
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

The 20th Annual Spring Retreat is going to be over by the 
time you get this Newsletter and hopefully all the ex-
tremely hard work put into it by our energetic and loyal 
band of volunteers has made it successful in your eyes.  If 
you have any suggestions on how to make it better, how-
ever we are always listening to those suggestions.  So let 
us know your ideas, because even though this was the 
20th Annual Spring Retreat it will not be our last. 
 
If you didn’t complete your Retreat project in your class 
now is the time to get it completed and finished and we 
encourage you to being it to our May 20th general meet-
ing.  Yep, we are going to have a general meeting in the 
same month as our Retreat.  The show-n-tell for May will 
be all the things taught and finished from the Retreat.  We 
would certainly like to have some of these placed in our 
display case as well.  So see Don Fluker if you want your 
item on display.  No ribbons will be given out in May but 
you certainly can bring that same project back some other 
month and enter it in the judging for a ribbon.  This month 
we simply want you to share your class experiences, 
good and bad or funny and sad, with everyone else.  In 
place of our usual demo, the May meeting will have a jig 
and fixtures presentation.  It’s been a long time since we 
have had one of these and I am always impressed by 
what our members have made, designed or created to 
help them in wood working.  Some items may be a more 
frugal copy of a commercial product but a whole lot of the 
items brought in the past were never available commer-
cially and the only way you are ever going to find out 
about them is to attend this month’s meeting.  Also, look 
around your own shop for those things that you made 
yourself so that the thing you made on the lathe was eas-
ier to make or the final product was easier to duplicate or 
that eliminated those mistakes we are all prone to make.  
Be prepared to talk about it when you show your fellow 
turners and most likely you may even get some sugges-
tions for improvements to make.  AND, if you have found 
something that really helps you out when woodturning but 
you purchased it commercially, we want to see and hear 
about it also.  We may all be woodturners but we all do 
not have your experiences and knowledge of all the tools 
available to us. 
 
The President’s Challenge! 
 
It’s been a while since we have had one of these.  So 
since we didn’t get to do this last month for the Easter 
Holiday, I challenge you to turn and decorate wooden 
Easter eggs, as many as you want to do and, if you wish, 
bring them to this months meeting in your own Easter 

Basket for judging.  Let’s have some fun with this, if you 
want to take them back home with you after the meeting 
you can, but I think it would be fantastic to place some in 
our display case in the Mendenhall. 
 
50% Dues Discount for AAW New Members 
 
Some, but not a lot of you are not AAW members.  This is 
perhaps the best offer you will see to become an AAW 
member for a year at half the normal cost to just see if it is 
something you want to do.  They are offering this special 
discount from April 1, 2017 through June 30, 2017.  It’s 
exclusively for chapter members who have never been an 
AAW member.  If you want further information I will have 
some AAW brochures on the registration table at the gen-
eral meeting or you can simply sign-up at http://tiny.cc/
AAWNewGen or call the AAW home office at 877-595-
9094 (toll free) Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. CDT. 
 
The next big event on the horizon is the SWAT sympo-
sium, and it’s their 25th anniversary event also.  They 
promise to make this year’s SWAT a memorable event for 
all those attending. 
 
Turn Safely! 
 

Lane 
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Board Feet 
By Don Stocking 

 

Your Board of Directors met Monday evening, May 1, 
2017, at the Mendenhall Center in Houston, Texas, for the 
purpose of final planning for the Retreat, set for May 5, 6 
and 7, at the Montgomery County Fairgrounds.  The Re-
treat Director, George Kabacinski, reported that, so far, 
83 members have registered, and possibly, even more 
may register.  Members have offered 90 (!) of their own 
lathes for use in the Retreat classes, and Dave 
Greenawalt is picking them up.  Members loaning their 
lathes have also been asked to provide with their lathes: 
Jacobs drill chucks, drive spindle, chuck, a spindle gouge, 
and a skew gouge, sharpened appropriately.  Some 33 
classes, for all skill levels, are scheduled, and all mem-
bers attending should have received notice of the classes 
in which they have been enrolled for the Retreat.  Please 
be aware of the Materials Costs some of your classes 
may require – Check the schedule you may have already 
received for these charges.  You wouldn’t want to miss a 
class for lack of the Materials Costs! 
 
Meals, deserts, and drinks are being provided, and many 
members are also bringing snacks, cookies, drinks and 

similar things to share just to keep all of us comfortable.  
Still, it would be appreciated if members could also bring 
their own coolers loaded with ice and drinks.  Chairs and 
tables have been arranged, but members must show up 
early enough to volunteer (!) to carry the chairs and ta-
bles into the building we are occupying.  Members with 
dry-erase (“white”) boards are encouraged to bring them, 
too, plus aluminum or wooden easels.  Each member at-
tending must bring his own safety equipment, glasses, 
and breathing assistance equipment. 
 
There will be a tool swap and raffles, too.  There will be a 
separate, special raffle of the Jet 1642 lathe donated to 
our club recently.  Those special raffle tickets are being 
sold at $5.00 each.  Each of the special raffle tickets 
MUST have the buyer’s name and contact information 
written on the back, and those tickets will be drawn only 
when all of the 100 of the special raffle tickets have been 
sold, which may possibly not occur until after the Retreat. 
 
Since the Retreat is always such a special event (and 
quite unique to our club!), several other things will be con-
cluded at the Retreat, including the announcement of 
names of the winners of the Club’s Scholarships, plus the 
announcement of the newly elected officers and directors 
of the club. 

May Raffle 
By John Schlobohm 

 
As usual, this month we 
have a lot of great prizes.  
We have some great items 
that have been donated by 
club members along with 
all the items that we pur-
chased.  We have pur-
chased some tools for this 
month that you may not 
have in your collection.  The WOW prize for this month is 
an 80 grit CBN grinding wheel. 
 
Hope to see you at the raffle table. 

May Meeting Presentation 
By George Kabacinski 

 
Who is the presenter at the May 20th general meeting – 
YOU!  It’s the long-awaited Jigs & Fixtures meeting.  So 
walk around the shop/studio/garage and select a few of 
your favorite woodturning related jigs and fixtures and 
bring them to the May meeting. 
 
Our most recent Luna Ford Award winner, Walter 
Mooney, has graciously agreed to moderate the presen-
tation and discussion of the various jigs and fixtures that 
show up for this extremely informative session.  Each 
person bringing a jig or fixture to the meeting will be 
given an opportunity to tell the group what it is, how it 
works, and how it improves their woodturning experience. 
 
If you’re new to the club or just haven’t experienced a 
Jigs & Fixtures meeting, you should be there.  The oppor-
tunity to pick up new ideas is fantastic and the innovation 
and ingenuity of our members shines at this meeting.   
 
If you’re one who is a bit shy or don’t think your device is 
all that unusual please do bring it anyway.  It is truly 
amazing what we can all learn from the simplest con-
cepts.  You could save someone else a lot of frustration 
and make their turning a lot more fun by sharing what 
you know and how you have solved problems and have 
made improvements in your turning environment. 

My First Retreat 
By Carol Montgomery 

 
I arrived at the retreat on Friday afternoon to take my 
lathe and the first person I met was Paul Millo.  He imme-
diately helped me get set up, started showing me some 
things and was extremely helpful.  It was obvious he 
wanted to help me learn. What a great couple of teachers 
I had. Fog was just as helpful, as was everyone I met. I 
was one of about 8 women turners.  The classes were 
well run, the food was good, and the whole atmosphere 
was one of encouragement.  I enjoyed it very much and 
learned a lot! 
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It’s History 
By George Kabacinski 

 

What’s that?  The GCWA 2017 Retreat.  Gone, done, 
over, but not forgotten.  From the vast majority of feed-
back received everyone had a great time and the event 
was yet another in a long run of successful annual events 
for GCWA. 
 
I would like to thank everyone involved who put their time, 
effort, commitment, and money into making the event the 
success it was.  It’s always a challenge when you start 
naming names because it is so easy to inadvertently, and 
totally unintentionally, leave someone out and then … 
pow – hurt feelings.  So, I’ll do my best not to forget any of 
those who put a lot of effort into the event. 
 
I’ll start with the organizing committee: 
 

Greg Gonsalves did a terrific job with the programs.  
He literally spent months on making the program 
schedule come together.  We had a variety of classes 
and a great balance of classes for each skill level in 
each time slot.  And we had a couple of new class 
concepts that appeared to be real winners with the 
retreat participants.  Let’s not forget the great demos 
that were available as well. 

Dave Greenawalt made sure we had all the lathes we 
needed and all the special equipment needed for the 
special programs this year. 

Shawn Pachlhofer and Doug Grissom did an out-
standing job with the raffles.  There were so many 
great prizes.  And it was great that we went a few 
over the minimum ticket sales for the Jet 1642 and 
could have the drawing for that raffle as well.  Con-
gratulations John Schlobohm on winning the lathe! 

Scott Haddix put in significant effort and talent into the 
registration process this year.  During early registra-
tion, nearly everyone was able to get into the classes 
of their top three choices.  The on-site process went 
well and everyone seemed pleased with how it was all 
handled.  Scott also presented a quick overview of the 
newly designed GCWA web site while the rest of us 
ate BBQ, watched and learned at lunch on Saturday.  
Scott is also the man behind building the new site and 
the transition of all our stuff from the old site to the 
new site.  Wow.  That’s a bunch of work and with 
great results too. 

Jonathan Bartz was once again the man with the keys 
and the one who made sure all the equipment got to 
where it needed to be so classes and demos could 
come off without a hitch.  Our experiment of having a 
limited number of Friday evening classes certainly put 
more pressure on Jon and all the volunteers.  And it 
all came together like clock-work.  At the end of the 
event Jonathan and his crew got back to business 
directing the loading and clean-up of the facility in re-
cord time.  Did you know that after everyone leaves 
Jonathan and others are still there sweeping and 

blowing out all the sawdust from the building?  That’s 
dedication! 

Don Fluker made sure we ate well at lunch each day.  
The menu seems to have become a tradition with a 
wonderful BBQ lunch on Saturday and catfish fried 
on-site for Sunday lunch.  

Esteban Churin was the one who made sure we all 
had plenty to drink all weekend long.  Esteban helped 
out in a variety of other ways as well during the event. 

Sandy Peck handled the setup of the wonderful Instant 
Gallery.  This year we saw the addition of a desig-
nated area for class member projects to be displayed 
so that everyone could see what had been done in 
the various classes.  A lot of great work was display in 
that area. 

Lane Bradford took care of making sure those who 
were on-site for setup on Friday were all fed a light 
dinner.  He also made sure we had doughnuts each 
morning.  Lane’s other job as club President made 
him the center point for questions and decisions as 
we went through the entire planning and event deliv-
ery process.  Way to go Mr. President! 

 
We had a fantastic group of instructors this year teaching 
a variety of techniques and project at all skill levels.  
There were 22 instructors in all.  Each of them put a great 
amount of time and effort into preparing for their class/
demo and then executed with gusto and grace at the 
event.  There is so much work that goes into all of that 
and this group of instructors made it look so easy.  But it’s 
far from that.  We are truly blessed to have so many mem-
bers willing to share their knowledge and skills and devote 
their time and effort to helping other members learn and 
have fun turning. 
 
The instructors for the 2017 event are listed below in the 
order of their class/demo, mostly.  The numbers following 
some of the names indicate the number of classes/
demos/presentations the instructor led. 
 

 
 
A huge Thank You to all the 2017 Retreat instructors!  
We couldn’t have the Retreat without all of you doing what 
you do so well.  Well, maybe with the exception of that 
last guy on that list. 
 

Scott Haddix (3)  Andy Chen  Janice Levi 

Fog Tanner (5)  Dave Mueller (2)  Don Fluker 

Marty Kaminsky 
(2) 

Pete Copeland 
(3) 

Glenn Ashley 

Scott Njaa  Paul Millo (3)  John Schlobohm 

Reggie Keith  Ed Peine (2)  Dave Greenawalt 

Tom Irven  Dennis Ford (2)  Delbert Pond 

Steve LeGrue 
(2) 

Bill Lewis  George Kabacin-
ski 

Larry Zarra  Ric Taylor    

Continued on page 4 
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There are a few that are deserving of special recognition.  
Fog Tanner led 5 sessions!!  He, along with Paul Millo, 
taught a group of 12 in the New Turner Track.  In addition, 
Fog led a class on Friday evening and a great demo on 
Saturday evening.  He is probably in need of a vacation at 
this point.  Scott Haddix, Pete Copeland and Paul Millo 
each led three sessions.  That’s a serious amount of com-
mitment.  Additionally five other instructors led two ses-
sions: Marty Kaminsky, Steve LeGrue, Dave Mueller, 
and Dennis Ford all names that most members will rec-
ognize as individuals who are each highly committed to 
sharing of their time and talents and profoundly dedicated 
to furthering the art and craft of wood-turning.  Please join 
me in giving each of these individuals a heart-felt THANK 
YOU. 
 
Somewhere in all this were all the other GCWA board 
members.  Every one of them had some part in the Re-
treat and they also deserve a round of applause.  The 
other board members not already mentioned include Don 
Stocking who handles scheduling and communications 
with Lone Star Convention Center and Montgomery 
County Fairgrounds Association.  Rene Gonzalez who 
handles all the money and makes sure the board receives 
all the details in his monthly reports and annual budget 
preparations.  Walter Mooney who had a good deal to do 
with the creation of the instructor and team lead Thank 
You gifts this year; and Reggie Keith who helped behind 
the scenes and providing guidance and consul as Past 
President for the 2016 – 2017 term. 
 
Special thanks go out to John Weber who made sure the 
A/V system was up and running whenever it was needed 
during the event.  John and his volunteer group do a lot 
for us at all the meetings.  He is one of the many who 
make very complicated tasks look so easy because they 
come off so well. 
 
This year we provided a very small token of appreciation 
and acknowledgement of our instructors and team leads 
with a commemorative scratch awl.  Each awl had in-
cluded a medallion with the club logo and the event name 

and year.  A number of our members contributed sup-
plies, time, effort and talent to making the 39 commemo-
rative scratch awls.  Here’s where it would be easy to 
leave someone out so I’m really go to try to not miss any-
one.  If I do, please forgive me as it wasn’t intentional. 
 

Doug Grissom and George Kabacinski devised the 
concept, plan and design.  George also provided the 
steel and arranged for the other supplies required for 
the project. 

Paula Haymond and Gabriella Rappaport laser en-
graved and cut the medallions. 

George Kabacinski, Walter Mooney, Shawn Pachl-
hofer, Mike Myers and Dave Maulsof cut, ground 
and finished the steel. 

Karen Mooney, wife of Walter Mooney, arranged for 
the heat treating of the steel awls which saved an im-
mense amount of time and effort. 

Paula Haymond, Lane Bradford, Walter Mooney, 
Dave Mausolf and Scott Haddix turned and finished 
the awl handles. 

Greg Gonsalves, Walter Mooney and George Kaba-
cinski handled the final assembly just in time for dis-
tribution by Lane Bradford at the Retreat. 

 
The team also produced a couple ‘extras’ (less the event 
medallion) that found their way into the Retreat Raffle as 
Awl Kits for members to make.  Who knows, there may 
even be one or two kits that show up in future monthly 
meeting raffles. 
 
All-in-all, it was a challenging and very satisfying project.  
It was a great demonstration of a team effort and a won-
derful way for the club to acknowledge those who put so 
much into the 2017 Retreat. 
 
Would you believe the 2018 Retreat is already in the plan-
ning stage?  Don Stocking has arranged the dates with 
Lone Star Convention Center (LSCC) staff.  LSCC is the 
group that manages the Montgomery County Fairgrounds.  
Certain aspects of that is also handled by and coordinated 
with the Montgomery County Fair Association.  So here’s 
to the start of the 2018 Retreat effort. 

Continued from page 3 

THANK YOU! 
By George Kabacinski 

 
In preparing for the 2017 Retreat I had several members 
assist in getting things together, packing the truck at my 
shop and at the club’s storage site and then unloading at 
the Retreat.  At the end of the event we reversed it with 
organizing stuff for packing the truck, getting everything 
loaded and then unloaded on Sunday and Monday morn-
ing.  Plus there was more help in getting everything back 
in place and ready for Open Shop on Tuesday evening.  It 
was a lot of work and there were so many folks involved it 
is not even remotely possible for me to name names. 
 

Over the years, I’ve received a lot of credit for supporting 
the Retreat with equipment and supplies.  All that’s some-
thing I am pleased do to in an effort to give back for so 
much that I’ve learned through my association with the 
many fine members and visitors at our events as well as 
individualized guidance I’ve benefited from over the years.  
But none of that would be possible without all the many 
volunteers who help pack, transport, and unpack all that 
‘stuff’ every year. 
 
To everyone who helped this year THANK YOU!!! 
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HOW Classes 
By George Kabacinski 

 
With the 2017 Retreat behind us we can now focus 
more attention on the on-going Hands-On Workshop 
offerings.  For those who may not be familiar with this 
program, GCWA conducts a variety of one-day and 
two-day classes for members on a variety of turning 
related topics.  Most of the class offerings are hands-
on turning.  Some do not involve turning in class but 
may focus on learning various enhancement skills, tool 
making and other useful skills for the turner.  The 
classes are taught at a member’s shop by members 
from within GCWA.  Occasionally we will bring in a re-
gional turner to teach a class. 
 
The HOW classes are conducted throughout the year 
with topics and dates announced in the monthly news-
letter, on our website and at our general meetings.  
Generally, the registration fee is $45 per student class 
day.  Some classes may have a higher registration fee 
to cover special costs and are so noted in the class 
description.  Classes are open to all skill levels unless 
specifically noted.  Registration can be done at the 
general meeting or by sending a check (made payable 
to GCWA) to George Kabacinski at PO Box 371, Cy-
press 77410.  For questions or additional information e-
mail GCWA.HOW@gmail.com 
 
Scheduled Classes Open for Registration: 
 
Saturday, June 3, 2017 - 
John King, Jr. - Turning a 
Three-Sided Bowl.  Some 
might call this a winged 
bowl on a stand.  I call this 
a pretty cool project.  It has 

been said a picture is worth a thousand words.  So 
check out the accompanying photo for a glimpse at this 
terrific and challenging project.  There are several slots 
available.  So sign up soon.  This class will be for turn-
ers at a strong intermediate or advanced skill level. 
 
Saturday/Sunday, October 14/15, 2017 - Paula Hay-
mond - Enhancement:  Design and Execution. Paula is 
a multi-media artist and sought after instructor.  She 
has presented at symposia and has taught at clubs and 
events across the county.  This two-day class will dis-
cuss how to develop your own enhancement designs 
and execute the design using pyrography branding and 
airbrush coloring.  Past class work/experience with py-
rography and air brushing is a pre-requisite for this 
class as is bringing a pyrography unit and working air 
brush to class.  This two-day class will have a registra-
tion fee of $90. 
 
Additional 2017 Classes to be Scheduled: 
 
Tom Irven - Hand Chased Threads in Corian.  A re-
quest was made in Tom’s last box class to include this 
class in the 2017 schedule and based on that level of 
interest this class should be more than half filled al-
ready!  Don’t wait to sign up if you have an interest in 
hand chased threading of Corian inserts for your turn-
ing projects. 
 
Dennis Ford - Something Interesting.  Sound like a 
different kind of class?  Who knows, we sure don’t.  
Dennis has agreed to teach again in 2017.  We just 
need to come together on a topic, and date.  Dennis’ 
classes area is always enlightening and fun.  So we 
can only expect more of the same with his 2017 offer-
ing. 
 

Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 
$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 

needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE:  A Steel City and a Jet 10-14 lathes.  The 
Steel City has a homemade stand and the Jet does not.  
Both run very well and are in good condition, and are 5-
speed.  $200.00 each or best offer.  Contact Thomas 
Irven, trirven@sbcglobal.net (713) 666-6881 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

Continued on page 7 
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Save The Date!!! 
By George Kabacinski 

 
The tentative dates for the GCWA 2018 Retreat 
are March 9, 10, and 11, 2018.  That’s a bit earlier 
than we’ve had in the past.  It should be a bit cooler 
which will be nice for everyone who helps with load-
ing lathes and other equipment into cars, trailers, 
and trucks as well as unloading when they get 
home.  And we don’t have to deal with conflicts of 
graduations, Easter weekend, Mother’s Day or Fa-
ther’s Day.  Alas, we will have to deal with the Day-
light Savings Time change that Sunday.  We’ll be 
sure to remind everyone Saturday evening. 
 

GCWA has an extraordinary arrangement for the 
use of the Exhibit Halls at the Montgomery County 
Fairgrounds for our annual Retreat.  And the County 
has continued to make substantial improvements to 
the buildings.  This means they are doing a better 
job of renting the space and generating revenue.  
That’s great.  It also means that dates available for 
our use are becoming more limited.  That, combined 
with the need to avoid graduation time and holidays, 
means that we have less choice in our dates for the 
Retreat.  Being flexible with the dates is something 
we will need to adjust to as the years go by. 
 
Well, that’s the long story.  The point is MARK 
YOUR CALENDARS for Mach 9, 10, & 11, 2018 so 
you can be assured to have those dates available for 
the event. 

2017 Retreat 
By Nell Wheeler 

I had a blast at the retreat and I’m so impressed that 
a group of volunteers can put on such an incredible 
event.  n case you weren’t able to attend, well, it is a 
magical event and I’m going to try to give a little fla-
vor of the weekend. 
 
But first a giant thank you to the organizers, to the 
instructors, and to every individual who pitched in 
where she/he saw a need and made the magic hap-
pen.  Such patience, so many many details, it’s the 
countless hours before, during, and after that make 
such a tremendous event possible.  We have a lot of 
incredible talent in this club – on many levels, from 
technical ability to artistic expression, to organizing 
people and stuff and communications and time, and 
it’s clear there’s a wide range of experience putting 
on this event. 
 
Speaking of talent, the instructors are so generous 
with their talents and time, organizing props and 
wood and handouts and fixtures, and then dealing 
with equipment and everything that crops up once 
the class begins – again, thanks!  Having a whole 
year of turning under my belt, at times I feel like I’m 
only learning more about how much I don’t know, 
which gives me a deep appreciation for the patience 
of every instructor. 
 
This year the new turner corner was full, and that’s 
gratifying to see – welcome to every one of you.  
Fresh ideas and fresh excitement, hope you got as 
much out of it as I did last year.  We all start some-
where.  So keep practicing and don’t be shy.  Every-
one is looking forward to seeing what you will bring 
to show and tell. 

 
I took the goblet class with Andy Chen, spindle dupli-
cation with Dennis Ford, and coffee scoops with 
Dave Greenawalt, and looked over people’s shoul-
ders in many of the other classes, of course.  All the 
sessions I participated in were well-organized and 
very useful, and although each class seemed too 
brief, we covered a lot of ground in each one. 
 
Andy covered form and design, plus orderly progres-
sion of the process and tool control, not to mention a 
miniature goblet at the end of it – how fantastic.  
Even had time to redesign the goblet when my initial 
idea didn’t work out.  Spindle duplication surprised 
me; just four repetitions under Dennis’ watchful di-
rection dramatically increased my ability to visualize 
the piece and make it happen (until I took out my 
skew, that is – the fifth one was, shall we say, 
unique).  And then the coffee scoop built on both 
classes, understanding design parameters and turn-
ing a specific item on two axes with a donut chuck.  
Dave kept us focused on completing each task and I 
got to use a burning wire for the first time. Cool. 
 
Lots of classes out there I wish I could have taken as 
well, but hey, something to look forward to next year.  
Sessions on Friday evening seemed like a great 
idea even though I couldn’t make it this time, but 
maybe next, especially if there is a sharpening clinic 
before the classes begin ... just sayin’. 
 
As always, a terrific raffle.  I fear we’re getting 
spoiled by the top-notch crew who wrangle up all the 
prizes.  And snacks! And lunch!  Can you ask for 
anything more?  In fact, if there was a weak point in 
the retreat I sure didn’t see it. 
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Rene Gonzalez - Staved Construction Kaleidoscope – 
Rene is working on the class plan to potentially get this 
down to a one-day class.  We look forward to having a 
date for the fall time class fairly soon. 
 
Scott Haddix - A few months back Scott did a club 
demo on how he makes Turned Stem Wine Glass.  
There was a lot of interest in the topic and Scott agreed 
to lead a HOW class for this project.  We expect to 
have a date set for this class soon. 
 
Dave Mueller - Dave promises to return to teach an-
other class this fall.  The class is called Back to Basics.  
Dave will start from scratch and lead the participants 
through basic sharpening, tool use and control and 
other basic skills we all need to become good turners.  
The class is intended for both new turners as well as 
those who would like a refresher or to come up to 
speed on specific basic skills they may have missed in 
their turning development. 
 
Color Theory for Woodturners - Still in the works, this 
class will focus on the basics of color theory as it ap-
plies to enhancing various turning projects.  There are 
still some details to work out on this class. 

 
The Annual Ornament Class (or two) - As in years past 
we will have another Holiday Ornament class.  Last 
year the idea was to have an advanced class and a 
class for more novice turners.  We’d still like to try for 
that in 2017.  Watch for this topic in the late fall sched-
ule. 
 
In addition to the above classes several others are be-
ing discussed and others are being considered.  It 
promises to be another year of excellent value in 
hands-on turning education featuring the skills of some 
of our club’s finest turners and artists. 
 
To register for classes, send a check for the registra-
tion fee ($45 per class day payable to GCWA) to 
George Kabacinski at PO Box 371, Cypress, TX 77410 
 
We are working on a variety of other classes for the 
2017 HOW program.  If you have any suggestions or 
requests, please send them along to 
GCWA.HOW@gmail.com  Where possible we will in-
clude your input into future classes.  And, of course, if 
you’d like to volunteer to teach one of the HOW class 
offerings we want to talk with you. 

Continued from page 5, HOW Classes 

Members in the News 
 

Ric Taylor 
 

Ric has a piece in Small Treasures 2017 at Wood 
Symphony, http://www.woodsymphony.com/
smalltreasures.html.  Congratulations, Ric. 
 

Janice Levi 
 

Janice was invited by Chi-
cago Woodturners to do an 
all-day demonstration and 
teach classes for three 
days on pyrography and 
jewelry at the end of April. 
 

Andy Chen 
 

Andy was invited by the East Texas Woodturners to 
teach three days of classes and do an all-day demo on 
turning finials, May 10 - 13. 

My First Retreat 
By Leslie Ravey 

 
The retreat was above and beyond my expectations!!  
The retreat was so very well organized and I appreciate 
all of the hard work that went into it.  For a beginner I 
was given a lot of attention and learned so much!  Paul 
and Fog were very patient with us all and very thor-
ough.  I look forward to seeing you all soon. 

Empty Bowls 
Doug Grissom 

 
Empty Bowls received 26 bowls at the retreat.  This 
makes a total of 205 bowls.  We need 45 more to meet 
our goal for this year.  The last Gcwa meeting to turn 
your bowls in is May 20.  That is also the last day to 
receive your raffle tickets. 
 
Get to turning and bring those finished and signed 
bowls to meet our goal. 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 

 

Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Luna Ford ---------- (281) 476-4159 
 

Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the Retreat  

More pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor, Shelly Cabezas 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2017 general meet-
ings will be held at the Mendenhall Community 
Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of West-
view Dr 

 

May 20, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 5, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 17, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 22 - 25, 2017 ~ AAW Symposium ~ Kansas City, 
MO 

 

July 3, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 15, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 7, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 19, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

August 25 - 27 ~ SWAT Symposium, Waco, TX 
 

September 5, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

September 16, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

October 2, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

October 14, 2017 ~ Fall Picnic ~ 9:00AM - 2:00PM 
 
November 6, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

November 18, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

May Meeting 

May Meeting Program 

Jigs and Fixtures 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Lane Bradford - President 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

Shawn Pachlhofer - Vice President 
(713) 702-3483 
shawnpac@gmail.com 

 

Reggie Keith - Past President 
(281) 496-9876 
reggie.keith@hoover-keith.com 

 

Don Stocking - Secretary 
(936) 856-8601 
donstocking@suddenlink.net 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 
 

Walter Mooney – Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@Trademarkconst.com 

 

Dave Greenawalt- Board Member 
(936) 524-6610 
dkgreenawalt@gmail.com 

 

Glenn Ashley - Board Member 
(281) 762-2650 
gaka80@gmail.com 

Scott Haddix - Board Member and 
Website Creative Director 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech 
Director/Forum Administrator 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andychentx@gmail.com 

Mendenhall Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 



Internet Websites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Segmented Woodturners: http://segmentedwoodturners.org 
Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 

More Woodturning Magazine: http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/ 
Hearne Hardwoods Inc: http://www.hearnehardwoods.com/index.html 

Gilmer Wood Company: https://www.gilmerwood.com/ 
Cook Woods: https://cookwoods.com/ 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Center for Art in Wood: http://www.centerforartinwood.org/ 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
George Kabacinski 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2015 GCWA 


