
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

The SouthWest Association of Turners symposium or 
SWAT has come and gone. It is hard to believe that a 
small group of turners from Texas met together in a cow 
pasture just outside of Columbus, Texas 23 years ago 
has become the second largest, but fastest growing 
woodturning symposium in the country.  We had several 
GCWA members demonstrating there and a lot of mem-
bers visiting. The instant gallery was, well I don’t know the 
words to say how good it was.  Once again, after visiting 
another gallery, I came home threatening to sell all my 
turning tools.  Instead I think I am going to try some of the 
things that I saw. 
  
One thing that really blew me away more than anything, 
was the boxes for Beads Of Courage.  They were abso-
lutely wonderful.  Beads Of Courage is basically a charity 
for children with cancer and other serious illnesses.  The 
child gets a glass bead for every procedure they go 
through.  Craft guilds, clubs or organizations make some 
kind of box to give to these children that they can have 
something to hold all their beads.  I would like to see 
GCWA get involved with this.  Let me know what you 
think. 
 
George Kabacinski has some great local classes lined 
up for the coming months.  I encourage you to check out 
his article on page 5. 
 
The Special Demonstrator Committee continues to con-
sider options for future guest turners, also. 
 
Thanks go to Linda Bohl and her helpers for the great 
raffles that we have been having.  If I am not mistaken, 
last month was the best raffle that we have had.  Keep up 
the good work.  You have to buy raffle tickets in order to 
win. 
 
Don’t forget about 
the great opportu-
nity to increase 
your woodturning 
skills and turn with 
other club mem-
bers, in an informal 
environment by 
visiting one of our 
Open Shop Nights 
on the second 

Tuesday of the month.  You can find one near you by 
looking at the calendar on the GCWA web site.  If there is 
not one near you, think about starting one. 
 
The President’s Challenge for September will be seg-
mented pieces.  October’s Challenge will be Platters. 
There is a change for the November Challenge.  By popu-
lar request we are going to have a pen exchange.  De-
cember, as usual, we are having the very popular Christ-
mas ornament exchange.  January will be bowls for 
Empty Bowls. 
 
Speaking of Empty Bowls, we now have 31 bowls in our 
quest for 200 by April. We will give you 3 free raffle tickets 
for every bowl that you bring this month.  These bowls 
need to be finished and signed. 
 
A reminder from the AAW--to ensure your member infor-
mation is correct in the upcoming printed directory, please 
login to your member account at woodturner.org and re-
view/update your profile by December 31, 2014 
 
Stay safe and keep the chips flying. 

 
 
 

Don Fluker 

September 2014 

GULF COAST 
WOODTURNER 
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September Program/Demo 
By Bill Berry 

 

For our September Program/
Demo we will be making shav-
ings.  Delbert Pond will be our 
presenter.  Delbert was one of 
the instructors at the retreat 
this spring, and for those of 
you who took his class, it is my 
understanding, he really did a 
great job.  The subject of his 
demo will be TURNING A 
PLATTER.  Delbert is a very 
inventive turner and has some neat tricks and tips; he will 
be sharing with us.  Come, learn, and enjoy. 
 

Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 
$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-

ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE - DELTA MIDI-LATHE used but not abused 
and in good condition.  Easy to use 5-speed belt driven, 
an excellent buy for beginner or smaller projects.  $175.00 
Contact Ron Day at (979) 775-3565 or ron-
day@suddenlink.net 
 
FOR SALE - Baldor buffing system, asking $350.  It in-
cludes 3 wheels and the compounds.  There is also a 
Shop Smith shop vac, asking $300.  Contact Johnny 
Turner at (979) 412-3172 or zep52@icloud.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

We Want You! 
 
Actually . . . we want your picture.  Whether 
you have a Gold Gallery or not, GCWA would 
like to have your picture for club records.  Dale 
Barrack will be taking portraits at September’s 
meeting. Those with existing Gold Galleries 
can also have their portraits updated if they 
choose. 
 
Please see Dale during the meeting. 

Tool Swap This Month 
By Bill Berry 

 

One of the popular activities of some of our meetings is a 
"Turning Tool Swap".  We are going to do it again at the 
September meeting.  Those of you who didn’t bring your 
“stuff,” to the last tool swap, get it all together, now that 
you know how it works.  If you have any wood, turning 
tools and turning sundries that you want to SELL or 
TRADE, please bring them to the meeting.  Start digging 
out all those seldom or never used items that are collect-
ing dust.  It could be just the tool someone else "needs".  
There will be tables set up to display all of your items.  
Please have all tools marked with your name and a 
price. 
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Board Feet 
 

By Lane Bradford 
 

The 2014 SWAT is now in the record books.  Attendance 
this year was only slightly lower than last year but it cer-
tainly didn’t seem that way.  Two things occurred that 
were unfortunate.  They ran out of food for the Friday 
lunch.  Fortunately that happened after I got mine.  The 
caterer was given the wrong number in attendance.  How-
ever that problem was more than resolved for the subse-
quent meals.  Also, there were more vendors at this 
SWAT than ever before but they didn’t bring as much 
merchandise to sell as they have in the past.  On a very 
positive note, John Weber and Tom Enloe had the AV 
system in fine working order so the club’s AV problems 
seemed to be resolved, at least for now.  Great job to all 
those that had a hand in re-building our AV system!  If you 
missed SWAT this year then you really need to do your-
self a favor and mark your calendar to attend SWAT next 
year.  This is simply an experience that you can not have 
this close to home, not to mention a great source for tools, 
wood and wood turning ideas and knowledge. 
 

I hope you recall that in my Board Feet column last month 
I advised you that the GCWA Board had voted to start a 
GCWA Sponsored Scholarship Program.  That program is 
set to be rolled out for the 2015 School Year and we have 
already received a sizable donation from an anonymous 
member for the Scholarship Fund. 
 

For you Scouters out there, the AAW, our National Or-
ganization, is pushing the Boy Scouts of America to rein-
state the Wood Turner’s Merit Badge.  If you have any 
relationships with the BSA National Offices in Irving, 
Texas please put in a good word for the Wood Turner’s 
Merit Badge.  Since many of the school systems have 
dropped their shop classes this may be the only way we 
can preserve woodturning for future generations.  Before I 
get any letters from the ladies in the club, I am also a ex 
Girl Scout associate and I definitely think they should also 
be encouraged to have a Wood Turner’s Merit Badge.  It’s 
jut that I don’t know how to get things done with the Girl 
Scouts.  So use whatever influence you have with them 
and maybe the Girls will have a Merit Badge before the 
Boys do. 
 

This year is almost over and the Board has been very 
busy planning for 2015 activities, 2 or 3 national turners, 
picnic, retreat, SWAT, 20-30 local classes, not to mention 
the 11 or so meetings with their demonstrations.  It may 
not seem like it but the GCWA has a lot going on behind 
the scenes to keep us moving forward.  Can you help us 
out?  We find ourselves going back to the same people 
every year asking them to help or do something.  Even if 
you are not sure you can handle a project for us you can 
always offer to be the helper for someone else that is in 
charge of a project.  Then maybe you can get some ex-
perience and take over the next time.  We are a volunteer 
organization.  So volunteer a few minutes of your time 
each month. 

From The Desk of 
The Raffle Queen 

By Linda Bohl 
 

We had another great raffle for our August meeting.  
Some minor challenges with the audio equipment caused 
us to move the Raffle to the start of the meeting but it 
went very well. Thanks for your sup-
port. 
 

Our First number called went to Bar-
bara Gaynor, who chose some buffing 
wheels.  The Two winners of the 
pneumatic texturing tools were Chuck 
Graham and Glenn Self.  Then we 
had the surprise “Woodturners Sur-
vival Basket”.  Ed Spicer found the 
wining ticket under his chair. 
 

Special thanks to John Schlobohm, 
Janice Levi, and Scott Njaa for helping 
get the raffle prizes to the winners, 
Quinn and Diane Anton for their help 
with setting up and taking down of the Raffle, as well as 
drawing numbers and taking pictures. 
 

Now, for our “WOW” for this month! In July the Husqvarna 
450 Rancher chain saw was won by Bill Pittman!  Bill has 
donated this back to the raffle; we all get another chance 
to win this chainsaw!  Thank you Bill for this generous 

donation!  Bill will be pulling the winning 
number at the September meeting.  
Good luck to all. 
 

Last month, Frank Campbell asked who 
had won some items that he had do-
nated to the club.  Sorry, I do not have 
the time to keep a record of who wins 
what.  We have 15 minutes to do over 
30 items in each raffle.  When a dona-
tion is made to the raffle it is in the next 
month’s raffle with a tag attached stating 
that it was a donation and that person’s 
name is on the tag.  If it is purchased by 
GCWA there is also a tag attached.  So, 
I am not able to tell you who won what 
and when.  If you need to know who 
won something you donated when a person wins the item, 
ask them for their name.  We have a hard enough time 
getting people let us know they are a winner.  I can not tell 
you who won what in 2013 or even last month.  I start 
work on the newsletter article and the next raffle as soon 
as this one is over. 
 

I took advantage of SWAT and purchased a number of 
great things to end the year in raffle prizes.  We do always 
have a note pad and pen at the raffle so that anyone can 
make a raffle prize suggestion.  We do except woodturn-
ing related donations, as well as wood ready for the lathe.  
We will be glad to take your cash or check for raffle tick-
ets. 
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Money Well Spent 
By John Schlobohm 

 

In the past month, I have taken advantage of 3 classes 
that were taught by club members.  At a price of $35 each 
it is money well spent.  The first 2 classes were done by 
Fog Tanner and the third by Tom Irven.  Turning a square 
bowl, how to use a skew, and making a box were all very 
informative as I expected.  Yes, in the bowl and box class 
we had a very nice turning to take home, but I left with 
much more.  I learned about proper tool control, sharpen-
ing, and many other little tips that are priceless.  These 
items will help me with all my future turnings for years to 
come. 
 

I just returned from SWAT and saw some wonderful pres-
entations by several national turners.  I also saw presen-
tations from other area club turners that in many ways 
were more informative then the well known turners.  I 

think many of us forget what quality turners and teachers 
we have in our club.  The classes that are offered by the 
club at George Kabacinski’s shop are wonderful.  With 
classes consisting of 5 or 6 people you get great one-on-
one assistance, and it allows everyone to work at their 
own pace. 
 

Another thing everyone should take advantage of, is the 
open shop nights.  I really look forward to the second 
Tuesday of the month.  This is a great place to learn new 
things, but what I like best is the help I get with problem 
solving.  I can take a problem that I am having and ask 
the group.  They have great answers and always include 
other helpful hints.  I also get ideas and help from other 
members’ questions.  The best thing is, it comes free for 
being a club member. 
 

I have signed up for a couple other classes and know it is 
a great investment in my turning future.  

SWAT-14 
By Chuck Graham 

 

My first time at SWAT.  My wife, Jeanne and I arrived in 
Waco Thursday afternoon to pick up our registration and 
look around the convention center.  The check-in was 
quick and professional.  Our badges and meal tickets 
were in order and the package of material they gave us 
included schedules, maps, and indexed handouts of all 
the presenters.  If you needed more information about a 
session than on the schedule you could look at that pre-
senter’s handout. My problem was that I wanted to go to 
all of them.  Five sessions at a time with few duplications 
made it difficult to decide what to attend. 
 

We stopped by the GCWA booth as Don, Greg and others 
were setting up for hands on turning and I immediately 
was army volunteered to help with a video session and as 
a sweetener I was promised a front row seat.  A short 
while later we were in the vendor area and stopped to talk 
to another GCWA member.  I told him this was our first 
visit to SWAT.  He asked "can you write?"  I thought what 
kind of question is that?  I've been writing cursive since I 
was eight years old.  I said something intelligent like 
"huh".  He repeated the question and I said “yeah”  He 
said “Good, will you write a one page article of your ex-
perience here?”  Well, I’d already admitted that I could 
write cursive, so I agreed.  I’m now looking for a wide 
lined red Big Chief tablet.  One page shouldn’t be too diffi-
cult.  I told my wife that every time I stopped I volunteered 
for something and I should cease stopping.  It didn’t work.  
Over the next few days I stopped at several vendors and 
volunteered to buy something. 
 

The Waco Convention Center is an excellent facility for 
SWAT.  Everything is fairly close together and there is 
room for the symposium to expand.  Parking is free, am-
ple and close. 
 
The first demonstration I attended after the opening cere-
mony was Mark Gardner.  He did a hollow form by bisect-

ing a cylinder, making two bowls and then gluing them 
back together. 
 

I then went to see Alan Carter and his Thin Stem Tutorial.  
He prepares the goblets separately and has a small tenon 
on them.  He starts the stem with a matching mortise for 
the goblet.  My main take-away here is that you only turn 
an inch or so of the stem at a time, finish it and then turn 
another inch. 
 

In the evening were the SIGs (Special Interest Groups) 
and we went to the Surface Enhancement hosted by our 
Janice Levi, very informative and a great variety of tech-
niques. The discussion panel consisted of Bill Berry, 
Cindy Drozda and I think Jim Jones.  Bill discussed the 
progression of tools he uses to enhance the outside of his 
turnings.  Cindy likes to enhance the inside of her orna-
ments and boxes often using gold leaf.  Jim pierces pat-
terns in his, saying sometimes less is better.  He also gets 
his wife to do all the finishing.  How cool is that? 
 

There were four rotations on Saturday and all were infor-
mative.  It was encouraging to me to see presenters have 
their whoops moments too.  Between sessions there was 
plenty of time to stretch my glutes, visit the vendors, and 
look at the Instant Gallery.  There were about 700 entries 
and most were impressive turnings. 
 

Three hot lunches are included in the registration. We 
also attended the banquet and enjoyed the raffle. 
 

There were two rotations Sunday morning. Keith 
Gotschall did a winged bowl and the best was saved for 
last. Larry Zarra turning miniatures.  Larry’s presentation 
was well planned, well presented and well timed.  He 
started by saying here’s what I’m going to do, showed 
examples and proceeded to turn them.  He turned all the 
miniatures, explained the tools he used and made, an-
swered questions and ended on the dot. 
 

SWAT is a great symposium and I’m looking forward to 
returning next year. 



September 2014 - Page 5 

 

 

Local Class Update 
 

By George Kabacinski 
 

By the time you read this article we will have completed 
three more class sessions in the GCWA Local Class pro-
gram.  Fog Tanner conducted his Skew Magic class on 
August 30th and Tom Irven completed two sessions of his 
Box (he called it Container) class.  All the classes were 
full and, I think, everyone had a good time and took away 
some new skills and ideas.  The time and effort our in-
structors put into preparation for their classes is amazing 
and their commitment to sharing their knowledge and ex-
perience is one of the hallmarks of our organization.  
When you see one of the instructors at a meeting please 
take a moment to say thanks, even if you didn’t take the 
class.  It’s just good to be around good people who are so 
willing to share. 
 
So, what’s changed from last month?  Two of the sched-
uled classes have had a second session added.  Well, 
actually three classes, but one of them completed last 
weekend.  We still have a few, really just a few, openings 
in classes for the remainder of the year.  And that repre-
sents eight more class sessions for 2014. 
 
Most of the effort right now is on execution of scheduled 
classes and planning for 2015.  A number of ideas have 
been presented and are being pursued.  So keep an eye 
open and an ear pealed for more information in the near 
future.  I can say that we have locked down dates for Bill 
Berry’s Hollowing classes.  Yes, that’s plural.  Bill will be 
doing two sessions to accommodate up to 12 students.  
Registration is open for these classes. 
 
Don’t forget … if the class is full and you want into that 
class please sign up to be on the wait list.  There are of-
ten times when folks on the wait list get into a class that 
was full when they attempted to register. 
 
While we are opening registration for scheduled 2015 
classes all registration funds for those classes will be held 
until January 2, 2015 before they are turned over for de-
posit.  Since GCWA works on a cash basis accounting 
method this allows us to keep the income and expenses 
in the same calendar year. 
 
Classes that we have dates for and are open for registra-
tion: 
 

September 27th – Janice Levi will be doing another 
session of her ever popular class, Pyrography 
101.  Janice has done this class several times 
and each time we land up with more students 
than class space.  This class can still accommo-
date more students.  Since it will not be using the 
lathes we are not limited to the normal six partici-
pants. 

 

October 4th & October 5th – Tom Irven will again be 
teaching.  This time it will be the Annual Orna-

ment Class.  We’ve moved this annual class up a 
month and we’ll see if that helps with enough time 
for folks to complete all their holiday ornaments in 
time for the actual holidays.  Hopefully we’ll get 
Tom to tell us what the project will be pretty soon.  
As expected we had a strong demand for this 
class and Tom agreed to have a second session 
on Sunday, October 5th.  Folks from the wait list 
were invited into this class.  As of this writing we 
have one opening remaining in Tom’s Ornament 
class. 

 

October 11th – Lane Bradford will be teaching a class 
on using the Joyner chuck.  This is a cool little 
item, and it can be used for so much more than 
just a pendant.  Lane is still working on the exact 
class content, but rest assured you’ll be an expert 
on using the Joyner chuck if you start with this 
class.  And, you guessed it, the class is already 
filled.  But there’s always the wait list and the pos-
sibility of still getting in.  So go ahead and let your 
interest be known. 

 

October 25th & 26th – Dave Mueller led a class at the 
Retreat on making rings with metal inserts.  He’s 
now brining this class to the Local Class Program 
as a full day class.  We’re calling it Rings and 
Things and he’ll have a few surprises to fill the 
day with some great techniques.  Dave has some 
interesting and innovative ideas along with spec-
tacular results.  Again, with a strong demand for 
this class Dave has agreed to a second session 
of the class on Sunday, October 26th.  People on 
the wait list are the first ones registered for the 
second session.  As of now, there is one addi-
tional space available. 

 

November 18th – Bill Lewis will be teaching a class 
on turning a three sided box using an offset cen-
ter turning process.  I’ve seen boxes created by 
Bill using this technique and they’re pretty cool.  
This class is sure to fill up well before the class 
date.  We are still two months from the class date 
and we have just one spot left open.  You snooze, 
you lose.  Sign up soon! 

 

December 6th – Tom Enloe will be teaching a 
Stretched Goblet class on December 6th.  Tom 
has developed a jig and process to make a 
stretch goblet a lot easier and more fun and it al-
lows him to make the stems pretty long.  This is 
going to be a great class.  Why, why, why haven’t 
you signed up yet? 

 

February/March, 2015 – Bill Berry has done a cou-
ple/three sessions of his Hollowing class over the 
years.  Bill provides a variety of hollowing rigs and 
innovative methods of instruction that enable the 
students to get a solid grasp on hollowing while 
working on a real project piece.  This class has 
had very high praise from past students and is 
sure to be a success again in 2015.  Did you see 

Continued on page 6 
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some of the computerized LED screen hollowing 
systems to replace laser pointers up in Waco?  I 
hear at least one of our members has already 
come up with an operational knock-off.  Is it possi-
ble we might see one of these new gizmos in 
Bill’s class?  While there’s no word from Bill on 
this, I certainly wouldn’t be against it. 

 
In addition to the classes that are already scheduled we’re 
working on setting up the following offerings for 2015: 
 

Don Fluker – A few months back Don did a class on 
Turing a Crotch Bowl.  It was a great class and a 
number of members wanted in but class size was 
limited.  We’ve build a solid backlog of classes for 
2014 so it looks like Don’s class will roll over to 
2015. 

 

John King – We’re still communicating with John on 
this class.  I’m sure we’ll be doing it.  We just 
need to get a date confirmed. 

 

2015 – Making Carbide Tools. I’ve seen a number of 
recent e-mails between a couple of potential in-
structors for this class.  So the details are still be-
ing worked out.  Based on the e-mail discussions 
this will be a ‘workshop’ where participants will be 
‘making’ their tools.  In some cases certain work 
may be completed ahead of the workshop to al-
low the group the time needed to complete the 
projects and at least give their new tools a quick 
go on the lathe. 

 

2015 – Other classes that are being worked for 2015 
include: 

 

Pepper mills, or mills in general 
 

Miniatures – that’s less than 2”, the really 
small stuff.  We’re having discussions 
with a great instructor for this topic and 
we hope to be able to announce this 
class soon. 

 

Mini Hats – we’re getting close to an an-
nouncement on this class as well.  We 
have a highly qualified instructor lined up 
and the class details are being worked.  
Look for this one to fill up fast! 

 

Jewelry Making – Janice Levi is a master at 
Jewelry Making.  Did you know she had 
several pieces in a special invitation-only 
exhibit at AAW in Phoenix?  And now she 
will be bringing her skills and knowledge 
to a few lucky members of GCWA in a full 
day class.  We don’t know what the date 
is just yet but I know I’ll be there, will you? 

 

Bowls – Dennis Ford – So what was I doing 
in Waco, besides spending too much time 
and ??? in the vendor area?  I was talking 
about more classes!  Dennis has agreed 

to do two classes for us in 2015.  One will 
be a basic bowl class focused towards 
novice turners and turners who have little 
experience with bowls.  A second class 
will be focused on the intermediate and 
advanced bowl making.  That way there 
will be a bowl class for everyone. 

 

Advanced Pen Making – We have a rough 
concept and the details are being planned 
out.  Look for this a bit later into 2015. 

 

Segmented Turning – This is a very difficult 
subject to squeeze into one six hour 
class.  Thinking ‘out of the box’, maybe 
we don’t have to be limited to just a one-
day class.  There are possibilities here.  If 
the class goes to multiple days the regis-
tration fee will need to be adjusted ac-
cordingly.  We’ll get you an update on this 
as soon as we can. 

 

Resin Casting Workshop – This is still in a 
concept stage.  There are a lot of really 
cool pen blanks, bottle stopper banks, 
box blanks and even some bowl blanks 
cast of various resins and resins in com-
bination with wood and who knows what 
else.  We’ll be exploring some of this vast 
and diverse area of resin casting in this 
hands-on workshop.  Again, this may turn 
out (no pun intended, although it was 
neat) to be a multi-day workshop.  This is 
likely to be later into 2015. 

 

Annual Holiday Ornament – We’re commit-
ted to continuing to have a cool new holi-
day ornament class every year as long as 
there continues to be interest in this topic.  
2015 will be no exception.  We have no 
idea who the instructor will be or what the 
project will look like.  We need to get 
through the 2014 class first!  And what 
about a couple different Holiday Orna-
ments, one for novice turners and one for 
more advanced turners?  We can proba-
bly do it.  Would you sign up? 

 
The registration fee of only $35 makes the GCWA Local 
Class Program classes a great value and makes for a fun 
day of turning and learning.  Did anyone mention that you 
need to sign up early? 
 
As always, if you have an idea for a class, would like to 
lead a class, or have someone you’d like to have lead a 
class please contact George Kabacinski 
(cl23314@gmail.com) with your ideas. 
 
To register for any of these classes send a check (made 
payable to GCWA) to George Kabacinski at PO Box 
2755, Cpyress, TX  77410. 

Continued from page 5 
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Turning Containers (Boxes) 
with Thomas Irven 

By Joe Burton 
 

For those members of 
the club who have yet to 
try turning boxes and for 
those who have tried 
unsuccessfully and 
failed, you missed a spe-
cial opportunity.  Tom’s 
class held at George 
Kabacinski’s shop on 
Sunday, September 7 
was a real treat.  Five club members including Delia 
Spicer, Jesse Kendall Walter Mooney, Neil Dougharty, 
and myself all managed to successfully craft a box on the 
lathe.  The real benefit however was not the finished prod-
uct but the individual journey we all took in creating it.  
The learning experience was greatly facilitated by the in-
formation which both George and Tom supplied by e-mail 
prior to the class. 
 

The class started with appropriate safety and housekeep-
ing announcements presented by George and Tom.  Tom 
then gave a slide presentation featuring a gallery of his 
work which really stimulated creativity and design possi-
bilities for the students.  A short lecture/demonstration 
followed with key points regarding roughing out the box 
blank with consideration of the design elements.  For the 
practice box blanks 2” to 3” square blanks 3” to 5” long 
were suggested.  Green or semi green wood was recom-
mended for practice in shaping and roughing out the 
blanks.  Blanks were placed between centers and tenons 
of about 3/8-1/2 inch in length and of suitable diameter for 
the chuck were formed on each end of the blank.  Each 
student had access to a good functional lathe and quality 
accessories including 4 jaw scroll chucks.  Tom’s easy-
going, low key style of instruction was ideal as he circu-
lated among the students and offered just the right sug-
gestions for learning and success when problems were 
encountered. 
 

To facilitate drying of the green blanks the top and bottom 
part of the blanks were separated with the top generally 
being about one third of the size of the completed box’s 
overall height.  Interiors of both top and bottom were then 
rough hollowed so that each could be dried more rapidly.  
Both use of a kiln made of an old refrigerator with a 100 
watt incandescent bulb and with a fan to exhaust the 
moist air was discussed as well as air drying.  The sug-
gested temperature for the kiln was approximately 110° 
to115° F.  A range of time in the kiln was said to be sev-
eral weeks compared with 6-8 months or more for air dry-
ing.  Techniques that were discussed for rough hollowing 
included use of a fingernail ground shallow spindle gouge, 
a Ray Key style spindle gouge and drilling with a drill bit 
as an alternative method of hollowing. 
 

With either kiln dried blanks or air dried that had been pre-
viously rough-hollowed the first step was to finish turn the 

inside lid with end grain finishing done initially with a spin-
dle shallow gouge and then finished with a French curve 
scraper.  The mortise in the lid was cut with a square 
edged scraper with special attention to ensure the sides 
of the mortise were parallel by checking with an inside 
caliper or use of a 6 inch rule aligned with the edge of the 
mortise to ensure it was parallel to the lathe bed ways. 
 

The lid mortise was then fitted to the box bottom by creat-
ing a spigot or tenon on the box end which had been hol-
lowed out to fit the mortise in the lid.  This was done by 
careful sizing of the tenon with a skew used in a scraping 
manner.  The tenon should be slightly domed on the side 
to ensure a friction fit by first turning a taper and using the 
top mortise fitted over the tapered tenon to create a bur-
nish mark which shows the proper diameter of the mortise 
in the lid where it contacts the tapered tenon. 
 

Once the tenon is sized, the top of the box is fitted with 
the tenon of the bottom of the box as a jam chuck and the 
top of the top box turned to its final shape and finished.  
With a waste jam chuck sized to fit the opening of the top 
of the bottom of the box, the box bottom can then be 
turned with either a spindle gouge or skew and the bottom 
finished. 
 

Tom demonstrated using a chatter tool to decorate end 
grain as well as the Elf tool which he states works better 
on cherry than a chatter tool.  Tom suggests defining the 
limits of the chatter tool work with small v groves. 
 

Tom used 120, 150, 180, 220, and 320 grit sandpaper in 
finishing surfaces as needed.  He states that he now uses 
Antique Minwax Oil in a red can for finishing.  He then, 
after waiting 24 hours, used the Beal System to apply 
Carnauba wax.  The inside of the box can have wax ap-
plied with a paper towel which is safer than using a cloth. 
 

While there was not time to demonstrate or practice hand 
thread chasing in our class, Tom did discuss using Corian 
inserts in boxes for both the male and female threads.  He 
recommended starting with 18 or 20 tpi thread chasers to 
learn because they allow a slower advance of the tool 
across the work.  Tom provided several handouts includ-
ing notes for turning boxes, making hand-chased threads.  
He also included  an article by Fred Holder, Cutting 
Threads on a Lathe Using Hand Held Chasers and his 
own notes on Hand Chasing Threads - Corian Inserts on 
Boxes. 
 

He mentioned several references which seemed very 
helpful for turning boxes.  These included the following 
books:  Turning Boxes by Richard Raffan, Turned Boxes, 
Fifty Designs by Chris Stott, and Notes from the Turning 
Shop by Bill Jones.  In addition I would like to mention the 
companion VHS tape to Richard Raffan’s book, Turning 
Boxes. 
 

All participants seemed to have a great time learning with 
a good bit of joking and gentle ribbing going on.  I am 
looking forward to the next time Tom presents a box 
class.  I just could not get enough first time around.  
Thanks Tom. 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL AUGUST SHOW & TELL 

Judges: Greg Gonsalves & Tom Irven 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Dale Barrack 
 

 

Oak hollow 
form 

3rd Place – Dave Greenawalt 

 
 

Spalted 
pecan 
bowl 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Jesse Kendall 
 

 

 
 

Mesquite 
bowl 

Intermediate Category 

2nd Place – Ed Spicer 
 

 
Poplar 
bowl 

3rd Place – Doug Olesen 
 

 
Segmented/dyed 
oak hollow form 

Enhanced Category 

 

1st Place – Janice Levi 
 

 
necklace/
earring set of 
maple and 
ebony 

1st Place – Pete Copeland 
 
 

Sweet-
gum bowl 

 

 

 

 

1st Place – Ben Ball 
 
 

Cocobolo/
mesquite 
bracelets 

Kit Category 
2nd Place – Ron Blakemore 
 

 
Alumilite penr 

Beginner Category 
1st Place – Francisco Castro 

 
Winged 
bowls of 
found 
wood 

 

2nd Place – Jesse Kendall 

 
 
 
 

Pallarded 
mulberry 
sculpture 

3rd Place – Doug Grissom 
 
 

Pacific 
yew bowl 

Best of Show 
Paul Millo 
Elm hollow form 

2nd Place – John Weber 
 
 

Sweetgum 
hollow form 

3rd Place – Don Schmokeo 
 

 
 

Red elm 
bowl 

Judges 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the August Meeting  

Pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2014 general meet-
ings will be held at the Sosa Community Center, 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of Westview Dr 

 

September 20, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

October 6, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

October 16 - 19, 2014 ~ 4th Segmenting Symposium, 
San Antonio, TX 

 

October 18, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

November 3, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

November 15, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

December 8, 2014 ~ Board Meeting 
 

December 20, 2014 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

January 5, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

January 17, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

February 9, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

February 21, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 
 

September Meeting 

September Meeting Program 

Turning A Platter 
By Delbert Pond 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Don Fluker - President 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

George Kabacinski - Vice President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney –Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Kai Muenzer - Board Member 
(281) 496-5769 
kai.muenzer@shell.com 

 

Scott Haddix - Board Member 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Board Member 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Dale Barrack-Website Creative Di-
rector 
(281) 358-8529 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech-
nical Director (Interim) 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andy_c_chen@yahoo.com 

Sosa Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
Bill Berry 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2013 GCWA 


