
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

This will be my last President’s Corner for the newsletter 
and I want to thank all of you who have helped me during 
the past two years.  To name all of you individually would 
take more space than the newsletter has.  I would proba-
bly miss somebody and I don’t want to do that.  So . . .  

Thank you, all of you! 
Y'all made my job much easier.  Remember, it’s the vol-
unteers that make this club so good.  So if you are asked 
to lend a hand, please give freely of your time and talent. 
 
The biggest event of the year for Gulf Coast Woodturners 
is our Annual Spring Retreat held in Conroe at the Mont-
gomery County Fairgrounds and it is literally a few days 
away.  I hope that you are making plans to attend.  The 
very first thing that you must do is to make sure that you 
are up to date on your dues.  There will be registration at 
the door.  You can find the class schedule, class details, 
and registration form on the GCWA website under the 
calendar. 
 
Please think about bringing your lathe for us to use in the 
classes.  If you do not have a lathe that you can bring, 
don’t let that stop you from attending.  If you are worried 
about bringing your lathe I can understand that.  When I 
attended my first retreat in 1989 I had the same fears.  
After the first one I have not worried at all about my lathes 
or my tools.  You must have your name on all your 
equipment and tools so that if they are misplaced they 
can be returned.  At the end of every retreat there are 
usually two or three things that show up in the lost and 
found only because they do not have names or identifying 
marks.  Bring, and use your safety gear.  There is a lot of 
wood spinning out there and we don’t want anyone to get 
hurt. 
 
I will be accepting bowls for Empty Bowls at the retreat.  
Our goal is 200 and we are now at 189.  Remember that if 
you bring a bowl for E.B. to the retreat you will get 5 free 
raffle tickets at the next regular meeting. 
 
On Saturday May 16, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., the Hous-
ton Center for Contemporary Craft, located at 4848 Main 
Street, is having an Empty Bowls event.  There will be all 
kinds of bowls for sale for $25 each.  The proceeds from 
the sales of these bowls will benefit the Houston Food 
Bank.  Each $25 bowl that is purchased provides 75 
meals for our neighbors in need.  So, if we donate the 200 
bowls we hope to, Gulf Coast Woodturners will be re-
sponsible for contributing 15,000 meals!  Larry Zarra, 

Jonathan Bartz and myself will be representing GCWA at 
this event by demonstrating our craft.  Please come by 
and say hello if you have time.  If you are interested in 
helping, please let me know. 
 
Last weekend, I helped Jonathan Bartz represent GCWA 
at “The Museum Experience: Zone 2” (formerly the Gath-
ering of The Guilds).  We were not able to start until 11:30 
a.m. due to the heavy thunderstorms.  After that, it 
cleared up and was a beautiful day for turning.  Consider-
ing the weather, the attendance was good.  We had a 
good time.  Thanks, Jonathan. 
 
Still looking for a way to enhance your turning skills?  
Check out one of our Open Shop Nights on the Second 
Tuesday of every month. You can find locations of these 
events on the GCWA website’s calendar page.  If you do 
not find one that is near you, think about starting one. 
 
You can find out about our HOW (Hands On Workshops) 
Classes also on the GCWA website’s calendar.  These 
are hands-on classes held in one of our members shop 
on Saturday and sometimes Sunday.  It’s a great way to 
improve your woodturning skills. 
 
Remember to stay safe when you are turning and keep 
the chips flying. 

 
Don Fluker 
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The 2015 GCWA Retreat 
By George Kabacinski 

 
Is it too Late to Register for the Retreat? 
 
Nope.  We always have a few that register at the door.  
We encourage everyone to register early since it helps in 
planning and keeps the on-site registration moving.  And 
we understand that it’s not always possible to know that 
you can or cannot attend in advance.  So registering on-
site is fine.  If you can please print out the form from the 
web site or a past newsletter or e-mail and complete the 
form before you arrive.  If you’re not able to do that we’ll 
have some forms there as well.  However, we have to 
give the caterers a head count ahead of the retreat.  
Therefore, if you register on-site, there is no guarantee 
that you will have lunch. 
 
Please Mark Your Stuff!! 
 
Every year we ask that everyone mark all their tools and 
supplies taken to the Retreat.  And just about every year 
we come up with something found or something missing 
that is not marked.  Sometimes it is recognized by some-
one and we can quickly get the item back to its owner.  At 

other times we find that some folks don’t unpack from the 
retreat for months and its then they report something 
found or missing.  Using a small piece of painters tape to 
print your name on and attach it to each tool and pack-
age/bucket/bag of supplies isn’t that difficult and it does 
result in making sure things can get back to their rightful 
owners in the cases where something gets misdirected.  It 
doesn’t happen all that much.  But it is a pain to deal with 
and a huge annoyance that can be easily avoided.  
Please help by marking your stuff. 
 
What Should I Bring With My Lathe? 
 
We’ve tried different approaches over the years on how 
best to keep the lathe accessories with the lathes.  For a 
year or two we asked that everyone keep their accesso-
ries with them and move from class to class.  This didn’t 
work out all that well.  Doing that with chucks has.  So 
we’ll keep that part of the scheme in place.  What we 
found is that ‘standard’ is not always so standard across 
the lathe manufacturers so keeping the original accesso-
ries with that lathes removes this less-than-total-
compatibility problem. 
 

Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 
$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 

INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE - Ruth Niles stainless steel bottle stoppers, 
style 301, for sale at discounted pricing.  Contact George 
Kabacinski at CL23314@gmail.com for information or 
GCWA members can check out the ads on the Market-
place board of the GCWA Member Only Forum from our 
web site.  

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

Members in the News 
 

Larry Zarra 
 

Larry is the featured artist at the May First Friday at DaV-
inci Artists Gallery in Tomball (http://
www.davinciartistsgallery.com/).  The title is Mostly Mes-
quite. The reception also offers wine, light snacks, and 
some really cool art on the walls.  There is a 10% coupon 
in honor of Mothers Day. 
 

Ric Taylor 
 
Ric Taylor, GCWA's very busy candid photographer, does 
not limit his efforts to woodturning events.  He did a photo 
shoot at his friends' man-cave hangar at Lone Star Ex-

ecutive Airport in Conroe.  That is right across the street 
from the Montgomery County Fairgrounds where the 
GCWA retreat is held. 
 
Ric's photo spread has been published in the May issue 
of Sport Aviation magazine. 

Continued on page 3 



May 2015 - Page 3 

 

 

If you are brining or loaning a lathe for use at the Retreat 
please be sure to include the standard lathe accessories 
such as the knock out bar, spur drive, live center, and tool 
rest.  One way I’ve found to help eliminate the loss of spur 
drive and live center points is to place a small piece of 
wood between the two and lock them in tightly for travel.   
This ensures they stay in place and both of the points are 
protected and in place when they arrive at the retreat and 
back at your shop. 
 
Scroll chucks should be kept with the owner and taken 
from class to class.  The vast majority of lathes at the Re-
treat have 1” by 8 tpi spindle threads.   So the standard 
scroll chucks are easy to move with you. 
 
If you do not have a scroll chuck there will be some avail-
able for loan for the event.  A spot will be designated for 
check-out and check-in at the end of the event.  Each per-
son borrowing a chuck will be asked to sign it out and will 
be responsible for returning it with all the parts at the end 
of the event so please keep it with you and keep track of 
it.  We’ve not had any problems with this approach in the 
past and we hope this year will continue on that path of 
success. 
 
If you have a task light please be sure to include it in your 
kit.  And if you can bring your lathe stand please, please 
do.  Have an extra stand or work-mate type unit that you 
can bring?  Please do as we always get a few lathes with-
out stands so the extra stands and work surfaces come in 
mighty handy. 
 
What about All the Treats?? 
 
Well, bring some to share!  Each year we have an abun-
dance of cookies, cakes, fruit, and all sorts of other treats 
to enjoy during the weekend.  This is because our mem-
bers (and their spouses/significant others) bring things 
with them to share.  Please consider beinging part of all 
the enjoyment this brings to the event.  Bring along your 
favorite homemade or purchased treat to share with the 
group. 
 
GCWA provides all the water, sodas, and coffee.  And, of 
course, the two catered lunches.  The rest is pot luck.  I’m 
sure this will be another year of an over indulgent week-
end.  I can’t wait! 
 
The Raffle, the Raffle! 
 
Oh yes, the Retreat mega raffle is just around the corner.  
Doug Grissom has worked on this for months getting 
donations and making purchases to come up with the raf-
fle to end all raffles.  He’s shared portions of his list of 
items with the board and we had to wipe up the tables 
from all the drooling that was going on.  It was embarrass-
ing to say the least.  But somewhat understandable given 
the list of raffle items is long and wonderful.  Tickets are 
sold on-site and cash and checks are accepted for ticket 

purchases.  The one thing to remember is ….. you have 
to buy tickets to win! 
 
The Retreat Tool Swap 
 
We will again be having a Tool Swap at the Retreat.  So 
look around your shop and pick out those tools and sun-
dries you were sure you’d make use of when you pur-
chased them months or even years ago and have never 
taken them out of the box.  Or you tried them out and they 
just weren’t what you wanted.  Put your name and a price 
on them and bring them out to the Retreat.  Oh, and bring 
some cash.  It’s amazing the deals that can be had at the 
Retreat Tool Swap each year!  All transactions are be-
tween seller and buyer.  GCWA is not involved in any 
transactions and does not endorse any tools or sundries. 
 
Safety is Everyone’s Business 
 
In your shop, at another member’s shop, or at the Retreat 
there’s always fun to be had while turning or just working 
in the shop, but all the fun ends when someone gets hurt.  
Safety is a group thing and a personal responsibility.  If 
you see things that are not safe, correct the situation or 
find someone who can.  While you are using any ma-
chine, or even hand tool, be sure you are using your per-
sonal protection equipment (PPE).  Face shields are al-
ways the safest way to protect your face and dust masks 
help to avoid breathing unhealthful dust particles.  So 
while you are packing your stuff for the Retreat remember 
you PPE and then remember to use them when you are 
enjoying your classes. 
 
Show Off! 
 
Well, why not?  In fact, please do!  Each year we have a 
great Instant Gallery at the annual Retreat.  And this year 
will be no different.  That is, if you bring in a piece or six to 
display.  It matters not your turning skill level.  It's always 
great to see our fellow members' work, no matter where 
they are along the trail of turning skills.  So bring some of 
your turning related projects for everyone else to enjoy. 
 
Lights, Action ….. 
 
Last year GCWA was able to purchase a number of qual-
ity task lights for the Retreat.  Members built the stands.  
And they were a great success.  That was all made possi-
ble through the generous donation from an anonymous 
supporter of the club and the event.  We had some money 
left over from that 2014 donation and we’ve purchased 
another dozen lights.  These lights will be distributed 
throughout the various stations.  It would be nice if we had 
one of these lights for every lathe and tool.  But that’s not 
the case.  So if you have a task light you can bring please 
do so.  The lighting in the building is good, but it falls a bit 
short for the demands of good lighting for turning, grind-
ing, drilling, etc. 

Continued from page 2, Retreat 
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Volunteers Needed For Retreat 
Setup 

By George Kabacinski 
 
Lathes and other equipment will begin arriving shortly af-
ter noon on Friday.  While there are a handful of members 
who bring in trailers or even a truck full of equipment most 
of it comes in one lathe at a time in the back of a mem-
ber’s truck or car. Everything has to be unloaded and po-
sitioned in the right area under the direction of Jonathan 
Bartz and his apprentice, Lane Bradford. 
 
In addition, all the tables, chairs, raffle area, tool swap 
area, instant gallery, food service area, and each class 
location needs to be set up.  It all gets done Friday after-
noon and evening because we always have a bunch of 

great volunteers to help out.  It's amazing to see it all 
come together each year.  And then we spend some re-
laxing time talking, turning, and enjoying each other's 
company as the evening wears down. 
 
While its best to have everything setup and checked out 
Friday evening, there are always a few members who are 
not able to bring there equipment out until Saturday morn-
ing.  So we need a few volunteers who can arrive early 
and help out with the last minute stuff so we're ready for 
classes to start on time Saturday morning. 
 
Friday evening we provide a light meal of sandwiches for 
those who are helping with the setup efforts.  And by then 
some of the treats have arrived and it's possible that 
someone might open up one or two for a quick early bird 
sample! 

I Can Only Make It One Day! 
By George Kabacinski 

 
It happens.  And this year our Retreat overlaps with Moth-
ers Day.  I've already told my mother that I'm busy that 
day.  Well, okay I will make an effort to visit her later on 
Sunday.  I mean, really. For many Retreat participants the 
event ends early enough Sunday afternoon that getting 
over to see mom is not a big problem.  But for some the 
special day is packed with family time, visiting and family 
events. 
 
If you can't make it to the Retreat for both days don't let 
that stop you from enjoying it as a one day event.  The 

price is so low that even looked at as a single day event 
it's still a great value.  And it's a great way to spend a day 
with fellow turners.  For those who can only make it Satur-
day there will be two class slots and an evening full of 
learning, turning, and socializing.  I hear that a part of the 
raffle will take place on Saturday at lunch as well. 
 
For those who might have commitments on Saturday and 
are free on Sunday there's one class slot, a catered lunch 
and the big part of the raffle.  That's still a good deal for 
the price, and the company of your fellow members ..... 
priceless.  And there's going to be a lot of prizes on the 
raffle table(s)!  You could be the lucky winner of the year! 

Turning a Vessel with Foot on 
the Rim with Kai Muenzer 

By Joe Burton 
 

As a part of the Hands on Workshop Program, Kai Muen-
zer designed and delivered an amazing woodturning 
growth experience for six fortunate participants on Satur-
day, 11 April.  The participants were John McCaskill, Scott 
Haddix, Delia Spicer, Ed Spicer, George Kabacinski and 
myself.  George Kabacinski notably hinted at the special 
nature of this workshop in the last two GCWA newsletters 
for February and March when he stated, “This class will 
explore unique mounting methods for making a really cool 
turning that will have your friends asking “How did you do 
that?”  The finished result is a symmetrical vessel with a 
foot on the rim of the vessel so it can stand and be dis-
played on it’s rim.  Envision a round mirror frame sitting on 
a base (the foot) sitting on top of a dressing table or per-
haps a symmetrical concave lens on a stand. 
 
The project can be thought of as two separate projects on 
the same blank.  The blank is a board of rectangular 
shape of dried elm 8 inches long by 6 inches wide by 2.5 
inches thick.  For the vessel, the maximum diameter is 

limited by the width of the board so the vessel will be 
turned with the center 3 inches from one end of the blank 
and 3 inches from each side. The vessel will be turned by 
faceplate turning with an oversized faceplate (jig) 8.75 
inches in diameter made with a tenon to be grasped by 
the jaws of a chuck. 
 
From the center point of the jig strike an arc with a radius 
of 3.75 inches.  Through the center point of the jig draw 
two lines at right angles, 90 degrees apart.  At the area 
where the arc intersects four points on the diagonal lines 
represents the holes where screws will hold the blank.  To 
match the holes on the jig on the blank mark a line 6 
inches from one end perpendicular to the long axis of the 
blank across the face.  Since the blank is 6 inches wide 
this will create a 6 inch square on the blank.  Mark diago-
nals across this square and this will identify the center 
point of the vessel to be turned by faceplate turning on the 
blank.  Note that this leaves the additional 2 inches on the 
blank on one end only.  Draw a line through the center 
point of the blank face and parallel to the side edges.  
This line then indicates the long axis of the foot.  By drop-
ping a line from the center of the face down the edges on 
each end of the blank and finding the center of the blank 

Continued on page 5 
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on the edge in the case of this blank 1.25 inches from the 
face establishes the center points on each end to turn the 
foot by spindle turning.  The center points on the end and 
sides of the blank are connected to demarcate what will 
become the limit of the depth of cut.  From the center line 
along the end and sides of the blank parallel lines are 
scribed to indicate 3/16 inch on each side of the center 
line.  This is the maximum depth of cut on each side of 
the vessel edge that is to be turned.  The importance of 
this is that it indicates the maximum amount that can be 
turned in shaping the face of the vessel and still allows 
the width of the junction between the rim of the vessel and 
foot to have a diameter of 3/8 inch when the spindle turn-
ing of the foot is complete. 
 
The basic procedure is to turn one side of the vessel by 
faceplate turning.  The maximum diameter of the vessel 
will be six inches since it is limited by the width of the 
blank.  The interior of the vessel is a diameter of 3.5 
inches.  It is important that the depth of the interior of the 
inside of the vessel not exceed half the thickness of the 
blank less half the planned thickness of the vessel at the 
center point.  In which case when the opposite side of the 
symmetrical vessel is turned it will become a donut hole 
rather than a symmetrical vessel.  After one side of the 
vessel is turned the 4 screws that attach the blank to the 
jig are removed, the profile of the turned side is captured 
by a pin template gauge, and the blank is turned over and 
attached with the unturned side of the blank facing away 
from the jig and the screws used to attach the blank to the 
jig with the same center of rotation. The pin template 
gauge is used to allow duplication of the symmetrical ves-
sel on the opposite side. 
 
The last part of the procedure once the faceplate turning 
is done on each side involves band-sawing away the 
waste material from the blank which is located peripheral 
to the intended finished vessel rim.  Only the four corners 
where the screws were placed and the two center points 
from where the spindle turning drive center and live center 
for the tail stock will be located is left.  These should be 
squared with the thickness of the blank so that the diame-
ter of the base of the spindle turning which will be the 
base can be maximized.  The foot is turned next between 

the centers previously established.  The width of the blank 
is the limit of the diameter of the foot.  Lastly the corners 
and drive center point are band sawed from the rim and 
sanding done to shape the rim and its transition to the 
face of the vessel. Some minor carving or use of riffler 
files may be required to shape the juncture with the rim 
and foot. 
 
Several factors make this an outstanding learning exer-
cise.  The use of the extended faceplate for holding the 
blank to the jig allows a wide array of design possibilities 
both for symmetrical and asymmetrical design of the ves-
sel itself as well as spindle turning for the foot.  Addition-
ally, this project involves symmetrical spinning masses 
both during the faceplate and spindle turning phases of 
the exercise.  Kai clearly identified the necessity to assure 
free rotation of the blank without hitting the tool rest or the 
hands of the turner is critical before each switch-on of the 
lathe.  He also stressed the importance of maintaining a 
safe distance from the eccentric rotating mass by being 
aware or marking of a ‘never cross’ line.  While Kai did an 
excellent job of identifying the risks and safety concerns 
with this type of turning, skinned knuckles of several of 
the participants including myself indicates to me that this 
exercise teaches in a very physical way the importance of 
establishing and being constantly aware of the spaces not 
to insert one’s fingers or hands during this type of project. 
 
Two parts of the project represented at least for me a 
novel use of a spindle gouge.  In the faceplate turning of 
the vessel in approaching the depth of cut at the rim re-
quired the smaller angle of spindle gouge rather than the 
bowl gouge.  This required keeping the spindle gouge in a 
more closed position to minimize the possibility of a se-
vere catch.  The technique allowed more access to the 
deep cutting of the vessel rim.  The second area was at 
the juncture of the rim of the vessel and the spindle base 
where the use of a spindle and detail gouge with the more 
acute angle of the tip of the gouge allowed far better ac-
cess. 
 
In summary, this was a fantastic learning experience.  The 
knowledge gained opens many new and creative possi-
bilities for methods of work in turning.  It also, for me at 
least, helped to instill more safety and confidence in ec-
centric turning. 

Continued from page 4, Vessel with Foot 

2015 Retreat Raffle 
By Doug Grissom 

 
The 2015 Retreat Raffle is gearing up 
to be a big one.  Here is a list of all 
the vendors that you can win items 
from.  Make sure you are going to be 
there to win big. 
 
Alan Lacer Woodturner 
American Assoc of Woodturners 
Bear Tooth Woods 

Cindy Drozda 
CPH International 
Craft Supplies USA 
Doctor's Woodshop 
Easy Wood Tools 
Hill Country Woods  
Jimmy Clewes 
Kallenshaan Woods 
Lyle Jamieson 
North Woods 
Packard Woodworks 
Robust Tools 
Rockler 

Ruth Niles 
Spa City Woodworks  
Thompson Tools 
Treeline 
Turtle Feathers 
Unique Mesquite 
Wood Craft North 
Wood Craft South 
Woodturnin  
Jim Keller 
Tom Irwin 
Woodturningz 
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HOW Program Update 
By George Kabacinski 

 
Classes are continuing with great instructors, good topics, 
and wonderful outcomes.  During April we enjoyed Kai 
Muenzer’s class Vessels with a Foot on the Rim.  Look 
for a review of this class on page 4 of this newsletter.  
And be sure to keep an eye on the show-and-tell table for 
some of the class members’ works.  I’m sure we’ll be see-
ing some of them soon. 
 
Also in April was Tom Irven’s Hand Chased Threads 
class.  This class was focused on threading Corian inserts 
and using them in a box project.  These inserts could also 
be used for other project which will likely be showing up 
on the show-and-tell tables as well. 
 
Both Kai and Tom did an awesome job with their classes.  
All the student feedback was great and everyone learned 
a lot of cool, new techniques to add to their turning reper-
toires. 
 
So what’s next?   Well, May is looking to be a pretty busy 
month with classes, the Second Tuesday Open Shop, the 
Retreat and even more HOW classes.  Wow.  I think a 
break is in order and we’ll be closing up the HOW pro-
gram for June and continuing again in July.  At least that’s 
the plan as of now. 
 
Here are just a few updates on upcoming classes. 
 
POSTPONED – This is only a reminder! 

Greg Gonsalves was scheduled to teach a Mini Hat 
class near the end of March.  However his work 
schedule is preventing him from doing so at this 
point in time.  So his class is being postponed a 
while.  Greg indicated that summertime might be 
a better time for his class.  Those who were 
signed up for Greg’s class have been notified by 
e-mail and we’ll update everyone when the new 
class date is set. 

 
UPCOMING CLASSES -  

Andy Chen will be back to teach the second rotation 
of his Segmenting 101 class on Saturday, May 2nd 
and Sunday, May 3rd.  This is a two day class.  It 
was full, but then we had a couple of cancella-
tions and exhausted the wait list.  If you read this 
before Saturday morning and want it please do 
contact George. 

Tom Irven will be busy with teaching classes in the 
GCWA HOW program!  His Salt/Pepper Mill class 
will have two sessions.  Session one will be Sat-
urday, May 30, 2015.  This session is filled with 
room on the wait list.  Session two will be Sunday 
(yes, Sunday) May 31, 2015.  Amazingly there is 
still one opening for the Sunday session. 

Dennis Ford will be teaching two classes at the end 
of July.  Saturday, July 25th will be a Basic Bowls 
class.  This will be a great class for those who are 

newer to turning or have concentrated most of 
their skill building to spindle work.  On Sunday, 
July 26th Dennis will conduct an Advanced Bowl 
class which will focus on taking the turner with 
some bowl turning skills to the next level.  Dennis 
is a great turner and teacher and both of these 
classes should be a wonderful experience for the 
students lucky enough to grab these opportuni-
ties.  The Basic Bowls class has one opening and 
we can start a wait list of the Advanced Bowl 
class. 

 
Of course we have more classes scheduled for later in the 
year.  You can check out the recently updated information 
on the club’s web site for more details.  If you have an 
idea for a class or would like to teach a class as part of 
the GCWA HOW program please speak up.  You can e-
mail me at cl23314@gmail.com or catch me at one of the 
general meetings or the Open Shop Night – Cypress loca-
tion.  Or reach out to any of the GCWA board members 
with your ideas. 
 
I’d like to take a moment to say Thank You to all the in-
structors for the HOW program.  We are truly blessed to 
have such a great group of folks willing to share their 
knowledge, skills, and experience in these day-long 
classes.  I’d also like to say thank you to a few folks who 
have been on-going supporters of the HOW program with 
their time and energy in preparing the classroom.  The list 
is long and includes Doug Grissom, Dave Mausolf, 
John McCaskill and Scott Haddix.  Scott has also 
hosted classes and has been a class assistant for both of 
Andy Chen’s Segmenting 101 classes.  His shop skills are 
invaluable in his assisting for these and other classes and 
his help in preparing stock for many of the classes.  Doug 
is a regular in stopping by to ensure the shop is setup and 
reasonably clean for the classes.  With all the different 
uses of the shop this can sometimes become a real chore 
and Doug’s efforts, along with everyone else, are greatly 
appreciated.  Others have also helped from time to time 
and I’d take up a lot of space to include all the names.   
Thank you, one and all! 
 
To register for any of the GCWA HOW classes you must 
send in your registration fee.  The check should be 
made payable to GCWA.  The rate for each class day is 
$35.  Some classes also have a materials fee which is 
payable at the class.  Registration checks can be mailed 
to George Kabacinski at PO Box 2755, Cypress, TX 
77410.  If you have specific questions about a class or 
would like to get on the wait list for a class you can e-mail 
George at cl23314@gmail.com. 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL APRIL SHOW & TELL 

Judges: Lane Bradford & Pete Copeland 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Ed Peine 
 

 

Mesquite hol-
low form 

3rd Place – Dale Barrack 

 
 

Pecan bowl 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – James Richardson 
 

 

 
 

Mesquite 
lidded box 

Intermediate Category 

2nd Place – Bill Berry 
 

 
Ash bowl 

3rd Place – Kai Muenzer 
 

 
Magnolia sculpture 

Enhanced Category 

 

1st Place – Rebecca DeGroot 
 

 
Tamarind 
vessel with 
walnut legs 

1st Place – Glenn Ashley 
 
 
Tupelo hollow 
form 

 

 

 

Beginner Category 
1st Place – Gary Meyer 

 
 
Lidded vase 

 

Best of Show 
Ric Taylor 
Mesquite vase 

2nd Place – Don Stocking 
 

 
Beech bowl 

3rd Place – Thomas Matthews 
 

 
Camphor vessel 

Judges 

 
1st Place – Ric Taylor 

 
 

Cam-
lock 
tool 
handle 

Kit Category 
2nd Place – Delia Spicer 
 

 

Pen 

2nd Place – John Gay 
 

 

 
 

Mahogany 
mallet 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the April Meeting  

More pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2014 and 2015 general 
meetings will be held at the Mendenhall Community 
Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of West-
view Dr 

 

May 9, 10, 2015 ~ GCWA Spring retreat ~ 8:30AM - 
5:00PM 

 

June 8, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 20, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 25 - 28, 2015 ~ AAW Annual International Sym-
posium, Pittsburgh, PA 

 

July 6, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 18, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 3, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 15, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 21 - 23, 2015 ~ SWAT annual symposium 
 

September 7, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

September 19, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 
 

Note: The retreat has been moved because of 
scheduling conflicts. 

May Meeting 

May Meeting Program 

Annual Retreat 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Don Fluker - President 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

George Kabacinski - Vice President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney –Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Kai Muenzer - Board Member 
(281) 496-5769 
kai.muenzer@shell.com 

 

Scott Haddix - Board Member 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Board Member 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Pete Copeland - Website Creative 
Director 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech 
Director/Forum Administrator 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andychentx@gmail.com 

Montgomery County Fairgrounds 
FM-1484 @ Airport Parkway, Conroe, TX 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 



Internet Web Sites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 
Fred Holder’s More Woodturning: http://www.fholder.com 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
San Diego WoodTurning Center, Inc.: http://www.sdwoodturning.com 

Kestrel Creek Gallery: http://www.kestrelcreek.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Christian Burchard: http://www.burchardstudio.com 
Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 

Trent Bosch: http://www.trentbosch.com 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Wood Turning Center: http://www.woodturningcenter.org 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
George Kabacinski 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2015 GCWA 


