
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
It is time to renew your membership in GCWA for 2015.  If 
we don’t receive your renewal by April 1st, your name will 
be dropped from the active membership roll and you will 
be unable to participate in important club’s activities, in-
cluding the retreat and hands-on workshops (HOW).  Nor 
will your turnings be eligible to be judged at show-and-tell, 
or will you be able to do demonstrations at club events.  
Renew your membership at March’s meeting--there will 
be someone to collect your dues, or you can use the 
membership form on the website and mail your dues to 
us. 
 
I am close to finishing the class schedule for the retreat.  I 
had planned to have it ready for this newsletter, but there 
are a few loose ends to tie up.  The schedule will be sent 
out separately a little later.  Registration will begin April 1, 
which will begin with an e-mail blast.  Information about 
the retreat will also be available on the GCWA website.  
Remember that the retreat is an all-volunteer event and 
we will need volunteers as the date gets closer. 
 
The President’s Challenge for March is a Collaborative 
Piece.  Bring something that you and a friend, or friends 
have created for this challenge 
 
The Houston Center for Contemporary Crafts (HCCC) is 
hosting “The Museum Experience: Zone 2” (formerly, the 
Gathering of the Guilds) on Saturday, April 25, 2015 from 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm and they have invited GCWA to par-
ticipate.  We will be demonstrating at the Center and if 

you are interested in helping, please contact me. 
 
Getting ready for Empty Bowls 2015 is drawing to a close.  
We now have 123 bowls against our goal of 200.  So it 
looks like we are going to be a little short - how short de-
pends on YOU.  Doug Grissom will be collecting bowls at 
March’s meeting, and, again, this month you will receive 5 
free raffle tickets for every bowl you donate.  I want to 
thank all who have donated in the past, so THANK YOU.  
Empty Bowls day at the HCCC is May 16 and we need 
some demonstrators to represent GCWA.  Please contact 
me if you are interested in helping,  
 
If you are new to GCWA, or a member looking for some 
help in increasing your turning skills, you should check out 
one of our Open Shop nights.  Three of our members 
open their shops on the second Tuesday of every month 
for members and guests to get together and learn more 
about turning.  You can find one of these shops by looking 
on the Calendar of the GCWA website.  If you do not find 
one near you, consider starting one.  Contact any board 
member if you are interested. 
 
Stay safe and keep the chips flying. 
 

 
Don Fluker 
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Retreat Raffle 
By Douglas R. Grissom 

 
♦♦♦♦♦One year of AAW dues, a Jimmy Clewes’ set of dvd 
“Turning The World”, and Kallenshaan Woods inlay and 
pen kit♦♦♦♦♦ These are three pieces of the many items I 
have got for the retreat raffle.  Other donors and vendors 
that contributed raffle prizes include Spa City Woodworks, 
Unique Mesquite, Doctor Woodshop, Bear Tooth Woods, 
Woodturningz.com, Jim Keller, Treeline USA, Cindy 
Drozda, Hill Country Woods, Lyle Jamieson, Robust Tools, 
and some of members who donated woods.  I will list 
some pieces each month to give more advertising for our 
great raffle donors. 
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Tax Day Commith! 
By George Kabacinski 

 

It's that time of year again.  Taxes.  Ah, no, I meant the 
GCWA Election.  It's time to elect officers and board 
members to serve from June, 2015 through May, 2016.  
You'll soon be receiving a ballot for the election via e-mail.  
The nomination committee has completed its work and 
will officially present the candidates at the March general 
meeting.  At that time there will also be an opportunity to 
nominate someone from the floor.  Anyone being nomi-
nated must be a GCWA member in good standing and be 
willing to take on the responsibilities and work of the posi-
tion they are being nominated for.  Ballots will be due 
back by April 15, 2015 .... there we go with that tax stuff 
again.  The results will be communicated at the May 
meeting (retreat). 

In case you're wondering who's running for what, there 
are not many changes in the candidates for this year.  
Reggie Keith has agreed to run for President and Don 
Fluker will move to the role of Past President.  It's sort of 
like they are swapping positions.  All the other officers and 
board members have agreed to stay on for another year. 

With nominations from the floor at the March meeting you 
still have an opportunity to become part of the dedicated 
team that ensures the activities all come together and 
work as smoothly as possible.  Of course, they are sup-
ported by a number of other dedicated volunteers that do 
a great deal of the work of making things happen.  So 
even if you don't want to be an officer or board member 
there are still many ways to get involved, contribute, and 
make a difference. 

Bill Berry Hollowing Class 
By Mike Gann 

 

As a “new” woodturner, I am impressed with everything 
about Gulf Coast Woodturners, but two things are espe-
cially impressive; FIRST, the skill and imagination of the 
“old-timer” woodturners and SECOND, their willingness to 
share their knowledge with others.  Such is the case with 
Bill Berry, who on Saturday, March 7 taught his latest 
class on “Hollowing” to six eager students gathered at 
George’s shop. 
 

The class began with Bill’s safety 
moment….”Protect your eyes 
and lungs at all times.”  The next 
7 hours went by in a flash, as Bill 
poured out his knowledge about 
all the aspects of hollowing.  
First, the design.  Hollow forms 
are different from ‘regular’ bowls, 
in that the top closes to a smaller opening.  This requires 
some method for removing material through the hole, so 
that the vessel wall thickness is consistent throughout.  
Designs with flat tops should be avoided, as it is almost 
impossible to reach that flat underside.  Second, the tools.  
Bill provided the class with a variety of hollowing tools for 
our experimentation.  I was further impressed that Bill had 
designed and built these tools – quite impressive!  There 
were the articulated hollowing systems, which operated 
sort of like your elbow and wrist, giving full motion to the 
cutter.  And, there was the “D” handle system, which was 

a long dual shaft, trapped between 
a restraint at the end of the lathe 
bed and the tool rest.  Both of 
these systems allowed the use of 
straight or ‘S’ shaped cutter end 
shafts (for hollowing that area just 
under the top) as well as multiple 
cutter tips.  Also, both systems 
were designed to prevent torquing or twisting of the cutter 
tip into the work piece.  It’s obvious that these heavy shaft 
systems are the only way you can reach any distance 
over the tool rest to make a hollow form.  In addition to 
these two systems, Scott provided a Clark commercial 
system, which he demonstrated and discussed the pros 
and cons.  As Bill said, each of these systems has its 
place, advantages and disadvantages.  Bill discussed 
how he made the cutter tips from 3/16” tool steel, ground 
18 degrees.  Bill provided a stiff wire, which we all bent 
into a “D” shape to create our own thickness gauge. 
 

Equipped with our lathe, tools and 
a blank of wet ash, we started 
making the chips fly!  First we 
mounted the blank between cen-
ters and began the rough shaping 
of the exterior.  Always cut in the 
direction of the grain for the 
smoothest cut.  After cutting a te-
non and mounting the blank in the 
chuck, we drilled a long center hole with a 3/8” drill bit all 

Continued on page 5 

Raffle News 
By John Schlobohm 

Well we did not have a raffle last month, but we will pick 
up where we left off this month.  I hope everyone enjoyed 
the Al Stirt demo.  Thank you to everyone that partici-
pated in the raffle survey.  We got some great comments 
and suggestions.  The lucky winner of the WOW PRIZE in 
January was By Reed.  I hope he is enjoying the negative 
rake shear scraper. 

For the March raffle, we have a number of different turn-
ing tools, Rockler and Craft Supplies USA gift cards, and 
a few great pieces of wood.  We will also have a number 
of other things that you can use around your shop.  Now 
what you all have been waiting for………..The WOW 
PRIZE for March is a Longworth self-centering bowl sys-
tem that will fit in any #2 jaws. 
 
Please keep your suggestions coming and fill out a survey 
at the next meeting. 
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Board Feet 
By Lane Bradford 

 

I AM BACK!! New Zealand was a great, great place to 
visit and is probably a really great place to live.  A bit ex-
pensive but I suppose everyone gets used to it after some 
time. 
 

At the March Board meeting, the Board accepted Rene’s 
treasurer’s report showing that GCWA is financially sound 
for at least another year or more and the Board also ac-
cepted his proposed 2015 budget which allows us to con-
tinue with our events and programs WITHOUT any in-
crease in our dues!  That is fantastic news, even though 
our dues are a tremendous bargain at their current level, 
we can continue on with our current level of activity with-
out an increase. 
 

But wait!  If you haven’t paid your annual dues you can 
not participate!  Bring cash or checkbook and pay at this 
month’s meeting.  
 

I am also happy to report that the GCWA has received its 
FIRST scholarship application. I won’t say who has sub-
mitted.  So you can go back to all those that you talked to 
about submitting a scholarship application to GCWA and 
see if they have submitted theirs yet.  If they haven’t then 
encourage them to get on the ball and do it before they 
run out of time.  Once again, the applications and rules for 
submitting the applications are on the GCWA website in 
the MEMBERS ONLY FORUM section, “2015 Scholar-
ship” Discussion Board. 
 

At the next meeting, all of us coffee drinkers need to give 
Ed Piene a huge THANK YOU for volunteering to make 
the coffee we drink at our meetings.  This is no small task, 
after all, at the February meeting we managed to con-
sume 10 dozen donuts in less than an hour and we had to 
have some considerable amounts of coffee to wash all 
that down.  Admittedly that was a record even for a 
GCWA meeting but still it shows what woodturners can do 

when they put their stomachs to it (so to speak). 
 

Speaking of volunteers like Ed, we are still looking for 
people to help us out with the spring retreat, the fall pic-
nic, and many other of our activities.  Please give your 
name and area of interest to anyone on the Board if you 
have some free time that you can offer to us. 
 

It’s been several years since we last did a “Jigs and Fix-
tures” program at our meeting, but these have always 
proven to be very useful when our members support it.  
Please bring any and all of your jigs and/or fixtures 
(homemade or bought) to this month’s meeting and be 
ready to make a brief statement about how and why you 
use it.  Within a few weeks I can almost guarantee you 
that someone else in the GCWA will come to you and tell 
you that they liked your jig or fixture soooo much that they 
went home and made one for themselves but their design 
is an improvement over yours!  Woodturners are a unique 
group of people that have no restraints about sharing their 
ideas, designs or secrets.  Also, if you have purchased 
something that you feel was a big mistake, this is your 
chance to tell us all what a bad idea it is for a woodturner 
to buy this product or to use it for the purpose you had in 
mind when you bought it.  I know I bought something 
once that looked like it would be a great sanding aid and it 
almost removed my hand from my arm when I first used it.  
I tossed it in the trash, thinking all the time that I wish 
someone had warned me about this before I bought it.  
Since then I notice that the manufacturer has added, “Not 
for use on running lathes!” in large red letters on his 
packaging. 
 

Don Fluker needs bowls donated to the Empty Bowl 
event.  Our recent donations have been less than in previ-
ous months and we are in definite danger of NOT making 
our goal of 200 bowls.  We are presently 77 bowls short.  
That is far too many for one person to make up, but if we 
all did two or more for the next meetings we would easily 
surpass our goal. 

HOW Program Update 
By George Kabacinski 

 

Bill Berry has concluded his two Hollowing classes and it 
appears that everyone went home with a nice work-in-
progress piece.  This is exactly how things were sup-
posed to end up.  Sadly, it sounds like Bill will no longer 
be teaching this class as part of the HOW program going 
forward.  As I’ve noted before Bill puts in a tremendous 
amount of time and energy preparing for each of his class 
sessions.  I would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to 
Bill Berry for all the time, effort, and dedication he has 
put into his past hollowing classes. 
 

If you missed the opportunity to take one of Bill’s hollow-
ing classes in the HOW program all I can say is – sorry, 
you did indeed miss a great opportunity.  However, we will 
have hollowing classes in the future.  A different instruc-
tor, maybe different teaching techniques, and a different 

class plan.  We’ll work on all that for a future class.  It will 
be difficult for someone to follow in Bill’s footsteps, but 
follow we must. 
 

I’ve been remiss in getting the website updated.  I prom-
ise to address that in the next week and work with Peter 
Copeland to get the updates posted to the site.  To be 
clear, it is not Peter holding this up.  I need to get him all 
the updated information. 
 

Here are just a few additions, changes and updates on 
upcoming classes: 
 

POSTPONED – This is only a reminder! 
Greg Gonsalves was scheduled to teach a Mini Hat 
class near the end of March.  However, his work sched-
ule is preventing him from doing so at this point in time.  
So his class is being postponed a while.  Greg indicated 
that summertime might be a better time for his class.  

Continued on page 4 
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Those who were signed up for Greg’s class have been 
notified by e-mail and we’ll update everyone when the 
new class date is set. 

 

NEWLY SCHEDULED –  
Delbert Pond will be teaching a Platter class on Satur-
day, August 1, 2015.  Delbert did a demo on his meth-
ods for turning a platter at a GCWA meeting in 2014 
and he made it look pretty straight forward.  I, for one, 
am looking forward to taking his class.  Delbert has 
proven himself to be a very good turner, creative, inno-
vative, and a good instructor.  It should be a great class 
indeed. 

 

UPCOMING CLASSES -  
Kai Muenzer has a class coming up for Vessels with a 
Rim Foot.  The date for this class is Saturday, April 11, 
2015.  This class will explore unique mounting methods 
for making a really cool turning that will have your 
friends asking ‘how did you do that?’  Last month I men-
tioned this class would fill up and that’s not far from the 
current status.  There is one slot remaining in this class 
as I write this article. 
 

Tom Irven will teach his class on Hand Chased Threads 
on Saturday, April 25, 2015.  There are several open-
ings in this class allowing folks to get in if they act fast.  
Why fast?  Because this class will fill up.  Really?  I 

wrote that last month and now there is only one slot 
open! 
 

Tom Irven will be busy with teaching classes in the 
GCWA HOW program!  His Salt/Pepper Mill class will 
have two sessions.  Session one will be Saturday, May 
30, 2015.  This session is filled with room on the wait 
list.  Session two will be Sunday (yes, Sunday) May 31, 
2015.  Session two has a couple of openings, ah, make 
that one opening so you still have [just] a bit of time to 
get in on this class. 

 

Of course we have more classes scheduled for later in the 
year.  We’ll get the class information updated on the web 
site “soon”.  If you have an idea for a class or would like to 
teach a class as part of the GCWA HOW program please 
speak up.  You can e-mail George Kabacinski at 
cl23314@gmail.com or catch me at one of the general 
meetings or the Open Shop Night – Cypress location.  Or 
reach out to any of the GCWA board members with your 
ideas. 
 

To register for any of the GCWA HOW classes you must 
send in your registration fee.  The check should be 
made payable to GCWA.  The rate for each class day is 
$35.  Some classes also have a materials fee which is 
payable at the class.  Registration checks can be mailed 
to George Kabacinski at PO Box 2755, Cypress, TX 
77410.  If you have specific questions about a class or 
would like to get on the wait list for a class you can e-mail 
me at cl23314@gmail.com. 

Continued from page 3, HOW Program 

New Turners Track 
By Fog Tanner 

Several years ago GCWA established session at the re-
treat for new woodturners, the ones that had either just 
bought a lathe or were looking at getting one.  The pri-
mary goal was to teach the “how to get started without 
hurting yourself” to those new turners.  Today, this is still 
the main goal of the sessions. 
 

The new turner is always faced with not knowing “the 
how” to do pretty much everything around a lathe.  This 
starts with the safety aspect to the correct way to use the 
assortment of tools.  Most of the time, they start with a 
video of a professional and everything looks good and 
they know exactly what to do – and then they turn the 
lathe on and get the “deer in the headlights” look.  One of 
the goals of this session is to let the new turner know 
what to do before and after hitting the on switch. 
 

Unlike the DVDs, we will start out with the safety aspect of 
turning.  Woodturning has several areas which can be 
hazardous, like dust, but are often missed or glossed 
over.  Others are not so obvious, such as the correct tool 
for the task at hand.  Paul and myself have a number of 
years in dealing with these issues and will go over all of 
them along with their solutions. 
 

We will progress through the various tools at the turner’s 
disposal.  This ranges from types of gouges and their us-
age to what is a scraper and everything in-between.  

Woodturning is tool-junkie’s heaven.  Spend as much as 
you want on the latest tool, or be more practical where 
you buy only what you need to achieve what you are try-
ing to do.  We will go over the differences in the tools 
used in spindle turning and bowl turning, two different 
grain orientations and usages of the tools. 
 

Tool usage is what will consume the rest of the morning, 
the only project will be to make shavings, and not just any 
shaving, but the correct shaving for what you are trying to 
do.  This portion will be all about “spindle” turning, tool 
usage and stance around the lathe.  We will cover the 
basic cuts that you will use in making projects, but the first 
project will be to make those basic cuts and having the 
tool do what you want.  As with anything, it is all about 
practice which is what Paul and I will be helping you do. 
 

The afternoon will be the easy side, its after lunch and 
everyone is full, so we will be making a bowl.  Bowl mak-
ing is easier than spindle work, but the grain orientation is 
different along with the tool usage and stance around the 
lathe.  The goal of this portion of the day is to come away 
with a round (more or less) shape that is pleasing to the 
eye.  Pleasing being subjective and likely to change as 
you progress from newbie to advanced. 
 

The intent at the end of the day, is for the new turner to 
come away with the safety practices and understanding of 
the tool skills so they can refine them to the point of pro-
ducing recognizable projects. 
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All Those Classes …. 
I’m Confused ….. 

By George Kabacinski 
 

GCWA has a lot going on in terms of woodturning educa-
tion for its members, and even more when you add in our 
public demonstrations.  For our newer members, and for 
some longer term members who may not have kept up, 
here's a quick review of what's what. 
 

Probably the single biggest event is the GCWA Annual 
Retreat.  This is a weekend long event held each May at 
the Montgomery County Fairgrounds in Conroe, TX.  The 
retreat is unquestionably (at least in my mind) the abso-
lute best value in woodturning education available short of 
having a seasoned turner in your family or as a neighbor.  
We have some 25 hands-on, small group classes cover-
ing a wide variety of topics with classes geared to novice 
turners all the way through advanced turners.  The event 
runs Saturday morning through Sunday afternoon and 
costs members $50 which includes two catered hot 
lunches.  A feature of this event specifically geared to new 
turners is the New Turner Track (see Fog Tanner's arti-
cle).  This is a full Saturday class geared to getting started 
right with instructors focused on the basics of turning and 
having students complete multiple projects while they 
learn about the equipment and tools, safety, tool control 
and the fun of woodturning.  Watch for more details on the 
2015 GCWA Retreat in the newsletter, at the general 
meetings and at the open shop events. 
 

So the retreat is a focused weekend of turning.  Addition-
ally we have the GCWA Hands-On Workshops (HOW) 
program.  This is a series of classes that are offered 
throughout the year.  The classes are typically held at a 
members shop.  Classes are generally limited to six stu-
dents and feature an instructor from within GCWA.  The 
vast majority of the HOW classes are one day classes of 
roughly six hour of hands-on instruction.  These classes 
are offered on weekend days since that is when most 
GCWA members are available, although we may test out 
weekday class offerings in the future.  HOW classes are 
$35 per class day for most classes.  Unlike the retreat 

lunch is on your own.  The HOW program is essentially 
modeled after the retreat classes, except they are all day 
classes allowing for more in depth content and topics 
which are better suited for a longer class. 
 

That pretty much covers what we do with local hands-on 
classes with our local instructors.  There are also educa-
tional opportunities with nationally and internationally re-
nowned visiting turners.  Typically we bring in one or two 
lead turners each year.  We include a demo day for all of 
the membership to enjoy and learn from the turner's dem-
onstration.  We combine that with several days of small 
group, hands-on classes.  Again, these are held at a 
members shop.  The costs of bringing in lead turners can 
be substantial and include their daily fee, travel, and other 
costs.  Therefore, these hands-on classes are priced 
higher than our local class offerings.  However, in every 
case they are a fraction of the comparable costs of visiting 
the turner’s studio for classes or taking a class with the 
turner at one of the craft schools, plus the cost of travel, 
lodging and meals away from home.  Taking part in these 
classes in Houston is a great opportunity and a great 
value for our membership. 
 

In addition to all of these organized classes we have the 
monthly meeting demos, the monthly Open Shop Night 
and our mentoring program.  These are all ways we can 
each continue to expand our knowledge and skills in 
woodturning.  And for those who would prefer to learn, or 
just be entertained, from the comfort of their easy chair 
we have the club DVD library with literally hundreds of 
DVDs covering a myriad of topics and interest related to 
woodturning. 
 

All of this may sound complicated to some and for many it 
all just seems to happen by magic.  It's just there for the 
taking and that's because there are a number of your fel-
low members who regularly devote considerable time, 
effort and commitment to “making it happen”.  You too 
can become part of the action by participating in one of 
the many educational opportunities of GCWA or volun-
teering to help in a way that suites your interests and abili-
ties.  Just contact any of the board members to explore 
volunteer opportunities. 

the way to our desired depth.  This made 
the hollowing much easier, as we had no 
center highpoint to deal with and it was a 
great indicator when we had hollowed to 
our desired final depth.  We then marked 
our desired top opening diameter and be-
gan the hollowing.  I first used the articu-
lated system and hollowed an area the size 
of the opening down to about the middle of 
the vessel.  Then I worked the area under the top and 
along the walls toward my desired thickness.  Bill said 
“Measure often.  Otherwise, you get a bowl and a ring, not 
a hollow form.”  After lunch, we all swapped systems, so I 
continued hollowing to the bottom of the vessel using the 

“D” handle system.  Of the two 
systems, I think I prefer the ar-
ticulated system, as it seemed 
more fluid, especially in the tight 
spot under the top of the vessel.  
When I reached my desired 
thickness, I switched cutters to 
a scraper tip to make a final, 
smooth surface on the inside.  
Then I reversed the form, removed the tenon and finished 
the bottom (similar process as with regular bowls).  And 
now I’ve made my first hollow form and set out on a whole 
new aspect of woodturning!  A special thanks to Bill Berry 
for sharing his expertise and knowledge with all of us who 
are just beginning this awesome hobby, to George for the 
use of his shop and to Scott for hosting our class. 

Continued from page 2, Hollowing Class 



March 2015 - Page 6 

 

 

Turning with Al Stirt 
 

By John McCaskill 
 

After his all-day Saturday demonstration for GCWA, AL 
Stirt then led 3 classes (one of them twice) at George 
Kabacinski's shop. Each class included 6 eager students. 
 
Al's first class, held Sunday, was titled Bowl Turning/
Balancing.  The main topic was balancing the grain pat-
terns in the finished bowl to give it a side-to-side balance 
for pattern inside the bowl when finished. The class 
started with Al demonstrating the method.  Then we 
started with a green blank and learned how to initially po-
sition and balance the blank between centers, using the 
bark as a reference. 
 
The next step was to make preliminary cuts on the bowl 
base and again adjust the tailstock center using the now-
exposed growth rings as a guide to get the most 
"balanced" grain. Once the preliminary balancing was 
done, we continued turning and adjusting as needed until 
we were satisfied with the overall balance from the out-
side. We finish-turned the outside and a tenon on the 
base. 
 
Al showed us how to grind a 
scraper into what he calls a 
Shear Scraper and use it to 
get a nicely finished surface 
on the outside of the rough-
turned bowl.  I had 1/2" and 
1" scrapers which I re-
ground to make the shear 
scrapers.  I liked the effect.  
So I will have to replace the 
one I had previously ground as a negative rake scraper. 
 
Once we reversed the bowl to turn the inside, the effect of 
the balancing began to appear.  After the bowls were 
rough turned, we continued experimenting with the cuts 
and the balancing.  I tried a second blank to see how 
much of Al's teaching I retained.  Not as much as I hoped, 
but I'll keep trying. We all left with a roughed out bowl. 
 
The second class was 
called Turned, Painted and 
Carved sgraffito platter. The 
class again started with a 
demo by Al.  We then 
started with a roughly round 
dry blank and turned a plat-
ter.  We used the shear 
scraper to get a surface fin-
ish needing very little sanding.  Then, we played with dif-
ferent effects on the previously smooth surface. I finished 
up with a series of small, closely spaced beads on the 
back side of my platter.  These beads were made using a 
"detail gouge", which started life as a 1/2" spindle gouge, 
but was reground with a 60 degree bevel with no side 
grind.  The effect was very nice.  I'll keep practicing that 

one.  We then painted the front face of the platter with 
black gesso.  After the gesso dried, we finish-turned the 
bowl area, using the Al Stirt version of a "bowl" gouge, 
which is made by grinding a small bowl gouge lying flat on 
the grinder rest, again with no side grind.  This gouge 
leaves a great finish.  A small groove emphasized the bor-
der between the area to be carved and the bowl interior. 
 
The next step was to carve through the paint to create a 
pleasing pattern.  Al demonstrated both rotary and recip-
rocating tools.  Each in the class experimented with a few 
different tools and patterns from Mylar to see which we 
liked best.  After playing with it a while, I wound up liking a 
pattern Walter Mooney used on his, and used one very 
similar to his, using a rotary carver.  I did find a used 
Ryobi reciprocating carved on E-bay for $40 and ordered 
it. When it arrived, I found I had lucked out and gotten one 
with all the original chisels and very little use.  It looked 
like the original owner had used it once or twice, then put 
it away. 
 
The final class (repeated on 
Wednesday), was a Turned 
and Carved Square Platter.  
We started with a dry 
square blank (rectangular 
works, too) and turned a 
square platter.  The shear 
scraper, detail gouge and 
bowl gouge again came into 
play for this project. This time the shear scraper was used 
first to smooth the back, then to turn a series of large 
coves on the back, and finally turn a series of closely 
spaced small coves within the larger coves.  These coves 
were spaced in a semi-random pattern, close enough to 
be pleasing to the eye. 
 
The face was turned us-
ing gouges, the shear 
scraper and bowl gouge 
prior to carving.  We 
used rotary tools to carve 
the pattern on the platter 
face, experimenting with 
various cutters.  After 
carving, we colored the 
entire platter with con-
trasting colors of milk paint.  I used red and then black. 
 
The final step was to use Scotch-Brite to rough up the top 
layer of the dry milk paint to both allow the first layer to 
show through in spots and to reveal the carved pattern.  I 
found that both Home Depot and Ace hardware had their 
own brands rather than Scotch-Brite, but they are equiva-
lent and work the same. 
 
I found I really enjoyed these classes.  Al Stirt is a person-
able instructor (with an infectious laugh) who is not only 
very talented, but an excellent communicator.  He's a lot 
of fun to work with. 



March 2015 - Page 7 

 

 

The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the February Meeting  

More pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Andy Chen 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2014 and 2015 general 
meetings will be held at the Mendenhall Community 
Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of West-
view Dr 

 

March 21, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

April 6, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

April 18, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

May 4, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

May 9, 10, 2015 ~ GCWA Spring retreat ~ 8:30AM - 
5:00PM 

 

June 8, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 20, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 25 - 28, 2015 ~ AAW Annual International Sym-
posium, Pittsburgh, PA 

 

July 6, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 18, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 3, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 15, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 21 - 23, 2015 ~ SWAT annual symposium 
 

Note: The retreat has been moved because of 
scheduling conflicts. 

March Meeting 

March Meeting Program 

Jigs and Fixtures 
Moderated by Walter Mooney 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Don Fluker - President 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

George Kabacinski - Vice President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney –Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Kai Muenzer - Board Member 
(281) 496-5769 
kai.muenzer@shell.com 

 

Scott Haddix - Board Member 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Board Member 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Pete Copeland - Website Creative 
Director 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech 
Director/Forum Administrator 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andychentx@gmail.com 

Mendenhall Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
George Kabacinski 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2015 GCWA 


