
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

The GCWA has been busy lately and we have a lot of 
activities coming up before we can say “good bye” to 
2016.  Check out George’s listing of coming programs for 
our meetings, his plans to have special demonstrators 
come to Houston to show us some of their special tech-
niques and of course look at and sign-up for the Hands-
On Workshops he has put together for us.  It is all quite 
an accomplishment.  Be sure to tell George how much 
you appreciate all of his efforts on our behalf. 
 
Please don’t forget that this month we don’t have our 
usual meeting.  If you do go to the Mendenhall Commu-
nity Center you probably won’t recognize many of the 
faces there.  All of your GCWA woodturning buddies are 
out at Bush Park hopefully enjoying some great weather 
and even greater BBQ.  Please read Jon Gaynor’s article 
in last month’s Newsletter and again in this Newsletter 
concerning what side dishes you should bring.  The 
GCWA will cater the meat (chicken, brisket and sausage 
links), bread and BBQ sauce and our members will pro-
vide the side dishes.  Jon also will have some turning ac-
tivities planned for us to keep everyone entertained until 
it’s time to eat. 
 
Don Fluker and Shawn Pachlhofer have gotten board ap-
proval on their Display Case rules.  They will provide the 
details but basically you will have the priority if you are a 
winner in our monthly show-and-tell.  The Mendenhall is 
excited to have our display case in their foyer, and we 
want our members’ best work on display there.  Again, 
say thanks to Walter for getting this incredibly nice display 
case donated to us and say a thank you to the 
Mendenhall staff for allowing us to have it in their facility. 
 
Have you been saving your money for our next drawing 
(raffle)?  Well, as of now, we are planning on having one 
at the November meeting.  Your ticket purchases are 
needed to fund our community charitable work. 
 
Please start looking around for children graduating from 
high school in 2017 that could use some scholarship 
money to help them with some of their college expenses.  
Our secretary, Don Stocking will be giving you more infor-
mation on this soon but it will be a similar program to what 
we have done for the past two years, including the two 
$500 scholarship awards. 
 
I am sure a lot of our members were impressed at the 
September meeting’s demonstration by Johnny Tolly on 

making “Beads of Courage Boxes”.  If you missed it or 
want more details, see the 44 page PDF file on our web-
site under Resources, Articles, Recent Articles.  That 
demonstration was only to show how you or a group can 
make a large number of these boxes fast and economi-
cally.  This was not necessarily the only way they can be 
made.  The board felt that we should include this as part 
of our Community Outreach Program as mentioned in our 
Mission Statement.  Hopefully our membership will also 
feel the same way.  To get us started, the January Presi-
dent’s Challenge will be to turn a “Beads of Courage Box” 
with minimum dimensions of 6” round by 4” tall, decorated 
for a child and containing a Beads of Courage logo that 
can be purchased on the web at http://
www.beadsofcourage.org/catalog.htm?item=231 (20 
beads for $25).  Perhaps several of you can “team up” 
and make several of the boxes without each of you order-
ing the logo.  Whether you want to use Johnny Tolly’s 
PVC method for making the box or turn the entire box out 
of wood (hollow form or segmented) it is up to you. 
 
I don’t want any of you to think that this Beads of Courage 
box project is going to replace our annual commitment to 
Empty Bowls, because it is not.  This is in addition to that 
commitment to Empty Bowls because our club, GCWA, is 
one of the largest in the Nation and we have the skills to 
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Board Feet 
By Don Stocking 

 
Your Board of Directors met Monday evening to work out 
a number of issues, starting with a review of President 
Lane Bradford’s meeting with the managers of the 
Mendenhall Center, during which he was able to secure 
our regular spot of the third Saturday of the month, in the 
largest meeting room.  Then Lane attempted to reach an 
agreement as to whether or not the rules of the 
Mendenhall that prohibit financial or business transactions 
entirely would apply to our monthly raffle, the tool ex-
change, and other events.  Those matters were kicked 
“upstairs” in the County, and the Board resolved that our 
practices would continue until we are otherwise in-
structed. 
 
The picnic is scheduled for October 14, 2016 at the 
George Bush Park/Eldridge.  Jon Gaynor and Reggie 
Keith are in charge of the whole event.  The Club is pro-
viding the meat, cooked and delivered by arrangements 
made by Shawn Pachlhofer.  Jon Gaynor and Reggie 
Keith are arranging for lathes, potatoes, and wood for 
your turned fries, toothpick holders, tops and the like.  
Members should bring salads, vegetables, breads, de-
serts, and drinks, iced down (see page 3). 
 
There was much discussion about future programs to be 
held at the Center and at the Hands-on Workshops.  This 
is covered by the article in this newsletter by George 
Kabacinski (see page 4). 
 
Scott Haddix reported on the progress in the re-writing of 
the Club’s website: http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/.  
Scott said a prototype of the re-written program is being 

prepared for us to review, but that prototype will be shown 
long before any final version of the software will be avail-
able. 
 
The club’s annual scholarships were discussed and it was 
resolved that two scholarships of $500 each will be set 
aside to be granted next February.  Members knowing of 
qualified 2017 high school graduates should quickly ob-
tain the application form at the Club’s website and submit 
that application promptly.  The form may be found at this 
address: www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
GCWADiscussionForum/DiscussionBoards/
Scholarship/2016Scholarship
(Moderators:GeorgeKabacinski,LaneBradford)/
Topic:ThisistheApplicationforthe2016GCWAScholarship.  
 
The Board considered the recent gift of maple blanks for 
bowls and grinders by North Woods.  Two boxes of those 
woods have arrived, and two boxes more are expected, 
with the second batch likely to be more figured than the 
first.  The Board resolved to distribute those blanks to 
members who agree to turn bowls and grinders, and then 
return them as contributions to the Empty Bowls project.  
Along the same lines, the Board resolved to sponsor the 
Beads of Courage project that the Central Texas club pre-
sented at our last monthly meeting.  Members will be en-
couraged to make meaningful contributions of their time 
and efforts for this worthwhile project.  The kickoff for this 
project is likely to be in January, 2017. 
 
Finally, GCWA member Rebecca DeGroot was honored 
with a two page spread, just inside the front cover of the 
October, 2016 issue of American Woodturner.  Congratu-
lations to Rebecca for her terrific work. 

do both of these projects at the same time.  The BOC 
boxes lend themselves to mass production, but also allow 
you to exhibit your individual artistic talents with your ver-
sion of an individual box.  The obvious side benefit is the 
smile on a child’s face when they receive something you 
made for them. 
 

Lately the weather has been outstanding.  So if you have 
a shop or a studio or simply a good shade tree to work 
under, get out there and enjoy yourself, but above all be 
safe! 
 

 
Lane 

Continued from page 1 

Empty Bowls 
By Doug Grissom 

 
The meeting of October is a picnic and there will not be 
an Empty Bowls function.  However, the November meet-
ing will be a big Empty Bowls event.  The first 12 turners 
who turn in a bowl will get a bowl blank to turn for the 
Empty Bowls in December and everyone that donates a 
bowl will get three tickets for the raffle. 
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Annual Picnic 
By Jon Gaynor 

 

The annual GCWA picnic is almost upon us! 
 
Hopefully we will see many of you next Saturday, October 
15th from 9:00am to 2:00pm at George Bush Park on 
Westheimer Parkway - Pavilion 2. 
 

The Club will provide BBQ – but we need you to help fill 
out the menu.  The list below provides some suggestions 
- Please bring something to share. 
 

Members whose name begins with A-E, please bring 
beans, cut up veggies, fruit, etc; F-K, deserts, cakes, pies 
(sliced), cobblers, cookies, ice cream; L-P, cold (non-
alcoholic) drinks, water, diet and regular sodas, (Please 
bring them iced down.); Q-Z, salads, (garden, pasta, po-
tato and coleslaw) etc.  

 
Please mark your trays, platters, bowls and utensils with 
your last name so we can get them back to you. 
 
We will have three mini lathes at the picnic.  The potato 
event was such a hit last year we are repeating it again.  
There will be options of fun things to turn.  Ice cream 
scoopers,  toothpick holders, and tops are always favor-
ites.  Show off your skills and making something fun.  
Thanks to Reggie, Shawn and Walter for making this hap-
pen. 
 
The attached link, if you zoom in, will help you navigate to 
Pavilion 2. https://www.bing.com/mapspreview?
q=george+bush+park+%
2c+hosuton&mkt=en&FORM=HDRSC4 
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 

Display Case 
By Don Fluker 

 

I don’t know if you noticed the new display case with 
wood turnings in the lobby of the Mendenhall Center last 
month.  After visiting the Weekley Center and seeing the 
display case they had there, George Kabacinski asked 
the Board to think about the possibility of asking the 
Mendenhall Center if we could put one there.  After sev-
eral months of negotiations we were allowed to.  Walter 
Mooney had a friend that donated a case and had it deliv-
ered. 
 
The board then appointed Shawn Pachlhofer and myself 
to oversee the operation of it.  Working with the Board we 
came up with some rules to start off with.  We are all new 
with this and I am sure that with time these rules will be 
refined.  For now these will do. 
 
1. Exhibitor must be a GCWA member and sign a release 

form.  This form will release the Mendenhall Community 
Center, Gulf Coast Woodturners and its members from 
any and all responsibility for anything that might happen 
to their turning while being displayed. 
 
2. The winners of the monthly show-and-tell will have the 
first choice to display their turning in the case from the 
meeting they win the Show and Tell to the next meeting.  
Any display stand that is needed to show the turning will 
be furnished by the member. 
 
3. The turning cannot be any more than 12 inches diame-
ter and not any taller than 9 inches. 
 
4. If there is not enough of the show-and-tell winners that 
want to display their turning then we can accept a piece 
from a member that has not shown anything in the past 
three (3) months provided that there is space in the show 
case and they have the piece they wish to show with 
them. 

Christmas Ornaments Needed 
at the Pearl MFA 

By Ed Peine 
 

Many of you are aware of the turned wood exhibit at the 
Pearl Museum of Fine Art that started September 23, and 
runs thru January 7, 2017.  This exhibit features a variety 
of well executed turning styles such as segmented bowls, 
hollow forms, rose engine bowls, wall hangings, highly 
lacquered vessels, a cowboy hat and yes, even 4 of Jerry 
Bennett’s sculptures.  It is a beautiful exhibit, very profes-
sionally done and well worth a visit. 
 
Linn Smyth, the director of the museum's store, reached 
out to us asking if any of you would have any Christmas 
ornaments for sale.  Below is a copy of Linn’s letter.  If 
you are interested please call Linn at 281-610-4540 or 
you can call me, 832-289-0659. 

Hi, Ed, 
 
I am now getting merchandise lined up for our Holiday Shop. 
Would you talk to any your crafters/artists about letting us 
consign Christmas tree ornaments? 
 
We want to be all decorated for Christmas and ready to open 
after the Thanksgiving weekend.  We can receive the items 
anytime, but must have them by November 26th, the Satur-
day after Thanksgiving. 
 
I would love to have a tree or two full of wood ornaments! 
 
Many thanks for your continued support, 
 
Linn Smyth, President 
 
Pearl Fincher MFA Volunteer Guild 
6815 Cypresswood Drive, Spring, Texas 
281-610-4540 
www.pearlmfa.org 
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Upcoming Meeting 
Presentations 

By George Kabacinski 
 

October – no presentation, but lots of great food and fel-
lowship at the annual picnic 
 
November – For our annual holiday ornament demo Gary 
Rock will show us how he turns and embellishes a Christ-
mas Tree Ornament to make it something really special.  
Gary is a very good turner and has a creative streak a 
mile long and he's come up with a great ornament project 
for the November demo.  This will be a project that can be 
taken on with any turning skill level and be made to look 
like a professional wood artist did it.  Well, in this case the 
artist is Gary Rock. 
 
December – Jon Gaynor and Scott Haddix will team up to 
discuss and show the latest in pyrograhics for embellish-

ing turnings.  The new tools both generate a lot of smoke 
and are dangerous to use.  A discussion on how they 
work and what it takes to stay safe using the tool, will be 
included.  Because of the smoke generated we will not be 
able to have a live demo in the community center.  In-
stead Scott and Jon will be showing a recoded video 
demonstration with added commentary. 
 
January, 2017 – Demo Day with Cindy Drozda.  Have you 
signed up for one of her hands-on classes yet? 
 
February, 2017 – Dave Mueller has developed a tech-
nique for using widely available plastic pony beads for 
inlays in various turnings.  His technique results in a piece 
that appears to have inlaid stone but without all the inher-
ent challenges of turning real stone.  This demo will be 
followed by a hands-on class as part of the 2017 HOW 
Program. 

HOW Program Update 
By George Kabacinski 

 

We had another great success with Dennis Ford’s Tools & 
Techniques, Small Hollow Forms class the first weekend 
of October. This was another two-day class.  On Saturday 
class participants made several hollowing tools and on 
Sunday used their new tools to hollow a small vessel.  
Dennis is a great teacher and everyone seemed to really 
enjoy the class. 
 
Our next class will be Fog Tanner’s Skew Magic class on 
Saturday, October 22nd.  This class is full and has a wait 
list.  If you would like to be added to the wait list please 
send an email to GCWA.HOW@gmail.com 
 

The last class for 2017 will be the Annual Holiday Orna-
ment class.  This year it will feature Tom Irven as the in-
structor and will be a challenging project, but not a hollow 
globe.  Tom is another great instructor and his class is 
sure to fill up quickly.  You know the drill – send in your 
check to register for the class. 
 
To register for the Ornament class please send a check 
(payable to GCWA) for the class registration fee of $35 to 
George Kabacinski, PO Box 371, Cypress 77410. 
 
That will wrap it up for 2016.  We are planning for some 
interesting, creative and different classes for 2017, along 
with some of the classes that are popular year after year.  
It should add up to be another good year for hands-on 
turning instruction. 

Cindy Drozda Demo & Classes 
By George Kabacinski 

 

By now everyone should be aware that world renowned 
turner Cindy Drozda will be in Houston in January, 2017.  
Our January meeting will be a Demo Day format. 
 
In addition to the Demo Day Cindy will be conducting five 
days of hands-on classes while she is in town.  The ma-
jority of the class slots are now spoken for.  A limited num-
ber of class slots remain available.  If you would like to 
spend a day, or more, with a great turner and instructor 
be sure to take advantage of these class offerings.  If the 
class you would like to take is currently filled be sure to 
get your name on the wait list.  There is still time for us to 
add additional classes to Cindy’s schedule if there is suffi-
cient demand. 
 

Here’s a list of the classes and slots available: 
 
• Sunday, January 22, 2017 & Monday, January 23, 2017 

(two day class) - Finial Box.  Only 3 slots remain open 

for this class! 
• Tuesday, January 24, 2017 - Star Box (does not include 

finial in this one day class).  Space is available on the 
wait list for this class. 

• Wednesday, January 25, 2017 - Finial Turning Intensive 
- could be a great second day to the Star Box class!  If 
interested, be sure to get your name on the wait list for 
this class. 

• Thursday, January 26, 2017 - Triangular Box - Multi-axis 
spindle project.  Just two slots remain open for this 
class! 

 
The registration fee for GCWA members is $170/per day.  
Participants must have their dues current in January, 
2017 to attend the class.  Registrations are accepted 
when payment arrives.  Checks should be made payable 
to GCWA and mailed to George Kabacinski at PO Box 
371, Cypress, TX 77410.  Be sure to include a note with 
your name, the class and date you are registering for 
along with your correct e-mail and a good phone number 
to reach you at. 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL SEPTEMBER SHOW & TELL 

Judges: Clyde Collier & Scott Njaa 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Ed Peine 
 
Mesquite hollow  form 

 
(Photo not available) 

3rd Place – Don Fluker 

 
Mini cowboy hat 
 
(Photo not available) 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Thomas Matthews 
 

 

 

Dyed platter 

Intermediate Category 

2nd Place – Scott Haddix 
 

Lichtenberg 
figure bowl 

3rd Place – Gary Rock 
 
 

Colored/burned 
spheres 

Enhanced Category 

 

1st Place – Janice Levi 
 

 
Purse 

1st Place – Ric Taylor 

 
Pecan platter 

 
(Photo not available) 

 

 

 

Beginner’s Category  

2nd Place – Doug Grissom 
 

 
Mesquite 
platter 

Kit Category 
1st Place – John Schlobohm 

 
 
Pepper mills 

 

Best of Show 
Scott Haddix 

 
 
Maple 
bowl 

2nd Place – Doug Davis 
 
 
 

Bowl 
 

President’s Challenge (Empty Bowls) 
1st Place – Doug Davis 

 
 

Bowl 
 

 
3rd Place – Doug Davis 

 
 

Bowl 

1st Place – Don Stocking 
 

 

 

Bowl 

2nd Place – Bob Blackwell 
 

 

Open segmented 
bowl 

3rd Place – Don Stocking 
 

 
Bowl 

2nd Place – Doug Grissom 
 

 
Pen 

3rd Place – Scott Haddix 
 
 
 

Bottle stopper 

Judges 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 
 

Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the September Meeting  

More pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor, Dale Barrack 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2016 general meet-
ings will be held at the Mendenhall Community 
Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of West-
view Dr 

 

October 15, 2016 ~ GCWA Fall Picnic ~ 9:00AM - 
2:00PM 

 

November 7, 2016 ~ Board Meeting 
 

November 19, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

December 5, 2016 ~ Board Meeting 
 

December 17, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

January 9, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

January 21, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

February 6, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

February 18, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

March 6, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

March 18, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

April 3, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

April 15, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

May Board Meeting, time TBD 
 

May 5 - 7, 2017 ~ Spring Retreat ~ 8:00AM - 5:00PM 
 

June 5, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 17, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

October Meeting 

October Meeting Program 

Fall Picnic 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Lane Bradford - President 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Vice President 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Don Stocking - Secretary 
(936) 856-8601 
donstocking@suddenlink.net 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 
 

Walter Mooney – Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@Trademarkconst.com 

 

Dave Greenawalt- Board Member 
(936) 524-6610 
dkgreenawalt@gmail.com 

 

Glenn Ashley - Board Member 
(281) 762-2650 
gaka80@gmail.com 

Scott Haddix - Board Member and 
Website Creative Director 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech 
Director/Forum Administrator 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andychentx@gmail.com 

George Bush Park 
16756 Westheimer Pkwy, Houston, TX 77082 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 

Pavilion 2 



Internet Websites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Segmented Woodturners: http://segmentedwoodturners.org 
Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 

More Woodturning Magazine: http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/ 
Hearne Hardwoods Inc: http://www.hearnehardwoods.com/index.html 

Gilmer Wood Company: https://www.gilmerwood.com/ 
Cook Woods: https://cookwoods.com/ 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Center for Art in Wood: http://www.centerforartinwood.org/ 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
George Kabacinski 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2015 GCWA 


