
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

The 2014 Annual Gulf Coast Woodturners Retreat is now 
history.  There were so many of you who helped make 
this year’s retreat a success and I would like to thank 
each one of you personally, but I know that I would proba-
bly miss someone.  So -- THANK YOU ALL. 
 
I am very serious when I say that I would like to hear, 
good or bad, what you thought about the Retreat.  If you 
don’t tell us what you think about it or give us some sug-
gestions on making it better, how can we do it better in 
the future?   Did you like the classes?  What classes 
would you like to see next year?  How was your instruc-
tor?  Did you learn anything?  These are just a few of the 
questions that we would like to know the answer to.  
Please send me an email, call me or tell a board member.  
You can find contact information for me and all of the 
board members on page 9 of this newsletter. 
 
We really need to give a big thanks to the two Woodcraft 
stores in Houston for their generous donation of a Jet mini 
lathe to the retreat raffle.  When you visit the North store 
at Hwy I-45 and FM 1960, look for Wendell Willoughby 
and at the South West store at 11707 S. Sam Houston 
Parkway W, Rick Bragg, and thank them.  They are the 
store managers and I am sure they would appreciate it.  
GCWA members also can get a 10% discount on some 
purchases from the local Woodcraft stores. 
 
The Retreat may be over for this year but your opportunity 
to learn about woodturning is not.  Three of our members 
open their shops on the second Tuesday of every month 
for Open Shop Night for members to gather and share 
woodturning experiences with one another.  There is usu-
ally some turning, some talking and some eating.  For a 
location near you, check the Calendar on the GCWA web-
site.  If there is not one near you, think about starting one.  
If you are interested in doing that talk to me, or a board 
member. 
 
I think that the President’s Challenge this month is some-
thing new.  It is going to be miniatures.  That means that 
no piece can be any larger than 2’’ tall or 2” wide, the 
smaller the better. 
 
June 13 through 15 is the AAW (American Association of 
Woodturners) annual symposium.  It is the biggest wood-
turning event in the country and it is in Phoenix, Arizona 
this year.  It is not too late for you to go if you want to.  

There are woodturners from all over the USA and the 
world who demonstrate.  Several members of our club will 
be attending and I hope that we will hear about their ex-
periences in next month’s newsletter. 
 
Along those lines, Waco, Texas is the home of S.W.A.T., 
the second biggest (but the fastest growing) woodturning 
event in the country and you can go to it August 22 
through 24.  There will be nationally and regionally known 
turners demonstrating there.  Check out their web site at 
swaturners.org for more info and start making plans to 
attend now.  You won’t regret it. 
 
Still looking for more ways to learn more about woodturn-
ing?  Check out the article by George Kabacinski on the 
local classes that the club offers (page 5).  These excel-
lent hands-on classes are by our members for our mem-
bers to advance your knowledge and skills. 
 
Hunger is always a concern for Houstonians and GCWA 
has for years done our part to help combat it by being a 
part of the Empty Bowls effort.  All the craft guilds in 
Houston make bowls that are sold to raise money for the 
Huston Food Bank, which helps feed the hungry.  This 
year I am very proud of GCWA’s donation of 131 bowls.  
It is now time to start again for next year and our goal is 
150.  In June you will receive 3 free raffle tickets for each 
of the first 5 bowls that you bring to the meeting.  That 
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means that if you bring 5 bowls you will get 15 tickets.  
Several of you did not get your free raffle tickets in March 
and April.  You can collect them from Doug Grissom at 
the June meeting, or from me later.  THANKS for your 
contribution.  I hope that you will help us again for 2015. 
 
Let The Chips Fly! 

 
 

Don Fluker 

Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 
$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 

multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE - Rikon model 70-050 VS 12" mini lathe.  Vari-
able speed within multiple belt ranges.  Like new condi-
tion.  The lathe was purchased in November, 2012 and 
put into service mid-2013.  It has been used at the Retreat 
and for GCWA classes and that's it.  Very little use.  Lathe 
includes standard drive spur, live center, knock-out bar, 
face plate and face plate wrench.  $ 225.00.  Contact 
George at cl23314@gmail.com 

FOR SALE - Jet 1014I mini lathe.  5 speed belt drive, like 
new condition.  This lathe has been used for GCWA 
classes and at the Retreat for a couple of years and that's 
it - so very light use.  Lathe includes standard spur drive, 
live center, face plate and knock-out bar.  $250.00.  Con-
tact George at cl23314@gmail.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

From the Desk of 
The Raffle Queen 

By Linda Bohl 
 

We have not had a GCWA Raffle in three months.  So we 
are ready to get back in the swing of things.  As usual we 
offer lots of ways to get FREE Raffle tickets!  Buy 50 get 
50 FREE = 100!  Buy 20 get 10 FREE = 30! We have oth-
ers but these are our best sellers.  Because we are be-
tween a few patriotic holidays, we will be offering a FREE 
raffle ticket if you wear something RED, WHITE, AND 
BLUE. 
 

We really have a number of donations this month.  Larry 
Wenner cleaned out his stash winnings from previous 
meetings.  Esteban Churin donated a nice piece of Brad-
ford pear.  Doug Grissom has a nice piece of “FOUND ON 
THE STREET” wood.  Dave Barziza has some nice 
ready-for-the-lathe wood.  Ed Piney has a skewchigouge.  
Rockler donated $20 gift cards. Craft Supplies not only 
has the gift certificates but also some Hut Crystal Coat.  
We really appreciate all the donations. 

 

Our “WOW” this month is a signed Alan Lacer, Skew 
($172) this is the good steal! 
 
The GCWA raffle offers 32 items and we are able to do 
these in 15 minutes.  We do not do any sell of tickets as a 
last call.  Get your tickets early.  When the demonstration 
ends we start the raffle. 
 
A special thinks to Georgene Huckeba, Diane Antone, 
Abby Gale and Anna Clara Powers for their help with the 
Raffle.  If it were not for their help I would not be able to 
have the efficient raffle that we enjoy.  Thanks ladies!  
And a special thanks to each of you that buy raffle tickets!  
We enjoy seeing each of you win something.  This is your 
raffle and if you have any suggestions there is always a 
pen and paper so that you can give us your suggestion. 
 
Please, take the time to put your name and the item on all 
donations.  We get busy, and do not want to forget any-
one that makes a donation.  Donations must be woodturn-
ing related, wood should be ready for the lathe.  Thanks 

Continued from page 1 Tool Swap This Month 
By Bill Berry 

 

One of the popular activities of some of our meetings is a 
"Turning Tool Swap".  We are going to do it again at the 
June meeting.  Those of you who didn’t bring your “stuff,” 
to the last tool swap, get it all together, now that you 
know how it works.  If you have any wood, turning tools 
and turning sundries that you want to SELL or TRADE, 
please bring them to the meeting.  Start digging out all 
those seldom or never used items that are collecting dust.  
It could be just the tool someone else "needs".   There 
will be tables set up to display all of your items.  Please 
have all tools marked with your name and a price. 
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The Luna Ford Award 
By Don Fluker 

 
This award is given to club members selected by the 
president.  The award was first presented in 2000 and is 
named for its first recipient, Luna Ford, a founding mem-
ber of the GCWA, who has helped countless others be-
come better turners. 
 
Selection is based on the recipients' contributions to ad-
vancing the club and to the art and craft of woodturning in 
the community at large.  While the club is fortunate to 
have many dedicated turners who volunteer countless 
hours to promoting woodturning in any given year, the 
individual who receives the annual Luna Ford award is 
selected for their significant contributions over multiple 
years. 
 
This year I had the honor of presenting the Luna Ford 
Award to Ed Peine, “In Recognition of His Unending 
Dedication by Sharing His Knowledge of Woodturning 
Skills with the Club Membership.”  It was a pleasure se-
lecting Ed for this award.  Ed has served on the board 
several times and many of you joined the club when he 
was in charge of membership.  He has opened his shop 
to countless members to share his vast knowledge of 
woodturning with them.  He has also contributed gener-
ously of his time, talent and resources at several retreats.  
So, please join me in congratulating Ed Peine as the well-
deserved recipient of this year’s Luna Ford Award! 
 

 
Don Fluker with Ed Peine, 2014 

 Luna Ford Award recipient 
 
A post script:  In announcing the recipient of this year’s 
award at the Spring Retreat, I’d like to acknowledge an 
oversight—I failed to recognize the person for whom the 
award is named, Luna Ford, who was in attendance.  For 
that, I apologize!  Many club members would not still be 
turning today if it were not for Luna helping them.  I know 
from personal experience that I am a much better turner 
because of what he taught me.  Thanks, Luna! 

Dueling Spheres 
By Bill Berry 

 
The topic for 
the June pro-
gram is Turn-
ing Spheres.  
Turning a 
sphere either 
freehand or 
with a jig can 

be challenging, and it is also a good turning exercise.  
We all know what a sphere looks like, it’s a round ball 
shaped object.  Marty Kaminsky did a freehand sphere 
turning demo at one of our Second Tuesday events sev-
eral months ago, and now he will show all of us his tricks 
and techniques.  Then, there are some of us who are 
“sphere challenged” and for those of us in that cate-
gory, there are sphere turning jigs.  Greg Gonsalves, 
who excels in turning and making specialty tools, has 
built his own “jig” for turning spheres.  Greg will be shar-
ing with us some of the setup issues of a sphere jigs, and 
will also be turning a sphere.  Two skilled turners, making 
a sphere, using two different processes.  Come watch 
and give sphere turning a try. 

Members in News 
 

Hunter Malson 
 
Some of you might have noticed that Hunter signed up 
for classes at the retreat but he was absent.  He lost his 
father on the morning of May 17, the first day of the re-
treat.  Our condolences to Hunter and his family. 
 

Mike Stall 
 
Mike Stall was selected by the Empty Bowls 2014 Com-
mittee to make a Sponsor Bowl.  The Sponsor Bowl Mike 
is making will be a gift for the Houston Contemporary 
Craft Center from the Empty Bowls charity for the loan of 
the HCCC space for the Empty Bowls event on May 17th.  
Mike’s bowl will be put on display at the HCCC for some 
period of time.  Congratulations Mike. 
 

Janice Levi 
 
Limestone Medical Center Foundation presented Mary 
Helen Nance Campbell and her husband, Bailey with a 
beautiful mesquite bowl turned by Janice Levi for their 
donations of over $2,000,000.  Congratulations, Janice. 
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Board Feet 
 

By Lane Bradford 
 

I was on vacation and missed the June board meeting but 
I am sure that with two new board members that every-
thing went extremely smoothly. 
 
Probably one of the topics of discussion was how did the 
retreat go?  My own experience was extremely good.  In 
the one class that I taught, I think everyone completed the 
project and some even completed 2 or more of the pen-
dants using the Joyner Jig and the new software for creat-
ing designs on it.  In the past that has been a complaint 
from those attending the retreat.  They didn’t complete 
their projects at the Retreat and never got back to them 
when they returned home.  I know I certainly didn’t.  So 
this year Don and George urged us to get creative and do 
all we could to make our class projects easy enough to 
finish in the 3 hours allotted for them at the retreat.  Rene 
taught a class on making kaleidoscopes, which has been 
attempted in the past, and he was extremely creative in 
his approach.  Many of the simpler steps, glue-ups, drill-
ing and some sub assemblies, he completed for us and 
provided in a kit to class.  I didn’t get mine finished at the 
retreat but it was completed within an hour of arriving 
back home.  Using Rene’s methods I can make other ka-
leidoscopes, but it will take me some extra time because 
of the glue-ups and sub assemblies that Rene had done 

for us.  Great job Rene!  You taught us the basics and the 
various assembly methods you have used along with 
some key shortcuts you have developed. 
 
Hopefully you also felt like you learned something at the 
2014 Retreat.  If you have ANY suggestions for changes 
or would like to express your thanks for a particular class 
or instructor, please tell Don, George or any board mem-
ber or simply place a post on the GCWA Forum. 
 
Who’s missing?  We have almost 100 members who have 
not renewed their membership in 2014.  If you know any-
one who has stopped coming to our meetings, would you 
check in on them and see if they have a reason for drop-
ping out?  We have found recently that many people have 
not renewed their membership simply because they 
thought they had already paid it and they had missed our 
reminders to renew.  Shortly we will be calling all of our 
past members and inviting them to return to the GCWA.  
Our annual dues are more than reasonable for what you 
receive in return and even though they may have health 
issues that keep them from woodturning, we still need 
their knowledge and mentorship of the craft to assist our 
newer members. 
 
Enjoy your summer, stay cool and safe and remember to 
practice what you learned at the retreat.  SWAT is in Au-
gust.  So make your hotel reservations now before you 
forget. 

Thank You 
By Ed Peine 

If you were at the retreat you heard 
the shortest acceptance speech in the 
history of awards.  “Thank you” was all 
I could say.  I did not know I was a 
candidate.  I had given no thought to 
what words I should say.  Since then I 
have had some thoughts that I want to 
share with you. 
 
I had a lot of your help with every GCWA project that I 
undertook, I was never alone.  That is what makes GCWA 
so rewarding to me.  None of us should have to undertake 
any project alone - just ask for some help from one of 
your friends (or a stranger for that matter).  You will be 
pleasantly surprised that most will say “yes” and be happy 
to help.  The task gets done faster, better and is more fun. 
 
For example, several years ago I thought GCWA was 
slowing down its efforts to bring in national named turners 
for demos and classes.  I started a committee (here is 
where I get to thank some of those that help) Bill Berry, 
George Kabacinski, Bill Lewis, and Doug Grissom 
Jumped on to help on the committee. This committee has 
been responsible for bringing in Michelson, Ellsworth, 
Harwood, Lacer etc. It was fun and I have a hat to prove 
it.  Yes, it is work but the committee gets to spend lots of 
one-on-one time with these great national turners. 

 
Thanks to those that helped me on the membership com-
mittee - Dave, Linda, Jon, Barbara, Rich etc. and to 
Tommy for making all the laser membership badges.  And 
thanks to Walter Mooney for taking over as the chairman 
when I stepped down. 
 
One last example.  For years Derek made the coffee for 
every meeting.  Then I took over for 3 years, now Glenn is 
The Coffee Guy.  It is rare that any member ever told 
Derek, Glenn or me “Thanks for the coffee”, but our 
thanks is watching members go straight for the coffee and 
donuts at each meeting.  By the way Lane Bradford has 
brought the donuts for more years than I can remember 
so thanks Lane. 
 
My approach has always been that I take on a club pro-
ject because I want to see it done.  This gives me great 
personal satisfaction.  Rarely does the rank and file even 
know that I did it, much less say thanks.  Here is the point 
that I hope you take away.  My reward is that I see you 
enjoy my efforts.  So now you may understand that when I 
said “Thank You” I sincerely meant Thank You for the 
pleasure that I personally received working for and with 
you to make our club just a little better and a lot more fun. 
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Local Class Update 
By George Kabacinski 

 
Whew!  The Retreat is over and most of the ‘stuff’ I took to 
Conroe is back in the shop and some of it is unpacked.   
The lathes are setup for Open Shop Night which will have 
come and gone for June by the time you read this article, 
but there’s still a lot to be put back where it belongs.  
Even with all that going on the Local Class Program has 
continued to get some focus and we have a few dates to 
announce along with additional classes for 2014 / 2015.  
Yes, we’re already working on scheduling for 2015.  It’s 
hard to believe, but true we’re nearly half through 2014! 
 
Classes that we have dates for and are open for registra-
tion ….. 
 

July 26th – Fog Tanner will be teaching a Square 
Bowl class.  This class is best suited for interme-
diate and advanced turners.  Fog has a vast 
amount of knowledge and skill in turning and this 
is but one of the many projects he was perfected.  
Participants can expect a fun filled, informative, 
and challenging day of turning.  So start sharpen-
ing your bowl gouges and get a new refill in your 
best pen project to write the check for your regis-
tration now.   

August 30th – Fog Tanner will be at the helm again.  
This time he’ll be doing another session of his 
much requested Skew Magic class.  I’ve partici-
pated in this class once before and I still pick up 
one of the practice pieces from that class and 
admire the fact that all the cuts were done with a 
skew and there isn’t a catch to be seen on the 
piece.  Amazing.  At the Retreat I actually had 
someone walk up to me and try to stuff $35 in my 
hand with something like ‘I don’t care when Fog’s 
skew class is, just sign me up!”  Well I convinced 
him to take his cash and give me a check instead 
so that I’d at least remember who it was!  You can 
expect this class to fill up quickly.  Also, please 
note that this class is focused on skill and practice 
it’s not a big projects type of class, although there 
may be a few small projects resulting from the 
practice sessions.  So go over to where the paint 
cans are and dig out your skews to bring to this 
sought after class.   

September 6th – Tom Irven will be doing a box class.  
This will be a nice project for all levels of turners 
as Tom seems to adjust his teaching to the skill 
levels of the participants.  Tom is an expert at 
making boxes, simple to highly complex.  There is 
no doubt this class will be a winner.   

September 27th – Janice 
Levi will be doing an-
other session of her 
ever popular class, 
Pyrography 101.   I will 
be contacting those 
who were still on the 

wait list for her last session, then we’ll start new 
registrations.  Janice has done this class several 
times and each time we land up with more stu-
dents than class space.   

October 4th – Tom Irven will again be teaching.  This 
time it will be the Annual Ornament Class.  In the 
past we’ve been doing this class in early Novem-
ber.  But I’ve heard from some that November is 
too late to get started on a big batch of holiday 
ornaments for friends and family.  So we’re mov-
ing it up a month and we’ll see if that helps.  The 
project for this year is still being defined.  With 
Tom as the instructor the project is sure to be in-
teresting and unusual.  The holiday ornament 
class always fills up early, so if you want it don’t 
wait too long to send in your registration check! 

 
This is the time of year when things slow down for the 
GCWA Local Class program.  Why?  Well, we’ve spent a 
lot our time and efforts to get the 2014 Retreat organized 
and many of those who might teach in the Local Class 
program are working on their class(es) for the Retreat.  
Plus there was the Annual Picnic and elections for the 
Board of Directors and all sorts of things going on.   
 
At that same time we are looking to the rest of the year 
and what classes we can present as part of the Local 
Class program.  The following is a list of potential classes 
for the remainder of 2014.  Some may not actually come 
to pass and others may be added.  This is just to give you 
an idea of what’s in the works. 
 

Bill Lewis – A couple members have asked for more 
box classes.  Bill will be doing a three sided box 
using an offset center for turning.  I’ve seen boxes 
created by Bill using this technique and they’re 
pretty cool.  This will be a fall time class. 

Dave Mueller – Dave did a 
class at the Retreat on 
making rings with metal 
inserts.  We’ll be doing 
this, along with some re-
lated techniques, as a full 
day class.  Dave has 
some interesting and in-
novative ideas along with spectacular results.  
The details of the full day class are still being 
worked out along with setting a date.  So watch 
for more details to follow. 

Don Fluker – A few months back Don did a class on 
Turing a Crotch Bowl.  It was 
a great class and a number 
of members wanted in but 
class size was limited.  Don 
has amassed the wood re-
quired to do another session 
and as soon as he comes 
back down to earth from the 

Continued on page 6 
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AAW international symposium, we’ll get him to 
commit to a date for another Crotch Bowl Class. 

TBD – Several members suggested a bottle stopper 
class as one of the Local Class Program offer-
ings.  We’re working on it.  Hopefully we’ll have 
an instructor committed and a class date to pub-
lish in the July newsletter. 

TBD – Carbide tools are all the rage in turning these 
days.  It’s hard to pick up a turning related maga-
zine and not see an ad or article about another 
company introducing yet another carbide tip tool.  
The simple carbide tools are fairly easy to make 
and this class will be about the do’s and don’ts of 
making your own carbide tools.  The details are 

still being worked out so watch for more informa-
tion in the July newsletter. 

 
Well, it looks to be a busy summer / fall with all the 
classes we have lined up.  And with still more in the works 
this could be a record year for the number of class offer-
ings in the GCWA Local Class Program.  With the regis-
tration fee of only $35 these classes are a great value and 
make for a fun day of turning and learning. 
 
As always, if you have an idea for a class, would like to 
lead a class, or have someone you’d like to have lead a 
class please contact George Kabacinski 
(cl23314@gmail.com) with your ideas. 
 

So, What Do You Really 
Think? 

By George Kabbacinski 
 
I’m writing this as I wait on dinner to finish cooking on 
Sunday of the Retreat.  The trailer and van are unpacked.  
I had lots of help with Ron Brewer, Michael Breland, Scott 
Haddix, and Jesse Kendal all at the house by the time I 
pulled in the driveway.  It may be some time before I get 
everything unpacked and (sort of) put where it all belongs.  
I can’t dilly-dally around too long because the June Open 
Shop will be here before I know it! 
 
As I was driving home I thought about this year’s Retreat.  
What I liked and why, and what I see as potential im-
provements and why.  I thought about the question – is 
the level of effort worth what I get out of being there.  Get-
ting everything packed up, loaded (with the help of Dave 
Mausolf and Troy McLaughlin this year), transported, re-
packed (and I use that term loosely), transported home, 
unpacked, and then redeployed in the shop.  It’s no small 
feat for the amount of ‘stuff’ I carry out to the Retreat.  
That pretty much covers the level of effort, aside from 
helping Don Fluker a wee bit with organization and execu-
tion. 
 
On the other hand there are the benefits I derive from my 
participation.  I get to hang out with some of the best peo-
ple in the area for one.  I learn a lot whether I’m taking a 
class, leading (again, using a term loosely here) a class, 
watching a demo or just chatting with folks in the extra 
hours.  I really enjoy it when I teach a class.  I like to 
share the small amount of woodturning knowledge and 
experience I have as it gives me an opportunity to poten-
tially help others along in the journey to building wood-
turning skills.  Heaven knows I’ve learned a great deal 
from club members since I joined GCWA around a dec-
ade ago.  Has it really been that long, already?  And of 
course, there’s all the great snacks that everyone brings 
(and especially the fantastic cookies from Judy Enloe) 
and the lunches that I also enjoy – plus the leftover catfish 

which I do so enjoy.  And I’d not be able to count the 
benefits without a node to the huge raffle.  I have to say 
there were a couple times I felt a bit embarrassed for the 
amount of stuff I was winner.  Ah, but a good deal of it will 
come back to the club over time, in one way or another.  I 
really see the raffle ticket purchases I make as sort of a 
contribution – if I win great, and if not (and yes, there are 
times that happens) that’s fine too.  It goes to a good 
cause – us. 
 
In the balance I feel that I get more out of the Retreat than 
I put into it.  And it’s a ‘no brainer’ for me when it comes to 
making a decision on whether to participate.  Sure, there 
are times I get a bit frustrated when things don’t go as I 
think they could or should.  And sometimes I get pretty 
tired out during the weekend.  But I really feel it’s an 
honor to be part of the organization and I really enjoy be-
ing with the fine people of GCWA.  I put some effort into it, 
and I get a lot more back from that effort than I ever put 
in, no matter how much I try to give back in service. 
 
Are there things I think we should or maybe could do dif-
ferently, or even better.  Yep.  But I’m not going to go into 
any of that here.  I’ll provide that input to Don Fluker and 
board.  And that gets me back to the title of this article.  
What do YOU really think?  If you didn’t attend the Re-
treat for some reason, is it something that would be in the 
control of GCWA?  If so, what kept you away?  If you did 
attend, what did you like and prefer that it stays the same 
in future years, and what do you think should be done 
differently, how, and why?  Before the event gets too far 
behind in your memory and you’re flying off to Phoenix for 
the AAW Symposium, please take a few minutes to jot 
down your thoughts and send them to Don, me, or any of 
the other board members.  After all, we all work for you.  
And the pay, it’s really pretty good, even if not in terms of 
dollars and cents.  Oh, and speaking of dollars and cents, 
did you know the board recently voted to increase the sal-
ary of the club officers by 35%!!!  Let’s see, how do I cal-
culate that?  Zero * .35 + zero is …. well, never mind all 
that arithmetic stuff, I’m sure the treasurer can figure it 
out. 

Continued from page 5 
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As with all adventures and expeditions, this one started 
innocently and safely enough.  We had obtained a lathe 
and turned some pens and other small items but, had not 
succeeded with larger items such as bowls.  Our friend 
Randy Abramson told us to seek the GCWA, looking quiz-
zically at each other; we asked “What’s a GCWA?”  Truly 
an error on our part!  Being in a Randy’s Woodcraft Store, 
we found a newsletter for the GCWA and took it home.  
With great fear and trepidation we looked at the newsletter 
and the GCWA website. 
 

Now, to introduce us, 
we are Linda and Ron 
Blakemore.  Linda is a 
retired RN and I am re-
tired out of NASA/JSC.  
In May of 2013, Linda 
said that she is afraid of 
my larger power woodworking tools (table saw and router), 
so we took an intro class for power tools and then an intro-
duction to pen turning.  She said, “I love it!  We are getting 
a lathe.”  So, we have Jet Mid 12 x 20 belt driven (not vari-
able speed). We have made a number of small turned 
items but just not succeeding with bowls and larger items. 
 

Looking at the newsletter and website, we saw that the 
spring retreat was in May and there was an all day intro to 
turning class.  Fantastic!  Now we can learn how to make 
mountains of wood shavings the size of the Matterhorn and 
beautiful toothpicks!!  Realizing that the retreat was only a 
week away, I sent e-mails to and talked with Walter 
Mooney for membership and Ben Gray for classes.  They 
were great and before we knew it, we were members and 
signed up for the intro class for Saturday and ice cream 
scoop for Sunday (perfect for Bluebell Homemade Vanilla). 
 

The big day came, we packed up too many lathe tools (of 
course some new and never used, did not know how, and 
they need to be sharpened correctly).  Linda used an en-
graver and put our names on everything, and it went in a 
tub on wheels to move.  We arrived Friday afternoon and 
walked around the building a little bit.  We were amazed by 
how large it was and the people and equipment already 
there. We met Walter and Ben, realizing that they ap-
peared normal, we thought the weekend would be safe, 
fun (?) we did not know yet. 
 
Saturday went easily enough, we confirmed registration 
and admired the items on display.  They were fantastic, 
and far beyond our current capability!  The organization, 
equipment, and tool stands were great.  The people were 
friendly and helpful, further easing our concerns.  We met 
Shawn at the raffle booth and bought too many raffle tick-
ets.  Guiding our mule team to haul our tools we found the 

intro class pushed all the way into the back, better to hide 
the newbies from anybody who really knows what they are 
doing.  The instructor was Fog Tanner and he was great 
getting us started and guiding us through safety, basic 
tools, and how to turn on a lathe (a major first step).  Paul 
Millo was helping and after looking at our tools, he helped 
me with guidance on how to sharpen the lathe tools cor-
rectly.  Apparently sharp tools are 
needed to turn wood.  The morning 
went well and Linda did a great job 
with a spindle and making beads and 
coves.  I made a toothpick.  For the 
afternoon, we were instructed on bowls 
and how a bowl is different from a 
spindle (another major item).  Linda 
made a nice shaped bowl.  I was going 
to make a large salad bowl on a ped-
estal base.  Instead, I ended up with a 
small peanut dish. 
 
Lunch was Bar B Q and may have been the best part of 
the day (eating is important to me).  For the evening, we 
listened to Andy Chen talk about his trip to China.  An 
amazing trip, great job, Andy.  I also walked into the next 
room and watched large bowls, the size of wash tub ba-
sins, being turned from huge logs, the size of California 
Redwoods. 
 
Sunday was the Ice Cream Scoop day!!  We had been to 
Brenham a few weeks earlier and made a pilgrimage to the 
Creamery (a major Texas historical and religious location).  
So, we were eager to try our new skills with the scoop.  
John King provided guidance, patience, and materials. And 
that was a success!!  We made real scoops – and – out of 
mesquite, a real Texas wood. 
 
We wrapped up the scoop, packed our tools, loaded our 
mule team wagon, and had fried catfish for lunch.  Really 
great, the end of the day was the raffle, that was fun to 
watch.  Linda won a lathe chuck holder form Fog and I 
have a piece of clear acrylic from Walter. 
 
It was a great weekend, everyone was helpful, we really 
learned a lot, and our confidence increased.  I know that I 
will miss names but, our thanks to Don as President, 
Shawn for the Raffle, Walter for membership, Ben for the 
classes, Fog for the intro class, Paul for helping Fog and 
with sharpening, John for the Ice Cream Scoop, George for 
letting us see his lathes and benches, Phil for help with 
sharpening also, and Randy and Sandy for moral support. 
 
We will be back!! 

The Adventures of Linda and Ron Blakemore, Chapter 19, 
The Expedition to The Gulf Coast Woodturners Association 

Spring 2014 Retreat 
By Ron/Linda Blakemore 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the Annual Retreat  

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor & Dale Barrack 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except for January, May and October, all the 2014 
general meetings will be held at the Sosa Commu-
nity Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of 
Westview Dr 

 

June 13 — 15, 2014, AAW International Symposium, 
Phoenix, AZ 

 

June 21, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

July 7, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 19, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 4, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 16, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 22 - 24, 2014 ~ SWAT Annual Symposium, 
Waco Convention Center 

 

September 8, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

September 20, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

October 6, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

October 16 - 19, 2014 ~ 4th Segmenting Symposium, 
San Antonio, TX 

 

October 18, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

November 3, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

November 15, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

June Meeting 

June Meeting Program 

Sphere Turning Demostrations 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Don Fluker - President 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

George Kabacinski - Vice President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney –Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Kai Muenzer - Board Member 
(281) 496-5769 
kai.muenzer@shell.com 

 

Scott Haddix - Board Member 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Board Member 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Di-
rector 
(281) 358-8529 

 

John Van Domelen - Website Tech-
nical Director 
john@texasturner.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Sosa Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Bill Berry 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2013 GCWA 


