
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

I want to thank Tom Irven for 
presenting the February pro-
gram.  Fog Tanner will give the 
program for March.  We are ex-
tremely fortunate to have excel-
lent turners in our club that are 
willing to take the time to pre-
pare and present a demonstra-
tion at the meeting.  People 
have suggested that we place a 
video of these presentations on 
the web.  We did discuss this in our last board meeting 
and decided that at this time there were other issues that 
were more pressing.  For example we have recently re-
placed the sound system and are still fine tuning the inter-
face of the audio with the operation of the video recording 
system.  We will get there but it is a work in progress. 
 
FLASH – Presidents Challenge – FLASH – That is right 
we are going to have a president’s challenge at the Feb-
ruary meeting and it is boxes.  This gives you a chance to 
take that little piece of wood that is just sitting in the way 
and make something great.  The Presidents Challenge for 
the last meeting was tops.  This was a great challenge for 
beginning to intermediate turners and we got very positive 
feedback with the expressed request that we have more 
of these simple projects.  I admit that boxes are a little 
more complicated than tops, but they are still within the 
reach of a beginning turner with a little patience and prac-
tice.  There are many examples of how to turn boxes on 
YouTube.  My favorites are the ones by Ray Key.  I espe-
cially like the Basic Box by Ray Key – Full Length Video 
which is about 50 minutes long.  If you scan the tool cata-
logs you will notice that special tools are offered specifi-
cally for turning boxes.  However while some of these are 
useful, I assure you that boxes can be created with the 
basic tool set.  And feel free to “go outside the box”.  I 
think I recall Bill Berry creating one that was shaped and 
painted to look like a large fishing lure. 
 
Wood Swap?  - OK, here is a new one for me.  At the 
beginning of the month we received an e-mail out of the 
blue from a Mr. Len Starkie that said: 
 
I will be bringing 10 Kilograms of small pieces suitable for 
lidded boxes or small bowls. The species are sheoak, Jar-
rah, blackbutt, mulga. It was my intention that you people 
might like to look at these Western Australian timbers and 
use them and if some one felt so inclined to give a piece 
of wood in return, then that would be good. 

So I replied that even though I do not recall the club hav-
ing ever done this before perhaps we could give it a go.  
So Mr. Starkie said he would plan to be at the March 
meeting.  I am sure that he will not be able to take back 
large pieces of wood but perhaps small box sized pieces 
would be good and I would think that a nice piece of mes-
quite might be appreciated.   Also maybe we can impose 
on Mr. Starkie to tell us what is going on in the Australian 
wood turning scene. 
 
Ongoing and Upcoming items include: 
 

We are still looking for members that would serve on 
the board or as an officer for next year.  If you 
have any suggestions please contact Ed Peine.  

 
The Retreat at the Montgomery County Fairgrounds 

Friday, 17 June through Sunday 19 June 2016.  If 
there are class topics that you would like to see at 
the please send them to me. 

 
The April program will be given by Bill Berry. 

 
This is a little abbreviated, however our newsletter editor 
Andy Chen is set to embark on another world woodturn-
ing tour and needs to get packing. 
 
Well that is the way things are right now, I am going back 
to the shop and hope you are to. 
 
Happy Turning 
 

Reggie 

March, 2016 
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Board Feet 
By Lane Bradford 

 

I should hate repeating myself...but in this case I don't.  
April, a.k.a. Tax Deadline, is just around the corner and so 
is the final deadline for the applications to be turned in for 
the GCWA Scholarship program. Your GCWA will be giv-
ing away two $500 scholarships and as of right now I 
have no applications and I only know of one person who 
will have an application for me.  So what's wrong?  Why is 
it so hard to actually give money away?  I need your help 
to prod and poke our potential applicants to get busy and 
do the paperwork necessary to have a finished applica-
tion.  Consider threats of bodily injury or anything else that 
you think might work.  I don't care how difficult it is, I want 
to give this money away before the Board of Directors 
decides to end the Scholarship program for lack of partici-
pation.  If we ever stop a program like this we will never 
get the support necessary to bring it back.  If you have 
any question about who is eligible for the program ask 
any Board Member. 
 
Ed Peine has been working hard to fill our Board of Direc-
tors ballot with eager and qualified names.  If you even 
think you might want to run for a position on the ballot 
hurry up and give your name to Ed.  The ballots will go 
out in the May newsletter and the results will be an-
nounced at the Spring Retreat in June.  After that it is all 
just fun and leisure for those elected to the GCWA Board 
of Directors. 
 
The Board never heard from anyone about another poten-
tial storage facility for our trailer and other assets so we 
had to vote to continue the rental agreement at our cur-
rent location.  We ask that you don't stop looking for an-
other suitable storage facility for our equipment at a cost 
closer to zero.  We currently have the money to cover this 
expense but you never know when something could hap-
pen that would change our financial situation. 
 
Last month we were asked and we gladly furnished some 
of our members to do a turning demonstration for a local 

assisted living facility.  The number of attendees far ex-
ceeded anything that the facility staff had anticipated and 
our demonstration was extremely well received.  Unless 
you were involved you may have never heard about this 
opportunity for supporting our local community.  If this is 
something you would like to get involved with or perhaps 
you have some other similar opportunities in mind please 
get with our membership chairman, Walter Mooney.  We 
can never have enough opportunities like this. 
 
Are you ready for the Spring Retreat?  It's scheduled for 
Friday 6/17 through Sunday 6/19 at our usual facility on 
the Montgomery County Fairgrounds.  As in the past 
years, we need students, teachers, organizers and help-
ers in order to have a successful Retreat this year.  We 
will also need about 100 mini-lathes from our members, a 
band-saw or two, several grinders and sharpening jigs.  
As in the past, the GCWA will repair or replace anything 
that is lost or broken when it is on loan to us at the retreat. 
Please tell Reggie that you want to help this year.  His 
knees are about to give out from all the begging he is do-
ing.  In August after the Retreat we have the SWAT sym-
posium in Waco again this year.  This will be their 25th 
anniversary celebration and promises to be a memorable 
event.  In October we will have our annual picnic at 
George Bush Park, pavilion #2 again.  We need a volun-
teer to replace Kai as the picnic organizer this year.  Basi-
cally you will order the barbeque and plan a turning ap-
propriate activity for the picnic. 
 
So long, happy trails, bye-bye, etc.  If you still have not 
paid your 2016 dues by the last of March you will no 
longer receive a GCWA newsletter automatically by e-
mail, be allowed on the GCWA Forum, be able to enter a 
turning in show-n-tell, attend the Retreat or the picnic, 
attend any of the Hands-On-Workshops, take classes 
from a national demonstrator or sponsor a GCWA Schol-
arship applicant until you are current with your dues.  We 
don't want to lose you, so bring your checkbook or cash to 
the meeting this month and pay up or mail Walter Mooney 
or Rene Gonzalez your check for your dues NOW! 

March Raffle 
By John Schlobohm 

 

I would like to thank everyone that turned bowls for Empty 
Bowls last month.  The wood raffle for the people that 
brought bowls was a great success.  I am working on get-
ting more blanks for another Empty Bowls raffle later this 
year. 
 
The March raffle has some great new items.  We will have 
several tools, drive centers, and great new kits.  We will 
have plenty of gift cards.  This month’s WOW prize is 
something new.  It is a Perfect Sphere M-Chuck.  It will 
make it easier for you to make great spheres. 
 
Hope to see everyone at the raffle table. 

Annual Dues 
By Walter Mooney 

 

We are now in 2016.  How time flies.  I hope you are do-
ing better than me in remembering to write or type 2016 
when you write the date.  I find myself still writing 2015 
sometimes.  Because it’s 2016, your annual dues to 
GCWA is due.  We will have a table for dues collection 
set up, as always, near the door to our meeting room in 
the Mendenhall Community Center.  If you haven’t paid 
already, please stop by the table and renew your mem-
bership in the GCWA.  We will try to help you to remem-
ber to write 2016 on your check!  If you bring cash, we 
won’t even bring up the fact that it’s 2016 already!  Re-
member you will lose all your member privileges if you fail 
to pay my the end of March.   See you Saturday. 
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Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 
$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 

will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE - Laguna lathe model 18-47, 2 HP, VS, extra 
banjo, bed extension / tall banjo, 220v.  Only lightly used, 
very good condition.  $1,750. Contact George at 
cl23314@gmail.com  
 
FOR SALE - Lots of tools.  Former GCWA member's 
widow offering the following items for sale: Sjobergs work-
bench, Mini-Max 16" Band Saw, General 260 lathe, 
Sheng Shing SDM-15" belt sander and MORE! Contact 
Gaye Hart at 713-910-2544. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

Have Fun and Help 
By Don Fluker 

 

How would you like to 
have fun and help 
Houston's hungry at the 
same time.  You can 
you know.  Make some 
bowls and donate them 
to the Houston Food 
Bank by way of the 
Houston Empty Bowls 
event to be held May 
14 at the Houston Center for Contemporary Craft. 

Last year GCWA members donated 200 bowls to Empty 
Bowls and helped raise $87,000.  That $87,000 turns out 
to be 261,000 meals for Houston’s hungry.  Our goal for 
2016 is again 200.  We are running a little behind this 
year with only 130 at this time.  That means that we have 
to get 70 bowls with only two more meetings before May 
14. 
 
As an incentive we will give you 5 free raffle tickets for 
every bowl that you bring to the March and April meeting. 
 
Please help GCWA meet our goal this year. 
 
Thank You to all of you that have already donated this 
year. 

The Wait is Over! 
2016 HOW Class Dates 

By George Kabacinski 
  

At last, some confirmed dates!  Wow!  Or make that 
HOW, the GCWA Hands-On Workshops that is.  Not all 
the classes are confirmed as of yet, but significant pro-
gress has been made recently and we’re ready to open 
registration on the classes with dates listed below. 
 

Saturday, April 2, 2016 -- Bracelet and Jewelry Set 
– At the 2015 GCWA Retreat Janice Levi led a class 
on making a bangle bracelet and pendant from a sin-
gle piece of wood.  This class will extend that concept 
to include a bracelet, pendant and a set of earrings – 
all from the same block of wood.  Think about how 
impressed your spouse, significant other, mistress, 
and friends will be with a timely gift of a full set of 
wood turned jewelry on some special occasion.  Or 
just make it for yourself and you’ll have everyone ask-
ing ‘where did you get the great jewelry – it all 
matches perfectly’ 
 

Sunday, April 3, 2016 -- Advanced Pyrography & 
Coloring Techniques – An Intermediate level class 
led by Janice Levi that will build on the past Pyro-
gragphy 101 offerings we’ve had over the past sev-
eral years.  Most of the day will focus on more ad-
vanced pyrography techniques and projects while a 
portion of the day will address coloring and finishing 
the projects.   A pre-requisite for this class is having 
participated in one of the past Pyrography 101 
classes or demonstrated experience and approval of 
the instructor.  Having your own burner and pens is 
also required. 
 

Saturday, April 30, 2016 – Wood Stabilization and 
Casting – Curtis Seebeck of San Angelo, TX has 
agreed to return to Houston for a weekend to lead the 
Wood Stabilization & Casting class.  This will be a 
hands-on class, but will not include much (if any) turn-
ing.  The class will start with some orientation and 
safety discussion followed by Curtis showing how 
things are done.  The first part of the day will be stabi-
lization since it takes a long time to complete each of 
several processes.  While all that is processing the 
group will get on with the Casting topic.  Later the 

Continued on page 4 
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class will wrap up with completion of the projects from 
the morning’s stabilization exercise.  Given we are 
bringing in an out-of-town instructor this class the 
class registration fee will be $40.  There will also be a 
materials fee to cover the cost of consumables for the 
hands-on activities. 
 

Sunday, May 1, 2016 – Wood Stabilization and 
Casting – Due to a large pent up demand for this 
class Curtis Seebeck has agreed to do a second rota-
tion of the class on Sunday.  Same content just a dif-
ferent group of GCWA members to fill the class. 
 

Saturday July 30, & Sunday July 31, 2016 – Seg-
menting 201, The Feature Ring – During 2015 we 
had two sessions of Andy Chen’s Segmenting 101 
class.  This will be an extension of the concepts 
taught in that class.  The class will work through the 
design and construction of a feature ring that can be 
used in a future segmented project.  This is a two day 
class and will have a class registration fee of $70.  
The class will be limited to those who have previously 
taken Andy’s Segmenting 101 class or have experi-
ence with segmenting projects and approval of the 
instructor. 
 

Saturday, October 1, & Sunday, October 2, 2016 - 
Tools & Techniques & Small Hollow Forms – At 
SWAT 2015 Dennis Ford presented a session on 
making a small hollow form.  During the session he 
used a number of shop made tools.  This two day 
class will explore the making of small hollowing tools 
suitable for hollowing a 4” – 5” turning.  Class partici-
pants will make 3 hollowing tools – a straight tool, a 
bent tool and a scraper.  The second day will be put-
ting the new tools to the test while turning a 4” – 5” 
hollow form.  Each participant will leave the two-day 
class with a set of tools they have made as well as a 
small hollow form they used the tools on.  Because 
his is a two-day class the Class Registration Fee is 
$70.  There will also be a materials fee to cover the 
cost of steel, tool bits, and consumables for the class. 

 
In addition to the classes now scheduled for 2016 work 
continues to confirm dates for the following classes in 
2016. 

 
Skew Magic – This will be another session of the 
class Fog Tanner has taught on successful use of the 
skew.  In this class the students will learn from one of 
our own skew masters.  There will be a good deal of 
practice time as well as several quick projects to dem-
onstrate the skills learned in the class.  The class will 
be open to all skill levels. 
 
Bowl From a Cube – If you were at GCWA meeting 
last August you may have seen the cool bowl which 
resulted in a ribbon for John King, Jr.  It was impres-
sive indeed.  Well, he has agreed to teach us how he 
did it in a hands-on class.  Due to the nature of this 

turning it will likely be limited to intermediate and ad-
vanced turners. 
 
Basic Bowls – Tom Irven will be back teaching a 
Basic Bowls class in 2016.  We have a growing num-
ber of newer members with limited turning experi-
ence.  This class will be a full day of education on 
turning bowls.  Topics will include turning a green 
bowl, how to dry bowls, and turning a dry wood bowl.  
It will be a class packed with ideas and skill-building 
projects.  The class is open to all skill levels with a 
focus on newer turners and those who have not yet 
jumped into the adventures of bowl turning. 
 
Turning a Crotch Bowl – This is a specialty for Don 
Fluker who will lead another session of his highly 
successful class.  There will be more to come on this 
class.  So stay tuned. 
 
Piercing – No, this is not body piercing, but piercing 
as an embellishment on turned works.  Paula Hay-
mond led a sought-after class on this topic in the past 
and has agreed to bring it back in 2016.  To begin the 
class, participants will turn a quick piece to use in the 
piercing portion of the class.  The majority of the class 
time will be spent on learning the methods and tech-
niques for piercing and skill-building exercises. 
 
Holiday Ornament 2016, Advanced –Envision a 
globe ornament with a delicate finial.  The globe is 
finely crafted and is pierced and colored.  One day or 
two?  We’re not sure yet.  Who’s the instructor?  
We’re talking with one of the best for leading this 
class.  Since we don’t have a true commitment yet it’s 
a bit too soon to be giving out the name. 
 
Making Carbide Tools – If you were visiting the ven-
dors at SWAT last year then you know that buying 
commercial carbide tools is, well, expensive.  This 
class will focus on shop made versions of radius 
square and round cutter tools.  The methods used will 
be those that most of our members can complete with 
common tools in their shop with a couple small add-
ons for tapping screw holes. 

 
At this point it is too early to guarantee that all the above 
classes with occur in 2016 as we are still in the planning 
process for these classes.  However, these are all good 
possibilities.  If you have an idea for a class you’d like to 
have included in the GCWA HOW Program please con-
tact me at the e-mail address noted below. 
 
To register for any of the 2016 GCWA HOW classes you 
must send in your registration fee.  The check should be 
made payable to GCWA.  The 2016 rate for each class 
day is $35 unless otherwise noted in the class description.  
Most classes also have a materials fee which is payable 
at the class.  Registration checks can be mailed to 
George Kabacinski at PO Box 371, Cypress, TX 77410.  If 
you have specific questions about a class or would like to 
get on the wait list for a class you can e-mail George at 
GCWA.HOW@gmail.com. 

Continued from page 3, 2016 HOW Class Dates 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL FEBRUARY SHOW & TELL 

Judges: Scott Njaa & Clyde Collier 
Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Gary Rock 
 

 
Ponderosa 
pine bowl 

3rd Place – Bill Potterf 

 
 

Nested 
Pecan bowl 
set 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Francisco Castro 
 

 

 

Maple bowl 

Intermediate Category 

2nd Place – Francisco Castro 
 

 
Sugar maple 
vase 

3rd Place – Rebecca DeGroot 

 
Walnut/
maple 
table 

Enhanced Category 

 

1st Place – Francisco Castro 
 

 
 

Vase 

1st Place – Doug Davis 
 
 

Black Walnut 
bowl 

 

 

 

Judges 

2nd Place – Melania Necessary 
 

Burmese 
blackwood 
muddler 

Beginner’s Category 
1st Place – Harris Knecht 

 
 

Hackberry 
bowl 

 

 

2nd Place – John Gay 
 

 
Banksia pod 
candle holder 

3rd Place – Darrel McDaniel 
 

 
Pecan can-
dlestick 

2nd Place – Thomas Matthews 
 

 
Bottle stopper 

Kit Category 
1st Place – Mike Stall 

 
 
Pens 

 

Best of Show 
Don Fluker 

 
 
Cherry 
bowl 

2nd Place – John Weber 
 

 
 

President’s Challenge 
1st Place – Kendall Westbrook 

 
 
 

 
3rd Place – Chuck Graham 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Bill Berry ------------ (281) 479-8073 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 

 

Brian Laing -------- (281) 580-5381 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the February Meeting  

More pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor, Dale Barrack 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2016 general meet-
ings will be held at the Mendenhall Community 
Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of West-
view Dr 

 

March 19, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

April 4, 2016~ Board Meeting 
 

April 16, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

May 9, 2016 ~ Board Meeting 
 

May 21, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 6, 2016 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 9 - 12, 2016 ~ AAW symposium, Atlanta, GA 
 

June 17 - 19, 2016 ~ GCWA Retreat ~ 8:00AM - 5:00PM 
 

July 5, 2016 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 16, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 8, 2016 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 20, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 25 - 28, 2016 ~ SWAT annual symposium, 
Waco, TX 

 

September 5, 2016 ~ Board Meeting 
 

September 17, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

March Meeting 

March Meeting Program 

Turning Lace Barbin 
by Fog Tanner 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Reggie Keith - President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

George Kabacinski - Vice President 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Don Fluker - Past President 
(281) 855-8230 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney – Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@Trademarkconst.com 

 

Lane Bradford - Board Member 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Ben Gray - Board Member 
(713) 492-9148 
Ben.Gray@rigidbuilding.com 

 

Scott Haddix - Board Member 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Board Member 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Pete Copeland - Website Creative 
Director 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech 
Director/Forum Administrator 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andychentx@gmail.com 

Mendenhall Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 



Internet Websites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Segmented Woodturners: http://segmentedwoodturners.org 
Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 

More Woodturning Magazine: http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/ 
Hearne Hardwoods Inc: http://www.hearnehardwoods.com/index.html 

Gilmer Wood Company: https://www.gilmerwood.com/ 
Cook Woods: https://cookwoods.com/ 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Center for Art in Wood: http://www.centerforartinwood.org/ 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
George Kabacinski 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2015 GCWA 


