
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Attention members:  If you have not paid your dues for 
2015, this newsletter will be the last you receive. 
 

Our annual Retreat is going to be one weekend earlier 
than usual this year due to the fairgrounds being booked.  
It is May 9 and 10.  I encourage you to check out Lane 
Bradford’s Board Feet article on page ?? for a lot more 
information about it.  If you still have some questions, you 
can contact me or any Board member. 
 

I have to tell somebody!  Janice Levi has had one of her 
necklaces accepted into the AAW juried show, “Merging.”  
The only thing that I can say besides congratulations is 
“WHAT TOOK THEM SO DARN LONG?” 
 

A great big THANK YOU to all who brought a bowl for 
Empty Bowls in March.  We now have 158 and that is just 
42 shy of our goal of 200.  Again this month, if you bring a 
bowl to the meeting, you will receive 5 free raffle tickets 
for each bowl.  I will be accepting bowls at the Retreat 
also and you will get 5 free raffle tickets for each bowl you 
submit to be used at the JUNE meeting, NOT the Retreat. 
 

From Renee LeBlanc, the chair person of Empty Bowls: 
 

Whole Food Community Giving Day on May 7:  
Whole Foods donates 5% of their net sales for the 
day to Empty Bowls.  We do demonstrations from 10 
to 6 at all of the stores and talk to the customers 
about Empty Bowls and how it benefits the Food 
Bank.  If you would like to represent GCWA and 
demo, please let Renee LeBlanc know.  Contact her 
at arleblanccon@yahoo.com.  She can give you a list 
of the stores and the times for which she need dem-
onstrators. 

 

Empty Bowls at Houston Center for Contemporary Craft 
on May 16: 

If you are interested in demonstrating there, please 
contact Don Fluker.  Demonstrators set up at 9:30 
and the day ends at 3:00 p.m. 

 

This month, April 25, “The Museum Experience: Zone 
2” (Formerly known as The Gathering of the Guilds) will 
be at the Houston Center for Contemporary Craft from 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and we will be demonstrating for 
them.  If you are interested in helping please contact me 
for more info. 
 
April 15 is a big day to remember.  Not only is your in-
come tax due, but your vote for officers and board mem-
bers of GCWA for next year is due.  You should have re-

ceived your ballot in the e-mail if you have paid your dues 
for this year.  Please contact me or George Kabacinski if 
you did not receive the ballot.  Results will be announced 
at the Retreat. 
 

The AAW symposium is June 25-28 in Pittsburgh.  I was 
able to attend this last year and it was a great experience.  
Our very own Jerry Bennett and Janice Levi will be dem-
onstrators at this year’s symposium.  Get more informa-
tion about the symposium at: http://www.woodturner.org. 
 

August will be here before you known it and so will the 
SWAT (SouthWest Association of Turners) Symposium.  
It is in Waco, Texas August 21-23.  Registration has be-
gun and you can find more info at http://
www.swaturners.org.  SWAT is the best regional sympo-
sium in the US. 
 

The Houston Woodcraft stores have decided to give our 
club members the 10% discount on the third Saturday of 
the month.  ONLY the 3rd Sat. 
 

The May board meeting will be on April 27 and the news-
letter should be out on May 1st due to early retreat date. 
 

It is that time of the year when the weather is great and 
we start turning a lot more.  Please remember to do so 
safely. 
 

Keep the chips flying, 

 
Don Fluker 
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HOW Program Update 
By George Kabacinski 

 

As promised last month we did get the web site listing of 
classes updated!  Hooray!  Or as some might say, finally!  
Honestly, I will endeavor to keep it more up-to-date in the 
future.  We’ll have to wait and see how that goes. 
 
We’ll have a short break in the action with no classes hap-
pening since the last newsletter.  So there is not all that 
much new to report this month.  By the time you read this 
in the April newsletter we will have completed Kai’s class 
on a Vessel with a Foot on the Rim.  That should be a 
very interesting class.  So look forward to the May news-
letter for a recap. 
 
Here are just a few updates on upcoming classes. 
 
POSTPONED – This is only a reminder! 
 

Greg Gonsalves was scheduled to teach a Mini Hat 
class near the end of March.  However his work 
schedule is preventing him from doing so at this 
point in time.  So his class is being postponed a 
while.  Greg indicated that summertime might be 
a better time for his class.  Those who were 
signed up for Greg’s class have been notified by 
e-mail and we’ll update everyone when the new 
class date is set. 

 
UPCOMING CLASSES -  
 

Kai Muenzer has a class coming up for Vessels With 
a Foot on the Rim.  The date for this class is Sat-
urday, April 11, 2015.  This class will explore 
unique mounting methods for making a really cool 
turning that will have your friends asking ‘how did 
you do that?’  The class did fill up as expected.  
However there has been a last minute cancella-
tion that we will try to fill prior to the class. 

 

Tom Irven will teach his class on Hand Chased 
Threads on Saturday, April 25, 2015.  Last month 
I reported there was only one slot left open.  Well, 
as expected, that slot has been claimed.  How-

ever, this week I also received a cancellation so 
there’s still a spot open! 

 

Andy Chen will be back to teach the second rotation 
of his Segmenting 101 class on Saturday, May 2nd 
and Sunday, May 3rd.   This is a two-day class 
and, yes, it’s already full.  If you are interested in 
this class get your name on the wait list.  If there 
are enough people waiting we ‘may’ be able to 
get a third rotation of this class sometime in the 
future. 

 

Tom Irven will be busy with teaching classes in the 
GCWA HOW program!  His Salt/Pepper Mill class 
will have two sessions.  Session one will be Sat-
urday, May 30, 2015.  This session is filled with 
room on the wait list.  Session two will be Sunday 
(yes, Sunday) May 31, 2015.  Amazingly there is 
still one opening for the Sunday session. 

 
Of course we have more classes scheduled for later in the 
year.  You can check out the recently updated information 
on the club’s web site for more details.  If you have an 
idea for a class or would like to teach a class as part of 
the GCWA HOW program please speak up.  You can e-
mail me at cl23314@gmail.com or catch me at one of the 
general meetings or the Open Shop Night – Cypress loca-
tion.  Or reach out to any of the GCWA board members 
with your ideas. 
 
To register for any of the GCWA HOW classes you must 
send in your registration fee.  The check should be 
made payable to GCWA.  The rate for each class day is 
$35.  Some classes also have a materials fee which is 
payable at the class.  Registration checks can be mailed 
to George Kabacinski at PO Box 2755, Cypress, TX 
77410.  If you have specific questions about a class or 
would like to get on the wait list for a class you can e-mail 
George at cl23314@gmail.com. 

Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 
$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 

INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE - Ruth Niles stainless steel bottle stoppers, 
style 301, for sale at discounted pricing.  Contact George 
Kabacinski at CL23314@gmail.com for information or 
GCWA members can check out the ads on the Market-
place board of the GCWA Member Only Forum from our 
web site.  

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 
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Board Feet 
By Lane Bradford 

 

Have you registered for the GCWA 2015 Spring Retreat 
yet?  Many of our members have and several classes are 
almost full already.  Make absolutely certain that you indi-
cate your second and third choices just in case your first 
choice is full.  Now, obviously you can not register for any 
retreat classes until you have paid your annual dues.  So 
make sure you have done that also.  For those of you that 
have never been to one of our retreats let me give you a 
quick guide to the weekend activities.  If you already own 
a mini-lathe please bring it.  If you don’t already own one, 
we should have enough there for you to borrow one for a 
class.  Bring all of your normal lathe tools and accesso-
ries, i.e., live center, drive center and 4-jaw chuck with a 
screw drive.  Please note, we have found the hard way 
that a Jet mini-lathe live center does not always fit a Delta 
mini-lathe.  So be careful. 
 
Bring a pencil & notebook, an assortment of sandpaper 
and your favorite finish or wax.  For beginners, we will 
have lathes and a limited number of tool sets you are wel-
come to borrow.  For the rest of us “old timers”, please 
respect the Beginners Area and let their teachers do all 
the teaching. 
 
Friday at retreat is set-up from about noon till well after 
dark.  We will have some refreshments there for those of 
you that need sustenance to hold you over till you get a 
decent meal.  You are welcome to bring your cot and 
spend the night in the Montgomery Fairgrounds in our air-
conditioned building. 
 
Saturday morning at 8:30 we begin with opening remarks 
and the first class rotation at 9:00-12:00.  You will get a 
wonderful (certainly not Weight-Watchers approved) ca-
tered lunch, included in the price of registration.  The af-
ternoon class rotation starts at 1:30 and this is a different 
class from what you registered for in the morning.  After 
the afternoon class you are free to leave, go home, or go 
out to eat and come back to turn on your own or get into 
one of the discussion groups. 

Sunday morning at 8:30 we start again with our usual an-
nouncements, and the Sunday morning class rotation at 
9:00-12:00.  Then you will have another of those great, 
but not slimming, catered meals that your registration has 
paid for.  After lunch is mandatory clean-up!  We have to 
leave the building exactly as clean as we found it.  So 
everything has to be put back up, packed up, loaded up 
and swept up.  Notice the use of all those UP’s?  Sitting 
down and watching everyone else is frowned upon.  After 
a quick 30 minutes of the “ups” we have our retreat raffle 
which is always much bigger than any of our meeting raf-
fles.  So you will want to buy lots of raffle tickets and 
maybe you will win one of the numerous WOW! prizes. 
The club will furnish soft drinks, cold water and hot coffee.  
If you have a favorite desert please bring it to share with 
everyone.  Don’t forget to bring your personal safety 
equipment, smocks, face shield, dust mask, etc.  Before 
you go home to recuperate and practice all that you have 
learned take a moment to tell Don Fluker, George, 
Reggie, or me what we need to change to make our re-
treat better.  We want to improve every year and we can 
not do it without your suggestions. 
 
The GCWA trailer that hauls all of our A/V equipment, and 
club demo lathes is in need of normal maintenance and 
repairs.  As usual, we would prefer a volunteer to help us 
but if we can not find a volunteer we can pay to have 
these repairs done.  We need the electric breaks on the 
trailer checked and maybe repaired, hubs greased, power 
wash the exterior, on the interior we need to find and fix 
any leaks, make sure the plywood walls are all soundly 
attached and that our equipment tie-down points are all 
still good.  Except for the breaks our home-handymen can 
probably do what needs to be done.  What we need are 
suggestions or volunteers to either do the work or to take 
charge and see that all that needs to be done is done.   
 
August is when we have SWAT.  If you are not familiar 
with SWAT then you are definitely in for a huge surprise.  
As it approaches, I’ll be telling you more, but for now just 
think of it as a trip to Waco with 140+ woodturning ven-
dors waiting to lighten your billfold and weigh down your 
cars trunk or pickup’s bed.  Everyone MUST go to SWAT 
at least once before they die. 

Tool Swap This Month 
By Bill Berry 

 

One of the popular activities of some of our meetings is a 
"Turning Tool Swap".  We are going to do it again at the 
April meeting.  Those of you who didn’t bring your “stuff,” 
to the last tool swap, get it all together, now that you know 
how it works.  If you have any wood, turning tools and 
turning sundries that you want to SELL or TRADE, please 
bring them to the meeting.  Start digging out all those sel-
dom or never used items that are collecting dust.  It could 
be just the tool someone else "needs".  There will be ta-
bles set up to display all of your items.  Please have all 
tools marked with your name and a price. 
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More about the Annual Retreat 
By George Kabacinski 

 

In a couple of past articles I’ve provided some back-
ground information about what the GCWA Annual Retreat 
is and, more or less, what to expect for those who haven’t 
attended in the past.  I’ve only had a few questions result-
ing from those articles (or something totally unrelated, 
who knows).  I thought I’d try to fill in a few gaps and add 
a bit more detail using a Q&A format to conserve on 
space some.  Hopefully some of our members will find this 
useful. 
 

What happens when I arrive at the Retreat? 
 

As you enter you’ll need to stop by the registration table.  
It’s hard to miss since it’s right there (actually left) as you 
enter the main door.  You’ll pickup your event name 
badge and move on in.  In the area will be a board (or 
listing) of all the classes, their locations, and who is regis-
tered.  That’s in case you have any questions as to what 
classes you’re in.  Proceed to your first class and get set 
up and ready.  Prior to any classes getting going there will 
be some introductory comments and safety reviews.  This 
is mandatory, so is safety during the entire event. 
 
Don’t skip the part about picking up your badge.  You 
must have an event name badge for classes, demos and 
the lunch line. 
 

I didn’t get to registering ahead of time.  Can I register 
on-site? 
 

Yes.  On-site registration is available, although it is slight 
higher than pre-registration.  Lunches are typically avail-
able, but that is not guaranteed for on-site registrations as 
the number of lunches must be confirmed with the cater-
ers days/weeks ahead of the event. 
 
What if I didn’t get the class I wanted, want to change 
classes, decided not to take a class I’m registered 
for? 
 

Okay, change happens.  The ‘official’ registration list for 
each class is at the class location on a large board.  
There is one page for each time slot.  It has a list of the 
‘officially’ registered students for that class.  If there are 
openings they are so noted. 
 
If you want to change from one class to another and there 
is an opening in the class you want – sign the list for the 
class you want and then …. and this is very important 
….go back and cross your name off the list of the class 
you are leaving. 
 
If you are not registered into a class for a given time slot 
and want to take up an open slot write your name in for it.   
Otherwise, enjoy the demo going on during that time slot, 
chat with fellow turners or grab some wood and turn in the 
open turning area. 
 
In any case please be sure you are qualified to participate 
in the class you are signing up for.  If you are an interme-

diate turner and you sign up for an advanced only class 
one of two things can happen 1) the instructor can ask 
you to leave the class, or 2) you’ll be unable to keep up 
with the class and hold everyone else up.  The skill rat-
ings are there for a good reason.  You need the minimum 
skill level identified to be successful in the class.  Any ex-
ceptions need to be cleared with the instructor well ahead 
of the class period. 
 
There are no wait lists for classes at the Retreat.  It is not 
practical to think an instructor can be getting a class 
started and be walking around asking for whoever is next 
on a wait list.  It just doesn’t work.  So if you are not in a 
class and want to be in it stand by for a few minutes (out 
of the way, of course) and see if anyone fails to show up 
for the class.  Although not a frequent occurrence, it does 
happen occasionally. 
 

What if I’m going to be late for a class, or I simply 
don’t make it in time for the class start? 
 

If you know you are going to be late you need to contact 
the instructor well in advance of the class.  He/she will 
either approve a late start or let you know that getting 
there late is not going to work for that class and you need 
to drop out of the class.  It is simply unfair to the other 
students to expect an instructor to take the time to get 
someone brought up to speed as that takes instructor 
time away from all the other students. 
 
Classes need to start on time.  There is a limited amount 
of time for each class and the morning classes especially 
need to end on time.  The instructor may very well have 
commitments after the class and may not be available to 
stick around and continue the instruction.  With these con-
siderations if a student is not at a lathe and ready to start 
within five minutes of the scheduled start time then the 
slot is forfeited.  If there is someone else in the area who 
wants that class slot it will be reassigned.  There may 
also be an announcement made of an opening in the 
class.  Once that happens the slot is considered filled and 
you lose your spot.  A bit harsh, yes, but there are only so 
many class slots available and it is not practical or polite 
to hold up a class from starting on time. 
 

What must I do at the end of class? 
 

Clean your area, remove your tools and other equipment 
from the area and be sure the area is ready for the next 
class.  Also, help your neighbors do the same.  We all 
want to start class with a nice clean, safe work environ-
ment so just follow the Golden Rule of treating others as 
you want to be treated. 
 

I have special dietary restrictions …. I’m a vegetarian 
….. etc.  Can special accommodations be made for 
me at lunch. 
 

While we would really like to accommodate everyone this 
is a fully volunteer event.  There are two catered lunches.  
One will be BBQ and sides and the other will be fried cat-
fish (prepared onsite) and sides.  If you have specific 

Continued on page 5 
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questions regarding the menu please contact Don Fluker 
prior to May 1, 2015.  Should your dietary restrictions not 
be supported by the catered meals you may want to bring 
your own lunch. 
 

Is there an option to stay in the building at night in-
stead of driving home or getting a hotel room? 
 

Yes.  Talk with Don Fluker prior to May 1, 2015.   Typi-
cally we have several members who stay in the building at 
night.  Lights out (lathes off) is usually around 11 p.m., 
roughly.  And it tends to be an early morning as event 
staff and instructors arrive to be ready as the participants 
arrive.  There are no showers in the area.  There are rest-
rooms in a separate building close by.  They are clean but 
‘rustic’ in nature.  Having some members stay over in the 
building is both convenient for them and a plus for GCWA 
as it removes the need to hire security for the night.  So it 
is definitely a win-win. 
 

My class indicates it has a materials fee.  How is that 
handled? 
 

Materials fees are payable to the instructor at the time the 
class begins.  Please bring correct change if at all possi-
ble.  The materials fee typically covers things like wood, 
kits, supplies, etc. needed for the class.  In limited situa-
tions an instructor may also offer special jigs, or supplies 
for sale after the class.  These are transactions between 
the students and the instructor and do not involved 
GCWA.  You are not obligated to purchase optional items 
at the class. 
 

At some of the GCWA meetings there is a Tool Swap.  
Will there be one at the Retreat as well? 
 

Yes.  There will be a designated area for a tool swap.  Be 
sure that anything you are offering for sale is clearly 
marked with your asking price and name.  All transactions 
are between the buyer and seller and do not involve 
GCWA. 
 
All items must be picked up (sold or unsold) by the end of 
lunch on Sunday.  Anything remaining will be considered 
abandoned property and may find its way into the raffle or 
other disposal as deemed appropriate at the time. 
 

I’ve heard there is activity at the event on Friday eve-
ning.  What’s that all about? 
 

A lot.  Starting about noon on Friday folks are bringing in 
their lathes and other stuff for the event.  Friday afternoon 
and evening are all about getting everything setup and 
ready for classes to begin on Saturday morning.  Typically 
there are 40+ people who show up and help with all the 
work.  Cars, trucks, and trailers need to be unloaded.  
Equipment is staged.  Tables and chairs are setup.  The 
kitchen area is setup as is the raffle table and Instant Gal-
lery.  Then each lathe is tested and, if needed, cleaned 
and readied for use on Saturday morning.  All in all it’s a 
monumental task and yet it seems to go smoothly every 
year.  Granted there are some pretty tuckered out folks at 

the end of the evening when things start to settle down.  
That’s when the fun starts … discussions with fellow turn-
ers, open Q & A, open turning (be sure to clean up after-
wards!).  And then lights out …. oh, round about 11 or so.  
Jonathan Bartz is the man in charge of setup and cleanup 
for the Retreat.  He is well organized and takes his role 
very seriously.  His able assistant Lane Bradford is there 
to help direct the action as well. 
 

I’ve heard there is a great raffle every year?  When 
does it happen?   Where do I buy tickets?  Do I need 
to be present to win? 
 

The raffle is nothing short of spectacular every year and 
this year is not likely to be any different.  The raffle hap-
pens in two parts.  There are a few items raffled during 
lunch on Saturday, but the big raffle is Sunday at the end 
of the event.  Following lunch of Sunday everything is 
packed up and loaded and out of the building.  All the ta-
bles and most of the chairs are put up.  The building is 
basically cleared out except for the raffle table and some 
chairs for the participants.  Here again, Jonathan Bartz 
and Lane Bradford are in charge of cleanup.  Even the 
restrooms are cleaned.  Only then can the raffle get 
started. 
 
Tickets are sold throughout the event.  All ticket sales are 
done on-site.  Bring cash, no credit cards.  Prizes must be 
claimed when the ticket is pulled.  If you buy tickets and 
will not be there you may want to have a trusted friend 
watch your tickets and claim your prizes.  That’s an indi-
vidual helping an individual and does not involve GCWA.  
George is always willing to watch tickets for others; how-
ever there has been some question about his ability to 
keep the ticket ownership straight.  These are just unsub-
stantiated rumors, of course. 
 

In addition to the catered lunches is any other food 
provided? 
 

Well, yes.   Saturday and Sunday morning there are typi-
cally donuts, and coffee is a constant.  There will be sev-
eral coolers filled with water and soda for participants to 
just help themselves.   
 
Also, every year we have a voluntary gathering of good-
ies.  Lots of cakes, cookies, fruit and whatever anyone 
wants to bring in is arranged and available throughout the 
event.  So it’s easy to keep up your sugar high and en-
ergy level any time of day.  Everyone is invited to bring in 
a treat to share. 
 

I’m new to events like this, what is the Instant Gal-
lery? 
 

All participants are encouraged to bring in a few recent or 
special turnings to share with the other participants and 
for limited public viewing.  There is a special area setup 
for displaying your turnings.  It’s done up very nicely and 
it’s always amazing to see the variety of items on display 
representing all skill levels.  If you’re new to turning don’t 
be bashful.  Show off your stuff.  There will definitely be 

Continued from page 4 

Continued on page 6 
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someone who will want to see it and may want to talk with 
you about how you did it.  Be sure to fill out a card with 
your name and information about your turning. 
 
I’d like to bring my neighbor, boss, significant other 
to see what’s going on.  Is that allowed? 
 

Yes and no.  There is a provision to register your signifi-
cant other for the event even if they are not a turner.  This 
reduced registration fee includes lunches when done in 
advance.  The reduced registration does not include par-
ticipation in any of the classes. 
 
Members of the public are allowed in the turning area only 
with a designated club guide.  This is to ensure safety for 
the participants and the public.  Having folks wonder 
around while power tools are in use and participants are 
concentrating on their work can lead to accidents and 
therefore is not provided for.  There is a small ‘public area’ 
at the front entrance which includes the Instant Gallery 
and at least one Greeter who can provide information 
about woodturning and GCWA.  Limited members of the 
public may be granted guided tours of the turning area 
where they can be watched closely to ensure their safety 
as well as the participants. 
 
Is it too late to volunteer to help? 
 

Never.  There’s always something that needs to be done 
and we can certainly use some extra hands.  Please con-
tact Don Fluker, Lane Bradford, or George Kabacinski to 
volunteer.  We need help in a lot of areas some requiring 
physical strength and others simply a bit of your time.  
Everyone is welcome to get involved. 
 

I want to attend but I don’t have the tools needed.  Is 
there a way to address this? 
 

The club has several sets of loaner tools for participants 
who do not have their own tools yet.  These typically are 
used in the New Turner area on Saturday and available to 
those turners on Sunday as well.  If you are participating 
in the New Turner area you should be covered. 
 
There are a lot of participants with a lot of tools at the 
event.  Many are more than willing to help out with the 
loan of a few tools.  So don’t let your limited tool set be a 
roadblock to attending the best value in woodturning edu-
cation anywhere. 
 
We have several members who setup kits of lathe acces-
sories to be loaned out to those who do not have acces-
sories for mini lathes used at the event.  These are typi-
cally available for checkout near the raffle table. 
 

Someone told me I need to mark all my tools.  Why? 
 

With upwards of 100 turners, around 75 lathes, tons of 
tools, and all the other stuff it is possible for something to 
get misplaced.  Having all your stuff marked helps to en-
sure that anything that does get misplaced can find its 
way back to you quickly.  We have an ad-hoc lost-and-
found at the raffle table on Sunday after lunch.  But some 
things don’t get noticed until folks are at home and realize 
they are missing something or have something that be-
longs to someone else.  By marking all your stuff it really 
helps when something gets misdirected. 
 
It doesn’t take much to do this.  A simple piece of blue 
painters tape with your name will do the job, or using a 
Sharpie, or some other method.  It really does help in get-
ting things back to their rightful owners if something goes 
astray. 

Continued from page 5 

World Wood Day 2015 
By Andy Chen 

 

I received an e-mail from International Wood Culture Soci-
ety (IWCS) on January 21 inviting me to participate in this 
year’s World Wood Day (WWD) celebrations in Turkey as 
a woodturning demonstrator.  This was the same event 
that was held in China last year in which I did woodturning 
demonstration as well.  Michael Gibson from Georgia, 
Cynthia Gibson from South Carolina as well as a couple 
of other turners were also invited.  However, because of 
the late start, some of the original invitees had prior com-
mitment and declined to participate and Kathleen Duncan 
from Washington and Derek Weidman from Pennsylvania 
took their place.  For those who know Cynthia, of course 
she was invited as a pyrographer not a turner.  Another 
AAW member, Jacques Vesery from Maine was invited as 
well but he acted in the capacity of a carver.  As a matter 
of fact, he was the team leader of a collaborative carving 
project. 
 
The main events took place in Odunpazari, Eskişehir, Tur-
key, a city ~190 miles southeast of Istanbul, with a popu-

lation of ~800,000, two universities (one being the largest 
in the country) and two military bases.  There were close 
to 300 participants from 93 countries involved in activities 
ranging from academic symposium on wood engineering, 
architecture, etc. wood carving, woodturning, carpentry 
competition for young students, children’s educational 
program involving wood, to musical programs on a wide 
variety of wood instruments and folk arts. 
 
I had made a suggestion to the organizers to have a cou-
ple of Jet 1221VS lathes for us to do the demonstration 
on.  Jet was generous enough to have donated one and it 
was going to be shipped from one of their European deal-
ers in Prague, Czech Republic.  Unfortunately, this lathe 
was held up at the customs and never showed up while 
we were in Turkey.  The local government provided two 
brand-new mini lathes made by Scheppach, a German 
manufacturer.  They weigh only 75 lb, with a 12” swing, a 
½ HP motor and manual 5-speed adjustment with a mini-
mum speed of 650 rpm.  There were two local woodturn-
ers that joined us as well, with one bringing a larger, floor 
model lathe (of the same brand) that had mechanical 

Continued on page 7 
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speed adjustment.  So, we 
had three working lathes and 
six turners, not ideal but it 
was workable.  We would 
work in teams of two and 
could take a break from time 
to time.  Derek does most 
fascinating turnings of animal 
figures by turning on multiple 
centers and thus requires a heavier lathe with continu-
ously adjustable speed.  So, he teamed up with one of the 
locals with the heavier lathe.  I teamed up with the other 
local and Kathleen and Michael would work together. 
 

When you demo in such a situation, securing the wood 
stock suitable for turning is a challenge.  Beech is a very 
common tree in Europe and Asia and that was what we 
were supplied with.  In the dried form beech is easy to 
turn but I had never turned green beech which was what 
we were provided with and it was so green that water 
spun out when we turned.  For the most part it was rather 
easy to turn but occasionally when there was interlocking 
grain it had a tendency to dig out.  I rarely turn green 
wood and when I do, I usually rough-turn first, let it dry 
and then finish-turn.  Therefore, it was rather striking to 
finish turn a round 5” green bowl on one day and the next 
day it is 4 ½” by 5” at the rim.  We turned open bowls, spin 
tops, candle sticks, finials, vases, goblets and hollow 
forms during the three days 
of demonstration.  In addi-
tion, Derek turned hearts and 
did pyrography on one.  I 
think he stole a few hearts 
too while we were there.  
Given the circumstances, I 
felt our accomplishment was 
pretty respectable. 
 

Among the “folk artists”, one really stood out, at least from 
a woodturner’s standpoint, a Moroccan woodturner.  I am 
sure some of you have seen this YouTube clip on a guy 
doing spindle turning in front of his store.  Actually there 
are two, one on the father the other on the son.  Well, the 
son, Hassan El Farissi 
(https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=IHHM6hpvCqc) 
was invited by IWCS to dem-
onstrate in Turkey.  I’ll tell 
you, I am sure glad that they 
didn’t put him next to us.  His 
“lathe” is just a ~2’ long ¾” 
square steel bar (the “tool 
rest”) and two blocks of 
wood each with a steel spike 
acting as centers.  The 
“headstock” is fixed and the 
“tailstock” is held in with his 
left foot.  The power is pro-
vided with a bow that he op-

erates with his right hand.  He has just one tool, a skew 
chisel made probably of carbon steel.  His left hand holds 
the skew but his right foot manipulates the tool for intri-
cate cuts.  I dropped my jaw when he told me how he 
sharpened his skew, on anything, rock, brick, sidewalk!!!  
We invited him over to turn on our modern electric lathe.  
He was just at home, turning with both hands and after 
turning a spindle with a captive ring he says it’s too easy!!!  
Hassan is a very pleasant young man, too. 
 

As mentioned earlier there were other programs on the 
agenda, such as academic discussions which took place 
in a hotel that was remote from our activities and we did 
not get a chance to sit in.  Another main activity was the 
music program that covered all corners of the globe, sim-
ply fascinating.  Many of the musicians not only play but 
make their own instruments, like the uillean piper John 
Butler from Ireland, the hurdy gurdy maker Barnaby Wal-
ters from Iceland, didgeridoo player Dave Hudson from 
Australia, dankiyo (a bagpipe) player, Σκουτέλης 
Μανώλης (Skoutelis Manolis) from Greece and Tony 
Brazelton, an alphorn player 
from Utah to name just a 
few.  Then there was a la-
dies ensemble from Inner 
Mongolia, China whose vo-
cal range was incredible and 
costumes were beautiful.  A 
percussive band from Mali 
could bring the house down. 
 

There was a post-WWD celebration in Istanbul, March 28 
– 30.  The woodturners were scheduled to do more dem-
onstration there as well but because our Jet 1221VS was 
still held up at the customs we just had to be spectators of 
all the other activities.  We ended up doing sightseeing in 
this city full of history the last two days we were there.  
We visited Hagia Sophia, 
initially built in the 5th century 
as a Greek Orthodox basil-
ica, converted to a mosque in 
the 15th century and has 
been a museum since 1935.  
Its grandeur is just indescrib-
able.  The Blue Mosque, built 
in the 17th century is huge, 
but not as big as Hagia Sophia but I feel it’s more beauti-
ful.  I also visited the Basilica Cistern which is an immense 
underground structure built in the 6th century.  Of course 
no one visiting Istanbul could miss the Grand Bazaar, a 
giant ancient flea market.  Not being a crazy shopper, I 
didn’t enjoy it as much but was absolutely amazed by its 
size and contents.  Besides, I didn’t see any woodturnings 
in it.  However, it did have many nice mother-of-pearl 
inlayed boxes. 
 

Despite the lack of good lathes for our demonstration, all 
woodturners felt this was a once-in-a-lifetime experience.  
My personal feeling is that all the participants from 93 
countries and locals got along so harmoniously regardless 
of our country, race, and religion.  Why can’t we do this all 
the time on a larger scale? 

Continued from page 6, World Wood Day 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL MARCH SHOW & TELL 

Judges: Dave Barziza and Scott Njaa 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Janice Levi 
 

 

Pine platter 
 

3rd Place – Mike Stall 
 

 
Vase 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Francisco Castro 
 

 

Hollow form 
with base 

Intermediate Category 

2nd Place – Gary Rock 
 

 
Silver ma-
ple bowl 

3rd Place – Rich Steber 
 

 
Square platter 

 

Enhanced Category 

 

1st Place – Gary Rock 
 

 
Pear box 
with Al 
finial 

1st Place – Janice Levi 
 
 

Ambrosia 
maple bowl 
 

 

 

 

 

1st Place – Kai Muenzer 
 
 

Salt/pepper mills 

Kit Category 
2nd Place – John Gay 
 

 

Pizza cutters 

Judges 
 

3rd Place – John Gay 
 

 
Rolling pin 

President’s Challenge (Pen Exchange)  
1st Place – Janice Levi/Dave 
Mueller 

 
Pendant 

2nd Place – Ed Peine/Greg Gon-
salves/Don Fluker 

 
 

Mesquite hollow 
form 

3rd Place – John Schlobohm et al 
 

 
Alumnite pens 

2nd Place – Rick Steber 
 

 

Birch hol-
low form 

 

3rd Place – Jesse Kendall 
 

 

Mesquite bowl 
 

Best of Show 
Pete Copeland 
Maple/wenge 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the March Meeting  

More pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2014 and 2015 general 
meetings will be held at the Mendenhall Community 
Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of West-
view Dr 

 

April 18, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

April 27, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

May 9, 10, 2015 ~ GCWA Spring retreat ~ 8:30AM - 
5:00PM 

 

June 8, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 20, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 25 - 28, 2015 ~ AAW Annual International Sym-
posium, Pittsburgh, PA 

 

July 6, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 18, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 3, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 15, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 21 - 23, 2015 ~ SWAT annual symposium 
 

September 7, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

September 19, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 
 

Note: The retreat has been moved because of 
scheduling conflicts. 

April Meeting 

April Meeting Program 

Pyrography, A Preview of AAW Demo 
By Janice Levi 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Don Fluker - President 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

George Kabacinski - Vice President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney –Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Kai Muenzer - Board Member 
(281) 496-5769 
kai.muenzer@shell.com 

 

Scott Haddix - Board Member 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Board Member 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Pete Copeland - Website Creative 
Director 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech 
Director/Forum Administrator 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andychentx@gmail.com 

Mendenhall Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
George Kabacinski 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2015 GCWA 


