
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Hopefully everyone is dry and 
safe.  I haven’t heard of any of 
our members being flooded out 
or having seriously hurt them-
selves in their shops.  If I am 
wrong please let me know so 
we can offer whatever help is 
appropriate.  It is almost time 
to get a new calendar that says 
2017.  Our last meeting of 
2016 is almost upon us and we 
can definitely say we have had 
a very active year.  In fact, are 
you ready for our December meeting?  This is our annual 
Christmas ornament exchange event.  You will find the 
rules for the ornament exchange in this newsletter.  Be 
sure and read them.  Basically, the ornament exchange is 
separate from the show-and-tell, which we will have, de-
spite the fact that I miss-spoke at the last meeting and 
said we would not have a show-and-tell in December.  
Thank you Shawn for correcting me at the meeting!  You 
can not enter an ornament in BOTH the show-and-tell and 
the ornament exchange, plus you can bring more than 
one ornament to exchange. 
 
Now we are going to start off 2017 with a really excellent 
national and global professional turner, Cindy Drozda.  
She has been here before to give classes and she has 
been at SWAT multiple times as a demonstrator and a 
vendor.  She is not only an excellent turner but she is also 
an excellent teacher of wood turning.  As we have done in 
the past, our January meeting will be an extended meet-
ing dedicated to a demonstration by Cindy.  There will not 
be a raffle or a show-and-tell at the January meeting.  We 
are expecting a larger than normal crowd at the January 
meeting so be sure to come early to get a seat.  The 
classes that Cindy is teaching have all filled up rather 
quickly except the two day class, $340 for GCWA mem-
bers.  The Board has given George permission to offer 
the three remaining slots in this two day class to the sur-
rounding local clubs, rather than cancel it, for $365.  The 
additional $25 is GCWA membership dues so that we do 
not have insurance issues in case of an accident plus this 
person will be eligible for all GCWA member activities for 
the balance of the year. 
 
Have you been to the members-only forum lately?  A new 
posting has been added to the GCWA Scholarship.  It’s 
the Scholarship Applications for 2017.  Go and download 

the application and make as many copies of it as you 
want and hand them out to any graduating or graduated 
High School student you feel is worthy of a $500 GCWA 
Scholarship.  Our Scholarship fund is entirely from tax 
deductable donations to GCWA and not from our mem-
bership dues.  So if you are looking for another tax deduc-
tion for 2016, don’t forget the GCWA is happy to accept 
your gift and make sure that it goes to a deserving stu-
dent. 
 
We had only 10 of our members respond to my request 
for names of AAW members interested in the annual 
AAW Tuition Scholarship to one of the three national 
woodturning schools.  Per the rules of the AAW, at the 
Board Meeting we drew two names from this pool of 10 
names and the winners where: Reggie Keith and Ric Tay-
lor.  Their names have been submitted to the AAW where 
they will be placed in a national drawing for a Tuition 
Scholarship to the wood turning school of their choice.  If 
you will recall, in 2016 Scott Haddix won the National 
Drawing and went to Arrowmont.  Congratulations to 
Reggie and Ric as well as good luck in the next drawing 
process.  In future Board meetings, the Board will be con-
sidering the possibility of establishing our own GCWA Tui-
tion Only Scholarship for our members to a national 
woodturning school.  Since we are just beginning this 
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Board Feet 
By Don Stocking 

 
Your Board of Directors met Monday 
evening, December 5, 2016, at the 
Mendenhall Center, to resolve issues 
regarding the 2017 Scholarship pro-
gram, the Club’s calendar for 2017, 
and to organize for the Retreat for 
May, 2017. 
 
For this year’s scholarships, the 
Board determined there will be two scholarships for $500 
each.  The Board also adopted these dates: completed 
Applications for the Scholarships will be due by the close 
of the club’s monthly meeting set for April 15, 2017, and 
the Scholarship Committee will complete its review of the 
applications and announce the awards of Scholarships at 
the meeting set for Saturday, June 17, 2017.  The Club 
Secretary, Don Stocking, was appointed the Chairman of 

the Scholarship Committee, and two additional members 
will be appointed to that committee before April 15, 2016.  
Club members wishing to volunteer to serve on the Schol-
arship Committee should contact the Club President, 
Lane Bradford, before January 1, 2017. 
 
Budget matters discussed included extensive discussions 
of several matters, but mostly those involved with saving, 
maintaining and improving the Club’s library of DVD’s of 
demonstrations made at the Club previously, the possibil-
ity of obtaining DVD’s of SWAT demonstrations, and other 
possibilities brought about by new technologies. 
 
The 2017 Retreat is set for May 5, 6 and 7, 2016, and 
George Kabacinski will be the Retreat Chairman, Greg 
Gonsalves will be in charge of the program, Don Fluker 
will be in charge of the drinks, food and refreshments, 
Shawn Pachlhofer and Doug Grissom will be in charge of 
the Raffles, and Walter Mooney will be in charge of equip-
ment.  The Jet Model 1642, recently donated to the Club, 
will be one of the raffle items. 

process please tell us your feelings on the subject and 
any suggestions you may have on how we should fund 
the scholarship and determine the winners. 
 
On the subject of telling the Board what you would prefer 
we spend our time and money doing for the GCWA, at 
every Board meeting that I have attended over the years, 
George has ALWAYS requested suggestions on what 
kind of programs we should have at our general meetings 
or what topic we should have at a HOW class or which 
national turner we should be talking to about doing dem-
onstrations and classes for us.  We also have our Annual 
Retreat fast approaching and we need suggestions on 
classes you would prefer to have and what level turner 
(beginner, intermediate or advanced) should the class be 
designed for OR should we simply drop those turner 
qualifications and open everything up to everyone.  Do 
you want classes on spindles, platters, pepper/salt mills, 
pens, chain sawing, spoons, bowls, kaleidoscopes, 
spheres, sharpening, finishing, enhancing, sanding, dry-
ing, photographing, toys, craft fair items, etc.  How long 
do you think the class should be?  Would you spend the 
entire Retreat in a single class? Would you attend a Fri-

day night class at Retreat?  These are all questions that 
George, the 2017 Retreat Chairman and Greg the 2017 
Retreat Program Chairman and the Board are all trying to 
answer as well as many more.  Please do not expect us 
to read your mind or simply know what class you want.  
Tell us!  Would we be smart to come up with a complete 
list of all the different classes we can think of and have a 
vote on which ones you like and at what difficulty level 
you think is best and go with the winners of this straw 
pole? 
 
Finally, with the 20th Spring Retreat (May 5th -7th) comes a 
new set of Club Officers and Board Members.  I’ll be pick-
ing the Chairman of our Nominating Committee soon so if 
you are interested in being on that committee or running 
for a Board or Officer position let me know.  I am looking 
forward to seeing everyone at our next meeting, even if 
you do not participate in the ornament exchange but are 
there to enjoy the company of your fellow turners. 
 
Turn Safely! 
 

 

Lane 

Continued from page 1 

 
Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 

$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 
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Display Case 
By Don Fluker 

 
I am sure that by now everyone has seen the display case 
that GCWA has placed in the lobby of the Mendenhall 
Community center.  This case will display the turnings of 
our membership to show the public what the Gulf Coast 
Woodturners is about. It will display the turnings of all skill 
levels of our membership.  The rules for the use of the 
display case are as follows: 
 
1. Exhibitor must be a GCWA member and sign a release 
form.  This form will release the Mendenhall Community 
Center, GCWA and its members from any and all respon-
sibility for any thing that might happen to their turning 
while being displayed. 

 

2. The winners of the monthly show-and-tell will have first 
choice to display their turning in the case from one meet-
ing to the next starting with the meeting in which they win 
in the show-and-tell.  Any display stand that is needed to 
show the turning will be furnished by the member. 
 
3. The turning cannot be any more than12 inch diameter 
and not any taller than 9 inch. 
 
4. If there are not enough of the show-and-tell winners 
that want to display their turning then we can accept a 
piece from a member that has not shown anything in the 
past three (3) months provided that there is space in the 
display case. 
 
Last month there was only one show-and-tell winner that 
wanted to display their turning.  If you are interested in 
having a turning in the display case, please contact me, 
Shawn or any Board member. 

Ornament Exchange 
By Bill Berry 

 
Once again Christmas is almost here and it is time for our an-
nual Christmas tree ornament exchange.  So be sure and bring 
an ornament to exchange.  The rules are simple: you turn an 
ornament, or several ornaments, and bring them to the meeting.  
Participants will sign-in.  You will be issued a ticket for each or-
nament you bring.  When your number is drawn, you may make 
a selection from the ornaments.  If you bring more than one or-
nament there will be additional rounds of drawing numbers.  
Everyone that brings an ornament will get a first round pick.  It is 

a good idea to sign or attach a tag to the hanging string that tells 
who turned the ornament and what kind of wood it is.  Several 
years from now you might want to know, who turned that orna-
ment?????  This is a great way to share one of your turnings 
and the spirit of giving.  Judging: Please do not bring an orna-
ment for the December meeting’s regular show-and-tell as 
they will not be accepted.  We only want ornaments that are 
for the exchange.  There will be 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards, 
Honorable Mention and Best of Show if the judges think it is 
justified.  Ornaments will be judged as one group, no beginner, 
no intermediate, no advanced, no segmented and no enhanced 
categories.  Only ornaments on the exchange trees will be eligi-
ble for judging. 

Members in the News 

 
Dave Muller 

 
Have you seen the new feature on the AAW website, Ex-
plorer?  It is part of AAW’s Vision 2020 that is a powerful 
search engine for just about anything AAW has published.  
As you would read in the December issue of American 
Woodturner, Dave developed the software for the project.  
Congratulations on a job well done, Dave. 
 

Janice Levi 
 
The online magazine, More Woodturning just published an 
article in the December issue, The Fine Art of Finials by 
Janice.  Congratulation, Janice on a job well done 

December Raffle 
By John Schlobohm 

 
Merry Christmas to all.  This month we have a lot of great 
prizes.  We have some great items that have been do-
nated by club members along with all the items that we 
purchased.  We will have a few more items than normal 
and we will have double gift cards.  If the gift card is nor-
mally $10 this month it will be $20, and if it is normally 
$20 it will be $40.  The WOW prize for this month is a 
180 grit CBN grinding wheel. 
 
So bring a little extra cash and buy a few extra raffle tick-
ets and give them away as gifts.  Hope to see you at the 
raffle table. 

2017 20th Anniversary Retreat 
A Super Special Prize 

By George Kabacinski 
 
GCWA recently received a wonderfully generous donation 
– a hardly used Jet 1642 EVS lathe!  The Board has de-

cided the lathe will be used to generate income to the club 
by allocating it to the 2017 20th Anniversary Retreat as a 
raffle prize.  Awesome!  This may be the single largest 
prize ever at the Retreat.   
 

The 2017 20th Anniversary Retreat, a very 
special event! 
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December Meeting 
Presentations 

By George Kabacinski 
 

The December meeting demo will feature Scott Haddix 
showing us how he turns a wood stemmed wine glass.  
Scott will show us the process he uses including how he 
removes the stem from a store-bought wine glass and 
how he precisely fits it to his turned stemmed. 
 
Just imagine – Scott and his bride sit down to a nice din-
ner.  Scott brings out and presents his latest turning suc-

cess – a matched set of wine glasses with turned wood 
stems.  Sometime during dinner his wife marvels at the 
new stemware and comments – these look a lot like our 
fine stemware.  How did you match them so well?  Scott, 
without saying a word, wipes to remove beads of sweat 
from his forehead as he thinks – man, am I glad those last 
two glasses didn’t break while I cut the base off!  True 
story?  I don’t know, be sure to come to the December 
meeting and ask Scott about it. 
 
Also at the December meeting will be the Annual Orna-
ment Exchange.  Refer to the article elsewhere in this 
newsletter (page 3) for all the details. 

Cindy Drozda Demo & Classes 
Last Call for Class Registrations! 

By George Kabacinski 
 

About the only way you may not know that Cindy Drozda 
will be our special guest in January, 2017 is if you are 
new to the club.  What you may not know is the GCWA 
has decided to do a final commit to the classes we have 
been taking registrations for even though one of those 
classes continues to have a few open slots.  So how are 
we going to fill those slots?  Well, you could register the 
fantastic learning opportunity or you can sit back, do noth-
ing, and let someone else have all the fun and enjoyment 
of spending two days with one of the most sought after 
demonstrators and instructors in the world of woodturning.  
And the pool of ‘others’ is going to get a lot bigger very 
fast. 
 
Following a board decision, we will open the remaining 
class slots to members of other turning clubs in Texas as 
early as next week.  They will be required to pay a slightly 
higher class fee for the two-day class - $365.  This regis-
tration fee will include a GCWA membership for calendar 
year 2017.   By registering for the class, they will become 
a GCWA member as well.  This allows us to meet the re-
quirement of having all class participants be current 
GCWA members. 
 
And what does all this mean to you?  If you’ve been pro-
crastinating hoping that Santa would bring you a check to 

pay for your class registration, you may want to hedge 
your bet on that and get your own check in the mail to 
lock in your space in the class! 
 
Here’s a list of the classes and slots available: 
 
• Sunday, January 22, 2017 & Monday, January 23, 2017 
(two-day class) - Finial Box.  Only 3 slots remain open for 
this class! 
• Tuesday, January 24, 2017 - Star Box (does not include 
finial in this one day class).  Space is available on the wait 
list for this class. 
• Wednesday, January 25, 2017 - Finial Turning Intensive 
- could be a great second day to the Star Box class!  If 
interested, be sure to get your name on the wait list for 
this class. 
• Thursday, January 26, 2017 - Triangular Box - Multi-axis 
spindle project.  This class is also filled, be sure to get 
your name on the wait list if you are interested in this 
class. 
 
The registration fee for GCWA members is $170/per day.  
Participants must have their dues current in January, 
2017 to attend the class.  Registrations are accepted 
when payment arrives.   Checks should be made payable 
to GCWA and mailed to George Kabacinski at P.O.Box 
371, Cypress, TX 77410.Be sure to include a note with 
your name, the class and date you are registering for 
along with your correct e-mail and a good phone number 
to reach you at. 

2016 HOW Program Wrap-up 
By George Kabacinski 

 
Well, they party is over.  We’ve reached the end of the 
GCWA Hands-On Workshops for 2016.  The final class 
for 2016 was Tom Irven’s Holiday Ornament class in mid-
November.  From all accounts it was a great success.  
And that’s what we’ve become accustomed to for classes 
by Tom Irven, and generally for all of the GCWA HOW 
offerings.   
 
For those who like numbers here’s a quick set of statistics 
from the 2016 HOW Program ….. 

This does not include National turners.  The numbers are 
down some from the 2015 program.  That was by intent.  
The 2015 program schedule was difficult to keep up with 
and the Board suggested cutting back a bit in 2016. 
 
Many thanks go out to all the instructors, students, and 
support volunteers who, together, have made the GCWA 
HOW Program a success again this year.  As always, if 
you have ideas for classes or suggestions on ways to im-
prove the program please contact any one of the Board 
members or George Kabacinski. 

Number of class sessions 11 
Number of class topics 9 
Total days of instruction 13 

Number of instructors 6 
Number of unique students 42 
Number of students in multiple classes 15 
Highest number of classes by one student 5 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL 

Judges: Greg Gonsalves & Bill Lewis 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Bill Pottorf 
 

 
Sycamore 
nested 
bowl set 

3rd Place – Ric Taylor 

 
 

Mango 
hollow 
form 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Mark Underwood 
 

 
Cherry hollow 
form 

Intermediate Category 

2nd Place – Delbert Pond 
 

 
Hollow form 

3rd Place – Janice Levi 
 

 
Square 
platter 

Enhanced Category 

 

1st Place – Janice Levi 
 

 
 

Assorted or-
naments 

1st Place – Ric Taylor 
 
 
 
Maple platter 

 

 

 

3rd Place – Mark Underwood 
 
 

Walnut hollow 
form 

Judges 
Beginner’s Category  

2nd Place – Larry Wenner 
 
 
Hackberry bowl 

2nd Place – Don Fluker 
 

 
Letter 
openers 

Kit Category 
1st Place – John Schlobohm 

 
 
Pen 

 
3rd Place – Justin Cabezas 

 
 
 

Pens 

Best of Show 
Paul Millo 

 
Hack-
berry 
vase 

(No entries) 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 
 

Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the November Meeting  

More pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2016 general meet-
ings will be held at the Mendenhall Community 
Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of West-
view Dr 

 

December 17, 2016 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

January 9, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

January 21, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

February 6, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

February 18, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

March 6, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

March 18, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

April 3, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

April 15, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

May Board Meeting, time TBD 
 

May 5 - 7, 2017 ~ Spring Retreat ~ 8:00AM - 5:00PM 
 

June 5, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 17, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 22 - 25, 2017 ~ AAW Symposium ~ Kansas City, 
MO 

July 3, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 15, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

December Meeting 

December Meeting Program 

Wood-Stemmed Wine Glass 
Scott Haddix 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Lane Bradford - President 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Vice President 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Don Stocking - Secretary 
(936) 856-8601 
donstocking@suddenlink.net 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 
 

Walter Mooney – Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@Trademarkconst.com 

 

Dave Greenawalt- Board Member 
(936) 524-6610 
dkgreenawalt@gmail.com 

 

Glenn Ashley - Board Member 
(281) 762-2650 
gaka80@gmail.com 

Scott Haddix - Board Member and 
Website Creative Director 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech 
Director/Forum Administrator 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andychentx@gmail.com 

Mendenhall Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 



Internet Websites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Segmented Woodturners: http://segmentedwoodturners.org 
Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 

More Woodturning Magazine: http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/ 
Hearne Hardwoods Inc: http://www.hearnehardwoods.com/index.html 

Gilmer Wood Company: https://www.gilmerwood.com/ 
Cook Woods: https://cookwoods.com/ 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Center for Art in Wood: http://www.centerforartinwood.org/ 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
George Kabacinski 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2015 GCWA 


