
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Bill Berry has found a new location for our annual picnic 
this year and it will be at the Texas Avenue Park located 
at 17070 Texas Avenue in Webster, Texas on Sat April 
19. You can check 
the website calen-
dar for a map.  We 
will begin at 9 AM 
and eat at noon.  
The club is furnish-
ing the BBQ and 
you are invited to 
bring the “fixins” 
per the following 
list based upon the 
first letter of your 
last name 
 

A to E - cold (non-alcoholic) drinks: water, diet and 
non-diet drinks already iced down. 

 

F to K - deserts: cakes, pies, cobblers, ICE CREAM 
(homemade or Blue Bell will work fine), cookies, 
etc.  Please pre slice the cakes and pies. 

 

L to P - beans, cut up veggies, sliced fruit, etc. 
 

Q to Z - salads: potato salad, coleslaw, garden salad, 
pasta, etc. with any dressings included. 

 
Please mark any serving utensils that you bring so that 
we can return them to you if they should get left behind. 
 
What would a woodturning picnic be without something 
being turned?  So we will need some help from you to 
turn some potatoes. 
 
We are also going to have another eggcup race.  Start 
practicing today! 
 
Empty Bowls.  Our goal for the Empty Bowls this year is 
150 and right now we only have 117.  I will be accepting 
bowls at the picnic and you will receive 5 free raffle tickets 
for each bowl you bring.  Since there will not be a raffle 
this month and the retreat raffle is separate, I will make a 
note of your name, and at the next regular meeting you 
attend I will give them to you.  These bowls must be fin-
ished and signed. 
 
There has not been a President’s Challenge in a while.  
So in June it will be miniatures.  Nothing over 2 inches 
high and 2 inches in diameter please. 
 

The election of GCWA Officers and Directors is this 
month and the results will be announced at the retreat.  
By now you should have received a Ballot sent to you via 
e-mail.  You can print it and bring it to the picnic, mail it or 
e-mail Ron Brewer at: 
 

8550 Easton Commons Dr. - Apt#4010 
Houston, TX  77095 
E-mail:  rb2whrider9836@sbcglobal.net 
 

Next month is the annual retreat and it will be in Conroe at 
the Montgomery Co. Fairgrounds again this year.  Retreat 
this, and retreat that!  Wonder what we are talking about?  
Every year on the 3rd weekend in May, our regular meet-
ing weekend, we go out to the Montgomery County Fair-
grounds in Conroe and conduct hands-on classes on Sat-
urday and Sunday taught by club our members.  There 
are classes for all skill levels and a special one on Satur-
day just for beginners.  Sunday is a half day and after 
lunch, we load up and clean up then have a great Raffle.  
Both days we have a catered lunch -- fried catfish one day 
and BBQ the other.  For members, it’s only $50 and non-
members it’s $75.  You cannot find a better deal any-
where. 
 
There is a class schedule with this newsletter (page 9) 
and a registration form that has to be brought to the picnic 
or mailed to Ben Gray.  It can not be e-mailed because 
the fee has to accompany the registration form in order to 
get your name added to the schedule.  I encourage you to 
register early.  First come first served. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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2013 is OVER! 
By George Kabacinski 

 

Like, yea!  But you wouldn’t know if from the number of 
GCWA members who have yet to pay their 2014 Dues!!  
They’re still living in 2013! 
 
OUR CLUB operates 
on a limited dollars for 
month-to-month opera-
tions.  The dues are low 
(compared to many 
other woodturning 
clubs) and we all get a 
lot out of the meeting 
demonstrations, show-and-tell, library, website, classes, 
national turners, public demonstrations, camaraderie and 
all the other activities and benefits of Gulf Coast Wood-
turners.  So it’s a bit of a surprise that so many members 
procrastinate about sending in their dues every year. 
 
As of April the non-renewing members’ Gold Galleries on 
the web site will be taken down (but they can be re-
stored!).  Along with that will be elimination of access to 

the club library (items checked-out are STILL due back), 
classes, the annual retreat, entry in the monthly show-
and-tell judging, and other the other member benefits. 
 
The club’s annual operating budget is developed and ap-
proved by the board at the start of the calendar year.  It is 
based on a projected level of paid memberships to fund 
club operations.  As the year progresses the budget has 
to be reviewed and decisions made based on how well we 
are meeting the revenue objectives which are greatly re-
lated to the number of paid members.  So please, renew 
now for 2014!  In fact, if you have a tendency towards pro-
crastination (as I do sometimes) consider sending in a 
check for multiple years.  Then you don’t have to worry 
about it for a while. 
 
If any of your contact information has changed please 
provide an updated membership form or send a note to 
Walter Mooney.  The membership application can be 
found on the website at http://
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/CLUBINFORMATION/
MembershipApplication/GCWA%20MEMBERSHIP%
20FORM%20January,%202013.pdf.  Please send your 
completed/updated membership form and check to 
GCWA, PO Box 800214, Houston, TX. 77280-0214. 

Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 
$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 

will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE:  Nicaraguan cocobolo (approx 4000 BF).  
SIZES: Thickness ranges from 2/4 to 12/4; widths from 3" 
to 10"; lengths from 36" to 54". There are some shorts 
(24" and less) too.  One side has been planed.  Also,  
many 1.5" and 2" turning squares ranging in lengths from 
18" to 36", most are around 24".  The boards are $12/BF 
(regardless of thickness).  The turning squares are: 1.5" 
$3/LF, 2" $4/LF.  Contact Jim Thibaut (Beaumont) at 409-
932-5179, on weekends only. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

 
Last year everyone that brought a lathe did not have to 
furnish the live centers or drive centers.  Each participant 
was responsible for bringing his own live center, drive 
center and chuck.  There was a problem with that be-
cause not all the live centers were the same and that 
made it very difficult to remove some of them.  This year 
when you bring your lathe, please bring the live and drive 
centers and knock-out bar that go with that lathe.  
PLEASE label any tools or equipment you bring to the 
retreat.  You should still bring a chuck that fits a mini lathe 
for you to use in the classes that you take.  The spindle 
thread is 1”x 8 TPI. If you don’t have one there will be 
some that you can check out. 

 
Let’s not forget about 2nd Tuesdays.  The second Tues-
day of every month there are three of our turners that 
open their shops for our members to gather and talk turn-
ing and even do some turning.  You can check out the 
website calendar to find one close to you.  This is a great 
place especially for those of you that are new to turning to 
visit and learn. 
 
Keep the chips fly. 
 
See you at the Picnic. 
 
 

Don Fluker 

Continued from page 1 
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Board Feet 
 

By Lane Bradford 
 

Talk about a fast but disappointing Board meeting this 
month!  Due to a number of issues, personnel illnesses, 
family illnesses, job requirements and the like, we didn't 
have a quorum.  We could not vote on issues but that did-
n't stop us from planning and discussing the issues we 
had at hand.  We've set ourselves up for a few challenges 
in the next few months.  This month we have scheduled 
our annual Picnic, normally held later in the year, and 
failed to take note that it is on the same weekend as 
Easter.  Since it involves reserving a local park and a cov-
ered pavilion it's too late to make any changes.  This 
probably means that the turn-out for the picnic will be less 
than our normal which equates to more food for those that 
can attend.  If you have family coming in for the holiday 
please give some consideration to bringing them with you 
to our picnic. 
 
The annual Woodworkers Show has been canceled at the 
last minute due to issues with the venue in Katy.  This will 
be the second year in a row that Houston has been with-
out this show, but more importantly this event is where 
GCWA gets a huge boost in new member applications.  
We are struggling to attract new members without the club 
visibility this show gives us.  If you have any suggestions 
on what we can do to attract new members via an event 
or something similar let someone on the Board 
know...PLEASE! 
 
The Spring Retreat is next month so get your tools sharp-
ened, find the stuff you want to trade or sell and pack up 
your mini-lathe.  Don and George are still looking for a 
few more Instructors or demonstrators.  So if you are 
asked please don't turn them down and if you are not 
asked please tell them you want to do it!  Remember that 
class registration is based upon a first-come first-served 
basis and your registration is not complete until you pay 
your money.  Spots are not held for anyone.  Speaking of 

the Retreat classes, I have been asked to teach a class 
on the Joyner Off-center Jig, but to have a successful 
class I need to borrow 6 of these jigs from our members.  
If you have one and I can borrow for the Retreat please 
contact me.  I have also posted this request on our FO-
RUM.  I know the Retreat classes are good, but the big 
draw for the retreat is the raffle and this years raffle prom-
ises to equal or surpass those of the past.  Rumor is that 
there may be a new mini-lathe in the raffle, but even if 
there isn't there will be plenty of other great items that will 
have everyone wishing they had more raffle tickets. 
 
SWAT is coming up in August and as in the past it will be 
in Waco again this year.  Strangely they did drop the dis-
count for early registration this year.  I am not sure that 
was a wise move especially if you are trying to arrange 
meal catering for almost a thousand people. 
 
You should receive an election ballot for the new Board of 
Directors for GCWA in a separate e-mail soon.  Two 
Board members, Tommy Joe and Thomas Irven have 
chosen to take a break from the Board for a while.  So 
you have two new names on the ballot along with the 
names of the current Board Members.  There is also a 
place for write-ins.  Last year something less than 50 peo-
ple voted in a club of almost 200.  As in any and all elec-
tions, this is your opportunity to voice your opinion by vot-
ing someone else in.  It's now in your hands to make any 
changes you want.  Print out your ballot and turn in your 
completed ballot at the Picnic or snail mail it to the ad-
dress given or if Andy Chen can work his magic again you 
may even be able to vote via an interactive electronic bal-
lot. 
 
Also, in this newsletter there will be a Retreat Registration 
and information on the classes and the class schedules.  
Be sure to PRINT out this form, fill out the information 
about your classes and skill level and turn it in or mail it in 
ALONG with your registration check.  Remember you are 
not registered until you pay. 

GCWA: A Featured Artist for 
the Empty Bowls Project 

 

By Thomas Irven 
 
The GCWA has been asked, and the Board has accepted 
this invitation, to be one of the featured artists in the 
Empty Bowls project this year.  This means that the bowls 
we produce will be in the front gallery at the HCCC during 
the Empty Bowls event on May 17, 2014.  By accepting to 
be one of the Featured Artists, our club is committed to 
making a minimum of 100 bowls for this event.  One hun-
dred fifty is our goal for this year’s event.  We have 
around 117 bowls so far and we need to step up our ef-
forts in this regard.  Keep in mind you receive free raffle 
tickets for each donated bowl for the Empty Bowls Pro-
ject, up to a maximum of 15 tickets per meeting. 
 

Because of this honor we need some volunteers from our 
club to attend and answer questions that the buyers have 
about our bowls.  This is in addition to the normal volun-
teers we need for demonstrating at this event.  If you are 
not going to the retreat this year and wish to volunteer to 
demonstrate or man the inside bowl gallery, please con-
tact me. 
Thomas Irven 713-666-6881 
thomasirven@sbcglobal.net 
 
Empty Bowls is an international grassroots effort to fight 
hunger. The concept was born in 1991 when a Michigan 
high school art class made bowls, served soup in the 
bowls to faculty and families for $15, donated the money 
to a local hunger-fighting organization, and surprised 
guests when they were told they could keep their bowls.  
Since then, Empty Bowls has spread across the United 
States and even into many other countries.  The event 

Continued on page 6 



April 2014 - Page 4 

 

 

On Your Mark …… 
George Kabacinski 

 
Get ready, set, go!  To Conroe!  Yes, the 2014 GCWA 
Retreat is only weeks away.  The planning has been in 
the works for months.  The program is presented in other 
articles of this issue and registration is now open. 
 
Every year I hear of members who did not make it into a 
particular class they really wanted.  In most cases that’s 
just before, during, or after the retreat.  The common 
thread in all those conversations … they each waited too 
long to register.  So, if you see classes that you really 
want into get your checkbook out and get the registration 
in ASAP!  Classes are filled based on when the registra-
tion form and payment are received. 
 
Now, back to that Mark thing at the top of this article ….. 
please, please, please mark all your stuff!  I know it can 
be a pain and if you only plan to use your own stuff why 
bother?  Well, when you’re in a middle of a discussion 
and the thought comes to mind ‘I should just let [whoever] 
try out this great tool I have’ will you actually think about 
‘wow, I should have marked that with my name.’  And 
then you get distracted joining another conversation and 
then going over to another area to check out a new tech-
nique someone else has come up with.  Hours go by, now 
who was it that you loaned that tool to?  The other guy 
didn’t intend to walk off with your tool, but you disap-

peared and he really didn’t know your name.  Now it’s up 
to the Lost and Found Crew to step in and try to match 
that unmarked tool with its rightful owner.  A lot of times 
that happens at the end of the retreat as we all pack up 
on Sunday and wait for the Great Raffle to start.  But 
sometimes it’s not until you get home that you realize you 
don’t have the tool, and then you remember loaning it to 
… who was that again? 
 
Okay, that example is sort of stretched out a bit.  The 
point is it is really easy for things to get misdirected and 
totally unintentionally.  The best way to help avoid that is 
to have all your stuff marked.  This is particularly true of 
things you know others will be using like your lathe, lathe 
light, live center, tail center, knockout bar and the like.  
Oh, and you did bring an extension cord right?  Was it 
marked?  No?  But it was unique, right?  It was easy to 
identify because it was yellow, round cord, and had a fe-
male socket at one end and a male plug at the other.  
Hmm, yep, pretty unique and easy to know who it belongs 
to. 
 
Believe it or not, I actually spent two years trying to find 
the owner of a live center.  And yep, it did get back to its 
owner …. at least I think it was its owner …. someone 
finally claimed it.  Can you image how lost that live center 
felt all that time not being able to get back home and com-
fortably seated into its host lathe and making great pro-
jects?  Don’t let that happen to your stuff.   On your Mark  

Getting Started Right: 
A day with Alan Lacer 

By Joe Burton 
 
On Sunday, March 16 Alan Lacer 
presented an all-day class to six 
fortunate members of the Gulf 
Coast Woodturners Association 
(GCWA).  This was held at 
George Kabacinski’s shop in the 
Cypress area north of Houston.  
George enhanced the learning 
experience by donating available 
time in his beautiful shop which 
greatly contributed to a superb 
learning environment.  Thanks so 
much George.  Attendees in-
cluded Paul Remmele, Joe Bur-
ton, Ron Day, Jesse Kendall, Susan Lewis, Robin Pass-
more, and Scott Haddix.  While the class title would imply 
that this was a class for beginning turners, and beginners 
could certainly profit greatly from all the instruction in this 
class, there was also invaluable information for turners of 
all levels of experience. 
 
As those members of the GCWA who attended Alan’s 
demo for the Club on the preceding day can attest, Alan is 

an accomplished woodturner and demonstrator as well as 
a master teacher of woodturning.  This was equally evi-
dent as he began the hands-on instruction for our small 
group.  With a very low key and non-threatening and non-
intimidating style he rapidly accessed the learning objec-
tives and skill/experience level of each member of the 
group and proceeded to adapt his presentation and the 
nature of the workshop to the group itself. 
 
The lathe safety information that was given in this class 
was the best I have ever seen articulated in such a short 
and yet comprehensive manner.  Alan used as a basis of 
his discussion the Lathe Safety Guidelines of the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners but used numerous ex-
amples and points of emphasis from his own personal 
experience both as a woodturner and an expert witness in 
a number of personal liability and injury suits.  From a 
number of serious injury and even death examples he 
brought into focus the importance of properly securing 
wood with at least six strong sheet metal screws and 
heavy faceplates as well as the mounting of the work 
piece firmly between the headstock and tail stock particu-
larly in bowl turning.  He also emphasized the use of a full 
faceshield for bowl, vessel, or any turning involving 
chucks and faceplates.  He particularly addressed always 
checking that the lathe is set at a low speed before start-
ing the lathe and always developing the habit of rotating 

Continued on page 5 
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the lathe by hand with the handwheel on the headstock 
before turning the lathe on.  He also stressed the impor-
tance of the red zone or line of fire zone and ensuring that 
you stand away from that area and ensure no one else is 
in the area before turning on the lathe.  He addressed the 
importance of lathe design and safety stressing the loca-
tion of the on/off switch and possible pinch points on the 
lathe such as near the handwheel and that the adjust-
ments for the banjo and tool rest. 
 
Use of eye protection including goggles or safety glasses 
with side shields, avoiding long hair, loose clothing, and 
wear of rings or gloves while turning was discussed.  The 
hazards of fine particles from grinder and the dangers of 
wood dust were presented and Alan stated the impor-
tance of local exhaust ventilation with a dust collection 
system and use of a 95 M dust mask or respirator particu-
larly when working with dry wood or during sanding which 
can generate large amounts of dust. He talked both about 
the potential for irreversible lung damages from these 
dusts as well as allergic reactions to wood dusts particu-
larly from exotic woods, walnut, and western red cedar for 
some individuals.  He also addressed the fire hazards of 
grinding in a dusty envi-
ronment with the pres-
ence of shavings from 
woodturning and sponta-
neous combustion of 
rags or shop paper tow-
els used to apply certain 
finishes.  A handout of 
the Lathe Safety Guide-
lines is available at 
www.alanlacer.com and at http://woodturninglearn.net/
handouts/lathe_safety.html. 
 
Alan stressed the critical nature of learning to properly 
sharpen woodturning tools.  In fact he stated that the key 
impediment to learning woodturning was the failure of stu-
dents to be able to properly sharpen their tools based on 
his many years of instructing students to turn.  He recom-
mends using a slow speed grinder of 1725-1800 rpm and 
an 8 inch wheel to create the proper concave grind for two 
point honing.  He is a strong proponent of honing tools.  
He recommends a 46 grit wheel and a 60 or 80 grit wheel 
of either J or K hardness.  He states the Norton 3X 
wheels are a good value.  He divides sharpening into 
three steps: creating a profile/shape, creating the edge or 
burr by grinding, and lastly refining the edge by honing.  
Honing should be frequent during turning to maintain the 
cutting edge and should take no more than a minute.  If 
more than one minute of honing is required to get a sharp 
edge, it is time to re-dress edge of the tool at the grinder. 
 
Being able to recognize a sharp tool was both demon-
strated and each student was asked to access the sharp-
ness of a number of tools.  Alan states that “a glint or a 
reflection of light that sparkles from the edge of a cutting 
tool indicates that the tool is not sharp”.  If the edge can 

be seen then there is not a true cutting edge.  Alan also 
said that with experience one should learn by the way a 
tool is cutting if it is in need of honing or sharpening.  A 
specific point that Alan made that has a great deal of fas-
cination for me is that learning the skills of sharpening are 
closely related and supportive of the development of skills 
as a woodturner.  Essentially sharpening involves placing 
a tool on a tool rest and it meeting a round object.  The 
cutting edge is manipulated to approach the round object 
or grinding wheel in sharpening and thus those lessons 
learned in sharpening also transfer to improve the wood-
turning skills themselves.  It is a very interesting concept.  
This is one argument Alan uses to support learning to 
grind tools particularly spindle and bowl gouges in sharp-
ening without the use of jigs. 
 
Sharpening instruction progressed in a particular order of 
tools to enhance and build on the learning experience.  
Scrapers were first followed by parting tools, skews, 
roughing gouges, detail gouges and finally bowl gouges.  
The sharpening of each of these tools was addressed in 
detail by Alan.  The specifics of his approach in each tool 
are covered in detail at his website, including specific an-
gles of the shape and profile for each tool.  It gives two 
documents on progressive sharpening and an article dedi-
cated to sharpening the skew as well. 
 
Allan recommended that learning techniques and regular 
practice of spindle turning and particularly the importance 
of tool control were best learned first and that these skills 
would transfer and enhance bowl turning ability.  He 
started with the use of the roughing gouge in spindle 
work, then addressed the parting tool and scrapers.  He 
then addressed use of the skew for peeling and planning 
cuts.  Lastly he discussed spindle gouges and detail 
gouges and the bowl gouge.  He spent a significant 
amount of time talking about scraper use both in sharpen-
ing and turning.  He talked about the use of scrapers for 
the bottom of bowls and in the early transition zone but 
also using the scraper as a shear scraper by holding it at 
an angle rather than flat on the tool rest with the burr 
slightly below center as is the classic method of scraper 
use.  He stated that scrapers directly from the grinding 
wheel had a burr that was larger and more aggressive.  
For hard woods or some finishing cuts the result might be 
better if you hone away the burr and raise a burr with light 
pressure from a burnisher after dressing a scraper on a 
60 or 80 grit wheel. 
 
In his final remarks, Alan strongly reiterated that regular 
practice was essential to improve woodturning ability.  He 
gave two homework assignments which include making a 
weed pot of the Rude Osolnik style and turning a handle 
for an awl for which he provided a kit which included the 
metal shaft and brass ferrule.  He asked for a picture of 
these within 30 days.  I can’t imagine a better incentive to 
practice than to know that a master turner and teacher 
such as Alan Lacer would have the interest to look at the 
results achieved from practice.  Thanks to Alan for an in-
spired and inspirational day of learning.  I will be forever 
grateful. 
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builds on the symbolism of the empty bowls, a reminder of 
all the empty bowls belong to those in real need within our 
own community and around the world. 
 
Empty Bowls Houston was first implemented in 2005.  In 
its nine years, Empty Bowls Houston has raised more 
than $410,000, which has benefited the Houston Food 
Bank.  Ceramists, woodturners, and other craft artists, 
including several K-12 art programs and many area col-
leges, donate bowls.  Most of these are sold for $25, with 
larger and more decorative bowls going for $50 - $300.  In 
2012 and 2013 area artists and students provided more 
than 1800 bowls. 
 
In 2013, Houston’s Archway Gallery artists created 2-D 
and 3-D artworks and offered the works for sale via silent 
auction to benefit Empty Bowls. 
 

Whole Foods Market is the primary, or, Presenting Spon-
sor, and donates 5% of its sales on a Community Giving 
Day.  Whole Foods also provides soup, bread, and water 
for the lunch that is served to bowl purchasers.  Other 
sponsors for 2013 included cash donors SK E&C and Ce-
ramic Store plus in-kind donors GoodPop, Waste Man-
agement, and Culture Map. 
 
Houston’s Empty Bowls event is much like a mini craft 
festival, with the overarching theme of the bowl.  Demon-
strations by potters, woodturners, feltmakers, metals-
miths, polymer clay artists, and other artists educate and 
entertain, as does the live music. 
 
May 17, 2014, is the date for the next Empty Bowls Hous-
ton event.  This is the 10th anniversary, and thus a time to 
celebrate and recognize this milestone.  Among the activi-
ties that will be added is a curated invitational exhibition 
featuring ‘collectors bowls’ created around the theme of 
‘Ten.’ 

Fuller Craft Museum 
Acquires Sculpture by Houston 

Area Artist Jim Keller 
By Jim Keller 

 

Fuller Craft Museum announces the 
recent acquisition of Delahey by 
Houston area sculptor Jim Keller. 
This striking mesquite form is an ex-
ceptional compliment to Fuller Craft 
Museum’s strong collection of con-
temporary wood sculpture and a sign 
of its commitment to the promotion of 
the craft. Delahey is a striking piece 
from the artist’s Evolution of the 
Wheel series, a series that was artis-
tically motivated by the work of stone 

sculptor Jesus Moroles. Moroles’ work inspired an investi-
gation by Keller into the wheel form, and these projects 
have been formative in Keller’s exploration of negative 
space. 
 
Jim’s lifetime attraction to wood 
has led him on a journey as a 
carpenter, cabinetmaker, wood-
turner, and sculptor. After working 
for 42 years as a civil engineer, 
he is now a full-time artist out of 
his Foxfire Studios in Richmond, 
Texas. 
 
Jim Keller attended the Glassell School of Art at the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts, Houston and his work has been shown 
across the country.  2015 will see an exhibition of his 
wood, bronze and resin sculptures at the Brauer Museum 
of Art at Valparaiso University. 

First International 
Wood Culture Expo 

By Andy Chen 
 

At the AAW symposium in Tampa, FL last summer, I at-
tended a session on Turners Without Borders (TWB), an 
initiative by AAW to promote woodturning worldwide.  I 
was invited to join the committee that was spearheaded 
by the Australian turner/writer Terry Martin.  Shortly after 
Thanksgiving I got an e-mail from Terry asking if I would 
be available to demonstrate woodturning in China towards 
the end of March this year.  The International Wood Cul-
ture Society (IWCS) was sponsoring the first International 
Wood Culture Expo in Southern China in conjunction with 
the World Wood Day (March 21) celebration.  The pro-
gram would include presentations of research papers on 
wood, wood carving and woodturning demonstrations, 
student competition on furniture making and children’s 
program with a wood theme.  I was honored to be invited 

to join this adventure.  The woodturners on the team, be-
sides Terry Martin and 
myself included Bonnie 
Klein from Renton, 
Washington, Theo Hara-
lampou from Brisbane, 
Australia and Adam 
Doran from Ireland 
(photo right).  Jacques 
Vesery from Damaris-
cotta, Maine was there 
too, but as a wood 
carver. 
 
I left home at 5:00 a.m. on Tuesday, March 18 and arrived 
at the Xianyou hotel in Fujian province, China at 3:00 a.m. 
on Thursday, March 20, a full 33 hours later!  Bonnie and 
her husband Robert Purdy were actually on the same 
flights from San Francisco on.  So, the trip wasn’t too 

Continued from page 3 (Empty Bowls) 

Continued on page 7 

(L-R) Andy Chen, Adam Doran, 
Terry Martin, Bonnie Klein, Theo 
Haralampou, photo by Terry Martin 



April 2014 - Page 7 

 

 

lonely.  After a short 
“nap” and a quick break-
fast at the hotel, we 
were bused to the meet-
ing venue at 8:30.  Most 
carvers had arrived ear-
lier in the week and 
were already working on 
their projects.  We 
helped set up our wood-
turning tent with two VL 
150 lathes, two 8” bench 
grinders and a Tormek 
sharpener, all donated by Vicmarc.  Because we were all 
tired from not getting enough rest and our official duties 
did not begin until the next day, after watching the carvers 
for a while and checking out some sculptures on display, 
we went back to the hotel mid afternoon after having box 
lunch at the convention center. 
 
The opening ceremonies were in the morning of March 
21.  The organizers put 
on a great show, includ-
ing performances by lo-
cal school kids in cos-
tumes and some of the 
meeting participants 
playing wood musical 
instruments.  This was 
the first time that I saw 
Swiss Alpine horns in 
person and first time that 
I even heard of didgeri-
doo.  Awesome!  Our tent was front center after the tem-
porary stage for the opening ceremonies were removed.  
We had constant streams of people come and go watch-
ing us turn.  Xianyou is a major center for furniture manu-
facturing in China.  The local audiences are familiar with 
woodworking but few people have seen the type of wood-
turning we do.  It was encouraging to have people in the 
audience asking about the sandpaper grits.  The goblets 
and hollow forms I turned were popular items, but by far 
the most popular items were spin tops.  I had not planned 
on turning tops because 
the queen of spin tops, 
Bonnie Klein was there.  
However, due to popular 
demands, I started turn-
ing tops.  I must have 
mad a couple of dozens 
kids happy but as many 
unhappy because we ran 
out of time and wood.  
Some of the kids left cry-
ing without a spin top. 
 
Some of you probably read the recent article in American 
Woodturner by Terry Martin.  Some of the traditional turn-
ers mentioned in that article were invited to participate in 

the expo, demonstrating on 
their primitive “lathes”.  They 
are AWESOME!!  There is 
hardly any metal on their 
lathes!  They were equally 
impressed by what we can 
do with our modern equip-
ment.  It was a wonderful 
exchange. 
 
On the evening of March 21, we were treated with a ban-
quet at the only local 5-star hotel.  I don’t even know how 
many courses we had, must have been 16 or more.  The 
buses started shuttling us back to the hotels before the 
last of the desserts was served.  The banquet was ac-
companied by live performances of different flavors by 
some very talented musicians/dancers.  The next evening 
was spent at a local theater on a Chinese opera perform-
ance.  The international audience was just in awe at the 
elaborate costumes. 
 
What would a convention celebrating wood be without a 
tree-planting session?  After a beautiful closing ceremony 
that included an impromptu woodwind/percussion ensem-
ble performance of an international cast on the afternoon 
of the 24th we all went out to a hillside near the convention 
center and planted some rosewood trees and shrubs.  
Although it was tiring, it sure made me feel good about 
doing something for the environment. 
 
Our next stop was a special-education school in Zhejiang 
province.  The organizers hoped to bring some new skills 
to the curriculum.  The majority of the students are deaf/
mutes, so as some teachers.  It was just so heart-warming 
to see all the students 
and teachers so excited 
about our visit.  Some of 
the teachers were eager 
to learn and hopefully 
learned enough from our 
visit to be able to teach 
some basic turning skills.  
One of the lathes that we 
used at the expo was left at the school.  Who knows, 
maybe I’ll be back there some time in the future for a wor-
thy cause. 
 
The turners were dismissed after the school visit but many 
carvers/sculptors moved on to Shanghai and Beijing for 
more demonstration and sightseeing.  I took a bullet train 
ride to Shanghai for a side trip at a national park in Hunan 
province.  This is a UNESCO designated World Heritage 
Site where the background scenes for the move Avatar 
were shot.  It was an awesome 3-day trip. 
 
I was very fortunate to have had the opportunity to join 
such a distinguished group of artists from all over the 
world for this incredible, once-in-a-lifetime experience.  I 
think there were ~250 people from 43 countries at these 
events representing every continent.  The theme of the 
expo was “Harmony”.  I think they truly achieved that. 

Continued from page 6 

Chinese Traditional Crafts Center (No 
Photoshop, real blue skies, amazing!) 

Photo by John Butler (the bag piper) 

Photo by Terry Martin 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the March Meeting  

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor 



SPRING RETREAT 2014
Saturday Session

Demo Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hnds‐on
Demo A B C D F G H I J

9:00 Tom Sayer Ric Taylor Doug Davis Delbert Pond Tommy Joe Lane Bradford Scott Njaa Reggie Keith Janice Levi Fog Tanner &
Paul Milo

Making a Bowl from Basic Bowls Boxes Small Platters E‐Z Wood tools Joyner Jig Christmas  Weed Pots Jewelry
a Board Ornament BEGINNERS

$10 fee $3 fee
Intermed/Adv Intermediate Intermediate All Intermediate Intermediate Beginner Advanced

12:00
1:30 Peter Copeland George Kabacinski Dave Mueller Peter Miao Shawn Pachlhofer Randy Abramson Tom Enloe Tom Sayer Kia Muenzer
4:30 BEGINNERS

Segmenting Bottle Stopers  Jewelry‐Rings Shop Mallet Baby Rattles Euro Pen Long thin stemmed  Stamp Box Cabinet
goblet

$10 Fee $7 Fee $5 Fee $7 Fee $10 Fee
Beginner Advanced Intermediate Intermediate All Intermediate Intermediate Advanced

DEMO    After Dinner  Time TBD   Andy Chen ‐‐ Experience in China
Sunday Session

Demo Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Hands‐on Demo
1 A B C D F G H I                   J

9:00 Jesse Kendall Fog Tanner Rene Gonzalez Tom Irvin Andy Chen Paul Kendall Chuck Grahm Kai Muenzer John King Dave Mueller

Coring Ladles Kaliedoscope Turning spidies Miniature Hollow Natural Edge Bowls Pen Screwdriver Stainless Steel  Home made Raptor
Forms Ice cream scoop Sharpening Jigs

$1 fee $25 fee $5 fee $9 fee $5 fee $ fee
Intermediate Advanced Advanced Intermediate Intermediate Beginners Beginners Beginners

12:00
1:00
3:00
3:30 GO HOME

Beginners Intermediate Advanced Demonstrations ONLY

You can find a brief description of each class on the GCWA website

April 2014, page 9

Load UP and Cleanup

Raffel

LUNCH

LUNCH
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except for January, May and October, all the 2013 
general meetings will be held at the Sosa Commu-
nity Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of 
Westview Dr 

 

April 19, 2014 ~ Annual Picnic, Texas Avenue Park, 
Webster, TX ~ 9:00AM - noon 

 

May 5, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

May 17 — 18, 2014 ~ GCWA Spring Retreat 
 

June 9, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 13 — 15, 2014, AAW International Symposium, 
Phoenix, AZ 

 

June 21, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

July 7, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 19, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 4, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 16, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 22 - 24, 2014 ~ SWAT Annual Symposium, 
Waco Convention Center 

 

September 8, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

September 20, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

October 6, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

October 18, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

November 3, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

November 15, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

April Meeting 

April Meeting Program 

Picnic!!! 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Don Fluker - President 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

George Kabacinski - Vice President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney –Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Tommy Joe - Board Member 
(713) 723-2587 
tjoecaver@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Irven - Board Member 
(713) 666-6881 
trirven@sbcglobal.net 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Board Member 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Di-
rector 
(281) 358-8529 

 

John Van Domelen - Website Tech-
nical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Texas Avenue Park 
17070 Texas Avenue, Webster, TX 77598 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Bill Berry 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2013 GCWA 


