
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR THE 
SPRING RETREAT YET? 

 
 
There is still time to register; in fact we will be accepting 
registration at this month’s general meeting, as well as 
collecting dues, because you can not attend the Retreat 
unless you are paid up on your dues.  Yes classes are 
filling up, but they are not all full yet.  The Sunday classes 
all have openings.  So make absolutely sure that you 
state your three (3) choices for each class time.  I apolo-
gize also.  I learned at this month’s Board Meeting that 
there has been a delay in getting out the descriptions of 
the classes.  I know it is easier to select your class 
choices if you have some idea of what the class is about 
and not just a general name of the class.  So we are go-
ing to see that you get that information soon and with that 
information should also come any material fees necessary 
for the class along with the tools you will need to bring for 
the class.  I think if you look around in this Newsletter you 
will find more details on the Spring Retreat. 
 
Dave Greenawalt is still talking to members about loaning 
the retreat your lathes and other pieces of equipment we 
will need.  With 9 classes plus a Demo and free turning 
area in each rotation, the Retreat requires almost 100 
mini lathes on some kind of stand.  The club can furnish 
the lights for each lathe but we still need the drive spur, 
knockout bar, chuck and live center for each one with the 
owner’s name affixed to every piece.  Over the years, 
equipment has been lost or accidently damaged but the 
owners have always been compensated by GCWA for 
their losses.  So don’t let this be a concern for you.  We 
borrow it, so we fix or replace it if it’s lost or damaged. 
With that many people and that much equipment, things 
are just bound to happen.  Some of you may be wonder-
ing why you just can not use your own lathe for the entire 
retreat.  That’s a fair question!  The answer is that it would 
be like herding cats to get 100 lathes moved to the proper 
area and setup for the next class and eat lunch in about 
an hour.  This is going to be a fun weekend so we choose 
to avoid this kind of stress.  Besides, you get to check out 
someone else’s equipment to see if you like it or not.  
That said, Jonathan Bartz is our Facilities manager for the 
weekend.  When you arrive Friday or even Saturday 
morning, see Jonathan so you can locate your lathe in 
your class area for Sunday.  That way when you finish 
that class you can start packing up your lathe.  Just as it 
takes everyone’s assistance in setting up the Retreat fa-

cilities it will also take everyone’s, even if you are ex-
hausted, help in packing everything back up and cleaning 
the facilities before we do the last raffle.  There are no 
exceptions to this rule. 
 
The mission of the GCWA is to promote woodturning in 
our community.  To that end we have 3 community events 
that are just around the corner that need everyone’s abso-
lute attention.  First is the Annual GCWA Scholarship.  
The Deadline to have scholarship applications in is April 
15th, at our general meeting or received in the mail (snail 
mail or e-mail).  So if you have a favorite student that you 
gave an application to, you need to be pushing them to 
get it into us before they miss this deadline.  Second, 
there is the Empty Bowl event to aid the Houston Food 
Bank and its satellite facilities.  We currently have 147 
bowls turned in and we need another 104 to exceed our 
goal of 250 bowls.  Doug is still giving away extra raffle 
tickets for every bowl donated to the Empty Bowl event 
and, like me you have probably turned a few bowls that 
are slightly less than perfect, but not quite a funnel.  A 
wise man in the club once told me to study and learn from 
my mistakes but not to hang on to them, so my visitors 
only see the best of my work.  And finally, event number 
three is our first ever Houston Arboretum Summer Camp.  
Don Fluker will need over 100 turned wooden tops to give 
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Board Feet 
By Don Stocking 

 

At the monthly meeting, your Board of Directors met and 
discussed the most pressing issues facing the Club: 
 
The 2017 Scholarships.  
Completed applications will 
be due by noon, April 15, 
2017, and winners will be 
announced at the Club’s Re-
treat; the upcoming election 
of officers and directors, 
whose terms will begin July 
1, 2017, and the club’s RE-
TREAT, set for May 5, 6 and 
7.  For applicants needing to 
mail in their scholarship ap-
plications and papers, the deadline is the same, and the 
proper address is: 

Don Stocking 
70 El Dorado 

Conroe, Texas 77304 
 
Voting for the 2017-2018 year:  There’s a full slate of 
candidates for the Club’s leaders – Officers and Directors.  
Members should mark and turn in their ballots for these 
leaders, all of whom will need help - more opportunities 
for volunteering. 

 
For the April 15 meeting, there is another PRESIDENT’s 
CHALLENGE for you to turn eggs and bring them in to 
the meeting. 
 
Retreat for 2017. Remember, our Club’s Annual Re-
treat, at the Montgomery County Fairgrounds, is to-
tally unique!  The Retreat is members teaching mem-
bers, providing excellent opportunities for hands-on learn-
ing.  Every member should have received an invitation to 
the Retreat, with spaces to indicate the member’s prefer-
ences for classes and times.  The invitation should be 
completed showing the member’s preferences for classes, 
and returned, with the full fees, to the Club before the Re-
treat.  At the Retreat, each member should be ready to 
VOLUNTEER to help set up and help the Retreat move 
smoothly.  After the volunteering, there will be plenty of 
excellent food to help us regain our energy.  DAVE 
GREENAWALT is in charge of securing lathes and other 
equipment for the Retreat and in retuning that equipment 
after the Retreat is over.  That means Dave will need help 
before the Retreat begins and after it closes – more op-
portunities for volunteering.  Before it is over, there is 
even volunteering for cleanup and in clearing out the 
space. 

April Raffle 
By John Schlobohm 

 
As usual, this month 
we have a lot of great 
prizes.  We have some 
great items that have 
been donated by club 
members along with 
all the items that we 
purchased.  We have 
purchased some tools 
for this month that you 
may not have in your collection.  The WOW prize for this 
month is an 80 grit CBN grinding wheel. 
 
Hope to see you at the raffle table. 
 

Retreat Raffle 
By Shawn Pachlhofer 

 
We're all excited for another retreat, but don't forget the 
RAFFLE!  We'll have tools, tools, and more tools!  Some-

thing for everyone's shop, a few books...and of course 
we'll have WOOD!  As a special raffle item, we have a 
nearly new Jet 1642 lathe that will be raffled off to one 
very lucky winner! 
 
And remember...you can't win if you don't buy tickets! 

Retreat Class Description 
By Ed Peine 

Several of you have asked for detailed description of 
what will be taught at the retreat.  While I do not have a 
description of all the classes here is a description of the 
class that I will be teaching and I think that it is typical of 
many of the other classes.  If you want a detailed de-
scription of any other class you may call the instructor for 
that class. 
 
Tool handles.  In this class each student will turn 4 han-
dles.  We will assemble (glue) the ferrule on the end and 
glue the tool steel into the handle.  I will provide 4 match-
ing wood blanks of walnut, mesquite or maple.  I will pro-
vide 4 steel blanks each made of M7 steel and hardened 
to RC63.  One each of 3/8” and ¼” will be ground as a 
fluteless gouge and one each of 3/8” and ¼” will be 
ground as a point/scraper.  You will need to bring rough-
ing gouge, spindle gouge and parting tool.  There will be 
a material fee of $15.  If all goes as planned each of you 
will leave the class with 4 new turning tools. 
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2017 Retreat Update and Q&A 
By George Kabacinski 

 

As we get closer to the 2017 Retreat the months seem to 
fly by faster and faster.  And now here we are only 27 
days away from the event.  Wow.  There are SO many 
things to check on, coordinate and finish to be ready.  It 
will be a busy 27 days for sure. 
 
The dates for the 2017 GCWA Annual Retreat are May 5th 
– May 7th, 2017.  The location is the Montgomery County 
Fairgrounds, Exhibit Buildings 1 & 2.  That’s roughly 
45,000 square feet of air conditioned space!!  The physi-
cal address is 9055 Airport Road (formerly FM 1484) in 
Conroe, TX 77303.  The exhibit buildings are near the 
back (North end) of the property. 
 
Many of the team leads have been working hard at getting 
various elements of the event ready.  Here’s an update on 
a few (but not all) of them …… 
 

Greg Gonsalves has wrapped up his work on schedul-
ing all the classes and demos.  He’s done a great job 
at providing a wide range of topics and addressing all 
the various skill levels in each time slot for Saturday 
and Sunday. 
 
Scott Haddix is ramped up and working on the event 
registrations, along with his board responsibilities and 
the club’s web site conversion.  Wow, he’s a busy guy.  
Scott reported that we have 63 registrations as of a few 
days ago.  That’s good and there is ample opportunity 
for many more to sign up.  He’s also reported that so 
far, most registrants have gotten their first or second 
choices for class selections with a few receiving their 
third choice. 
 
Dave Greenawalt is still looking for lathes and other 
equipment needed for the event.  At the board meeting 
last Monday, Dave indicated he has commitments for 
about half the number of lathes we need for the event.  
If you are able to loan the club a lathe for the event 
please contact Dave! 
 
Chuck Graham continues to work with the event in-
structors to ensure their class wood needs are handled 
or is on the case to help that along.  Chuck and few 
other volunteers recently processed an ash tree and 
prepared blanks for some of the classes requiring 
green (wet) wood. 
 
Lane Bradford is still sitting at his e-mail with cell 
phone in hand just waiting for executive decision op-
portunities.  It looks like he’s lost many pounds just 
from the stress of it all. 
 

And this is just the summary of a few of the many people 
working behind the scenes to prepare for the event.  To-
gether they all make it look and function as if it were a 
high priced professionally coordinated and executed 
event.  It’s all done by a few volunteers who are very com-
mitted to the success of this annual hands-on learning 
opportunity.  And there’s still time for you to jump in and 
help.  Just contact any of the team leads or reach out to 
Lane or George to discuss how you can get involved. 

The rest of this article will revert back to a Q&A format to 
cover some of the remaining questions you may have 
about the 2017 GCWA Retreat. 
 
I have not registered yet.  Is there still time?  Abso-
lutely.  You can register at the April general meeting on 
Saturday, April 15th (be sure to bring a check payable to 
GCWA) or you can fill in a registration form and mail it to 
Scott Haddix.  Be sure to include a check made payable 
to GCWA.  Payment is required to complete a registration. 
 
Is there on-site registration?  Yes.  Not everyone has 
the flexibility to register in advance.  You can register at 
the door.  However, the on-site registration is $60 instead 
of the pre-registration rate of $50. 
 
I can only attend one day.  Is there a single day regis-
tration?  No, we are not able to provide a one day regis-
tration.  The registration fee for the event is held to a low 
number and we do not have the flexibility to handle one 
day registrations at this time.  However, you can still regis-
ter for the event and only attend one day. 
 
How do I know what I classes I’m slated to attend 
from my selections?  Very good question.  About a 
week prior to the event and after the close of pre-
registration we will post and/or send out all the class ros-
ters.  This will provide you with the information of what 
classes you are registered to participate in. 
 
How do I know what tools to bring?  When the class 
rosters are provided (see above) you will know what 
classes you are set to participate in.  We are also working 
on a list of all the classes, tool requirements, and any ma-
terial fees.  This will be posted and/or sent out as soon as 
possible but no later than the class roster communication.  
We are waiting on information from some of the instruc-
tors to complete the list. 
 
Can I change class(es)?  Yes, if class space is available.  
Each class station will have a student roster list for the 
class at that station.  If there are open slots you can write 
(print) in your name to fill that slot.  We ask that you 
please remove your name from any other class you al-
ready have in that time slot so that it can be made avail-
able to others.  The on-site class selection/change proc-
ess is totally first-come first-serve and totally on your own.  
If you plan to use the on-site class selection you may 
want to arrive early. 
 
My spouse/child/significant other doesn’t turn, can 
he/she/they attend?  Yes.  We provide for a non-turner 
registration of $30 for family members.  That does not 
include any classes.  It does, however, include both ca-
tered lunches. 
 
I’ve heard there are lots of treats at the Retreat.  
What’s that about?  Well, typically we do have a lot of 
goodies on the food table throughout the event.  Partici-
pants may bring things to share like cookies, cakes, pies, 
fruit, nuts, candy, whatever.  We ask that large items like 
cakes and pies be sliced, if practical.  It is also a great 
idea to bring a covered container for your goodies since 

Continued on page 4 
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April Meeting Presentation 
By George Kabacinski 

 

Janice Levi has become known the world over for her 
fabulous turned half-round, round and now oval purses.  
She has developed specialized methods to accomplish 
the creation of these wonderful accessories which are 
both artistic and functional.  Recently Janice has been 

featured in the British magazine Woodturning and in the 
AAW publication American Turner with articles on how 
she makes her purses.  She is also scheduled to present 
at the 31st annual AAW symposium in Kansas City in 
June.  For our April meeting Janice will be giving a pre-
view of her upcoming AAW presentation on the making of 
a wooden purse.  This is one that should not be missed. 

Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 
$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 

INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE:  Steel City Tool Works 17" Floor Standing 
Drill Press, model 20520, with the Steel City laser light 
accessory and a mobile base for $450.  The tool is in per-
fect working condition.  Please contact Scott Haddix for 
details. 281-773-7648 or scott.haddix@gmail.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

Open Shop Night 
By George Kabacinski 

 

When?  Tuesday, April 11, 2017 – Second Tuesday! 
 
GCWA continues with the highly successful Open Shop 
Night program each and every month with the Second 
Tuesday events.  If you’re new to the club or just haven’t 
had a chance to figure this out, the Open Shop Night 
events are held at three of the member’s shops.  Marty 
Kaminsky hosts an Open Shop Night at his location in 
San Leon (southeast of Houston); Lane Bradford hosts 
one at his shop in Montgomery (north of Houston); and 
George Kabacinski hosts one at his place in Cypress 
(northwest and just a bit outside of Houston). 
 
Each of the three locations has its own format and char-
acter.  Some are more hands-on than others and some 

follow more of a meeting format while others are more 
casual.  It depends on the host and the group that typi-
cally gathers at that location.  Any GCWA member can 
join in the activities at any of the locations.  For more in-
formation on the location most convenient for you just 
reach out to the site host.  Guests are always welcome 
and it’s a great way to learn more about GCWA in an in-
formal small group atmosphere. 
 
Anyone in the club who has a shop where several mem-
bers can gather for a few hours can host a GCWA Open 
Shop Night.  If you’re interested in starting one at your 
shop/studio/garage just contact Lane Bradford or any of 
the Board Members for information on getting one going 
and having it designated as a GCWA sponsored event 
(important for our insurance coverage). 

this is at a fair ground which always has an abundance of 
…. flies. 
 
I live a good distance from Conroe is there lodging 
available?  There are a number of options available: 

Self-contained campers/RVs – Some of our members 
have parked their units near the Exhibit Buildings and 
have spent the night in comfort. 

Hotels – there are a wide variety of hotels in and 
around Conroe ranging from budget price to higher 
end lodging. 

Staying on-site – there are some members who stay 
the weekend in the Exhibit Buildings.  Around closing 

time on Friday and Saturday they set their vans, 
trucks, tents, cots, or whatever right there in the build-
ing.  It’s what you make of it.  The nearest restrooms 
are only a few feet from the front door but are, um, 
rustic and there are no showers.  It’s a pretty quick 
weekend and some don’t mind the inconvenience and 
the price can’t be beat.  There is no formal organiza-
tion of this and if you need more information I’d sug-
gest reaching out to Jonathan Bartz or Fog Tanner. 

 
I hear lunches are provided.  Is that true?  Yes.  Both 
Saturday and Sunday lunches are catered (it’s the only 
paying job of the entire event!).  Saturday will be BBQ and 
all the fixins’ and Sunday will be our tradition on catfish 

Continued from page 3, Retreat Update 
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to the children attending his Summer Camp demo so he is 
asking your help in making these tops.  So go practice 
turning some tops, small, medium and big and bring them 
to this months meeting and leave them on our registration 
table for Don Fluker. 
 
The President’s Challenge! 
 
It’s been a while since we have had one of these, so in 
the spirit of the Easter Holiday I challenge you to turn and 
decorate Wooden Easter Eggs, as many as you want to 
do and If you wish, bring them to this month’s meeting in 
your own Easter Basket for judging.  Let’s have some fun 
with this, if you want to take them back home with you 
after the meeting you can, but I think it would be fantastic 
to place some in our display case in the Mendenhall. 
 
50% Dues Discount for AAW New Members 

Some, but not a lot of you are not AAW members.  This is 
perhaps the best offer you will see to become an AAW 
member for a year at half the normal cost to just see if it is 
something you want to do.  They are offering this special 
discount from April 1, 2017 through June 30, 2017.  It’s 
exclusively for Chapter Members who have never been 
an AAW member.  If you want further information I will 
have some AAW brochures on the registration table at the 
April general meeting or you can simply sign-up at http://
tiny.cc/AAWNewGen or call the AAW home office at 877-
595-9094 (toll free) Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m., to 4:30 p.m. CST. 
 
Don’t forget to vote for you new chapter officers and 
board members! 
 
Turn Safely! 
 

Lane 

Continued from page 1 

Website Updates 
By Scott Haddix 

 

Let me start by thanking everybody for their patience with 
the completion of the website migration, in particular the 
Forum.  I had anticipated that the migration would have 
been completed some weeks ago, but it has proven more 
difficult to get the external vendor the specific set of per-
missions they need to nearly every element of the old and 
new site to make the migration successful.  We resolved 
the last of those issues last week.  They have now done a 
couple of test migrations and I’ve been reviewing and pro-
viding feedback on the results, and I think we should be 
complete with the migration by April 10th.  Rest assured, 
everybody’s new user id in the new forum will still be as-
sociated with your historic posts. 
 
One thing I want to note is that we cannot migrate your 
password from the old site to the new site.  Your pass-
words are safely encrypted in the old site and cannot be 
unencrypted to their text values, and the new site uses a 
different, more advanced encryption algorithm.  So we 
cannot just copy them over either.  That means everybody 
(who has a login currently) will receive their own e-mail 
with a system generated password for you to use to log 

into the new Forum.  You should then change your pass-
word to a value of your own choosing. 
 
After the Forum migration is complete, we will set the old 
Forum to a read-only status, and maintain that for some 
months, until we are confident that everything migrated 
successfully.  Eventually we will remove it, as it will be 
redundant in total with the new Forum. 
 
The new website is quite a bit different from the old, and 
the Board recognizes that change can be hard, especially 
technology changes.  To offer a helping hand, we are 
planning a live demonstration of the new website over 
lunch at the Retreat on Saturday and answering any 
questions that people may have on its use.  I’m also 
happy to take suggestions for improvements, as well as 
take names of all the volunteers that would like to learn 
the website’s technology (WordPress) to help in its main-
tenance and growth.  Please form a single file line for this.  
If logistics work out, we may also do an evening website 
demo one night.  This alone should convince you all to 
attend the retreat! 
 
If you encounter issues with the website, please send me 
an e-mail (scott.haddix@gmail.com) and I’ll do my best to 
respond in a timely manner with help, and barring that, 
with sympathy. 

fried on-site.  Both are great meals.  However, we know 
some folks require special diets.  Unfortunately, with our 
limited budget and all volunteer staff we are not able to 
accommodate special meal plans.  If that is the case for 
you please plan to bring your own food to supplement 
what you might find in the catered meals. 
 
Should I plan to bring my lathe?  Yes!  If you are able to 
bring a lathe, please contact Dave Greenawalt and let 
him know what you able to bring.  We request that equip-
ment be brought up on Friday afternoon/evening so that it 
can be staged in a class area and be ready for class to 

begin bright and early Saturday morning.  If that’s not pos-
sible, or you need assistance, please talk with Dave. 
 
Where can I find more information on the event?  The 
January, February and March newsletters have all carried 
articles about the GCWA Retreat.  You may find some of 
that information helpful.  Or simply reach out to George 
Kabacinski or Lane Bradford. 
 
I have additional questions/would like to talk to some-
one about the event.  If you have ANY unanswered 
questions or would like the just talk about the Retreat 
please contact George Kabacinski or Lane Bradford or 
any member of the GCWA Board of Directors. 

Continued from page 4, Retreat update 
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World Wood Day 2017 
By Janice Levi 

 
I had heard of World Wood Day through Andy Chen for 
the past three or so years, but I truly did not have a clear 
understanding of the focus and the scope of the program.  
Because I had the opportunity to participate in World 
Wood Day 2017 in Long Beach, CA this year, I have a 
greater understanding of and appreciation for the pro-
gram. 
 
World Wood Day always occurs on March 21, the first day 
of spring, and for five years now, it has specifically been 
celebrated in various countries throughout the world.  But 
that is only a small part of the overall vision of the Interna-
tional Wood Culture Society, the guiding force behind 
World Wood Day celebrations. The IWCS, in their words 
is “a non-governmental organization and worldwide net-
work of wood enthusiasts, committed to the research, 
education and promotion of wood culture.”  The World 
Wood Day Foundation serves as an arm of IWCS and 
their mission is “to raise public awareness of wood as an 
eco-friendly material and encourage academic research 
and responsible wood usage for a sustainable future.” 
 
What better way to call attention to using wood than to 
assemble a group of furniture makers, wood carvers, 
woodturners, wooden musical instrument players, scroll 
sawyers, calligraphers…?  Altogether, there were about 
450 wood artisans and craftsmen from 90 countries on six 
continents who represented that fact that “Wood is Good” 
at the Long Beach Convention Center for the week of 
March 21-26. The carvers were the largest group with 
approximately 200 representatives.  Some of them were 
divided into random teams, given a huge wooden slab 
from giant tree trunks, and tasked with coming up with 
and executing a carving design by week’s end.  
 
The woodturners were not so artistically challenged.  
However, my roommate, Sally Ault, and I were able to 
share, in a small way, with some of the wood carver’s di-
lemmas.  On the first day, a carver approached our sta-
tion and said that she needed a mallet.  Sally rummaged 
through our wood pile, selected a piece and wood, and 
turned a mallet.  Then several 
more showed up and several 
more then a whole lot more!  It 
seems that the carvers faced two 
problems—some had their mallets 
confiscated by customs and oth-
ers had not expected to have such 
hard wood to carve and using their 
hands as mallets was painful.  
Thus, Sally and I became the 
“Mallet Ladies.”  Although I only 
turned eight or so, I’m sure Sally 
turned at least two dozen. 
 
Another group from Cuba and South America were carv-
ing leaping dolphins from walnut and needed two lighter-
colored fish eyes. I was glad to oblige, using a piece of 
hard maple. 
 

During all of this, there were groups from around the 
world performing music from their homelands.  We had a 
great group from Africa who entertained the crowds daily 
with roving performances, Native Americans who had 
drum presentations regularly, an Aborigine from Australia 
who thrilled us with his didgeridoo as well as a Mariachi 
band.  And then there was singing in every language 
imaginable. 
 
Between the mallet turning and the mu-
sic, there was a lot of hard work.  The 
group arrived daily at 8:30 and stayed 
all day until about 6:00, with a short 
break for lunch.  The turners were free 
to turn whatever items they wanted and 
there was some truly unusual turning 
going on.  Murray Lincoln from Toronto 
brought his non-electric pole lathe.  By 
pumping a pedal attached to a long 
bamboo pole, he was able to accom-
plish some impressive spindle turnings.  Li Xuemin from 
China brought two lathes - one was a 
design 5000 years old and the other 
2000 years old.  The older design in-
volved rotating the turning by hand us-
ing a bow with string while turning the 
object using the left hand.  I didn’t get 
very far on that one. The “newer” model 
of lathe allowed the turner to pedal the 
lathe with the feet, freeing up both 
hands to turn either a bowl or a spindle.  
This one was a bit easier.  (That’s all 
relative, you understand.) 
 
Andy Chen brought his bicy-
cle pedal-powered lathe and 
turned honey dippers and 
spin tops for those willing to 
pedal.  At one point, Mark 
Sfirri needed treads on 
wheels for a wagon built by 
someone on his team.  So 
Andy honored him by pedal-
ing while Mark turned the wheels. 
 
Altogether, there were 
12 turners and I’ll try to 
name them all: Sally 
Ault, Merrill Saylan, 
Sandy Huse, Andy 
Chen, David Marks, 
Derek Weidman, Steve 
Abshear, Dale Larson, 
Bill Loitz, Li Xuemin, 
Albert LeCoff, and my-
self.  Mark Sfirri and Kimberly Winkle were also in atten-
dance, but primarily as furniture designers, although each 
did some turning for their projects. 
 
I have rambled on about the symposium and have failed 
to mention one of the outstanding opportunities that we all 
were able to share.  We stayed on the Queen Mary!  This 
beautiful old gem of the Atlantic was launched in 1936 

Continued on page 7 
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after a joint effort between Cunard 
and White Star (of Titanic fame).  
The two companies merged to build 
the Queen Mary, a ship twice as big 
as Titanic.  She soon became the 
fastest ship on the high seas but 
after only three years, Great Britain 
seized the ship, painted her battleship gray and turned 
her into a troop carrier during WWII, with a record of car-
rying 16,000 troops on one run.  Because of her speed, 
she was never bombed or torpedoed. 
 
During the war, the Queen Mary carried troops but she 
also carried prisoners of war.  Some still hear the voices 
of German soldiers who died of their wounds while in 
transport in the lower forward decks of the ship.  After the 
war, the Queen Mary returned to her glory days and 
transported crowds of dignitaries, movie stars, profes-
sional athletes, and common folk who could afford it.  The 
cost at that time was about $1000 a day, equating to 
about $17,000 in today’s money.  When airplanes began 
making trans-Atlantic crossings, the great cruise ships fell 
out of favor and the Queen was sold to the highest bidder 
($3.5million), Long Beach, CA in 1967. 
 
In honor of hosting so many people involved with wood, 
the Queen Mary put together a “Wood Tour.”  Our guide 
pointed out that the ship contained 56 varieties of wood, 
one from each of the 56 colonies held by Great Britain at 

the time.  The whole ship is literally sheathed in the most 
beautiful and now rare woods I’ve ever seen. 
 
But time has taken its toll on the Queen.  She is beginning 
to show her age and needs some work badly.  Fortu-
nately, the Queen Mary has received a $200,000,000 
grant and work is commencing to restore the grand old 
lady. 
 
Oh, and the rumor about the ghosts.  I will say that on 
several occasions, I smelled a really strong perfume out-
side the Queen Mary Suite on deck M, the deck that my 
room was on.  I thought they were piping in air freshener 
because the halls are very long and odors might tend to 
linger.  However, I never smelled the odor on any other 
deck or in any other hall.  I did ask a cleaning lady one 
day if the staff piped air fresheners into the hallways and 
she said, “No.”  So, Sally and I have both come to the 
conclusion that a heavily perfumed ghost does walk the 
hall outside the Queen Mary suite.  I only wish I knew her 
story. 
 
I want to thank the IWCS for their vision and for their sup-
port of the efforts to replant forests around the world.  As 
Allan Schwarz, head of the Mezimbite Forest Centre in 
Mozambique, told me, “We plant thousands of rare trees 
around the world - blackwood, ebony, rosewood, coco-
bolo.  Some trees take 300 - 500 years to reach full ma-
turity.  I won’t live to see that happen, but someone will.” 
 
Now I think I understand what the World Wood Day cele-
bration is all about. 

Who’s Running the 2017 
Retreat? 

By George Kabacinski 
 

For the past several months there have been many arti-
cles in the newsletter and discussions at the general 
meetings and Open Shop Nights about the 2017 Retreat.  
It should be no surprise (unless you’re new to the club) of 
the dates for this year’s Retreat - May 5th – 7th, 2017 
 
If you have specific questions or need additional informa-
tion on how to volunteer to be part of the team putting the 
event together just contact one of the team leads listed 
below or ring up  
George Kabacinski or Lane Bradford. 
 
We still have an opening in the Team Leads roster for 
someone to head up Public Access for the event.  You 
can read more about what that entails in the February 
newsletter.  Or contact George or Lane. 
 
Here’s where we are regarding those in leadership roles 
for the 2017 GCWA Retreat: 
 

 

 
 

As always, if you have any input, questions, suggestions, 
or would like to get involved in any way please contact 
one of the Team Leads listed above or any of the GCWA 
Board Members. 
 
If there is ANY reason you are hesitant about attending 
the Retreat please contact Lane, George or one of the 
board members for assistance. 

Area  Team Lead(s) 
Programs  Greg Gonsalves 
Equipment  Dave Greenawalt 
Registration  Scott Haddix 
Facilities  Jonathan Bartz 

Raffle  Shawn Pachlhofer/Doug Grissom 

Food Catering  Don Fluker 

Instant Gallery  Sandy Peck 
Public Access  TBD 
Wood  Chuck Graham 
Event Chair  George Kabacinski (for Lane Bradford) 

Food Drinks Esteban Churin 

Continued from page 6, World Wood Day 

While cleaning the shop (yes, there is an effort to do that 
from time to time) we found a shop apron that doesn’t be-

long to me.  If you’ve left one behind please contact me to 
claim it if it is yours. 

Lost and Found 
By George Kabacinski 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL MARCH SHOW & TELL 

Judges: Greg Gonsalves & Don Fluker 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Ric Taylor 
 

 
Poplar 
platter 

3rd Place – Mike Stall 
 

 
Hackberry 
hollow form 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – John Eberlan 
 

 
IDK hollow form 

Intermediate Category 

2nd Place – Kendall Westbrook 

 
 

Plywood 
vase 

3rd Place – Steve LeGrue 
 

 
Maple/
jatoba 
bowl 

Enhanced Category 

 

1st Place – Francisco Castro 
 

 
 

Cup 

1st Place – Ed Peine 
 
 

Box elder hollow 
form 

 

 

 

3rd Place – Nell Wheeler 
 
 

Elm bowl 

Judges 

Beginner’s Category  

2nd Place – Mark Underwood 
 

 
Maple 
hollow 
form 

2nd Place – Scott Njaa 
 

 
Stabilized 
oak pen 

Kit Category 
1st Place – Ric Taylor 

 
Maple/
walnut/
cherry 
tool Han-
dles 

 

3rd Place – Steve LeGrue 
 

 
Curly oak 
back-
scratcher 

Best of Show 
Mike Stall 

 
Hack-
berry 
hollow 
form 

1st Place – LarryBaron 
 

 
Pine platter 

3rd Place – Gary Meyer 
 
 

Sweet 
gum vase 

2nd Place – Larry Baron 
 

 
Pecan 
bowl 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 
 

Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the March Meeting  

More pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2017 general meet-
ings will be held at the Mendenhall Community 
Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of West-
view Dr 

 

April 15, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

May Board Meeting, time TBD 
 

May 5 - 7, 2017 ~ Spring Retreat ~ 8:00AM - 5:00PM 
 

May 20, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 5, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 17, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 22 - 25, 2017 ~ AAW Symposium ~ Kansas City, 
MO 

 

July 3, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 15, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 7, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 19, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 25 - 27 ~ SWAT Symposium, Waco, TX 
 

September 4, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

September 16, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

September 9, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

September 21, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

April Meeting 

April Meeting Program 

Turned Purses 
Janice Levi 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Lane Bradford - President 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Vice President 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Don Stocking - Secretary 
(936) 856-8601 
donstocking@suddenlink.net 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 
 

Walter Mooney – Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@Trademarkconst.com 

 

Dave Greenawalt- Board Member 
(936) 524-6610 
dkgreenawalt@gmail.com 

 

Glenn Ashley - Board Member 
(281) 762-2650 
gaka80@gmail.com 

Scott Haddix - Board Member and 
Website Creative Director 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech 
Director/Forum Administrator 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andychentx@gmail.com 

Mendenhall Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 



Internet Websites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Segmented Woodturners: http://segmentedwoodturners.org 
Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 

More Woodturning Magazine: http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/ 
Hearne Hardwoods Inc: http://www.hearnehardwoods.com/index.html 

Gilmer Wood Company: https://www.gilmerwood.com/ 
Cook Woods: https://cookwoods.com/ 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Center for Art in Wood: http://www.centerforartinwood.org/ 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
George Kabacinski 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2015 GCWA 


