
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Do you remember how it was when you started learning how 
to turn—the anticipation of going into your shop, the excite-
ment of putting a piece of wood on the lathe?  Regardless of 
what your skill level is now, improving it is important to your 
growth as a turner.  Well, have we got an opportunity for you!  
It will not be long before it is May and our Annual Retreat.  
For those of you who don’t know about the Retreat, GCWA 
brings in 70+ lathes and conducts hands-on classes taught 
by fellow club members.  It takes place at the Montgomery 
County Fairgrounds in a big air-conditioned building the 
weekend of our regular May meeting.  This is really an excel-
lent way to learn more about woodturning, improve your skills 
and keep that anticipation and excitement level high! 
 
George Kabacinski and I have begun work on planning the 
retreat and there are a couple articles in this newsletter that 
you NEED to read.  Listed below are some of the classes 
that we need instructors for. 
 
Natural Edge Bowls Small Platters Rolling Pens Shop Mallet 
Jewelry Coloring Scoops Finials 
Tool Handles Mini Hollowing Joiner Jig Stamp Box 
Air brushing Christmas ornaments Beginners 
Tract 
 
If you want to teach one of these classes please contact me, 
or George.  Also, if there is a class not listed that you would 
like included, or one you would like to teach, let us know so 
we can work on it.  By the way, this is not the whole list.  We 
already have several classes with instructors.  We also need 
some demonstrators. 
 
We need more than just instructors to have this retreat.  Look 
for the list of areas where volunteers will be needed on page 
6. 
 
Don’t forget that Greg will have end grain sealer in the park-
ing lot for sale at the February meeting.  Be sure to bring a 
container with a screw on lid.  If you bring one without a 
screw on lid, you could end up with sealer all over your vehi-
cle.  The cost will be $11 per gallon. 
 
The President’s Challenge this month is Empty Bowls.  
Bring a bowl for Empty Bowls and you will get 5 free raffle 
tickets for the first three bowls and one free ticket for each 
after the first 3.  So if you bring 5 bowls you will get a total of 
17 free tickets! 
 
The March meeting will be Alan Lacer’s demonstration at 
the Sosa Center and there is a new time for this.  The meet-
ing will start at 8:15 AM and end at 2:30 PM.  We have to be 

OUT of the center by 3:00 PM so we’ll need everyone’s help 
to clean up.  Alan will also be doing some local classes and 
there are some openings left (page 5).  Contact George 
Kabacinski for more info. 
 
It’s not easy to find a place for our annual picnic that holds a 
group our size.  Many thanks to Bill Berry for finding one for 
this year’s picnic on April 19, which will the held at Texas 
Avenue Park in Webster, TX.  Look for details and maps on 
the Calendar page of the club’s website.  Thanks again, Bill. 
 
The Raffle Queen has told me that she is planning on having 
another great raffle.  (They just keep getting better and bet-
ter, don’t they?)  Thanks again Linda and your crew for the 
great job you are doing. 
 
Is your calendar marked for March 28, 29 and 30?  If not, it 
should be.  That is when the Woodworking Tool Show will 
be back in town.  It will be at the Merrell Center in Katy.  
GCWA will have a booth there and if you are interested in 
helping, check with Greg Gonsalves before the show. 
 
Don’t forget about the Open Shop Night on the second 
Tuesday of every month.  This is when three of our members 
open their shops for us to gather and share our woodturning 
experiences with one another.  There is usually some turn-
ing, some talking and some eating.  For a location near you, 
check the Calendar on the GCWA website.  If there is not 
one near you, think about starting one. 
 
Our hearts and prayers go out to Ed Peine and his family for 
the loss of his dear wife, Jan.  There will be a Celebration of 
Life on Saturday, February 15th, at 3:00 PM, at Memorial 
Drive Presbyterian Church, 11612 Memorial Dr, at Blalock.  
Immediately following, there will be a reception in the Fellow-
ship Hall of the Church. 
 
Keep the chips flying 
 

Don Fluker 

February 2014 

GULF COAST 
WOODTURNER 

GCWA Web Site: 
http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

February Meeting 
February 15, 2014 

Sosa Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 
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From the Desk of 
the Raffle Queen 

By Linda Bohl 
 

We had a great raffle in January!  Roger Dauer, on home 
leave from working outside the U.S., was able to attend 
and purchased $50 worth of tickets.  This gave him 100 
tickets and he WON 6 items.  Some of those he donated 
back to the raffle.  Thanks Roger! 
 
The “first number” called, was that of Tommy Joe and he 
chose the tool, sckewchigouge donated by Ed Peine.  
Good choice Tommy Joe. 
 
Then the last number and the “WOW” prize 
was won by Jesse Kendall.  Jesse took Bill 
Berry’s hollowing class.  So we might get 
to see the Flute Master in action. 
 
There will be NO raffle in March, April or 
May.  We have Alan Lacer in town for a 
demo and classes.  I think George still has 
a few class openings.  Then there is the picnic in April and 
the retreat in May. 
 
The February WOW is a Rikon 8” slow speed grinder with 
60 and 120 grit wheels.   
Combine that with donations from Don Fluker, Ed Peine, 
Frank Campbell, Dave Barziza, and Roger Dauer.  We 
have Waterlox, sand paper, a cordless blower (to clean 
up around the lathe) a 4” tool rest, drive center, and more.  
You have to buy tickets to win.  Though we have several 

ways to get FREE tickets and they often are winning num-
bers. 
 

The Raffle Queen and her court have challenged the 
board members to turn bowls for “Empty Bowls”.  I felt like 
the challenge with 3 women, (one is not a turner but, her 
husband is) and two young ladies that can turn.  However, 
at this time, they do not have a lathe, and dad is going to 
borrow one to turn a few bowls.  There are 9 board mem-
bers.  So let’s see who can turn the most bowls for a wor-
thy cause.  Because someone just had to ask what the 
prize is---hopefully the winner will receive a nice ap-
plause.  GCWA has been a part of donating bowls for a 
number of years.  This year, we would like to donate more 
bowls than we had in the past.  Don gives a nice amount 
of FREE raffle tickets for those who donate bowls. 
 
We enjoy the raffle, and hope that you do as well.  When 
your number is called, act excited, and let us know you 
have WON.  The first number called gets their pick of any-
thing in the raffle with the exception of the “WOW” prize.  
That one goes to the last number called.  We appreciate 
donations.  Please have the wood ready for the lathe and 
something you would turn yourself, and things that are 
related to woodturning.  Thanks! 
 
We are saddened by the loss of Jan Peine, Ed’s wife.  If 
you had not met Jan, you really missed out.  She always 
had a smile to greet you, and kind words were expressed.  
Trust me she is looking down on Ed and the rest of us, 
protecting where she can.  A very special lady, she will be 
greatly missed. 
 
See you at the raffle! 

Woodturning Lessons:  Hands-on woodturning lessons 
are now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  
You pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  One-
way 2436 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates- 4 hour 
lesson for GCWA Members $70.00, non members $80.00, 
add a second person for: member $45.00, non-members 
$50.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 

will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE:  Nicaraguan cocobolo (approx 4000 BF).  
SIZES: Thickness ranges from 2/4 to 12/4; widths from 3" 
to 10"; lengths from 36" to 54". There are some shorts 
(24" and less) too.  One side has been planed.  Also,  
many 1.5" and 2" turning squares ranging in lengths from 
18" to 36", most are around 24".  The boards are $12/BF 
(regardless of thickness).  The turning squares are: 1.5" 
$3/LF, 2" $4/LF.  Contact Jim Thibaut (Beaumont) at 409-
932-5179, on weekends only. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

Tool Swap This Month 
By Bill Berry 

 
One of the popular activities of some of our meetings is a 
"Turning Tool Swap".  We are going to do it again at the 
February meeting.  Those of you who didn’t bring your 
“stuff,” to the last tool swap, get it all together, now that 
you know how it works.  If you have any wood, turning 

tools and turning sundries that you want to SELL or 
TRADE, please bring them to the meeting.  Start digging 
out all those seldom or never used items that are collect-
ing dust.  It could be just the tool someone else "needs".   
There will be tables set up to display all of your items.  
Please have all tools marked with your name and a 
price. 
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Board Feet 
 

By Lane Bradford 
 

Elections are getting close and 
the Nominating Committee has 
turned in their choices, now it is 
your turn to nominate someone 
or even yourself for the 2014 
Board.  I know it has been said 
before that we have “Russian 
Elections” because there are 
only enough names on the bal-
lot to fill the positions on the 
Board, no real competition.  
You can change all that if you 
truly want to by placing your name or some other willing 
member’s name on the ballot.  No one currently on the 
Board is automatically guaranteed to win re-election 
unless nobody runs against them.  If you want to make 
changes then you start by running for an office.  If you 
want to start with something other than a Board position 
then I have it on very good authority that there will be sev-
eral volunteer positions opening up also.  Any position 
you volunteer for you can always “un-volunteer” at any 
time.  We have positions to fill at our retreat, our picnic, 

SWAT and our general monthly meetings.  So it’s not like 
you have limited choices.  Our President, Don Fluker has 
even hinted at doubling the pay of our volunteers.  So 
that’s another zero added to your paycheck!  
 
The Board is working on the GCWA 2014 budget and cur-
rently it is less than $6 more than our actual 2013 ex-
penses.  So there is not extravagant and wasteful spend-
ing in there that we can see.  If, however, you have any 
suggestions, now is the time to tell a board member so 
that we can include them in our planning. 
 
Jan Peine, Ed’s sweet wife, passed away last Friday and 
our thoughts and prayers are with Ed.  Please sign the 
sympathy card for Ed that we will have at the meeting.  
There will be a celebration of Jan’s life at Memorial Drive 
Presbyterian Church.  This is scheduled for 3:00 p.m., 
February 15 (the afternoon of our February meeting).  
There will be a reception immediately afterwards. 
 
I will not be able to write the Board Feet column for next 
months newsletter because I will be out of the country but 
if anyone else would like to send in something to our 
newsletter editor in its place I am sure he will not mind.  
You can email your article to Andy Chen 
(andychentx@gmail.com). 

February Program 
 

By Bill Berry 
 

We are honored to have Dr. 
Richard May, as guest pre-
senter for the February meet-
ing.  Rich is a retired physi-
cian, and lives in College Sta-
tion.  He is also an active 
member of the Brazos Valley 
Turners in the Bryan/College 
Station area.  Rich has been 
involved in woodworking for 
over forty years, and wood-
turning, for the past twenty five 
years.  Rich has used his 
woodturning skill to produce 
fine pieces of furniture.  Some 
of his furniture work involves utilizing inside/outside turned 

pieces.  An example of his 
work, in a “how to” article 
(Inside Out Candleholder) 
was published in the June 
2013 issue of American 
Woodturner, the AAW jour-
nal.  He will be sharing 
with us some of his skills 
and techniques. 

Time to Pay Your 2014 
Club Dues 

 

By Walter Mooney 
 

This is to re-
mind you that 
GCWA dues for 
2014 are now 
due.  For the 
small sum of 
$25 you can 
stay on the ac-
tive member-
ship roll, and 
continue to receive this newsletter automatically.  Also, 
you will be able to take advantage of the myriad benefits 
available to all GCWA members!  For your convenience, 
a table will be set up at the Sosa Center to collect dues.  
If you miss this month’s meeting, you can mail a check, 
payable to GCWA, to Walter Mooney, C/O GCWA, P.O. 
Box 800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  Please let us 
know if your address, phone number or email address 
has changed in the past year.  Membership dues must be 
paid before April 1, 2014 to remain an active 2014 mem-
ber.  Thanks in advance for your attention to this matter.  
See you at a future meeting. 
 
Always be safe when turning! 
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Help Wanted 
 

By George Kabacinski 
 
Each month GCWA pulls together a great meeting that 
requires a good deal of advance planning and a lot of ef-
fort.  It takes a lot of people to pull it off and we need a 
few volunteers to step up and help out.  When the same 
folks do the same work for long periods it is easy for them 
to get burned out.  So we need some “fresh blood”.  
Please review the needs below and volunteer where you 
can. 
 
A/V Crew Members – Resources are needed to setup, 
operate, disassemble, and re-pack the GCWA A/V equip-
ment for each of our meetings.  This is definitely a team 
and volunteers can serve for any portion of the work.  Ap-
ply by speaking with Lane Bradford, Tom Irven, or a board 
member. 
 
Unloading/Loading Crew members – When the trailer 
arrives and the doors open we need to get it unpacked 
and moved into the building for setup.  At the end of the 
meeting it all needs to get back into the trailer for safe and 

secure transport back to the storage lot.  If you can help 
please contact a board member. 
 
Driver(s) – This requires someone with a pickup truck (or 
other suitable vehicle) with a hitch to retrieve the club 
trailer and bring it to the meeting and then return it after-
wards.  Experience in towing a trailer and parking it (in a 
fairly wide open area) would be a plus.  Apply by speaking 
with a board member. 
 
Refreshments Crew Members – Someone to handle the 
cold drinks for our general meetings.  This involves pur-
chasing (at the clubs expense, of course) and keeping the 
inventory and coolers, picking up ice and having cold 
drinks available for the general meetings and special 
meetings like the upcoming Demo Day with Alan Lacer. 
 
Each of these opportunities can be shared with multiple 
volunteers including advance scheduling so that no one 
person has to do the job for every meeting.  But they all 
need to be done for each meeting.  This is your opportu-
nity to get involved and make things happen.  Without 
volunteers we’d all be sitting around in an empty room 
staring at each other!! 

Crotch Turning Class with 
Don Fluker 

 

By Ric Taylor 
 
On Saturday, February 1st, 
George Kabacinski once 
again opened up his spa-
cious and well-equipped 
shop for the use of GCWA.  
This time it was for the 
Crotch Bowl Class that 
was taught by Don Fluker. 
 
The students were Doug Grissom, Esteban Churin, Dave 
Greenawalt, George Kabacinski and myself.  Everyone 
arrived early and we were greeted with donuts, coffee and 
soft drinks. 
 
Don provided the wood, and most of the pieces displayed 
some nice flame grain in the crotch.  The other pieces had 
some really nice color. 
 
The day began with Don demonstrating how he turns the 
bottom of the bowl and the wings that extend out from the 
bowl.  The real challenge in this project is turning the 
wings so that the outer edges are all the same thickness 
(or thinness), with the edges all having a consistent thick-
ness and the top and bottom surfaces all being parallel.  
Don showed us his techniques and the considerations 
that he uses to achieve that. 
 
The big caution on this project is the wings that are flying 
around and are not really visible at high rpm.  In this situa-

tion it is REALLY easy to do some damage to fingers or 
knuckles.  Fortunately I’m not aware of any injuries occur-
ring during the class. 
 
After Don’s demo we all moved to our mini-lathes and 
shaped the bowl bottoms and wings as we had been 
shown.  Then Don showed us how to reverse-mount the 
pieces and turn the inside of the bowl.  We all then did the 
same, turning the inside of the bowl using our usual bowl-
turning techniques. 
 
Don’s teaching meth-
ods are very laid-back 
and easy going.  The 
atmosphere for the 
entire day was very 
relaxed.  There was 
no pressure to rush 
through the project, 
and everyone man-
aged to complete at 
least one crotch bowl.  If this class becomes available 
again, I would encourage anyone to sign up. 
 
The Bonus Bucket 
 
We went to lunch at Firehouse Subs (locations throughout 
the Houston area).  The food was really good, but we dis-
covered the great buckets that they sell.  The restaurant 
stores their pickles in sturdy red five-gallon buckets.  The 
buckets have a carrying handle and a lid that seals closed 
tightly with an 0-ring seal. 
 
When the pickles are gone, they sell the buckets for 
$2.00.  That’s a helluva deal, and we bought several. 
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Hands-on with Alan Lacer 
 

By George Kabacinski 
 

Are you still waiting to register 
for Alan’s classes in March?  
Well, you’re cutting it pretty close 
and you could just be too late.  
We have an opening in the Sun-
day class – Getting Started Right.  
The Lidded Box class and both of 
the Skew classes are full.  But, 
do read on -- there may still be a 
chance for you. 
 

The Skew class wait list has con-
tinued to grow and with that a 
decision has been made to ADD ANOTHER SKEW 
CLASS!!!  The additional class will be Thursday, March 
20th.  With moving those on the wait list to the new class 
we ONLY HAVE TWO MORE OPEN SLOTS!  So, if you 
have any intention of getting into a Skew class with Alan 
while he’s in Houston you may want to get your check-
books out and start writing a check for the registration. 
 
Summary: 

Getting Started Right – you can still register!  But 
don’t wait any longer as this class will fill up soon. 

Skew – Monday – class is full. 
Boxes – Tuesday – get your name on the wait list! 
Skew – Wednesday – class is full. 
Skew – Thursday – two openings and then we start a 

new wait list for the Skew classes. 
 

Here’s the list of who is registered for each class.  IF you 
think you have registered and do not see your name be-
low please contact me as soon as possible! 

  

For additional details on any of these classes please refer 
back to the December or January newsletters. 
 

Also, please remember that you must be a GCWA mem-
ber to participate in these classes.  So if you haven’t al-
ready renewed for 2014 please get that done ahead of 
time to avoid losing your slot in class. 

Getting Started Right –  
Sunday 

Skew – Monday 

Paul Remmele Shawn Pachlhofer 
Lissa Douglas Walter Mooney 
Joe Burton Jerry Tauber 
Ron Day Robert Hodge 
Jesse Kendall John McCaskill 
(Open Slot) Clyde Collier 

    

Making Lidded Boxes – 
Tuesday 

Skew – Wednesday 

Ric Taylor John King 
Derek Powers Mike Gann 
Bill Pittman Joe Burton 
Doug Cheves Ric Taylor 
Jesse Kendall Mike Mastrangelo 
Reggie Keith Peter Miao 
George Kabacinski 
(wait list) 

  

    

  Skew – Thursday 
  Derek Powers 
  Ben Ball 
  Buz Peine 
  George Kabacinski 

Open Shop Night in 
Montgomery 

By Lane Bradford 
 
It’s a growing event!  The GCWA is such an active club 
and woodturners in general LOVE to teach and show off 
their skills.  It’s no wonder that each month there are new 
faces at the three Second Tuesday Open Shop Night for 
GCWA members and their guest!  Check the Website for 
times and locations, but in general they all start around 
6:30 (ish) and go till 9 or 10 in the evening.  Some loca-
tions have food or snacks.  Others have opted to forgo the 
food for more turning and talking of turning.  In Montgom-
ery we are experimenting with various ways to rough out 
green logs for bowls because we have an abundance of 
green wood available, thanks to some recent storms.  
Have you ever tried an ELIO drive?  We have and we 
have found it very satisfactory on rough and uneven logs.  
We have also experimented with several different rough-
ing gouges and bowl gouges.  It’s all about the learning 
experience.  The Open Shop Nights do the things that 

there is not time to do at a general meeting or too many 
people around to do a decent presentation.  It’s also a 
great place to test someone’s new tool out before you 
jump in and buy one for yourself or to simply learn how to 
use or sharpen a new tool.  None of these things can be 
done at our monthly general meetings.  Want to learn how 
to cut up a green log for turning?  Bring it to an Open 
Shop near you and someone there will have some ideas 
you can kick around.  Looking at buying a new tool or 
even a lathe or band saw?  Ask those attending an Open 
Shop Night, but be ready for both sides of the story.  I 
know a lot of you attend our annual retreat, and you enjoy 
the classes you take there but did you know that many of 
those class instructors get their practice at an Open Shop 
night?  Many of you have Jet mini-lathes at home, but 
have you ever wondered what it’s like to turn on a larger 
lathe?  You can find these larger lathes at an Open Shop 
and I just bet they will allow you to turn something on it to 
get the “feel of it”. 
 
Bring a guest to the next Open Shop Night near you and 
join the fun! It’s unforgettable. 
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Retreat Resources Required 
 

By George Kabacinski 
 
Be a part of 
tradition and an 
on-going suc-
cess story.  
That is the an-
nual GCWA 
Retreat coming 
up in May.  
There are a 
number of slots that need to be filled to operate the event, 
both with forward planning and on-site.  Take a look at 
some of the roles that need to be staffed and find one (or 
more) where you’d like to help out.  The list is in no par-
ticular order so scan the entire list and see where you can 
help out.  Contact event co-chairs Don Fluker or George 
Kabacinski to sign up. 
 
Instructors – There are 25 hands on sessions plus a few 
demos.  And all the instructors come from within GCWA.  
So think about a class idea you’d like to teach and ring up 
Don or George to discuss the class or demo.  If you don’t 
know what you’d like to teach they have a long list of top-
ics! 
 
Raffle Ticket Sales – The raffle makes or breaks the event 
financially.  The registration fees alone do not cover the 
cost of the event.  Raffle ticket sales are important.  Sev-
eral folks to help out with the ticket sales are needed. 
 
Refreshments – Call it the Gathering of the Coolers if you 
wish.  Getting together coolers, ice, water, and sodas and 
keeping it supplied during the weekend.  It’s a thirsty 
crowd and keeping everyone hydrated is critical. 
 
Overnight Security – Each year several members stay in 
the building overnight -- sort of like camping ‘in’ - with a 
whole lot of lathes!  Alas, Jonathan calls for lights out by 
midnight so it’s not a 24 hour turn fest, but pretty close.  
Having a few members stay on-site eliminates the need 
for the club to hire security guards for the night.  You sup-
ply your one accommodation -- as in a sleeping bag/van 
or whatever. 
 
Unloading and Loading – Friday afternoon and evening 
are devoted to unloading a number of trailers, trucks, cars 
and donkey carts to get all the equipment and supplies 
ready to start up Saturday morning.  And then it all has to 
get reloaded Sunday afternoon for a safe trip home.  Op-
portunities abound. 
 
Friday Event Setup – As things are unloaded they need to 
be staged in the assigned (usually by Jonathan) area.  As 
each area is setup the equipment needs to be checked 
out to ensure everything is ready for the morning.  And 
then there are the signs, tables, chairs, and everything 
else that need to be setup. 

Instant Gallery – One or more folks are needed to coordi-
nate, setup, and monitor the Instant Gallery. 
 
On-site Registration – While many members do pre-
register some just don’t seem to get to it ahead of time.  
And there are the badges to be picked up, and questions 
answered about where the class areas are -- 100 people 
flowing through the front door on Saturday morning.  A 
few dedicated, friendly folks are needed to staff the regis-
tration area. 
 
Runner(s) – During setup on Friday and a bit on Saturday 
morning we sometimes find a need for something we 
don’t have on-site.  Typically this means a trip to a big box 
home center, Wal-Mart, or something similar.  Having one 
or two people at the ready is most helpful and it’s a pretty 
easy gig. 
 
Visitor Guides – Visitors are limited to the ‘public area’ to 
avoid issues with possible injury or interference with 
classes, etc.  Sometimes we need someone to escort a 
visitor around the event.  These may be people seriously 
considering joining the club or even a news crew.  Having 
someone designated for each session helps avoid disrup-
tion of classes to seek out someone to handle it. 
 
Public Area Staff – Visitors are generally limited to staying 
‘behind the ropes’, visiting the Instant Gallery and asking 
questions about woodturning and GCWA.  That all impor-
tant first impression – that’s the job here. 
 
Lathes – If you are planning to attend the event you 
should plan on bringing a lathe.  And since we know that 
not everyone who attends can bring a lathe we need 
members who are not even going to attend to lend their 
lathes for the event.  Each year we setup and use nearly 
80 lathes.  Tom Enloe is the equipment coordinator again 
this year.  Please contact Tom and let him know what 
lathe(s) you can loan for the event. 
 
Accessory Check Out – We’ve started to have a few 
‘loaner’ sets of lathe accessories available for check-out 
and use during the event.  A couple folks are needed to 
handle the check-out and check-in of these loaner sets. 
 
Building Cleanup – Our motto has always been cleaner 
when we leave than it was when we arrived.  And each 
year we get to come back again.  That’s partially because 
we do clean up after ourselves.  And we need a small 
crew with blowers to do the final clean out of the building 
Sunday afternoon. 
 
Site Thank You Gifts – We get a lot of support from Lone 
Star Convention Center staff including the electrician that 
sets up for our power needs and the people up front in the 
office.  We need a few, high quality Thank You gifts -- 
turnings, of course, as a symbol of our appreciation. 
 
Coffee & Donuts – It just wouldn’t be morning at a GCWA 
event without coffee and donuts.  Someone needs to be 
responsible for each.  This is one sure way to be popular! 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL JANUARY SHOW & TELL 

Judges: Clyde Collier and John Van Domelen 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – By Reed 
 

 

Spalted elm 
bowl 
 

3rd Place – Dale Barrack 
 

 
Elm bowl 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – John Schlobohn 
 

 

Cherry 
bowl 

Intermediate Category 

2nd Place – Peter Copeland 
 

Wenge/bubinga hol-
low form 

3rd Place – Mike Stahl 
 

 
Ash vase 

 

Enhanced Category 

 

1st Place – Andy Chen 
 

Curly maple hollow 
form with rosewood 
lid, cocobolo stand 

1st Place – Andy Chen 
 
 

Narra hollow 
vessel 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Place – Ben Ball 
 
 

Electric pepper 
mill w/built-in light 

Kit Category 
2nd Place – Doug Grissom 
 

Rosewood 
pen 

Judges 
 

Beginner Category 
1st Place – Estabon Churin 

 
Spalted oak 
bowl 

 

 

3rd Place – Ben Ball 
 

Bangles of 
spalted oak and 
Indian rosewood 

President’s Challenge (A Collaborative Piece)  
1st Place – Bill & Susan Lewis 

 
Box elder 
necklace 

2nd Place – Bill Berry & Linda Bohl 
 
 

Box elder bowl on 
an ebonized base 

3rd Place – John Weber & Kathy 
Cain 

 
Poplar box 

2nd Place – Linda Bohl 
 

 

Mahogany 
square bowl 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the January Meeting  

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except for January, May and October, all the 2013 
general meetings will be held at the Sosa Commu-
nity Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of 
Westview Dr 

 

February 15, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

March 3, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

March 15, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon, demonstrator, Alan Lacer 

 

March 28 – 30, 2014 ~ Woodworking Tool Show, 
Merrell Centre, Katy 

 

April 7, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

April 19, 2014 ~ Annual Picnic, Texas Avenue Park, 
Webster, TX ~ 9:00AM - noon 

 

May 5, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

May 17 — 18, 2014 ~ GCWA Spring Retreat 
 

June 9, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 13 — 15, 2014, AAW International Symposium, 
Phoenix, AZ 

 

June 21, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

July 7, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 19, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 4, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 16, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 22 - 24, 2014 ~ SWAT Annual Symposium, 
Waco Convention Center 

February Meeting 

February Meeting Program 

Inside-out Turning 
Richard May 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Don Fluker - President 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

George Kabacinski - Vice President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney –Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Tommy Joe - Board Member 
(713) 723-2587 
tjoecaver@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Board Member 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Di-
rector 
(281) 358-8529 

 

John Van Domelen - Website Tech-
nical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Sosa Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Bill Berry 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2013 GCWA 


