA has had a conflict 
over the last several years 
with the event occurring at 
the same time as the an-
nual retreat.  This year we 
got a late start, and col-
lected a very modest num-
ber of bowls.  We did sell 
out early. 
 
Both the potters and GCWA set up demonstrations for the 
day to attract visitors and show off their talent and craft.  
This year, Larry Zarra, Gene Volentine, Gene’s friend 
Chris, Luna Ford and myself represented the club.  We 
had three lathes go-
ing all day and it was 
HOT!  Fortunately, 
one of the sponsors 
had frozen popsicles 
and plenty of bottled 
water.  And, it was 
good for us as well.  
The soup was good 
too. 
 
For 2014, we need to do better.  We will start collecting 
bowls immediately this year.  We have several hundred 
members, a bowl apiece for this worthy cause is a reason-
able goal or objective. 
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Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Retreat, May 17-19, 2013 

By John and Mary Schlobohm 
 

We arrived 
Friday after-
noon at the 
Montgomery 
County Fair-
grounds, 
where there 
was a lot of 
activity.  We 
were im-
pressed by 
how organ-
ized every-
thing was - 
trucks being unloaded and equipment being set up.  We 
tried to help where we could, and sometimes just tried to 
stay out of the way.  Seeing so many lathes in one place 
helped build the anticipation of Saturday morning.  We 
didn’t yet know that teaching would begin after dinner on 
Friday.  Being new to turning, we had lots of questions 
and anyone and everyone was willing to answer ques-
tions and help.  We would like to thank Scott Njaa for 
some great one-on-one help Friday night. 
 
On Satur-
day, we ar-
rived around 
7:30 a.m., 
and met up 
with an old 
friend and 
new mem-
ber, John 
Young.  We 
got our tools 
and sup-
plies, set up 
in the beginners’ area, and started taking in all the sights.  
Shawn Pachlhofer was labeling the raffle items and we 
enjoyed looking at all the really nice wood, tools and 
books.  Mary helped Shawn sell raffle tickets until it was 
time for our first class.  There were twelve of us in the be-
ginner’s track.  Tom Irven and Paul Millo were the instruc-
tors, and did a good job of explaining and providing 
hands-on assistance.  This was a very difficult class for 
them to teach because the participants included a wide 
range of skill and experience levels.  Mary had a hard 
time at first with this big chunk of wood that we used to 
learn beads and coves.  She had only made two pens 
before, and the big difference in size overwhelmed her.   
After learning how to stand and hold the tool correctly, 
she started to gain confidence.  Everyone was working at 
their own speed, but because some needed more help 
than others, the atmosphere seemed a little disjointed.  
Most of the class finished what they were working on in 

the morning and were ready to proceed to making bowls 
in the afternoon.  Mary wanted to continue on her piece of 
wood from the morning and felt she was not ready for 
bowls just yet.  She was getting comfortable turning and 
made the world’s largest honey dipper.  Most everyone 
worked on bowls in the afternoon and several were able 
to complete them in the time provided.  The class was 
informative and the handouts were helpful.  We made 
many new friends, including Dan and Joy Grise, who, we 
discovered, live down the road from us. 
 
After a long day of turning, it was great to sit down to din-
ner with new and old friends and talk about the day.  One 
of the most enjoyable things about the weekend was get-
ting to 
know 
every-
one 
better 
at the 
breaks 
and 
meals.  
After 
din-
ner, 
we 
watched Fog Tanner put on a great demonstration making 
a flying bowl, spatula, and a spurtle.  John Young really 
enjoyed this event because he wants to become better at 
using a skew, and he got to see a master use one with 
ease.  He would like to thank Janice Levi and others for 
giving him a class on tool sharpening Saturday night.  It 
was very informative and made his bowl class Sunday 
much easier. 
 
Sunday morning we arrived early and started off where 
Saturday night ended.  We watched Fog Tanner and 
learned more about the skew.  Classes started and Mary 
took the euro pen class taught by Randy Abramson, and 
John took the scoop class by Dave Greenawalt.  We both 
really enjoyed these classes and were able to leave with a 
nice pen and scoop.  All the instructors during the week-
end were great, and we would like to thank them for their 
patience, help and knowledge.  During the breaks and 
meals everyone we talked to had nothing but great things 
to say about the classes they were in. 
 
Little did we know, there were still great things to come.  
The raffle items were terrific.  We won some really nice 
prizes, and now have some new things for our growing 
shop.  We want to thank everyone who brought their 
equipment and tools to the retreat.  There is a lot of effort 
put into preparing and setting up this retreat and we ap-
preciated it very much!  We had a great time, learned a 
ton, and made new friends.  We value the input, teachings 
and guidance, and appreciate everyone for taking their 
time to teach us. We are looking forward to next year.  
Thanks! 
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GCWA Tool Making Workshop: 
Hook Tool 

By Peter Miao 
 

On May 4, 2013, the first 
GCWA Tool Making 
Workshop was held at 
George Kabacinski’s 
workshop in Cypress, 
TX.  This is a pilot class 
of self-learning.  Mem-
bers with similar interest 
get together, watch in-
structional video, and 
help each other to carry out a tool making project.  The 
participating members are George Kabacinski, Greg Gon-
salves, Tommy Joe, Rich Steber, John McCaskill, David 
Mausolf, and Peter Miao.  George had ordered the metal 
blanks in advance, and prepared most of the tools for 
making the hook tool.  Other members also brought some 
metal working tools. 
 
The tool of the day is 
hook tool.  Hook tool 
offers an effective 
way to end grain hol-
lowing.  It has been 
around for a very long 
time.  Traditionally 
woodturners made 
bowl on self-powered 
lathe using hook tool.  
However, hook tools 
are not commonly used among hobby woodturners, per-
haps because there is a learning curve up front, and it is 
not mass produced in its original form by tool manufac-
tures. 
 
At the 2011 SWAT sym-
posium, Alan Lacer 
demonstrated making 
hook tools in one of his 
sessions.  He used sim-
ple tools, mainly a DIY 
grinding disk, a MAPP 
torch and a pair of pliers, 
and made a hook tool 
from O1 steel drill rod in 
half an hour.  He also 
produced video and 
DVD to document the hook tool-making process.  We 
used his DVD as a learning resource in this pilot work-
shop. 
 
We watched Alan’s DVD together.  We stopped from time 
to time, and discussed questions from members.  A few 
times, we had to rewind the video and watch the section 
more carefully.  In this process, we gained understanding 
on the individual tasks, the things to look out for and the 
goals to achieve.  After the study session, we followed 

Alan’s steps to make the 
hook tools.  First, we made 
sanding disks from zirconia 
alumina sanding paper of 
various grids.  Using the 
sanding disks, we shaped 
the profile of the hook tool 
from 3/8” O1 steel drill rod.  
It comes in annealed state, 
and is easy to grind.  Next, 
we heated up the tip section of the rod to bend into a 
hook.  When we were satisfied with the hook, we heated 
up the rod to cherry red (about 1450°F), and quenched it 
in oil.  This will harden the rod.  Following the hardening is 
the tempering process, in which the hardened rod is heat 
up to dark yellow or straw color (450°F) and quenched in 
water.  We used Tempil Stik (also known as Temperature 
Indicating Crayon) to judge the correct temperature when 
tempering.  A properly hardened and tempered O1 steel 
tool can deliver ~60 HRC (Rockwell hardness). The last 
step is our woodturner’s favorite business, sharpening the 
hook tool.  DIY hook tool has to be sharpened free-hand.  
Jigs are not available, and perhaps this can be the topic 
for another tool making workshop. 
 
We tested the 
sharpen hook 
tool on the inte-
rior of an end 
grain bowl.  Es-
sentially, it is the 
ABC mantra all 
over again, an-
chor (A) the tool 
on the tool rest, 
rubbing the bevel 
(B) against the 
interior of the bowl, and gently engage the edge into cut-
ting action (C).  After a little practice, anyone can get 
smooth end grain surface that can be continued with 320 
grid sand paper. 
 
Compared to a regular woodturning workshop where 
an instructor is directing the flow and activities, this 
is definitely a more engaging learning experience.  
We have to understand, communicate with each 
other, and collaborate as a unit.  We get things right 
through discussions and timely adjustments.  When 
we have curious minds and working tools, who 
needs instructors?  We bring the best instructors out 
of ourselves.  Overall, this is a successful pilot work-
shop in its selection of topic, preparation in every 
aspect, and execution of the tool making activities. 
 
Works Cited 
Lacer, Alan, “Hook Tool”, http://woodturninglearn.net/
handouts/ho-hooktool.html 
UDDEHOLM, “ANSI O1 Cold Work Tool Steel”, http://
www.bucorp.com/files/aisi_o1.pdf 
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Local Class Program Update 
 

By George Kabacinski 
 

No doubt you’ve noticed the GCWA Local Class program 
has been off to a rather slow ramp up this year.  Ah, you 
don’t know what the program is you say?  Well, for those 
who are new to the club or have just been sleeping under 
a rock for a few years (has been known to happen) here’s 
the ten cent overview. 
 
On a periodic basis GCWA arranges for small hands-on 
classes on various topics taught by some of the best tal-
ent in the club – and we do have a LOT of top notch talent 
in the club.  The classes are typically limited to six stu-
dents and all of them have a good deal of hands-on time.  
Generally each class is one day of instruction and costs 
$35 to attend.  When appropriate classes are rated for 
various skill levels and each class may have a small ma-
terials fee to help the instructor offset the costs of the ma-
terials specific to that class. 
 
And here’s a bit on the administrative stuff.  Registration 
is on a first-come, first-registered basis and a member is 
‘registered’ when the class payment is received.  When a 
class fills up we put the overflow registrants on a ‘wait list’ 
in case a slot opens up.  Most classes have a month or 
two of registration time ahead of the class, but that’s not 
always the case.  So keep up with the newsletter and lis-
ten to the announcements at the general meeting.  If 
someone needs to cancel we issue a refund provided we 
can fill the slot with another paying student.  That’s why 
it’s always good to have a person or two on the wait list, 
just in case. 
 
Most classes fill up quickly.  In some instances we’ve 
scheduled repeat sessions so more folks can attend.  In 
some cases the instructor is a major draw based on their 
reputation and we fill up a class even before all the details 
of the class are known.  That says a lot about the caliber 
of our club member instructors.  It also means – if you’re 
interested don’t dilly-dally about sending in your registra-
tion! 
 
So, what’s been going on?  In May we had a ‘workshop’ 
on tool making (see the article by Peter Miao).  This was a 
‘workshop’ rather than a class because we really didn’t 
have an ‘instructor’.  The workshop was based on the in-
formation in a video by Alan Lacer.  George Kabacinski 
facilitated the activities and Greg Gonsalves helped out a 
great deal.  But really everyone participated and it all 
came together for a fun learning experience.  No doubt 
we’ll do it again sometime in the future.  Because of the 
nature of this class it’s best done outdoors so a late fall to 
spring schedule will be best for the next session. 
 
And what’s next?  We have three classes open for regis-
tration at this time: 

 We’re doing our first (at least in a long time) Turning 
FUNdamentals Weekend in August.  It’s a special 
offering and will be $100 per student for the two day 

class.  There’s another article in this newsletter with 
details on this class.  The New Turner Track at the 
Retreat this year was not able to handle the de-
mand for the class.  We expect the six slots for this 
class to fill up rapidly. 

 Tom Enloe is one of the many amazing turners in 
the club.  He doesn’t show off his work nearly as 
much as we’d like to see, but if you’ve seen any of 
his turnings you’d know that his technical execution 
as well as unique project ideas is hard to beat.  He 
recently conducted a class on Hand Chased 
Threads at the Retreat.  This class will cover that 
same topic for those who were not able to get into 
his class at the Retreat, but will also go into more 
detail and more practice given it’s a full day class.  
Tom’s class will be Saturday, July 27th. 

 Paula Haymond will be teaching another embellish-
ment class on Saturday, October 26, 2013.  The title 
of the class is Texturing on the Cheap.  This class 
will focus on texturing your turnings using readily 
available tools and accessories.  Class members 
will use a Dremel tool and a flex shaft tool along 
with items you can pick up at the local big box or 
hobby store.  If you’ve seen any of Paula’s work or 
attended one of her past classes at the Retreat or in 
the Local Class program you’ll understand why this 
class may very well fill up before the details are 
even published!!  Don’t wait because others in the 
club will not be waiting to register. 

 Last year Janice Levi led a class on pyrography.  
Janice has an artistic flare, her work is amazing and 
her teaching skills are top notch – well, that was a 
good deal of her working life.  Her class was so 
much in demand that we had two back-to-back ses-
sions in one weekend and still there were some who 
wanted in and didn’t make it.  Janice has agreed to 
do a third session of this sought after class.  The 
date is Saturday, October 5, 2013.  And if you 
snooze, you lose out on this great opportunity. 

 We have several other classes in the works includ-
ing a now traditional holiday ornament class in No-
vember.  The project and instructor differ from year 
to year, but the classes are always timely and fun.  
So stay tuned for more information in an upcoming 
newsletter. 

 
The GCWA Local Class program is coordinated by 
George Kabacinski.  If you have any questions, require 
additional information about the program or a specific 
class, have a class in mind that you’d like to see happen, 
or would like to teach a class you can contact George at 
gkabacinski@gmail.com. 
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Turning FUNdamentals 
Weekend 

By George Kabacinski 
 

Getting off to the good start in woodturning is oh so much 
better than struggling with which end of the tool to put to 
the wood.  Don’t ask me how I know that … I just do.  At 
the annual GCWA Retreat we include a day of basic in-
struction for those who are new to turning, or just want to 
get back to some of the basics.  Unfortunately we can’t 
always handle the volume of folks who want into the class 
and those who register early get to the top of the list.  For 
some time now the board has discussed doing a Turning 
FUNdamentals class outside of the Retreat.  Now, we’re 
actually going to pull it off!!  We’re doing it within the over-
all structure of the GCWA Local Class program. 
 
This will be a two day class, Saturday and Sunday, Au-
gust 10/11, 2013.  The class will be limited to six students, 
but we will have two instructors so the ratio of students to 
instructors will be low giving plenty of time for personal 
assistance and coaching in the class. 
 
Because this is a two day class and we’ll have two in-
structors the cost for the class will be just a bit higher than 
the usual one day Local Class program offering.  This 
weekend of turning instruction will be $100 per student.  
That’s a pretty good deal for hands-on turning instruction 
for two days.  Not quite as good as attending the Retreat 
…. which is still the BEST value in turning instruction any-
where short of having a renowned turner as a close rela-
tive. 
 
At any rate, back to the Turning FUNdamentals Weekend, 
the class will be held at my shop in Cypress which is air 
conditioned for summer comfort making an August class 
very pleasant.  Here’s what you can expect to have cov-
ered during the weekend: 

 Basic lathe overview and safety 

 A review of basic turning tools 

 A review of sharpening basic turning tools 

 Hands-on practice of basic cuts 

 Hands-on practice with turning between centers 
(spindle turning) 

 Hands-on practice with face plate turning 

 Demonstration of chain saw safety, operation, and 
usage to prepare wood for turning 

 Demonstration of band saw safety, operation and 
usage to prepare bowl blanks for turning 

 Several small projects to build confidence and put 
the instruction to use 

 
The two day format will allow time to cover more topics 
than we can fit into one quick day at the Retreat and will 
include demonstrations on preparing wood for the lathe.  
Sorry, but the chain saw demo will have to be outside …. 
likely in the morning before the sun starts beating down 
on everyone. 
 
The instructors for this weekend of basics will be Tom 
Irven and Don Fluker.  Both of these guys have a great 
deal of turning expertise, are great instructors and have a 
huge amount of patience for working with folks just getting 
into turning and those who need to brush up on the ba-
sics.  It is sure to be an informative and fun weekend for 
six lucky club members – those who don’t wait too long to 
register.  So be sure to claim your spot by sending your 
check for $100 payable to GCWA  to George Kabacinski, 
PO Box 2755 , Cypress, TX 77410.  For questions or ad-
ditional information e-mail gkabacinski@gmail.com 
 
Our expectation is to conduct this format of a FUNdamet-
nals class a couple times a year depending on demand 
from the membership. 

Website Visitors 
By Dale Barrack 

Website Creative Director 
 
How popular is the Gulf Coast Woodturners website?  
Well, according to our website hosting service, at the end 
of May, 86,206 people, or an average of 7,183 per month, 
had visited the website in the previous 12 months!  Those 
folks accessed 20,430 web pages and looked at 128,817 
individual files.  By way of comparison, the last time we 
checked these statistics, in August 2007, an average of 
4,700 people were visiting the website monthly.  The cur-
rent level of visits, 7,183, represents a 53% increase! 
 
What does this tell us?  It tells us that the GCWA website 
is growing in popularity, not only with our own members, 
but also with the worldwide woodtuning community.  Back 
in 2007, we conducted an in-depth study of just where in 
the world our visitors were coming from.  (Disclaimer: we 

don’t know who visits our web-
site—that information is not 
tracked—but our hosting service 
was able to determine the country 
in which the referring server was 
located.)  About half of the visits 
were from severs within the United 
States, followed by a significant 
number of visits from servers in 
Australia!  The majority of the re-
maining non-US server visits were 
from servers located in England and Canada. 
 
What draws people to a website, any website, is content. 
And what’s the most visible content on our site?  It’s pic-
tures of your work. The simple reason our site is so popu-
lar is because of YOU!  
 
The woodturning world is noticing.  Keep up the good 
work! 
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Second Tuesday Open Shop 
Continues 

By George Kabacinski 
The answer is:  Yes! 
 
The questions? 

Are we still doing the Second Tuesday Open Shop 
Night events? 

Are they still on the Second Tuesday of every month? 
Do they still start at 6:30 and go to whenever? 
Is there one in San Leon hosted by Marty Kaminsky? 

Is there one in Montgomery hosted by Lane Bradford? 
Is there one in Cypress hosted by George Kabacinski? 
Can I bring a guest? 
Will there be someone there to help me with a turning, a 

design question, or just to chat with? 
Can I just come by and hang out with some cool turning 

folks? 
Can I talk with one of the board members about hosting 

one in my neighborhood? 
 
Ah, so many questions and such a simple answer.  Price-
less. 

News and Announcements 
 

Jerry Bennett 
 

Jerry wrote another nice article for “American Wood-
turner,” the official publication of the American Association 
of Woodturners (AAW), titled “What’s my LINE?” (June, 
2013 issue, p. 43).  He discusses where he gets his inspi-
ration for his turned work in this article.  As the editor 
Betty Scarpino comments in her editorial that both she 
and Jerry are still getting comments in their inboxes on his 
article on copying in the April issue of the journal.  I am 
not aware of any other woodturner having an article ap-
pear in the Feature section of the journal two issues in a 
row.  Congratulations, Jerry!  We are so proud that we 
have someone of your stature in our midst. 

 

Editor’s Notes 
 
In a departure from our usual format, we are not printing 
photographs from last month’s meeting which was the 
Annual Retreat.  Pictures of the Retreat can be found 
online at http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
GALLERIES/MeetingGalleries/2013/May/index.html if you 
are interested.  You can view larger pictures with higher 
resolution by simply clicking on photos of interest. 
 
Please make sure you e-mail address is up to date.  
Every month when I send out the newsletter by e-mail, 
invariably at least one would bounce back because of in-
accurate or incorrect address.  Mack DeBose 
(Lmdebose@swbell.net) maintains our membership data-
base and I get the mailing list from him.  Please let him 
know when you change your address, or let me know and 
I will make sure that he receives that information.  Thank 
you for your cooperation. 

Woodturning Critique 
 

By Bill Berry 
 
From time to time, if the venue or time permits we have a 
Critique.  Here is how it works.  You have a finished 
piece, or a piece in progress that you are not sure about 
the shape or how to progress past a certain point…and 
you just want someone to look at it and discuss the piece 
with.  We do this at Open Shop night at Marty’s and I 
think it is both entertaining and helpful.  Jim Keller will be 
doing the honors this month at the GCWA general meet-
ing.  Here is how it works.  Because we have the room, 
Jim will set up in an area of his choosing, and if you are 
interested in participating, bring your turning and Jim will 
discuss it with you.  Find Jim about 9:30 AM at the June 
meeting and enjoy. 

Meeting Program: 
Airbrushing Fundamentals by 

Kurt Lashbrook 
By Tom Enloe 

 

Kurt is the owner of Airbrush Supply of Houston in the 
Heights (AirbrushSupplyOfHouston.com) and is both an 
artist and an airbrush mechanic.  In reviewing the GCWA 
website, he was impressed with the wide range of beauti-
ful shapes and natural colors.  His demo will show us how 
he adds color and pattern to projects through the use of 
patterns, rice paper, and techniques.  Also included will 
be guidelines on choosing paint, ink, dye, and water 
based vs. oil based.  Along the way he will discuss equip-
ment choices and maintenance tips.  Be sure to bring 
your questions for the Q & A at the end of the demo. 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except for January, May and October, all the 2013 
general meetings will be held at the Sosa Commu-
nity Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of 
Westview Dr 

 

June 15, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 28 - 30, 2013 ~American Association of Wood-
turners Annual Symposium, Tampa, FL 

 

July 8, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 20, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 5, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 17, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 23 - 25, 2013 ~ SWAT Annual Symposium, 
Waco Convention Center 

 

September 9, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

September 21, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

October 7, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

October 19, 2013 ~ GCWA Annual picnic ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

November 4, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

November 16, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

December 9, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

December 21, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

June Meeting 

June Meeting Program 

Airbrushing Fundamentals 
by Kurt Lashbrook  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Don Fluker - President 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

George Kabacinski - Vice President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney –Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Tommy Joe - Board Member 
(713) 723-2587 
tjoecaver@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Board Member 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Di-
rector 
(281) 358-8529 

 

John Van Domelen - Website Tech-
nical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Sosa Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Bill Berry 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2013 GCWA 


