
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Our October meeting is going to be a picnic at Alexander 
Deussen Park, which is at Lake Houston.  The club will be 
supplying delicious bar-b-q.  Read Lane’s article (page 3) 
about what you need to bring to round out the meal.  We 
will be having fun with eggcup races and turning potatoes 
to fry -- yum!  It’s very important that you go to the Calen-
dar on the GCWA website and check out the information 
about getting there. The park is accessed from a stretch 
of Beltway 8 that is E-Z tag-only, but if you don’t have an 
E-Z tag don’t let that stop you because the service roads 
along that portion of Beltway 8 are excellent.  Watch the 
signs on Beltway 8 and exit to the service road when in-
structed.  It’s only a couple of miles to the park after you 
exit regardless of which way you are traveling on Beltway 
8.  View and print the maps on the website Calendar to 
make the process easier (http://
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/CALENDAR/index.html). 
 
The Jimmy Clewes Demo Day went quite well.  I think that 
everyone who attended would say that they learned a lit-
tle, if not a lot, from it.  If you benefited from the experi-
ence, or if you participated in one of Jimmy’s hands-on 
classes, please consider writing an article for next 
month’s newsletter telling us about your experience.  
There were so many members at the Saturday Demo who 
helped set up and take down that I want to thank them for 
their help.  I know that if I start to naming names, I will 
surely miss somebody.  So THANK YOU ALL!  Thanks 
also to those who showed up on Friday to start the set up. 
 
As of Oct 9, I have received only two applications for the 
AAW scholarship to Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts, 
or the John C. Campbell Folk School.  If you are inter-
ested you must get your application in to me by Oct 31st.  
I will have some applications with me at the picnic, or you 
can find out how to e-mail one to me in last month’s news-
letter. 
 
We will not be having a raffle at the picnic, but it will be 
back next month and I am sure that Linda has big plans 
for it, so save your money! 
 
The President’s Challenge for November will be a box 
exchange and I understand that Bill has a thoroughly in-
teresting program lined up for making ornaments. 
 
The December President’s challenge will be the annual 
ornament exchange and January’s will be a collaborative 

piece.  So line up a partner and get an early start on your 
project. 
 
I know that it seems like we just had the Retreat, but it’s 
time to start planning next year’s.  George Kabacinski and 
I will be heading it up, and we are beginning to identify 
classes in which we think you might be interested.  So if 
you have a subject that you would like included, please let 
us know.  In the coming months we will need a lot of help, 
and we hope many of you will respond enthusiastically.  
The retreat is an all-volunteer effort and can only be suc-
cessful if many helping hands are involved. 
 
It looks like the weather is starting to cool down a little.  
That means that our shops will be cooling down and I ex-
pect that more of you will be getting back in them to turn.  
Please do so carefully; don’t let your enthusiasm for turn-
ing override safety considerations. 
 
Don’t forget about the Open Shop Nights that are running 
on the second Tuesday of every month.  If you are new to 
turning and would like some advice, this is a good place 
for you to check out.  If you have been turning for a while 
and would like to visit with others that like to turn then I 
know that you will like it too.  You can find one by looking 
on the Calendar on the GCWA website. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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From the Desk of 
the Raffle Queen 

By Linda Bohl 
 

There will be NO Raffle this month due to 
the picnic!  However, we are making a 
few changes on the Raffle so that we can 
improve it. 
 
In November, the Raffle will have a little 
change.  As you know, we have one 
“WOW” prize each month, the chain saw, 
the wood burner are examples of the 
“WOW”. We have always had the first number called get-
ting their pick of anything in the Raffle.  The “WOW” is 
then gone.  In November this will change.  The “WOW” is 
not included in the “First Number Called” deal.  Instead it 
will be held for the LAST number.  This request of 
change, was discussed at the September board meeting.  

See, we are open for suggestions and willing to try them. 
 
We have some exciting things in the Raffle and we have 
several members that answered my question about 
Jimmy Clewes classes on the Forum.  Those will be re-
ceiving one free Raffle ticket.  Watch the Forum and 
Facebook page.  Sometimes I try to see if anyone will an-
swer a question on one of the sites.  You could be a BO-
NUS Raffle ticket winner there.  We had four BONUS win-
ners this past month! 
 
Remember, you get BONUS Raffle tickets, for each box 
you bring to the BOX EXCHANGE for the November 
meeting.  So far I have turned 3 and not one is fit for the 
exchange! 
 
Watch the FB page as well as the Forum for other free 
ticket deals!  We will have one for the November Raffle.  
 
See you at the picnic!  

Woodturning Lessons:  Hands-on woodturning lessons 
are now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  
You pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  One-
way 2436 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates- 4 hour 
lesson for GCWA Members $70.00, non members $80.00, 
add a second person for: member $45.00, non-members 
$50.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE:  Nicaraguan cocobolo (approx 4000 BF).  
SIZES: Thickness ranges from 2/4 to 12/4; widths from 3" 
to 10"; lengths from 36" to 54". There are some shorts 
(24" and less) too.  One side has been planed.  Also,  

many 1.5" and 2" turning squares ranging in lengths from 
18" to 36", most are around 24".  The boards are $12/BF 
(regardless of thickness).  The turning squares are: 1.5" 
$3/LF, 2" $4/LF.  Contact Jim Thibaut (Beaumont) at 409-
932-5179, on weekends only. 
 
FOR SALE:  Barnes, No. 13 lathe, converted from foot 
power to a Craftsman ¾ hp w/ 5-speed pulley; bed length 
10 ft; distance between centers 93 inches; 13 inch swing; 
wt 950 lbs; accessories and bits included.  More photos 
avail-
able.  
Inher-
ited 
from a 
pat-
tern 
maker 
at the 
old 
Lufkin 
Foun-
dry.  
E-mail 
Jim 
Jen-
kins at exedsjj@aol.com and we can arrange an inspec-
tion.  US 290/Jones Rd/Eldridge area. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

North Woods Figured Wood sent me a small box of wood 
to be used for things like Empty Bowls and Pens for The 
Troops.  I have two small bowl blanks and 7 pen blanks 
left if you are interested.  I also have some pen kits you 
can have.  Email me (skewgouge@sbcglobal.net) or see 
me at the picnic.  North Woods Figured Wood will also 
give club members 15% off when you purchase from 

them — use coupon code “WOODTURNERS” at checkout 
when ordering on-line. 
 
Hope to see all at the picnic. 
 
Keep the chips flying. 

 
Don Fluker 

Continued from page 1 



October 2013 - Page 3 

 

 

Board Feet 
 

By Lane Bradford 
 

In case you have somehow missed the announcement, I’ll 
repeat it here for you again.  We will NOT be at the SOSA 
center this month (October), we will instead be at Deus-
sen Park, Shelter #1 on Lake Houston, where the sun 
always shines, it never rains and the temperature is a 
constant 75°F. If you go to the GCWA website in the Cal-
endar Section for October 19th you will find some excellent 
directions on how to find Deussen park and Shelter #1 
(http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/CALENDAR/
index.html) .  The plan is to basically start around 9;00 
AM, not sure what “starting” will entail but that is the plan.  
At some point we will offer up a contest on who can turn 
an eggcup the fastest, or maybe it will just be the egg and 
you provide your own cup.  We also hope to have some 
potato peeling on a lathe going on and a deep fryer so 
you can cook up and eat what you peel.  Now probably 
neither of these activities will excite the children or for that 
matter none Woodturners under the age of 55.  So if you 
bring along the kids, and we certainly do encourage you 
to do that, you might plan ahead for the boredom factor 
and bring along something for them to entertain them-
selves with.  Perhaps if we have an Etch-a-Sketch there 
we can award a prize for the best likeness of Don Fluker 
done by anyone under the age of 21, and that doesn’t 
have to be limited to a physical age of 21 either. 
 
As in the past, GCWA will be furnishing some delicious 
Bar-B-Q that we will purchase from one of the local 
smokehouses.  But we will ask the members to bring 
along the “fixins” per the following schedule based upon 
the first letter of your LAST NAME. 
 

A through E – salads: potato salad, coleslaw, gar-
den, pasta, etc. with any necessary dressings in-
cluded. 
 
F through K – beans, cut up veggies, sliced fruit, 
etc. 
 
L through P – desserts: cakes, pies, cobblers, ice 
cream (Homemade or store bought), etc. Please pre-
slice the cakes and pies. 
 
Q through Z – COLD (non-alcoholic) drinks in an 
ice-chest: water, diet and non-diet drinks already 
iced down.  

*******Bring something to serve your dish with and 
label everything with your NAME if you want it 
back****** 
  

I will apologize in advance, if you require a special diet 
food or drink we probably will not have it available for you.  
So rather than not come to the picnic please bring your 
own special items. We want everyone to attend and to 
have a good time.  
 
GCWA will furnish Brisket, Chicken and Sausage with 
pickles, onions, jalapenos and white sandwich bread.  We 
anticipate 60-80 members attending and if all goes ac-
cording to plan, we will eat around 11:30 AM.   
 
Coming up we have a Box Exchange at our November 
meeting and an Ornament Exchange at our December 
meeting.  With the slightly cooler weather maybe you can 
get back into your shops now and turn some boxes or 
ornaments for these exchanges.  If you need some help 
turning either, just remember that Woodturners love to 
share their knowledge with others.  All you have to do is 
attend one of our Open Shop Nights or simply pick up the 
phone and call another member.  Members contact infor-
mation is on our website in the Forum section and that 
requires you to use a password.  If you have not already 
gotten setup on the Forum contact the Webmaster directly 
on our website and he will help get you started.   
 
The AV committee/team would like to extend our hardy 
thanks to those who help set up, operate and take down 
the Club’s AV equipment used for the Jimmy Clews dem-
onstration at our last meeting.  Without their help those of 
you sitting in the back of the room would not be able to 
hear or see anything that Jimmy said or did.  The DVD we 
made of that 6 hour session will soon be in our Club Li-
brary for our members to check-out.  Jimmy donated all of 
his demo pieces (unfinished and unsigned) to the GCWA.  
The Board is seeking advice on the best and fairest way 
to disperse these pieces among our members.  Let a 
Board Member know if you have any suggestions.   
 
Last month in the Newsletter and at the Club meeting it 
was announced GCWA was seeking scholarship applica-
tions to be turned into AAW.  GCWA is allowed to enter 
one name for consideration to AAW for a scholarship to a 
woodturning school.  So far Don Fluker has received no 
applications and time is running out to get them in.  I am 
going to go and submit mine now, why don’t you? 

Turning 30! 
By George Kabacinski 

 
It’s rather interesting that when we’re very young anniver-
saries are measured in days and months, like a parent 
indicating their child is 19 months old.  And through early 
childhood we add years … like Billy saying he’s 12 … 
“and a half”.  Those months are important milestones.  As 

we age the months are less of a measurement as we 
move to thinking in terms of 25th Wedding Anniversary 
and the 60th Birthday.  But then later it seems the years 
become more important and they signify an ability to 
hang-on …. like being “almost 90”. 
 
Well, the current round of GCWA Open Shop Night 
events will be celebrating a milestone next month.  We’ll 

Continued on page 4 
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turn 30!  Yes, we started the current Open Shop Night 
events back in June, 2011.  So the Cypress Open Shop 
event will turn 30 (months) on Tuesday, November 12th.  
That’s a pretty cool milestone for something that was 
started as “trial”.  Of course, as we all know, the startup in 
Cypress was followed by additional venues hosted by 
Marty Kaminsky (with the help of Bill Berry and Linda 
Bohl) in San Leon and Lane Bradford up in Montgomery. 
 
From what I hear we typically have about 10% - 12% of 
the club members show up at one of the three locations 
each month.  A good number of our members have jobs 
and many family responsibilities during the week and get-
ting to one of the three locations isn’t always feasible.  
And while not everyone who participates can attend an 
Open Shop every month we do manage to have a good 
turnout each month.  With different folks participating 
across the months we have closer to 20% of the club who 
participate at some time during the year.  It’s hard to tell.  
But it’s clear that there is interest and I hope to see these 
events continue well into the future. 
 
At the October event in Cypress we had 4 new members/
guests in attendance.  Nathan was working on his first dry 
wood bowl on the lathe while one of his sons was working 
with another of our members learning to turn a pen.  Oth-

ers were working on light pulls, a finial to be included in a 
holiday tree topper, another bowl on a mini lathe and a 
large Calabash style bowl on the Power-magic.  There 
were lots of shavings, lots of fun, and lots of good com-
pany.  Oh, and I fired up my newest toy, a new Weber 
grill, to make up some hot dogs to go along with the chili, 
cheese, onions, potato salad, and baked beans.  So it’s 
not the gourmet meals I hear about down in San Leon, 
but no one seemed to mind that I had no idea what I was 
doing as grill master (trainee). 
 
Word is spreading and I don’t think it has too much to do 
with the sign I gave that fellow who stands at the intersec-
tion along the highway.  For those who can make it at-
tending one of the Open Shop Night events it’s a great 
way to meet some fellow members and their guests, do a 
bit of turning, chat, talking about wood, tools, projects, 
and get questions answered and help with turning related 
questions, problems, ideas, or whatever.  Since there is 
no set agenda and each location has its own “character” it 
seems the moving around month to month would be really 
cool.  Houston traffic might be just a slight hindrance to 
that concept though. 
 
If you’ve never attend one of the Open Shop Night events 
be sure to check it out.  If it’s been a while, try it again.  
And if you’re around the Cypress area on November 12th 
stop by for some celebration cake! 

Fact & Fiction about 
Spalted Wood 

By Dave Mueller 
 

While spalted wood has been used for centuries by wood 
turners, spalting was one of the least understood proc-
esses.  Spalting is a fungal process that only occurs in 
dead wood and will not attack healthy live trees.  Normally 
it takes about 8 weeks after the tree dies for it to appear 
and 12 weeks or more for it to become significant.  Histori-
cally, spalted wood availability was limited to harvesting 
dead trees which also contained some rotted or punky 
wood, making much of the wood a challenge for turning.  
In the last few years, scientific research on spalting fungi 
has resulted in a better understanding of how wood spalts 
and how the process can be more controlled.  Dr. Sara 
Robinson, a professor at Oregon State University Depart-
ment of Wood Science and Engineering, is a world expert 
on spalting and has conducted years of research on the 
fungi that cause it. 
 

There are three basic effects caused by spalting – zone 
lines, white rot and color.  Zone lines are typically thin 
black lines that form the irregular shapes we associate 
with spalting.  White rot starts out by bleaching regions of 
the wood and as it progresses in time is what causes the 
wood to become punky.  It is the white rot fungi interacting 
with one another that cause zone lines.  Finally, there are 
fungi that can create a number of different colors in the 
wood, of which blue is the most common, although red, 

pink, green and yellow also exist.  Figure 1 is spalted elm 
with zone lines.  Figure 2 is spalted sycamore with zone 
lines and a bleached zone on the top portion.  The 
bleached zone is not punky. 
 

There are many misconceptions of how wood spalts and 
the bullet points below are an attempt to address both the 
fact and fiction of spalting. 
 

Facts 

 Fungi that spalt wood have three basic forms – 
spores, fruiting bodies and mycelia. Spores are very 
small and are like the seeds of the fungus.  They are 
produced by the fruiting body, typically a mushroom, 
which develops on the surface of the wood in the lat-
ter stages of spalting, so if you see mushrooms, the 
wood will likely be very punky.  However, not all fungi 
make fruiting bodies, and most pigment fungi do not 
make fruiting bodies at all.  Mycelia are thread-like 
structures that penetrate the infected wood and cause 
the zone lines, white rot and color. 

Continued from page 3 

Fig. 1.  Spalted elm Fig. 2.  Spalted sycamore 
with bleached zone 

Continued on page 6 
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My Jimmy Clewes Experience 
By Pat Lloyd 

 
OK, since I took the bait on the forum I have been asked 
to write a brief on the class I took recently. I gladly do this 
for Andy to fill up the newsletter! 
 
So here is my take on The Jimmy Clewes Experience: 
Several times a year our club has a nationally known 
wood turner in for a Saturday demonstration and usually 
several days of classes that you can sign up for following 
the demo.  Being a member now for 5 or 6 years I’ve had 
the opportunity to attend the Saturday demo’s my sched-
ule permitting. This go-around I decided to in advance 
sign up for a class.  Yes it was on Monday and yes I took 
a day off from work.  I have to tell you Jimmy Clewes was 
worth it. 
 
Class was 
hosted at 
George’s 
shop in Cy-
press.  (By 
the way 
George has a 
really nicely 
appointed 
shop.)  The 
Monday class 
started at 
0800.  We 
turned a plat-
ter and a clam shell box.  Jimmy started the day off with a 
breakout session and how we were to approach turning 
the platter. The pace of the class was good for me.  
Throughout the process Jimmy would bring us to a stop-
ping point then have a breakout session then we moved 
on to the next phase of the project. This was broken down 
well and during our turning time Jimmy was very atten-
tive to the whole class.  He floated around the turning 
stations providing pointers on technique: how to hold the 

tool, what 
tools to use, 
different ways 
to sharpen 
tools, how to 
visualize the 
piece in front 
of you, sug-
gesting a bet-
ter choice 
maybe of a 
tool to get a 
certain result, 

tips on finishing (which I really need some more practice 
with).  If you missed the Saturday demo Jimmy is enter-
taining.  I read someone’s post that Jimmy turns as fast as 
he talks!  This is a true statement.  I turn what I feel like 
may be a little fast.  Jimmy stopped by my station to show 
me something and ramped up the speed about another 

800 rpm and said “There you go mate, now were turning!”  
I bumped it back juuuuust a little after he was done! 
 
The breakout 
sessions were 
informative. 
The skill level 
varied on 
Monday so 
the questions 
varied as well.  
I learned a 
great deal 
from the 
breakouts. I 
think Jimmy 
may have also picked up on a few things. He was always 
willing to listen and discuss, the old adage of teaching an 
old dog a new trick and there’s no such thing as a silly 
question.  Everyone in the class worked together, shared 
tools, supplies, jokes, knowledge, stories.  I got to meet 
some new club members, new to me anyway, and get 
better acquainted with some I already know. 
 
After attending one of these classes I can say it will not be 
my last.  During the year some of our own members out 
there submit 
their time to 
teach classes 
and I will now be 
taking advan-
tage of this op-
portunity as well.  
I’ve put my 
name on the 
wait list for the 
Christmas Orna-
ment class com-
ing up in No-
vember.  I learned more in 8 hours Monday than I could 
have in 8 days hacking away in my garage, well worth the 
time invested.  I’d like to take advantage of the Tuesday 
night get-togethers but so far my schedule just does not 
work out well for 
Tuesdays.  The 
GCWA provides 
many learning 
opportunities for 
turners of all skill 
levels.  This 
from what I 
gather is all 
done on their 
own time.  I 
have had to or-
ganize training 
classes for different companies I have worked for and 
even the easy ones take a tremendous amount of your 
time to do so.  Thank you Doug Grissom for bringing 
Jimmy Clewes to the GCWA and George Kabacinski for 
hosting the classes. 
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 Fungi need moisture to live and propagate.  Moisture 
content in wood of less than about 30% will generally 
inhibit spalting and fungal growth.  Wood that has 
dried to less than 15% for at least two weeks has no 
ability to continue to spalt and contains no live fungi 
other than the surface environmental spore contami-
nation present on any dried wood. 

 Fungus and mold spores are everywhere and we 
breathe them every day.  If you leave a sterile agar 
Petri dish open to the ambient air for a few minutes 
and then incubate it, you will find many mold and 
fungi colonies growing in the media.  In fact, when 
inoculating an agar Petri dish to propagate a specific 
fungus, great care must be taken to prevent contami-
nation from ambient spores. 

 Since mushrooms and spores are produced on the 
surface, generally no spores are found in the bulk of 
the wood, resulting in minimal release of spores when 
turning dried, spalted wood. 

 Zone lines are caused by two or more different fungi 
competing for territory (food) in the same piece of 
wood, and they protect these territories by establish-
ing the zone lines, which neither they nor their com-
petitors can cross. 

 Generally, fungi that create zone lines also cause 
white rot, however, establishing the zone lines is their 
first task. 

 White rot is the process that starts by bleaching the 
wood and subsequently begins to break it down and 
make it punky.  Therefore, bleached wood, if caught 
early enough, is generally not soft and punky and can 
be quite striking as shown in Figure 2. 

 All fungi, including the spores, can be killed by spray-
ing with 95% denatured alcohol.  This is also a good 
way to clean equipment used for controlled spalting in 
the shop. 

 Although all wood can spalt, not all woods spalt the 
same.  Texas woods that spalt well are sycamore and 
elm. 
 

Fiction 

 Spalted wood is dangerous to turn. Truth – all known 
spalting fungi are not pathogenic to humans, although 
if someone is allergic to mold they will likely be aller-
gic to spalting spores. Well dried spalted wood is no 
more dangerous than a non-spalted wood.  However, 
always wear a NIOSH N95 rated dust mask when 
turning any wood. 

 Spalting can be enhanced by using mixtures of beer, 
coke, sugar, urine or most other internet recipes.  
Truth – these concoctions may inhibit fungal growth or 
focus growth on the surface where sugar content is 
higher and more easily digested than the naturally 
occurring wood sugars. Do not use them. 

 Spalting is a mystical, black art and cannot be done 
under controlled conditions.  Truth - Dr. Robinson rou-

tinely spalts wood in the lab.  However, it does require 
some resources and care to prevent ambient spores 
from competing with some of the weaker propagated 
fungi used for controlled spalting. 

 Spalting takes many months or years to occur.  Truth 
– decent zone line spalting should take about 12 
weeks under ideal conditions and can result in punky 
wood if continued too long. 
 

Spalting Your Own Wood 
There are two basic ways to spalt green wood – con-
trolled spalting using known, propagated fungal species or 
spalting under conditions that optimize the natural proc-
ess using ambient fungi.  Since controlled spalting is be-
yond the limits of this short description, the method below 
will provide the best conditions to create spalting without 
rot, using a minimum of equipment and time. 
1. Select wet, freshly cut logs, halves or quarters (with 

bark) about 16” – 24” long.  Cut an additional 4 – 6 
smaller pieces from the same wood to use as test 
pieces. 

2. Place the wood and test pieces in a plastic tote and 
pour a cup of water (preferably rain water or tap water 
that has been microwaved to eliminate the chlorine) in 
the bottom of the tote.  You can also use vermiculite 
from your garden store in the bottom to help maintain 
the humidity.  The goal is to keep the humidity >50% 
at all times. 

3. Close the top and store in a dark location where the 
temperatures preferably stays above 70°F. 

4. If the wood becomes covered with a slimy, black film 
and starts to smell like a wet dog, things are progress-
ing correctly. This is a combina-
tion of opportunistic slime, mold 
and who knows what, that will 
almost always occur. See Figure 
3. 

5. Over the next 8 weeks periodi-
cally check to ensure that there is 
liquid in the bottom of the tub so 
that humidity is maintained. 

6. After 8 weeks, take a test piece 
out, wash off the black mold and 
spray with alcohol. Cut the piece 
in half to see if the spalting has 
progressed to the desired level and that no rot has 
occurred.  If more spalting is desired, let the process 
continue for another couple of weeks and test again.  
Stop if punky rot starts to appear.  Bleaching is good, 
rot is not. 

7. When the spalting is done, empty the tub and clean 
with soap and water and then spray with alcohol and 
let dry.  Wash the wood with a hose, remove the bark 
and cut into desired turning blocks, removing the pith. 
Spray with alcohol and dry using your favorite 
method. 
 

Thanks and credit to Dr. Sara Robinson for her class, 
publications and research advancing the understanding of 
spalting wood. More information on her work can be found 
at www.northernspalting.com.  

Continued from page 4, Spalted Wood 

Fig. 3.  Spalting tote 
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Burn, Baby Burn 
By Delia Spicer 

 
The first Saturday this month six of us attended the Pyro-
graphy class taught by Janice Levi.  For those of you who 
aren't that familiar of the term pyrography, its basically 
burning patterns into wood and can be used to enhance 
turned pieces.  As I 
found out in this 
"basics" class it 
takes time, a lot of 
practice and an eye 
for detail to become 
as advanced as 
Janice and the 
other skilled wood 
burners in our club. 
 
We started off the day going over the wood burning equip-
ment, such as the different types of burners and burning 
tips.  Janice brought out everything from a soldering iron 
to a converted battery 
charger that could be 
used to burn wood (and 
no, we didn't cover fire-
places as wood burn-
ers).  Of course, for the 
type of burning she's 
doing Janice prefers 
wood burner such as 
the Detail Master, Ra-
zortip, or Colwood 
wood burner. 
 
When she talked about burning tips, Janice explained 
how each one could be used for specific purposes but we 
would need to test that ourselves. 
 
So, we began trying out the different tips on a piece of 
plywood.  I found out that birch, for instance, doesn't re-
spond well to a small pen tip.  Every time I tried to burn a 
straight line on the board there would be a dot at the be-
ginning and end of the line. When I changed out the burn-
ing tip the straight line was then no problem. 
 
Then things began to heat up, literally.  As some people 
were practicing their burning techniques smoke began to 
rise from their wood   To Janice, smoke means that 
you've "fired up" your burner too high.  So she directed 
them to turn down the heat and the smoke disappeared. 
 
After getting the swing of using different tips and practic-
ing making lines, curves and other shapes we were all 
given the choice of patterns to use for our first burning.  
Between the six of us, the flower, tree, and boat patterns 
were chosen.  I decided to do a boat pattern. 
 
We each copied the pattern onto our boards using #2 
pencils and graphite paper.  Janice showed us different 
methods for copying patterns as well as copying the out-

lines of leaves, which she had a collection of.  I went 
ahead and copied the outline of the boat and the scene, 
though not every detail. 
 
When it comes to copy-
ing it's good to copy a 
certain amount of de-
tails, but not every de-
tail such as shadows.  
As Janice explained 
and we discovered, 
when you have too 
many details in pencil 
then it might make it 
more challenging when 
you begin to burn and any shading you need to should be 
done strictly by the burner and not a combination of pencil 
marks and burn marks. 
 
Speaking of shading and shadows it was really interesting 
when Janice showed us how to use the shading tips to 
create shadow effects.  
When she demonstrated 
adding the shadow to 
one flower pattern and 
then showed us the 
same pattern without the 
shadow you could really 
see how the shading and 
shadowing gave the 
flowers depth. 
 
After working on our patterns the rest of the morning we 
took a break and then came back in the afternoon to burn 
a maple leaf pattern.  We used this piece for practicing 
coloring.  Apparently, there are several different types of 
materials that can be used for coloring burned pieces in-
cluding colored marker, colored pencils, stains, and 
paints. 
 
Though there are uses and possible challenges with each 
one, for our pieces we used acrylic paints.  We didn't paint 
these colors straight on to the piece since that would 
cover up much of the details, but instead diluted the paint 
with water and then applied it to the piece.  I did some 
blending of color and it definitely made the leaf look more 
realistic.  I also applied some stain to another leaf and 
really didn't notice a difference between the diluted paint 
and the stain. 
 
When I looked at my fellow students' work I noticed that 
everyone's pieces looked slightly different, even the color-
ing on the leaf pattern. 
 
At the end of the day we all had several takeaways from 
the class, the pieces we had worked on, increased skills 
and knowledge, an appreciation of what it takes to bring a 
burned piece of wood to life.  Thanks George for arrang-
ing this local class (and provided the class location) and 
Janice for sharing your time and talent with us. 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the August Meeting  

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except for January, May and October, all the 2013 
general meetings will be held at the Sosa Commu-
nity Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of 
Westview Dr 

 

October 19, 2013 ~ GCWA Annual picnic, Alexander 
Deussen Park at Lake Houston ~ 9:00AM - noon 

 

November 4, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

November 16, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

December 9, 2013 ~ Board Meeting 
 

December 21, 2013 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

January 6, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

January 18, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

February 6, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

February 18, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

March 3, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

March 15, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

April 7, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

April 19, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

May 5, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

May 17 — 18, 2014 ~ GCWA Spring retreat 

October Meeting 

October Meeting Program 

Fall Picnic 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Don Fluker - President 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

George Kabacinski - Vice President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney –Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Tommy Joe - Board Member 
(713) 723-2587 
tjoecaver@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Board Member 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Di-
rector 
(281) 358-8529 

 

John Van Domelen - Website Tech-
nical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Alexander Deussen Park, Shelter #1 
12303 Sonnier St, Houston, TX 77044 

 
See park layout on page 10 



Shelter #1
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Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Bill Berry 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2013 GCWA 




