
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

First let me say thanks to Shawn for filling in for me at last 
months Board Meeting and for writing the “Presidents 
Corner” for me in last month’s Newsletter. 
 
The 25th Anniversary of SWAT is now behind us and for 
those of you that missed the SWAT symposium in Waco 
last month you need to make yourself a reminder to at-
tend next year’s symposium.  There were over 1100 paid 
attendees, which is a very close second to the AAW sym-
posium.  There were vendors tucked away in every corner 
of the Waco Convention Center and I had to make a con-
certed effort to check out everything they had for sale.  
There was also wood from all parts of the globe, some of 
the most impressive, both in size and price, including the 
mallee burls from Australia.  WOW!  I know I left Waco 
with several bags full of wood I think I can turn into some-
thing nice, a few extra tools (I need to start a chapter of 
“tool-cololics”!) and totally inspired by all that I saw in the 
demonstrations as well as in the Instant Gallery.  Speak-
ing of, Bill Barry has posted a 34 minute slide show of the 
Instant Gallery on the Forum’s “Turning Talk.”  If you have 
a moment take a look at what I am talking about and don’t 
forget to give Bill a “thumbs up” for his effort in making 
this for all of us to see.  I think you will agree after watch-
ing Bill’s slide show that the artwork in the SWAT Instant 
Gallery rivals anything that the National or International 
turners can do. 
 
One of the most impressive things that happened was 
that Cindy Drozda did ALL of her demo rotations in the 
GCWA sponsored room AND posted on her Face Book 
page “A really big thank you to John and the Gulf Coast 
Woodturners for a first class job on the A/V in my demo 
room.”  That’s a really big thing to get a compliment like 
that from a well known turner like Cindy.  Thanks for an 
excellent job to John and all those that assisted him at 
SWAT.  Speaking of John Weber and his vast army of 
assistants, John presented a plan to the Board this month 
to make some changes to how we setup and operate our 
A/V system.  After observing the other SWAT member 
clubs that sponsored demo rooms and how their AV was 
setup John wants to incorporate some of the good things 
he saw them do, like placing the tripod camera in front of 
the demonstrator and the lathe, but removing the camera 
operator so as not to block the audience’s view.  Also, set 
up the operator’s console in a center aisle in front of the 
lathe but behind the camera.  The console operator will be 
seated so as not to interfere with the audience’s view.  
We believe that this will improve our A/V experience and 

give us the opportunity to train some more members to 
operate the console so we are not always dependant on 
John to be present at every meeting.  These changes will 
not happen overnight but a little at a time as we acquire 
the necessary equipment and learn what we are doing. 
 
The Board is constantly looking for someone to help us 
tow our trailer to either the meetings or other events.  Last 
month, Chuck Graham, responded to our call for a volun-
teer to haul our trailer to Waco for SWAT and back.  The 
Board wishes to thank Chuck for his timely assistance.  If 
you have a truck with a good hitch and can occasionally 
help us tow the trailer would you please tell Shawn or 
Walter you can help them out?  I promise we won’t be 
asking you every month. 
 
Next month is October, which is our annual GCWA family 
picnic.  Jon Gaynor, with Reggie as his 1st assistant is 
busy organizing this key event for us.  If you can help Jon 
out or if you have any suggestions for turning activities 
please tell Jon.  Yes, we will have our popular potato turn-
ing event with deep fried potatoes as the byproduct.  I 
don’t know why someone hasn’t made a mini lathe 
mounted over a deep fryer in colors to go with any mod-
ern kitchen appliance.  Perhaps a GCWA turner will follow 
in the footsteps of George Forman and market a new po-
tato cutter & fryer appliance. 
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Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 
$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 

will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE/TRADE - Paint sprayer for large painting pro-
jects.  High-end 24" Porter Cable dovetail jig with a bunch 
of attachments.  Would be happy to trade for some wood 
for turning.  Also a small dust collector that needs a new 
motor as the one on it is 240V/50Hz, A good little project 
for someone handy.  A large pile of plywood that we used 
in case of hurricane, free to a good home.  Roger Dauer, 
thedauers@yahoo.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

Rebirth of A Chuck 
By George Kabacinski 

 

With a title like that you might think that turning has gone 
paranormal.  This is the story of a dead chuck (Vicmarc 
120) being brought back to live by a prominent GCWA 
member, paranormal or just another weekend shop pro-
ject by a resourceful kind of guy. 
 
Fog Tanner discovered that his Vicmarc chuck wasn’t 
working as it should so he did what any inquisitive, and 
frugal, mind would – he disassembled it.  Discovering 
what the problem was he went about a repair, part re-
placement and reassembly.  That, in itself, would be a 
good story.  Fog, however, didn’t stop there.  He followed 

the repair with a super cleaning and ‘bluing’ process.  The 
bluing process makes metal parts look great and also 
helps to protect them from rust and corrosion.  It is often 
done on machine tools, guns, rifle barrels, certain parts on 
and in clocks and any number of other uses. 
 
To top off all of his efforts to restore and revive the 
Vicmarc chuck, which he did quite successfully, Fog also 
wrote a detailed narrative of his adventure and the proc-
esses he used.  Given the depth and length of the article 
it is not in the newsletter but rather is included with the 
newsletter distribution as a stand-alone document.  Fog’s 
write-up can also be found on the GCWA website under 
Resources, Recent Articles. 

 

I know it’s hard to believe but Christmas is just around the 
corner and we all need to find some time to get into our 
shops and turn Christmas tree ornaments or other Christ-
mas gifts for our friends and family.  To help you with your 
skills with making ornaments we will be having demos 
during our November and possibly our December meet-
ings as well as some of our highly popular HOW classes.  
Again check out the clubs website for the most current 
information. 
 
The Board approved inviting Cindy Drozda to Houston in 
January for a club demonstration and some hands-on 
classes.  See George’s article on page 7 for details.  The 
hands-on classes will be only slightly more costly, $170 
per student per class.  So you may want to be very, very 

good and ask Santa to bring you a class from Cindy for 
Christmas.  Before you say no and turn away from this 
opportunity, please take a look at the cost of classes from 
comparable turners, most of which require you to travel to 
either their studios or somewhere else.  It is honestly a 
huge bargain for the GCWA to have her come to us and 
do multiple classes here.  Obviously, all of her classes are 
“first come, first serve” so you need to make your reserva-
tions fast or you will miss out on this opportunity. 
 
Happy turning and be safe! 

 
Lane 

Continued from page 1, President’s Corner 

Clearance Sale! 
By Shawn Pachlhofer 

 

After SWAT, North Woods left their extra stock with me.  It 
will be for sale at the September meeting. Bowl blanks 
from 5 inches to 10 inches are available.  Buy 1, take 15% 

off list price, buy 3, take 25% off 
list price, buy 5 or more, take 
40% off list price! Hurry in for 
best selection!  Woods available 
include quilted, curly or spalted 
bigleaf maple, silver leaf maple, 
myrtle, ash and white oak. 
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Board Feet 
By Don Stocking 

 

Welcome back, after SWAT, where we can get busy in our 
own club with a new display case ready to fill, an upcoming 
class on Beads of Courage, and holding our own annual 
fall picnic.  Plus, we have more HOW classes and pro-
grams coming up, at least seven of which will be taught by 
our own members, volunteering their own time and exper-
tise just for us.  These classes will include subjects of 
bowls, boxes, piercing, small hollow forms and ornaments, 
skews, crotch bowls, carbide tools, advanced pen making, 
bottle stoppers, inlays, and more.  Just see the articles in 
this newsletter and make your own plans to attend, AND 
remember to volunteer some of your own time to help. 
 
The Board of Directors is working hard to design a plan and 
rules for the new display case so its use will be fair to our 
members of all skill levels, who would allow us to display 
their work in the case.  Although the plan is still being 
drafted, it was agreed the case should be used to show the 
talent and artistic ability of our members of all skill levels.  
Individual items will be displayed for no more than one 
month each.  No more than one item made by any member 
will be displayed during the same month.  No more than 3 
items will be permitted on any shelf.  Each item will have a 
card identifying the maker and the type of wood.  There will 
be size and height and width limitations and preference will 
be given to items offered by members whose work had not 
been previously displayed.  Thanks should be given to Don 
Fluker and Walter Mooney for their work in getting and 
setting up the case in the Mendenhall Center lobby.  Nei-
ther the club nor the Mendenhall Center will be financially 

responsible for loss or damage of any item being dis-
played.  To wrap it all up, Shawn Pachlhofer and Don 
Stocking were directed to draft and submit a notice and 
consent form for the Board’s guidance and review. 
 
After SWAT, demonstrator Cindy Drozda used her Face-
book site to compliment John Weber for his excellent au-
dio/visual work in the room.  Ms. Drozda also suggested 
the club should consider adding a separate monitor visible 
to the demonstrator, to show the demonstrator what the 
audience is seeing.  John Weber further agreed to provide 
the Board with a list of equipment that may improve and 
expand the Club’s A/V service. 
 
The Board also discussed an unfortunate incident at SWAT 
where an electrical outlet at the Convention Center had 
been incorrectly wired, so that when Member Greg Gon-
salves plugged in the cord for his lathe, the inverter in his 
lathe was burned out.  It was reported that SWAT has 
decided to pay the cost of repairing damage done to Greg’s 
lathe. 
 
The Board also finalized plans for our upcoming annual 
picnic, scheduled for Saturday, October 15, 2016, at Pa-
vilion No. 2, George Bush Park.  Please VOLUNTEER your 
assistance and appreciation to members-in-charge: Jon 
Gaynor and Reggie Keith.  Thanks are also due Shawn 
Pachlhofer for obtaining the BBQ meats.  Please check on 
page 4 for the items the Club is asking you to bring. 
 
Finally, the President’s Challenge for the month of Sep-
tember is Empty Bowls, with no limit on the number of 
bowls, provided the bowls are signed and finished. 

Turned Wood Art Exhibit at 
the Pearl Museum of Fine Arts 

By Ed Peine 
 

Today, many wood turnings are recognized as fine art.  
Many museums throughout the country display wood turn-
ings as part of their permanent art collection.  Starting 
September 23, Houston’s own Pearl Fincher Museum of 
Fine Arts will present an exhibition of 49 wood turnings by 
16 artists from the gulf coast area.  This exhibition runs 
through January 7, 2017. 
 
The name of the exhibit is most informative:  The Turning 
Point: Woodturning’s Evolution from Ancient Craft to Fine 

Art (http://www.pearlmfa.org/exh16-turningpoint.html).  
This exhibit answers the question:  Is it craft or is it art?  
The Pearl does this by displaying a variety of well exe-
cuted turning styles such as segmented bowls, hollow 
forms, rose engine bowls, wall hangings, highly lacquered 
vessels, a cowboy hat and yes, even 4 of Jerry Bennett’s 
sculptures. 
 
The Pearl MFA is a small but high quality museum located 
in north Houston.  It was selected as the Best Small Mu-
seum in Texas in 2015.  You are invited to visit The 
Pearl’s Wood Turning Exhibit.  Admission is free.  Their 
address is 6815 Cypresswood Drive, Spring, Texas.  
Read more about about the Pearl by visiting their web site 
www.pearlmfa.org. 

September Raffle 
By John Schlobohm 

 

SWAT is a great place to learn new thing and purchase 
great toys.  It is also great for the raffle.  I picked up new 
raffle items and WOW prizes for the next several months.  
The September raffle has some new items that we have 
not had before as well as gift cards, tools, wood and 

more.  This month’s WOW 
prize is a CBN grinding wheel.  
It will come with all the wash-
ers to make it fit different grind-
ers.  I know everyone can use 
one of these even if you al-
ready have one.  Hope to see 
everyone at the raffle table. 
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Annual Picnic 
By Jon Gaynor 

 
The annual 
GCWA picnic will 
be on October 15th 
from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. at 
George Bush Park 
on Westheimer 
Parkway - Pavilion 
2.  I am heading 
up the picnic this 
year with expert 
assistance from Reggie, and Shawn.  Reggie will be 
bringing 3 mini lathes available for club members to take 
a turn.  Last year the salt shakers were very popular, so 
our friend Kai Muenzer has agreed to a repeat event.  We 
will have a few other fun projects for those so inclined.  
The potato shaving event was a big hit last year!  So we 
plan a repeat event.  Apparently turning and eating are 
favorite activities.  Walter Mooney has agreed to help us 
fry up those shavings! 
 
So what does that leave undone – YOU and bringing a 
few items to complete our picnic!  Shawn Pachlhofer is 
bringing the club supplied BBQ.  We need club members 
to pitch in and bring deserts, veggies, drinks etc.  The list 
below is by the first letter of the members’ last name.  If 
you can, please bring an item in that category, this will 
help round out our menu. 
 
Members whose name begins with A-E, please bring 
beans, cut up veggies, fruit, etc; F-K, deserts, cakes, pies 

(sliced), cobblers, cookies, ice cream; L-P, cold (non-
alcoholic) drinks, water, diet and regular sodas, (Please 
bring them iced down.); Q-Z, salads, (garden, pasta, po-
tato and coleslaw) etc.  
 
Please mark your trays, platters, bowls and utensils with 
your last name so we can get them back to you.   
 

The attached link, if you zoom in, will help you navigate to 
Pavilion 2. https://www.bing.com/mapspreview?
q=george+bush+park+%
2c+hosuton&mkt=en&FORM=HDRSC4 
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 

Empty Bowls 
By Doug Grissom 

 
GCWA turned in 213 bowls for Houston Center for Con-
temporary Craft’s support of  the Houston Food  Bank’s 
Empty Bowl project, 2015-2016.  Our goal for this year is 
250 bowls for 2016-2017.  So we need to get started.  For 
the September meeting the President’s challenge is 

Empty Bowls!!  For every 
bowl turned in finished 
and with a signature, you 
will receive 3 tickets for 
the raffle, with no limit.  
This is a great way of 
getting more raffle tick-
ets.  Happy bowl turning. 

Commission Requests 
a.k.a Have Lathe, Will Turn for Food, 

or Tools, or Wood  
By George Kabacinski 

 
Occasionally we receive requests from the public for turn-
ing commission work, repairs, etc.  An effort is then made 
to match these requests to club members who might take 
on such work as part of their business or advanced 
hobby.  If you would be interested in being part of the con-
tact list, please e-mail George Kabacinski at 
CL23314@gmail.com with your best e-mail and cell 
phone number. 

 
Why not just put the information on the GCWA Forum?  
Well, the problem is there is no closed loop.  There is no 
way to know if someone or even anyone has contacted 
the requestor of the service.  This can result in GCWA 
being unresponsive or requiring a good deal of follow-up 
work on our part to find out if anyone has addressed the 
request. 
 
At least this is the approach we are currently trying.  If you 
have suggestions on a better way to deal with public re-
quests please let us know. 
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Dick Sing HOW Classes 
By Reggie Keith 

 
I was fortunate enough to be able to attend both of Dick 
Sing’s Hands-On-Workshop (HOW) sessions at George 
Kabacinski’s shop.    
 
First the facility.  
George has put a 
considerable in-
vestment in cre-
ating a confort-
able and conge-
nial teaching fa-
cility.  A more 
recent addition 
includes a cam-
era that allows 
the students to 
more closely fol-
low the instructor 
as shown in Fig-
ure 1. 
 
And for the stu-
dents there are 
six 12-inch vari-
able speed Delta 
lathes that in-
clude accessories (drives, chuck, etc).  If you have not 
had the opportunity to participate in a HOW sessions then 
I strongly encourage you to consider it. 
 
Next the classes.  
If you were able 
to attend the 
GCWA meeting 
in August you 
have a good 
idea of the class 
projects.  The 
first day was on 
hollow globe 
Christmas orna-
ments like that 
shown in Figure 2.   
 
This project was pretty straightforward although I did blow 
up two globes and launched the Jacobs chuck across the 
room, which will be the safety topic at the next meeting.  

However I was able to finish by the end of the day with a 
smile.  One of the stumbling blocks for most turners is the 
design and turning of the finial, which can vary considera-
bly.  Dick has a simple standard design with a captive 
ring.  Dick said that the ring added a note of the unex-
pected and therefore added interest – I think I kind of 
agree for a simple finial but I do not think this would not 
work on a diminutive Drozda type finial. 
 
The second day was on making a pocket watch with mul-
tiple wood inlays (see Figure 1).  The most interesting 
aspect of this class was making the wood discs for the 
inlays.  This was accomplished by, mounting a thin slice 
of interesting wood on a waste block with double-sided 
tape and then turning a disc.  It has been a while since I 
have used double-sided tape on the lathe.  The interest-
ing part of this process was the tape – we found out that 
not all double-sided tape is created equal.  Fortunately, 
Walter Mooney was in the class and brought some super 
duty tape that he uses to adhere brick to the side of high-
rise buildings downtown.  (Guess that is the reason all of 
the downtown people in the know (i.e. construction work-
ers) wear hard hats.)  I did find a product at Woodcraft 
called Woodworking Tape but have not tried it yet, but 
plan to today to make some discs for another HOW class I 
am in in two days (Boxes with Tom Irvin).  The main com-
plication in the watch class was the need for small chuck 
jaws to reverse the watch.  The class chucks had regular 
jaws installed so there was a need to change these out 
which was not a problem.  Since the class was max out 
George allowed me to work on his lathe.  So when the 
time came for the small jaws I noticed on a nearby table a 
fancy new Vicmarc 150 chuck with small jaws!  I put it on 
the lathe and spent the next 20 minutes trying to figure 
out how it worked.  I gave up and made jamb chuck with 
more of Walter’s double-sided tape. 
 
Later George walked back into room so I asked him how 
to work this new and improved chuck.  It turns out George 
had not had the time to use this chuck and was not quite 
sure.  With the help of Asim Farooq on the chuck (another 
engineer), George on his smart phone and me supervis-
ing we were able to figure this chuck out with about 20 
minutes more work.  I am a good supervisor. 
 
I really had a great time with the watch project and as 
usual was among the last to finish.  I also learned I did not 
have the patience for a complicated wood chuck and if the 
project involves double-sided tape be sure and invite Wal-
ter.  I want to thank George for his hospitality and Asim for 
taking the pictures. 

Figure 1 – Dick Sing at the Instructor 
Lathe (Note TV monitor in background  

Figure 2 – Hollow globe Christmas orna-
ment  

Segmenting Symposium 
 
The Segmented Woodturners, an online chapter of the 
AAW, is holding its 5th symposium on Oct 27 - 30, 2016 
in Quincy, MA.  Rotations and panel discussions, geared 
for the novice to the accomplished, will cover all aspects 
of segmented turning from tools to marketing.  Addition-

ally, there will be an instant gallery, raffle, Saturday night 
banquet and awards, turning exchange, vendor area, and 
spouses' activities. 
 
You can download the full brochure at http://
segmentedwoodturners.org/
symposium/2016_oct_symposium.pdf.. 
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My First SWAT Symposium 
By Nell Wheeler 

 

Since my turning experience is limited, I somehow got this 
idea that I would not gain much by going to the SWAT 
symposium in Waco. But after attending Dick Sing's 
demo, I saw a noticeable improvement in my own tech-
nique and began thinking maybe I should not waste the 
opportunity to learn from some of the top turners out there 
today. As luck would have it, I also wound up with a bit 
more time than I had thought.  So I got in the truck early 
Friday morning and drove on out.  
 
Cindy Drozda presented the 
first demonstration I went to, 
which was on maximizing 
burl figure. Very educa-
tional, especially for me 
since I wasn't very clear on 
what a burl is in the first 
place. She showed exam-
ples of burls and of turned 
work where she had thought 
out the orientation of the burl 
and shape of the piece to make the most of the burl, that 
is, to show the burl to its best appearance, not necessarily 
to make the largest piece.  After the introduction she 
turned a small natural edge bowl to demonstrate the proc-
ess.  She made it look so easy. 
 
Another project planning type of class was the clamshell 
box by Wayne Furr, who has a slightly different style and 
this is always useful.  The box is basically two ogee 
bowls, one with a ridge so it fits inside the other as a lid.  I 
should note that the audio/visuals were really good in that 
room, thanks to GCWA. 
 
Not knowing what was meant by a calabash bowl, I at-
tended Mike Mahoney's class on large green bowl turning.  
The calabash means that there is no foot on the bowl, in 
case there's anyone else out there who wants to know.  
Mahoney uses the Kelton bowl cutter system, which ap-
parently is tough to master and takes some strength to 
operate.  You wouldn't know that based on watching this 
guy, though, since he has quite a bit of production experi-
ence.  There were lots of useful tips on roughing bowl 
blanks, details like avoiding kickback at the edge, and 
general good-natured trash-talking of Stuart Batty. 
 
Friday eve-
ning was a 
“duel” be-
tween Ma-
honey and 
Batty, which 
produced a 
lot of banter 
and two large 
green bowls.  
These two have known each other for decades and I sup-

pose are at the top of their careers, very entertaining and 
good fun.  Who won?  I have no idea, probably the “push” 
guy, since the “pull” guy wound up using his method.  Or 
was it the “pull” guy since he roughed out several more 
bowl blanks at the same time? 
 
Saturday I started off with Cindy Drozda again, with a 
twisted triangle box.  Project planning took the forefront 
here, just as with the burl class, though in this case the 
planning is more on the technical side than the design, 
since she had already determined the final product she 
was after.  As she said it, “things change when things 
change.”  I'll let you think about that.  Precision pays off in 
her work.  The little box was charming and of course well-
executed.  Surely I'm not the only one looking forward to 
Cindy's upcoming visit to Houston. 
 
Also Saturday I attended two of Stuart Batty's classes. He 
has been turning for over 30 years and learned from his 
father and grandfather, both professional turners as well.  
“Making a bowl with the 40/40 grind” covered the grind 
itself, which he does nearly freehand using a platform set 
and marked at 40 degrees at the grinding wheel.  That 
would have been a short and boring class for sure.  So he 
cut a bowl and described his perspective on stance, using 
a chuck, and principles of hollowing the bowl.  And “7 fun-
damentals” ranked the basics in order of importance: 
grain, chucking, sharpening, tool rest, lathe speed, 
stance, and finally, technique.  Really, that was his order 
of importance, I didn't make it up.  This is available on 
Vimeo, and I suspect I'll be coming back to it down the 
road. 
 
Between classes one could visit the many vendors, who 
had wood and wood products, lathe tools galore, adhe-
sives, sanding and safety equipment, all kinds of stuff.  I 
know how these events can make a big hole in the wallet.  
So I just peeked and tried to spend more time in the gal-
lery. 
 
Speaking of the gallery, hundreds of pieces showed off 
the talents of turners from all over the region.  Members 
from the GCWA had some very impressive pieces in the 
show, and there were also some names I had seen in the 
magazines and so forth.  Again, it's one thing to see a 
photo but looking at an actual piece reveals so much 
more.  And being exposed to so many different types of 
turning helps one to see what is possible, maybe some 
areas that can be explored further, and just whether or not 
one likes that shape or this method or that finish.  It's all 
good. 
 
There were lots of opportunity to learn, to meet others 
afflicted with the woodturning disorder (WTD?), to think 
more and to simply absorb.  I am glad I went, and I par-
ticularly enjoyed meeting people from other age groups, 
regions and life experiences.  As with any endeavor, di-
versity strengthens the discipline.  Cindy Drozda put it 
best, and I'll let her have the last word: “when we share 
all, we all grow.” 

Photo by John McCaskill 

Official SWAT photo 
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September Meeting 
Johnny Tolly – Beads of Courage 

Box 
By George Kabacinski 

 
Johnny Tolly will be our guest presenter for the Septem-
ber meeting.  He will be showing us how he produces the 
innovative and inspiring Beads of Courage boxes we see 
displayed at SWAT every year.  Johnny has presented 
this topic for several clubs across Texas and has inspired 
a number of turners to follow his lead in making boxes for 
children in medical crisis.  Johnny’s methods are solid and 
his execution is great.  Even if you’re not going to be mak-
ing Beads of Courage boxes you’re sure to learn some 
new techniques and ideas you can incorporate into future 
projects around the shop. 

 
In addition to his presen-
tation, Johnny has devel-
oped an extremely de-
tailed set of instructions.  
This will be posted to the 
GCWA web site prior to 
the meeting so that you 
can print it out and bring 
it to the meeting for tak-
ing notes or following 
along with his demon-
stration.  Johnny may 
also have some of the 
required supplies avail-
able for a small donation. 

HOW Program Update 
By George Kabacinski 

 
By the time you get this newsletter we will have com-
pleted two days of classes with Tom Irven.  Tom is al-
ways a good draw as an instructor and receives good 
feedback on his classes.  Tom’s classes for September 
were Basic Bowls and Intermediate/Advanced Boxes.  I 
was away on an unplanned trip and Lane Bradford 
stepped in to get the wood ready for the Basic Bowls 
class.  A special thank you to Lane for his help.  He also 
stepped in to serve as a class assistant with that class.  
This was also much appreciated. 
 
At present the remainder of the scheduled HOW classes 
for 2017 are filled with the exception of one slot which has 
opened up in Fog Tanner’s Skew Magic class on Satur-
day, October 22, 2016.  If you would like to learn how to 
use the skew successfully or just brush up on your exist-

ing skew skills be sure to sign up for this high-demand 
class. 
 
Additional classes for 2016 as well as a slate of classes 
for 2017 are in the works.  As always, if you have any 
suggestions for classes you’d like to take or if you would 
like to lead a class please contact George Kabacinski at 
GCWA.HOW@gmail.com 
 
To register for any of the 2016 GCWA HOW classes you 
must send in your registration fee.  The check should be 
made payable to GCWA.  The 2016 rate for each class 
day is $35 unless otherwise noted in the class description.  
Most classes also have a materials fee which is payable 
at the class.  Registration checks can be mailed to 
George Kabacinski at PO Box 371, Cypress, TX 77410.  If 
you have specific questions about a class or would like to 
get on the wait list for a class you can e-mail George at 
GCWA.HOW@gmail.com. 

Cindy Drozda Hands-On 
Classes, January, 2017 

By George Kabacinski 
 
The hands-on classes with Cindy Drozda are now ready 
for registration!  Check below for the list of class dates 
and topics.  The registration fee for GCWA members is 
$170 per day.  Participants must have their dues current 
in January, 2017 to attend the class.  Registrations are 
accepted when payment arrives.  Checks should be made 
payable to GCWA and mailed to George Kabacinski at 
P.O. Box 371, Cypress, TX 77410.  You can also pay in 
person at the September, or November meeting.  Be sure 
to include a note with your name, the class and date you 
are registering for along with your correct e-mail and a 
good phone number to reach you at. 
 

The class schedule and options may be modified based 
on demand for specific classes.  If you have registered for 
a class/date that is changed you will be contacted directly. 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 & Monday, January 23, 
2017 (two day class) - Finial Box 

Tuesday, January 24, 2017 - Star Box (does not in-
clude finial in this one day class) 

Wednesday, January 25, 2017 - Finial Turning Inten-
sive - could be a great second day to the Star Box 
class! 

Thursday, January 26, 2017 - Triangular Box - Multi-
axis spindle project 

 
The expectation is these classes will fill up quickly.  You 
are encouraged to sign up early to ensure a spot for a day 
(or more) of hands-on instruction with Cindy.  For ques-
tions or additional information e-mail 
GCWA.HOW@gmail.com 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 
 

Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the August Meeting  

More pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2016 general meet-
ings will be held at the Mendenhall Community 
Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of West-
view Dr 

 

September 17, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

October 3, 2016 ~ Board Meeting 
 

October 15, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

November 7, 2016 ~ Board Meeting 
 

November 19, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

December 5, 2016 ~ Board Meeting 
 

December 17, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

January 9, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

January 21, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

February 6, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

February 18, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

March 6, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

March 18, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

September Meeting 

September Meeting Program 

Beads of Courage 
Johnny Tolly 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Lane Bradford - President 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Vice President 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Don Stocking - Secretary 
(936) 856-8601 
donstocking@suddenlink.net 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 
 

Walter Mooney – Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@Trademarkconst.com 

 

Dave Greenawalt- Board Member 
(936) 524-6610 
dkgreenawalt@gmail.com 

 

Glenn Ashley - Board Member 
(281) 762-2650 
gaka80@gmail.com 

Scott Haddix - Board Member and 
Website Creative Director 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech 
Director/Forum Administrator 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andychentx@gmail.com 

Mendenhall Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 



Internet Websites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Segmented Woodturners: http://segmentedwoodturners.org 
Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 

More Woodturning Magazine: http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/ 
Hearne Hardwoods Inc: http://www.hearnehardwoods.com/index.html 

Gilmer Wood Company: https://www.gilmerwood.com/ 
Cook Woods: https://cookwoods.com/ 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Center for Art in Wood: http://www.centerforartinwood.org/ 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
George Kabacinski 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2015 GCWA 


