
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

The dog days of summer 
are quickly coming to an 
end and it is time to plan the 
fall time outdoor activities.  
Speaking of which – the 
GCWA annual picnic this 
year will be at George Bush 
Park, off Westheimer Park-
way, Pavilion #2 on Satur-
day, October 17.  Kai 
Muenzer is heading up the 
planning this year and has 
everything under control.  
We will begin at 9 am and eat at noon. The club is furnish-
ing the BBQ and you are invited to bring the “fixins” per 
the following list based upon the first letter of your last 
name: A to E - deserts: cakes, pies, cobblers, ice cream 
(homemade or Blue Bell - again), cookies, etc.  (Please 
pre slice cakes and pies.) F to K - beans, cut up veggies, 
sliced fruit, etc, L to P - salads: potato salad, coleslaw, 
garden salad, pasta, etc. with any dressings included, Q 
to Z - cold (non-alcoholic) drinks: water, diet and non-diet 
drinks already iced down.  Please mark any serving uten-
sils that you bring so that we can return them to you if 
they should get left behind.  What would a woodturning 
picnic be without something being turned?  So we will 
need help from you to turn some delicious potatoes.  We 
are going to have a very special eggcup race this year 
where you are invited to turn a practical BBQ item.  Curi-
ous - just come along!  There will not be a show-and-tell 
or a raffle in October. 
 
SWAT 2015 is now history and although I was unable to 
attend, the feedback I have received has been very up-
beat.  The comments on the “hands-on area” were espe-
cially positive, which means that Don Fluker and Greg 
Gonsalves were doing what they normally do – that is 
make people smile while they learn.  Although the demon-
strations are great, I must admit my most memorable mo-
ments at SWAT were in the hands-on area.  Tom Enloe 
is our SWAT representative. 
 
I am sorry I missed the August meeting as I always enjoy 
watching Dennis Ford.  Our program for September will 
be on CA finishes and presented by Alan Trout from San 
Antonio.  We are constantly on the lookout for demonstra-
tors that we can bring in from other regional clubs.  If you 
know of someone you believe would be of interest please 
let us know. 

 
The November meeting will be on Christmas ornaments 
and of course we will have the always-popular ornament 
exchange. 
 
The board is continuing to work on recurring issues.  The 
AV system is working great but we do need to replace 
some broken equipment and new FCC frequency alloca-
tions have complicated the task.  Also we had discussions 
on producing a GCWA introduction video that we could 
put on YouTube.  That way when someone asks, “what is 
GCWA?” you can direct him or her to the video.  Walter 
Mooney has agreed to head the video production effort, 
so if you have a good side just let him know. 
 
Thanks – see you soon and happy turning 

 
 

Reggie 
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September 2015 Meeting 
Demonstration 

By George Kabacinski 
 

Our presenter for September 
will be Mr. Alan Trout from 
San Antonio.  Alan has been 
turning for many years and 
gained notoriety for his ves-
sels combining wood and 
resin.  Alan has demon-
strated at the AAW sympo-
sium, SouthWest Associa-
tion of Turners symposium 
as well as other regional 
symposia and numerous clubs. 

Alan will be presenting his methods for 
using CA as a finish for larger turnings.  
While CA is considered by many and 
the standard of finishes for pens and 
small projects Alan has perfected his 
method for using CA on his larger turn-
ings and has presented this topic at the 
local, regional and national levels. 
 
Alan’s work has appeared in several issues of American 
Woodturner the journal of the American Association of 
Woodturners.  Alan has also been featured in Woodturn-
ing magazine. 
 
This promises to be an outstanding demo from an expert 
on the topic.  It is also a great opportunity to meet Alan 
and discuss his works, methods, and successes. 

Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 
$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 

his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE - Laguna lathe model 18-47, 2 HP, VS, extra 
banjo, bed extension / tall banjo, 220v.  Only lightly used, 
very good condition.  $1,750. Contact George at 
cl23314@gmail.com  
 
FOR SALE - Lots of tools.  Former GCWA member's 
widow offering the following items for sale: Sjobergs work-
bench, Mini-Max 16" Band Saw, General 260 lathe, 
Sheng Shing SDM-15" belt sander, pipe clamps, shaper, 
routers, router tables, router and shaper bits, forstner bit 
sets, chisels, some turning stock, lots of flat stock, and 
MORE! Contact Gaye Hart at 713-910-2544. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

GCWA Turners at SWAT 
By Janice Levi 

 
GCWA woodturners faired very well at the SWAT sympo-
sium this year.  Once again, Don Fluker and Greg Gon-
salves manned the hands-on area and there was a 
steady line of business there.  The two-for-one turning 
raffle, which is “by invitation only,” contained approxi-
mately 35 turnings and eight of those were donated by 
GCWA turners.  Those participating were Bill Berry, Linda 
Bohl-Berry, Rebecca DeGroot, Janice Levi, and Gary 
Rock. 
 
In addition, five of 
the two-for-one turn-
ings were selected 
by a panel of judges 
to be in the prestig-
ious “Judges Choice 
Art Raffle.”  Three of 
the five special 
pieces selected 

were by GCWA turners.  Andy Chen, Dennis Ford, and 
Paul Milo were chosen for this very select group. 
 
The Lead Demonstrators’ 
Critique session consisted 
of nine turnings selected 
from the Instant Gallery’s 
520 pieces.  The turnings 
were then critiqued by 
Derek Weidman, Dick 
Gerard and Joe Hermann.  
Three of the nine pieces 
were by GCWA turners—
Francisco Castro, Janice 
Levi, and Gary Rock. 
 
Finally, two of the SWAT demonstrators were from 
GCWA.  Dennis Ford and Janice Levi served as regional 
demonstrators. 
 
Congratulations to those of you who helped make SWAT 
an outstanding symposium this year. 
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Board Feet 
By Lane Bradford 

 

SWAT has now come and gone and was in my opinion 
another great success.  There were some minor things 
that could have been done better but overall it was a great 
success.  Did you find your evaluation form to fill out tell-
ing the SWAT folks what your thoughts were?  Apparently 
very few people did find it.  Only 50 out of over 800 where 
turned in.  They say that next year they will try and fix that 
among other things.  By the way, next year, 2016 SWAT 
turns 25 and they are planning some really big events for 
their 25th anniversary.  For those of you that didn’t attend 
the SWAT symposium in Waco this year, you really 
should plan to be there next year. 
 
Closer to home and sooner on the calendar, we have our 
own meeting on the 19th with a demonstration by Alan 
Trout of San Antonio showing us how he does a CA finish 
on his projects.  I have never used CA for anything but 
holding parts together so this has my interest on how he 
can apply it without gluing himself to his project.  I am re-
minded of the old adage, “If anything can go wrong, it will 
go wrong during a demonstration.”  That adage certainly 
got a thorough testing at SWAT this year.  But sometimes 
the demonstration is improved when the demonstrator 
makes the same mistakes that the rest of us have made 
at least once in our turning carriers. 
 
October is our annual picnic rain or shine, but hopefully 
shine prevails.  Kai is the picnic chairman this year and he 
needs everyone’s help to make this a great family event, 
so help Kai out with whatever you can do.  Speaking of 
Kai, he told the Board at last night’s meeting that his com-
pany has notified him he will be re-assigned to another 
office outside of the US before the end of this year.  His 
last event with GCWA will be this year’s picnic.  So please 
let him know just how much we have all appreciated his 
contributions to making the GCWA a great experience for 
all of us.  Kai has shared his turning experience with us 
via some truly amazing demonstrations, retreat classes as 
well as show-and-tell.  His work is always skillfully done 

and intriguing to even a master turner.  Kai will be missed 
by all of us. 
 
Walter, as Membership Chairman, is working on a video 
showing off all the talent in GCWA and our willingness to 
share what we know via community outreach and our 
monthly meetings.  I am telling you this so you won’t be 
shy if you see Walter walking around with a video camera 
or talking to people about a show-and-tell item or a dem-
onstration.  This project is expected to consume Walter’s 
time for about a year, including video editing and voice 
over dialogue.  It goes without saying again, if you can 
help Walter out in any way please let him know. 
 
Don Fluker volunteered to chair our booth at the Houston 
Center for Contemporary Craft Family Festival on Novem-
ber 7th.  Check with Don if you wish to help out.  Mark 
your calendar to attend with your family and check out the 
work of many of our local guilds. 
 
The Board has passed a resolution to fund the GCWA 
Scholarship for 2016 for two, $500 scholarships.  The 
rules and applications for 2016 will be posted on our 
Members-only Forum by October.  As in the past, the fam-
ily member or sponsored friend of a dues-paying GCWA 
member may apply for one of our scholarships if they are 
attending an institute of higher learning in the fall of 2016.  
The requirements are really very simple.  The hard part is 
getting the young adults to fill out the paperwork and turn 
it in on time. 
 
As refreshments chairman, I am asked at every Board 
meeting if there are any problems.  My reply has been 
pretty much the same for many years.  None of our mem-
bers have shown any signs of rapid weight loss after one 
of our meetings.  Ten dozen donuts seldom survive till 
show-and-tell time at the meetings.  Nor do several gal-
lons of coffee, bottled water of soft drinks.  But just in 
case I have somehow missed an important message from 
one of you I’ll ask again, does anyone have any sugges-
tions or request concerning the refreshments served at 
our monthly general meetings? 

Members in the News 
 

Francisco Castro 
 

Francisco’s Wave Vase that won 
the best of show at the GCWA’s 
August meeting was selected for 
instant gallery 
critique at the 
SWAT sympo-
sium.  It was 
also the Turn-
ing of the 
Week at the 

AAW forum.  Congratulations, Fran-
cisco 
 

Janice Levi 
 
Janice is very busy this 
year.  She demonstrated 
at the AAW symposium 
in Pittsburgh back in 
June and the SWAT sym-
posium in Waco last 
month.  She will be dem-
onstrating at the Rocky 
Mountain Woodturners’ 
Symposium in Loveland, 
Colorado next week.  
Wow, what a banner year, Janice!.  Congratulations. 
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September Raffle 
By John Schlobohm 

 

A quick note about raffles.  I want to thank Delia Spicer for 
filling in for me while I was on vacation.  I would also like 
to thank everyone that has donated something to the raf-
fle.  When items are donated that means I have more 
money to purchase better items.  I would also like to thank 
everyone that purchase tickets, because that is what 

makes it work. 
While at 
SWAT I 
looked for 
some items for 
the WOW 
prizes.  This 
month our 
WOW prize is a 23”X16”X6” piece of big leaf maple burl.  
We have some other great items.  Good luck everyone. 

SWAT Symposium 2015 
by Chuck Graham 

 

This was my second year at SWAT.  I arrived Thursday 
afternoon to pick up my registration and to see if I could 
help.  Greg Gonsalves and Don Fluker had the GCWA 
area for hands-on turning completely set up. 
 
At the opening ceremony on Friday they announced there 
were a record number of vendors.  I like the format of hav-
ing time between presentations to visit the vendors. 
 
As usual it is difficult to decide which presentations to at-
tend.  Most do not repeat and several of those that I want 
to attend seem to occur at the same time.  It’s actually a 
great problem to have.  The sessions I attended were: 
square bowls, sharpening, heart shaped bowls and 
boxes, special Interest, design and form, flying wing vase, 
large bowls, turning sphere by hand, the skew and end 
grain boxes. 
 
I was pleased to recognize so many members from 
GCWA in attendance and there were some newer mem-
bers. 
 
Members of GCWA seem to have struck out at the Satur-
day night raffle but scored several wins at the Sunday 
raffle.  I believe three of the five Instant Gallery drawing 
selections were by GCWA members. 

One of the changes at SWAT this year was the program.  
Last year at check-in we received a print out with maps, 
schedules, and information about each presenter's dem-
onstration.  This year the same type of information is on a 
downloaded PDF file with some interactive features.  It is 
much easier to carry the file around on your telephone 
rather than a bunch of paper.  However, some attendees 
opted to buy a paper copy for $10 saying it is easier to 
use. 
 
At the large bowls demonstration the entire front row was 
occupied by GCWA members with more members further 
back. 
 
Stuart Batty was a vendor and had a demo at his booth 
on how to make push cuts. He took a square bowl blank 
and made it look easy to shape the outside of a bowl with-
out tear out.  It was interesting to me and others watching 
said they would like to have seen him as a presenter.  
Later I heard positive comments about Lyle Jamieson be-
ing a good presenter and negative comments about him 
also being a vendor. 
 
I have exercised for years to develop my gluteus maxi-
mus.  Day after day after day I would be in my office chair 
developing powerful sit down muscles.  I even gained 
weight to add padding, all to no avail.  By Sunday my butt 
was worn out but I was happy.  I’m looking forward to next 
year. 

Safety Tip 
By Andy Chen 

 

Bill Berry had an accident on his table saw just about a 
month ago.  Fortunately, it was not too serious but his 
right middle finger is ~1/4” shorter than before.  More than 
20 years ago a former GCWA member, Don Philpot 
showed me his version of a push block.  I immediately 
knew he had a winner.  I thought I’d share with you this 
design that is easy to construct, very safe to use, and 
costs essentially nothing.  As shown in the picture, it is 
just a piece of wood that essen-
tially has an "L" shape cut out of 
a piece of wood about 2.5" wide 
and any length for your applica-
tion.  The upright part of the L 
keeps the wood firmly on the 
table surface while the leg of the 

L does the pushing.  The 2.5" height allows you to push 
down and forward while resting fingers on the rip fence, 
never even getting close to the saw blade.  I have used 
this type of push block for ripping strips as narrow as 
1/16", of course with a zero-clearance throat plate.  The 
fancy cut on the one shown here in the 
picture (and many similar ones) may look 
pretty but does nothing to improve the 
effectiveness of the push block and takes 
more time and wood to construct.  In fact, 
being so tall it can wobble which never 
happens with Don's design.  For the price 
of one of those fancy plastic Grippers I can buy about 5 
sheets of OSB that will make enough push blocks that will 
carry me to my next life.  And each time you use the Grip-
per you have to set it up.  I challenge you to rip a 1/16" 
strip with it without having to worry about your investment 
in it.  You can also use 2x's that you can pick up from con-
struction sites for free. 
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SWAT Symposium 
A Rookie’s Perspective 

 

By Francisco Castro 
 

Each year, the SouthWest Association of Turners (SWAT) 
holds one of the largest woodturning symposiums in the 
world.  This year I finally got the chance to attend the 24th 
annual SWAT Symposium held in the Waco Convention 
Center.  The 
one thing that 
really stood 
out to me 
was the way 
the demon-
strations 
were organ-
ized so that I 
could see all 
of those that 
really inter-
ested me and 
still have time 
to wander 
around all the vendor booths and making new friends in 
the woodturning world.  The instant gallery held the larg-
est collection of turnings I have ever seen.  Seeing all of 
these amazing pieces right in front of me was both hum-
bling and inspiring.  There were also many vendors in at-
tendance offering a big variety of tools, equipment, and 
wood for turning.  I can’t forget to mention the hands-on 
area set up near the entrance of the convention center.  
There were three full-sized lathes sponsored by Gulf 
Coast Woodturners Association available for anyone that 
wanted to learn to turn from Don Fluker and Greg Gon-
salves.  Directly across from that area was the pen turn-
ing, which was very busy nearly every time I passed by. 
 
The convention center is the perfect venue for the sympo-
sium.  The demonstrations were held in different halls 
throughout the convention center with each providing 
plenty of seating for anyone who wished to attend.  Each 
of the demonstration rooms were sponsored by woodturn-
ing clubs and provided lathes, lighting, video and sound 
equipment.  One of the demonstrations I attended that 
really stood out in my mind was Hollow Form Turning with 
Lyle Jamieson.  Lyle discussed better utilizing the wood 
for the best piece as opposed to getting the largest piece 
possible out of any piece of wood.  He also discussed 
form and including imperfections in the design when they 
come up.  This demonstration also included the use of his 
hollowing system, which seems to make a much easier 
and better controlled way to hollow.  Derek Weidman’s 
demonstration, Drawing on the Lathe, was very informa-
tive and entertaining.  He discussed the types of cuts he 
used in multi-axis turning and creating abstract art with 
the lathe.  I think the most informative discussion for me 
was Form and Design with Alan Trout and Cindy Drozda.  
What I took from their discussion was training yourself to 
look at pieces that you find appealing more critically.  To 

understand what it is about a particular piece that catches 
your eye, be it the flow, how different elements or colors 
are utilized with respect to the overall form.  I spent much 
more time in the instant gallery the rest of the weekend 
really looking at the turnings that caught my eye, trying to 
pick out the aspects of each piece that drew me to them.  
They did discuss the golden mean and how it is prevalent 
in art and nature and though I do not easily see it, I have 
started to pick up on that ratio in pieces that I have liked.  
John Holderman’s demonstration on the skew was also 
very informative.  I really like the multi-axis candle holder 
he made demonstrating the types of cuts used to make 
beads and coves with a skew.  I also like the fact that he 
really emphasized the need to put in the time using the 
skew to build up your confidence with the tool. 
 
There was ample room for the vendors to spread out on 
the second floor and still have plenty of room for everyone 
in attendance 
to get to-
gether for the 
opening cere-
monies, the 
great lunches 
and the deli-
cious ban-
quet dinner.  
The number 
of vendors in 
attendance at 
SWAT was 
overwhelming!  I was completely underprepared for what 
was available for sale during the symposium.  By that I 
mean I did not have nearly enough money to spend with 
me on all of the really cool things available.  I did pick up 
a Thompson Tools bowl gouge and handle, plenty of 
sanding discs from Vince Wood N Wonders and a safe 
center from Alan Lacer (thanks to Derek’s demonstration).  
The other vendors at the symposium I wished I had 
money to buy from were Cindy Drozda, whose vortex tool 
I should have picked up at SWAT.  The Woodworker’s 
Emporium had Stuart Batty demonstrating his technique 
with his line of tools and sharpening jigs.  Advanced Lathe 
Tools had Sinner Design Woodturning Tools designed by 
Steve Sinner.  Chucks Plus had their line of affordable 
Bulldog Scroll Chucks.  Robust Lathes had their newest 
spokesman Carl Jacobson on hand to answer any ques-
tions about their very awesome lathes.  (I have my eye on 
the Sweet 16). 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed myself at SWAT.  I met so many 
people that I only heard of or had seen in the many turn-
ing videos I have watched over the years.  I was com-
pletely overwhelmed by the number of vendors there, but 
really enjoyed talking to many of them.  I found so much 
inspiration in the instant gallery and all the Beads of Cour-
age boxes were so creative and going to a great cause.  I 
learned so much from the demonstrations I attended, from 
being inspired to try new techniques to just spending 
more time in front of the lathe turning. 
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Open Shop Night 
What is it? 

by Lane Bradford 
George Kabacinski 
& Marty Kaminsky 

 

A new member came up to me and asked about attending 
the Open Shop Night.  He also wanted to know what is 
was like, where the different locations are, and whether 
they were all the same.  The three Open Shop Night hosts 
will endeavor to explain it all right here. 
 
All three of the events occur on the same evening each 
month – the Second Tuesday every month.  The three 
locations are San Leon on the south side, Cypress in the 
Northwest area, and Montgomery up in the northern 
reaches.  Here is a bit more detail from each host. 
 
Lane Bradford – You may be asking yourself, “Why in 
the world would I want to go to an Open Shop Night when 
I already go to a monthly meeting?  What's the big deal 
about Open Shop Night anyway?”  Those are good ques-
tions and I think we should answer them as best we can.  
First, monthly general meetings are held to broadcast a 
lot of general information to a largely diverse group with a 
common interest in woodturning and the Open Shop Night 
allows a much smaller group  to focus in on specific is-
sues concerning woodturning that do not always get cov-
erage at a general meeting.  The subjects covered are as 
wide ranging and varied as those that bring them up at 
the Open Shop Night.  At the Montgomery Open Shop 
(between FM1488 and FM2854, on Fish Creek Thorough-
fare) we gather around 6:30 pm and we usually depart 
sometime after 9:00 pm.  We don't plan our gatherings but 
rather allow them to flow in any direction the group wishes 
to go.  Soft drinks and bottled water are provided.  Normal 
attendance is 5 or more turners and we will demonstrate, 
perhaps a better word would be experiment, on a One-
Way lathe or a Jet mini-lathe, or both.  Someone often 
brings a new turning they want suggestions on about the 
finish, design opportunities or tool usage, or maybe they 
bring in a piece of wood not found locally, like pepper 
wood or aspen and we discus the interesting grain of the 
wood and what we might be able to do with it.  We have 
discussed and demonstrated tool sharpening, proper use 
of chucks and their screw inserts, vacuum chucking, 
Longworth chucks (uses and home made) and numerous 
other subjects that our attendees wanted information on 
that they felt was not available at our monthly general 
meetings.  Generally, we have a pile of chips on the shop 
floor and someone leaves with a project to take home, 
finish and bring back the next month to show us.  I don't 
believe that anyone has ever left one of our Open Shops 
with unanswered questions on any subject that was put 
before the group.  Woodturners do love to share informa-
tion and their hard earned wisdom about turning and the 
Open Shops are the best venue for this sharing experi-
ence. So, if you have a new tool and you want someone 
to show you how they would use it or sharpen it, you bring 

it to Open Shop.  You have just completed a new turning 
and you want suggestions on the best finish to put on it, 
you bring it to Open Shop.  You have been on vacation 
and brought back a log from an exotic tree, and you want 
suggestions on how to best show off its grain, you bring it 
to Open Shop.  You want someone to teach you how to 
use a tool, a chuck, a finish, turn a bowl, a hollow form or 
a ball inside of a ball, you come to Open Shop.  If your 
concern/question is even remotely connected to turning 
wood, Open Shop probably has the answer/solution that 
you are looking for.  Don't forget, Open Shop is FREE and 
you don't have to be a GCWA member to come and visit 
us. 
 
George Kabacinski – In Cypress (US 290 / Fry Road 
area) we typically get started around 6:00 or whenever 
folks start arriving.  I’m usually in the shop by 5:00 or 
5:30.  So the exact start time is somewhat flexible.  We 
have an informal event in Cypress.  There is no set 
agenda, hardly ever a real planned program, and we’re 
flexible on what folks do as long as it relates to woodturn-
ing, of course.  That may sound a bit vague as we adapt 
to the participants desires. 
 
On a typical day we’ll have anywhere from 3 to 5 lathes 
running for most of the time.  Well, except when we’re 
eating,ore on that in a bit.  Sometimes participants bring 
in a project to work on, other times one to discuss with the 
group.  Frequently we’ll have a new turner attend and 
we’ll provide assistance in getting him/her going and pro-
vide mentoring throughout the evening. 
 
On occasion we’ve had a demo like when Andy Chen 
brought over his camera/laptop setup for watching the 
thickness of his hollow form turning.  Other times some-
one will be practicing for a demo elsewhere or just honing 
their skills on a given project.  At times that leads to ques-
tions and suddenly there are several folks around the 
lathe watching what has turned into an ad-hoc demo. 
 
There has been an evening or two when we’ve only had a 
couple lathes going all evening and folks are just sitting/
standing around discussing all manner of topics related to 
turning.  It’s an engaging way to share information and 
pick up an idea or skill along the way. 
 
We stay casual with the food as well.  For a number of 
months we’ve ordered in several pizzas.  More recently 
we’ve mixed it up a bit with Cannes chicken along with 
host provided fries and coleslaw.  There has been a time 
or two when a participant has volunteered to bring in din-
ner.  I don’t think there has been a time when we haven’t 
had food.  It just varies from one month to another.  Water 
and sodas are always available and the snacks vary on 
who shows up with what.  We have a basket (one of Kai’s 
clever designs that didn’t turn out exactly as he had ex-
pected) where folks can optionally throw in a few bucks to 
help cover the food costs.  Nothing is required but it’s just 
there for those who want to contribute. 

Continued on page 7 
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HOW Program Update 
2015 Rolling to a Close 

By George Kabacinski 
  

Really?  I can almost hear folks thinking “It’s, like, only 
September so what are you taking about.”  Well, for the 
GCWA 2015 HOW Program the year is indeed coming to 
a close very quickly.  We have three classes scheduled 
for October and nothing in November or December.  Here 
are the classes remaining for 2015 … 
 

October 3, 2015 (Saturday) –  Holiday Ornament 
– Spindle Turning:  Don Fluker will lead this class 
for 2015.  It will be a great opportunity for those who 
may not be ready to jump into hollowing a small 
form to make a delicate, light weight ornament.  
Don will have several projects that range from a 
two-piece hollowed from to some simple spindle 
turned ornaments that require very little wood and 
not a lot of time to complete.  Don has a great plan 
for making a simple two-piece ornament that will be 
hollow inside without all the fear and intimidation of 
doing a hollow form.  This is going to be way cool, 
easy, and will really impress your friends and family.  
We currently have two slots remaining for this class 
so be sure to get your registration in soon. 
 
October 4, 2015 (Sunday) – Holiday Ornament – 
Inside-Out:  Don Fluker will be back on Sunday to 
teach a second ornament class.  The class will be a 
four-piece inside-out ornament.  This class will be 
best for intermediate and advanced turners.  Don is 
working up the exact design.  It will be a fun project 

and the techniques learned in the class will be the 
basis for any number of variations for other orna-
ments and turnings.  One thing about doing an in-
side-out ornament is that your wood must be milled 
square for everything to fit together properly and 
look great.  Don will cover the process in class but 
we’ll have the wood lathe ready so the class can get 
on with the turning of a great ornament.  At present 
there are two slots remaining in this class.  Be sure 
to send in your registration as soon as possible. 
 
October 24, 2015 – Mini Hats:  Greg Gonsalvez 
will be teaching a class on making a Mini Hat.  
Since the HOW classes are taught using Delta midi 
lathes it’s pretty much impossible to teach a full size 
hat making class.  Doing a mini hat takes a lot less 
time and effort and requires the same skills needed 
to do a full size hat.  Each student will be making a 
mini hat during the class including reverse tuning for 
the top of the hat using a light jig as well as a bend-
ing jig to shape the hat once it is off the lathe.  Mak-
ing a mini hat is a sure way to awe and impress 
your non-turning friends, along with a lot of your 
turning friends as well.  When the date was an-
nounced a couple students had to cancel due to 
scheduling conflicts.  So we’ve used up the wait list.  
This is your chance to get on the wait list and possi-
bly make it into the class. 

 
Work is already underway for some really great class of-
ferings in 2016.  Here’s a preview of some of the possibili-
ties.  Some are confirmed (no dates yet) and others are 
still in the works. 

Doug Grissom and John McCaskill frequent show up 
early to help get the shop ready.  Others have also helped 
out from time to time.  Sometimes it takes more effort than 
others, but unless there were recent classes in the shop 
its usually not too bad a mess.  At the end of the evening 
we take a few minutes to ensure the shavings are hauled 
out and the place is tidy again. 
 
When does it end?  Whenever everyone has had enough 
or I decide it’s time to go in the house and get some 
sleep.  There is no set time for anyone to arrive or depart.  
It’s truly an Open Shop.  Of course there’s a hard core 
group that stays to the end and normally the shop is 
locked up by 10:00 or so. 
 
Marty Kaminsky - The Second Tuesday gatherings are, I 
think, one of the best features of our woodturning club, 
and I would like to see more members enjoying them.  At 
the one I host in San Leon (on Galveston Bay, halfway 
between Kemah and Texas City), we have an informal 
get-together where, having our priorities straight, we start 
with dinner (we trade off on providing dinner), we chit-
chat, show off our latest turnings, solve our problems (that 

is, woodturning problems - all other personal problems 
are offered for entertainment purposes only), and always 
have a demonstration of a turning technique or project.  
It's just a really good woodturning time.  Presentations 
we've had in recent months include segmented turning, 
finishing methods, sphere making, wood burning, thread 
chasing, ornamental turning, resin casting of project 
blanks, turning square platters, piercing, chain saw use, 
and several others.  We start about 6:30 pm on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month.  Friends and spouses are 
always welcome.  Most of the folks who come are from 
the area which includes the communities in the vicinity of 
Texas City, Kemah, Seabrook, League City, Dickenson, 
Clear Lake City, Friendswood, Pasadena, Deer Park, La 
Porte, and Webster, and a few come from much further.  
It's well worth the drive for the camaraderie, food, and 
good turning stuff. 
 
We all hope you will stop by one of the Open Shop Night 
events and share some time with others who have an in-
terest in turning.  For more information contact the host 
directly:  Lane Bradford - wlbradford@outlook.com, 
George Kabacinski – cl23314@gmail.com, Marty Kamin-
sky – martykaminsky@gmail.com 

Continued from page 6 
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Pyrography & Coloring – A two day Intermediate 
level class led by Janice Levi that will build on the 
past Pyrogragphy 101 offerings we’ve had over the 
past several years.  Day one will focus on more ad-
vanced pyrography techniques and projects while 
day two will focus on coloring and finishing the pro-
jects.  A pre-requisite for this class is having partici-
pated in one of the past Pyrography 101 classes or 
demonstrated experience and approval of the in-
structor.  Having your own burner and pens is also 
required. 
 
Skew Magic – This will be another session of the 
class Fog Tanner has taught on successful use of 
the skew.  In this class the students will learn from 
one of our own Skew Masters.  There will be a good 
deal of practice time as well as several quick pro-
jects to demonstrate the skills learned in the class.  
The class will be open to all skill levels. 
 
Turning a Jewelry Set – At the 2015 GCWA Re-
treat Janice Levi led a class on making a bangle 
bracelet and pendant from a single piece of wood.  
This class will extend that concept to include a 
bracelet, pendant and a set of earrings – all from 
the same block of wood.  Think about how im-
pressed your spouse, significant other, mistress, 
and friends will be with a timely gift of a full set of 
wood turned jewelry on some special occasion.  Or 
just make it for yourself and you’ll have everyone 
asking ‘where did you get the great jewelry – it all 
matches perfectly’.   
 
Stabilizing and Casting – This class is still being 
worked on and we now have a couple potential in-
structors.  So it is looking like a real offering for 
2016.  Stay tuned for more information. 
 
Making Carbide Tools – If you were visiting the 
vendors at SWAT this year then you know that buy-
ing commercial carbide tools is, well, expensive.  
This class will focus on shop made versions of ra-
dius square and round cutter tools.  The methods 
used will be those that most of our members can 
complete with common tools in their shop with a 
couple small add-ons for tapping screw holes. 
 
Tools & Techniques – Small Hollow Forms – At 
SWAT this year Dennis Ford presented a session 
on making a small hollow form.  During the session 
he used a number of shop made tools.  This two 
day class will explore the making of small hollowing 
tools as well as the techniques and skills needed to 
use them successfully.  Day one of the class will 
focus on making the tools and day two will be using 
them to complete a small hollow form.  Each partici-
pant will leave the class with a set of tools they 
have made as well as a small hollow form. 
 

Bowl From a Cube – If you were at the August 
GCWA meeting you may have seen the cool bowl 
which resulted in a ribbon for John King, Jr.  It was 
impressive indeed.  Well, he has agreed to teach us 
how he did it in a hands-on class.  Due to the nature 
of this turning it will likely be limited to intermediate 
and advanced turners. 
 
Basic Bowls – We have a growing number of 
newer members with limited turning experience.  
This class will be a full day of education on turning 
bowls.  Topics will include turning a green bowl, 
how to dry bowls, and turning a dry wood bowl.  It 
will be a class packed with ideas and skill building 
projects.  The class is open to all skill levels with a 
focus on newer turners and those who have not yet 
jumped into the adventures of bowl turning. 
 
Turning a Crotch Bowl – This is a specialty for 
Don Fluker who will lead another session of his 
highly successful class.  There will be more to come 
on this class.  So stay tuned. 
 
Holiday Ornament 2016, Advanced – We haven’t 
even had the 2015 class yet and we’re already 
working on the 2016 class!  Now that’s advanced 
planning.  Envision a globe ornament with a delicate 
finial.  The globe is finely crafted and is pierced and 
colored.  One day or two?  We’re not sure yet.  
Who’s the instructor?  We’re talking with one of the 
best for leading this class.  Since we don’t have a 
true commitment yet it’s a bit too soon to be giving 
out the name. 
 
Segmented Feature Ring – During 2015 we had 
two sessions of Andy Chen’s Segmenting 101 
class.  This will be an extension of the concepts 
taught in that class.  The class will work through the 
design and construction of a feature ring that can be 
used in a future segmented project.  A pre-requisite 
for this class is participation in Andy’s Segmenting 
101 class or past segmenting experience and ap-
proval of the instructor. 
 
Piercing – No, this is not body piercing, but piercing 
as an embellishment on turned works.  Paula Hay-
mond had led a sought-after class on this topic in 
the past and has agreed to bring it back in 2016.  
To begin the class, participants will turn a quick 
piece to use in the piercing portion of the class.  
The majority of the class time will be spent on learn-
ing the methods and techniques for piercing and 
skill building exercises. 

 
At this point it is too early to guarantee that all the above 
classes with occur in 2016 as we are still in the planning 
process for all the classes.  However, these are all good 
possibilities.  If you have an idea for a class you’d like to 
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SWAT 2015 Update 
By Tom Enloe 

GCWA representative to SWAT 
 
This year's SWAT show went smoothly and everyone 
seemed pleased. Several nationally known turners pre-
sented demonstrations along with those of many local 
woodturning artists.  As always, the Instant Gallery was 
outstanding with many examples of fantastic high quality 
projects and the banquet and drawings were well at-
tended with several Houston winners. 

 
Gulf Coast was also well represented in both the demon-
strators and the Instant Gallery plus the Beads of Cour-
age entries and the donations of turnings to the raffle.  We 
are one of the largest of the SWAT clubs and I believe 
one of the most active and generous. 
 
Next year will be very special - it is the 25th anniversary 
show with extra demonstrators, acknowledgements, and 
special events. 
 
Thanks again to all. 

SWAT Symposium 2015 
A Newcomer’s View 

By Tom Hughes 
 

SWAT 2015 overall was one of the best and most infor-
mative events I have attended.  While I am sure there 
were some who could say they were dissatisfied with this 
event or that event, I think the convention was well 
thought out and managed.  I also learned a lot, not just 
from the demonstrations, but from the vendors and the 
attendees. 
 
I planned my arrival for Friday morning by 9 am.  I actually 
arrived at 8:30.  I find that this worked well, but wish I had 
planned to spend Thursday night also.  I will probably plan 
it that way next year.  I had made reservations at the Mar-
riott Courtyard.  So I just went across the street to the 
convention center and registered.  It was an easy and 
straightforward process.  Sign boards were posted to pro-
vide directions on where to go for all the events. 
 
I planned to attend several events in areas of interest to 
me and scheduled myself accordingly.  I found that it was 
more desirable to arrive early to the demonstrations as 
this allowed me to 
interface directly with 
the demonstrator in 
most cases.  I was 
able to get several 
questions answered in 
this fashion and not 
interrupt the demon-
stration.  While all the 
demonstrators en-
couraged anyone with 

a question to ask, I found I could go into more detail on a 
one on one basis. I did not find a single person that was 
unwilling to stop and talk about a subject at almost any 
time. 
 
I had an opportunity to 
stop by Alan Lacer’s 
booth (one of the Ven-
dors).  Mr. Lacer took 
time to demonstrate 
how to burnish a 
scraper including vis-
ual representations.  I 
also talked for some 
length with the ven-
dors from frugal vac-
uum chucks and Hill Country Woods.  If I were more ex-
perienced, I probably could have asked better questions. 
 
The only event I missed was the Special Event Dinner on 
Friday night, mainly because I didn’t know what it was and 
that I needed to register for it separately.  I will say this 
information was probably addressed during the opening, 
but I missed it this year.  I won’t next year. 
 
I was lucky enough to attend a Special Interest Group 
(Penmaking) session in which a panel of four demonstra-
tors and vendors answered questions for the group.  I 
think this practice should be continued and expanded as it 
demonstrates that there are several ways to address a 
problem.  I found it helpful to be able to get several differ-
ent answers to a specific question and to be able to com-
pare them. 
 
At the end, if you haven’t guessed, I was extremely im-
pressed with the event and plan to attend next year al-
ready. 

have included in the GCWA HOW Program please con-
tact me at the e-mail address noted below. 
 
To register for any of the 2015 GCWA HOW classes you 
must send in your registration fee.  The check should be 
made payable to GCWA.  The 2015 rate for each class 

day is $35.  Some classes also have a materials fee 
which is payable at the class.  Registration checks can be 
mailed to George Kabacinski at PO Box 371, Cypress, TX 
77410.  (Please note the recent change in the PO Box 
number.)  If you have specific questions about a class or 
would like to get on the wait list for a class you can e-mail 
George at GCWA.HOW@gmail.com.  Please note the 
new e-mail address for the GCWA HOW Program. 

Continued from page 8 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL AUGUST SHOW & TELL 

Judges: Dale Barrack & Jonathan Bartz 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Dennis Ford 
 

 
 

Sycamore 
bowlr 

3rd Place – Dennis Ford 

 
 

Oak bowl 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Linda Bohl-Berry 
 

 

 
 

Ash bowl 

Intermediate Category 

2nd Place – Kendall Westbrook 
 

 
 

Elm vase 

3rd Place – Andy Chen 
 

 

Alabaster/
ziricote 
hollow 
form 

Enhanced Category 

 

1st Place – Andy Chen 
 

 

Rainbow 
Bloodwood/
maple/jatoba/
mussel shells/
ziricote 

1st Place – John King 
 
 
 

Mahogany 
bowl 

 

 

 

Beginner Category 
1st Place – John Weber 

 
 

Maple 
mallet 

 

Best of Show 
Francisco Castro 
Wave vase 

2nd Place – Mike Gann 
 

 
 

Lidded box 

3rd Place – Paul Dana 
 

 
 

Bradford pear 
bowl 

Judges 

2nd Place – George Kabacinski 
 

 
 
Pendant 

Kit Category 
1st Place – Don Fluker 

 
 

Pens 

 

2nd Place – George Kabacinski 
 

 
 

Maple goblet 

3rd Place – George Kabacinski 
 
 

 
Hollow form 

3rd Place – John McCaskill 
 

 

Mahogany/maple 
pepper mill 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the August Meeting  

More pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor, Dale Barrack 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2015 general meet-
ings will be held at the Mendenhall Community 
Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of West-
view Dr 

 

September 19, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

October 5, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

October 17, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting - Picnic ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

November 9, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

November 21, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

December 7, 2015 ~ Board Meeting 
 

December 19, 2015 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

January 4, 2016~ Board Meeting 
 

January 16, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

February 8, 2016 ~ Board Meeting 
 

February 20, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

March 7, 2016 ~ Board Meeting 
 

March 19, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

September Meeting 

September Meeting Program 

Finishing with CA Glue 
By Alan Trout 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Reggie Keith - President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

George Kabacinski - Vice President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Don Fluker - Past President 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney –Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Kai Muenzer - Board Member 
(281) 496-5769 
kai.muenzer@shell.com 

 

Scott Haddix - Board Member 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Board Member 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Pete Copeland - Website Creative 
Director 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech 
Director/Forum Administrator 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andychentx@gmail.com 

Mendenhall Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 



Internet Websites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Segmented Woodturners: http://segmentedwoodturners.org 
Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 

More Woodturning Magazine: http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/ 
Hearne Hardwoods Inc: http://www.hearnehardwoods.com/index.html 

Gilmer Wood Company: https://www.gilmerwood.com/ 
Cook Woods: https://cookwoods.com/ 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Center for Art in Wood: http://www.centerforartinwood.org/ 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
George Kabacinski 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2015 GCWA 


