
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Hello fellow turners!  I'm counting the days till our Novem-
ber meeting day demo with Stuart Batty.  He not only is a 
very respected turner and 
teacher but a showman as 
well.  I'm sure he will wow us 
with his turning expertise and 
keep us entertained from 
start to finish.  Let's pack the 
room and give him a warm 
Houston welcome. 
 
How about those Astros!  
They finally did it - way to go!  
We can now get back into 
our shop/studios and do 
some serious turning.  With 
Christmas coming we need 
to get some ornaments 
turned for our annual ex-
change at our December 
meeting.  They make great 
keepsakes for family and 
friends as well.  I know a 
turner in Deer Park who is so proud of her collection that 
she keeps the "tree" up year round to show them off. 
 
I'm sorry to report that Bill Berry had a fire at his house 
this last week.  He and Linda are OK but Bill lost a lot of 
precious (his words not mine) turning stock that he had 
been hoarding.  I provided him with a burn barrel and 
Linda proceeded to incinerate all his ugly and cracked 
bowl blanks.  I won't tell you how old the wood was but I 
was surprised that petrified wood would burn. 
 
Seriously, cull your wood stack for a good piece of wood 
and get it on the lathe. That work of art won't materialize if 
you don't turn it. 
 
Please be careful and make some shavings, 
 
 

Greg Gonsalves 
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Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 

$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 
multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

Retreat Instructors are in Big 
Demand 

By Ed Peine 
 

The 2018 Retreat is getting closer.  A total of 27 volunteer 
instructors are needed to each teach a 3 hour class. 
 
The good news is that 19 of your fellow GCWA members 
have already signed on to teach one session.  But we 
need 8 more to make this year’s retreat a success. 
 
If you have already volunteered to teach I will contact you 
shortly to discuss a description of your class and your 
specific wood needs for your class.   Yes, the Club will 
provide the wood needed to teach your class. 
 
If you have not yet volunteered to teach it is not too late.  
Do not be shy.  Surely each of you has some woodwork-
ing skill, technique or project that you could share with 6 
fellow members.  Now is the time to think about your spe-
cial project that you can share and teach the rest of us.  
The good thing is you can pick your subject or project.  If 
you are interested in instructing a class please call me 
(832 289 0659) or see me at the meeting this Saturday.  
No reasonable project or subject will be refused!!  If you 
want to teach it we will find a time slot for you. 
 
Now is your opportunity to give back a little to your club 
and you will take away a valuable experience in return. 

GCWA Open Shop Night 
By George Kabacinski 

 

Hopefully you open your e-mail and read the newsletter 
to see the date for the November Open Shop Night.  And 
in case you missed it here’s a list of the upcoming Open 
Shop Night dates so that you can mark them in your cal-
endar or put them in your e-gadget.  Set a reminder so 
you won’t forget!  It’s always the second Tuesday of the 
month. 
 
November 2017 – 14th 
December 2017 – 12th 
January 2018 – 9th 
February 2018 – 13th 
March 2018 – 13th 
April 2018 – 10th 
 
Where?  The usual places in Montgomery, San Leon and 
Cypress. 
 
SPECIAL NOTE FOR NOVEMBER meeting in the south-
east area of metro Houston.  Pete Copeland will be host-
ing the meeting normally held at Marty’s Kaminsky’s 
place in San Leon.  Pete has sent out an e-mail to those 
who typically attend the meeting at Marty’s.  If you didn’t 
get the e-mail or are not a regular at the meeting and 
would like to attend please contact Pete at 
geos66@central.uh.edu for details on location and 
agenda. 

November Meeting 
Special Meeting Format 

By George kabacinski 
 
The November GCWA meeting will be a special Demo 
Day format.  We will forgo the show-and tell and raffle 
segments of the meeting to get the most time for our spe-
cial demonstrator, Stuart Batty. 
 
The doors should open at 8:00 a.m. and the Demo will 
begin at 8:30 a.m.  That is earlier than our typical meet-
ings.  This is to allow for the most time with Stuart.  Be 
sure to arrive early to claim your seat! 
 

There will be a short break for lunch.  It is suggested that 
you consider bringing your lunch to avoid missing part of 
the demo when the afternoon session begins. 
 
The demo will wrap up at 2:30 p.m. and we must be out of 
the building by 3:00 p.m.  That means will need folks to 
stick around after the demo and help with packing and 
clean-up.  We always leave the room neat and clean 
when we leave.  This is a requirement for us to continue 
to use this great facility for our meetings.  So please don’t 
run off after the demo.  Lend a hand and help with the 
clean up so we can all leave on time. 
 
GCWA will provide coffee and doughnuts for the morning.  
There will be extra water and sodas to carry us through 
the afternoon session as well. 
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HOW Classes 
By George Kabacinski 

 

Classes have really picked up this fall.  October 28th we 
had a Kaleidoscope class with Rene Gonzalez.  It’s was 
packed with a lot of great information that Rene was will-
ing to share freely.  On November 4th we have a Back to 
Basics class with Dave Mueller.  My impression is that it 
was a great success.  It’s seldom that I hear back from 
students following a class.  But in this case, I received an 
e-mail back from half the class with very positive com-
ments on the class!  Many thanks to both Rene and Dave 
for the considerable time and effort that they put into plan-
ning, preparing, and leading these classes! 
 
At this point we have only one more class scheduled in 
the 2017 program.  All the remaining classes that we 
planned and/or postponed in 2017 will be moved to the 
developing 2018 schedule.   
 
2017 Scheduled Classes Open for Registration: 
 
Saturday, December 2, 
2017 - Dennis Ford – Pie 
Crust Bowl – Dennis had a 
cool looking bowl in the Gal-
lery at SWAT.  He called it a 
pie crust bowl.  From the 
looks of it I’d guess it involves 
some turning and some carving.  Dennis is a very popular 
instructor in the GCWA HOW program and even before 
this class announcement we already have a paid registra-
tion!  This class is nearly full.  Don’t wait any longer to get 
your registration in for this unique project class. 
 
2018 Classes to be Scheduled: 
 
Scott Haddix – Turned 
Stem Wine Glass.  
Scott’s class will walk 
through the process to 
cut the stem from an 
off-the-shelf wine glass, 
turn the stem to match 
and affix the glass to 

the newly turned stem.  There will be a modest material 
fee to cover the cost of the glasses and wood.  There are 
only a couple of slots still open for this class.  So send in 
your registration soon if you want to be part of it. 
 
Instructor TBD – Fridge Magnet with Inlay.  This one 
has me baffled.  A FREE class for any skill level and not 
one person has signed up!  We’ll wait a little longer but it 
is likely this will be cancelled.   Don’t despair.  Discussions 
are underway to replace this with a really cool class that is 
bound to fill up quickly.  We’ll pop out an e-mail blast as 
soon as the details are arranged.  
 
Tom Irven – Hand Chase Threads in Corian.  A request 
was made in Tom’s last box class to include this class in 
the 2017 schedule and based on that level of interest this 
class should be more than half filled already!  Don’t wait 
to sign up if you have an interest in hand chased thread-
ing of Corian inserts for your turning projects. 
 
Color Theory for Woodturners – Still in the works, this 
class will focus on the basics of color theory as it applies 
to enhancing various turning projects.  There are still 
some details to work out on this class. 
 
2018 Holiday Ornament Class (or two) – As in years 
past we will have another Holiday Ornament class.  Last 
year the idea was to have an advanced class and a class 
for more novice turners.  We’d still like to try for that in 
2017.  Watch for this topic in the late fall schedule. 
 
 
To register for classes, send a check for the registration 
fee ($45 per class day payable to GCWA) to George 
Kabacinski at PO Box 371, Cypress, TX 77410 
 
A number of additional classes are being considered for 
the 2018 program.  Your input on class interests and po-
tential instructors is always appreciated.  If you have any 
suggestions or requests, please send them along to 
GCWA.HOW@gmail.com  Where possible we will include 
your input into future classes.  And, of course, if you’d like 
to volunteer to teach one of the HOW class offerings we 
want to talk with you. 

GCWA Meeting Presentations 
By George Kabacinski 

 

November 18, 2017 – Demo Day with Stuart Batty 
 

This will be another full Demo Day format meeting.  We 
will not have a show-and-tell or a raffle.  We have ar-
ranged for access to the building Friday evening and we 
should be able to have the room pretty much set up and 
ready to kick off the Saturday Demo Day bright and 
early.  Stuart’s demo will begin at 8:30 and end at 2:30. 
We must have the room totally cleaned up and be out 
the door by 3:00.  We will have a short break for lunch.  

Given the limited time for lunch you may want to bring 
your own lunch. 

 
December 16, 2017 – Annual Ornament Exchange, Rat-
tlesnake Whistle, John Chatelain 
 

With all the activities of the December meeting including 
the annual ornament exchange and the very special 
year-end raffle we will have a slightly shortened time for 
the demo portion of the meeting.  However, the demo 
John will be giving is sure to entice most everyone in 
the audience to run out the shop/studio/garage upon 

Continued on page 4 
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Stuart Batty – Special Demon-
strator 

November Demo Day and 
Hands-On Classes 

By George Kabacinski 
 

After months of talking about it the time has finally arrived!  
The November meeting is just days away and Stuart 
Batty will be with us here in Houston.  The November 
meeting will be a Demo Day format.  The demo will begin 
at 8:30 a.m. – yes, that’s earlier than our typical meeting.  
We will have a short break for those who wish to grab a 
bit to eat (or brought their lunch).  Following lunch, we’ll 
have more time with Stuart and wrap up the demo at 2:30 
pm.  Please do not run off as soon as the demo wraps up!  
We need to pack up and completely clean the room and 
exit the building by 3:00 pm.  That means we need every-
one to pitch in and ensure we meet the required exit time 
with the room totally cleaned up. 
 
Several fortunate members have booked private or semi-
private sessions with Stuart while he is in town.  For the 
rest of us we have the group hands-on classes.  At pre-
sent the classes are filled.  If you are interested in attend-
ing one please contact me and I’ll keep your name on a 
wait list just in case an opening should occur. 
 
Here are the scheduled classes ….. 
 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 – One-day Tech-
niques Class ($155).  This class will cover the 
same techniques at the two-day class but in a 
much more compressed format. 

Thursday/Friday, November 16/17, 2017 – Two-day 
Techniques Class ($310).  This is a comprehen-
sive class covering Stuart’s techniques for both 
spindle and faceplate turning.  A great way to 
learn from one of the very best in turning today. 

If you would like to be on a wait list for either class 
send an e-mail to GCWA.HOW@gmail.com.  Be 
sure to include your name, your class interest and 
a good contact phone number. 

 
If you missed the previous newsletters and are not al-
ready familiar with Stuart, here’s a bit of background infor-
mation on Stuart. 
 
Stuart Batty is a third generation woodturner.  He began 
his production turning at the age of 16 in his father’s stu-
dio.  By the age of 18 he was employed at the largest 
turning supplier in England and soon became an in-house 
instructor and demonstrator.  He hasn’t stop since then! 
 
During his 34 years of turning Stuart has taught over 
3,000 amateur and professional turners.  He has demon-
strated and taught classes for more than 180 AAW Chap-
ters in 12 countries and throughout the US. 
 
Stuart’s style is highly influenced by his history in spindle 
turning with precise cuts and sharp detail.  He uses very 
simple tools very effectively to create both functional and 
artistic turnings.  His artwork is displayed in collections 
across the globe including the White House collection. 
 
Stuart will wow us with his skills and entertain us with his 
wit and enthusiasm for making turning fun and fulfilling.  
This is a fantastic opportunity to see a highly sought after 
turner and educator right here in Houston – you don’t 
want to miss it! 

getting home and give this project a try.  Who wouldn’t 
want a whistle to summon rattle snakes?  OK, that’s not 
exactly the project.  It is a cool little project and one that 
all the grandparents can take on with visiting youngins’ 
over the holiday though.  This will be John’s first club 
demo so I hope everyone can make the meeting to 
cheer him on. 

 
January 20, 2018 – Acrylic Pens – What You Need To 
Know, John Schlobohm 
 

John has been using casting resin for some time now.  
He’s taken ribbons for several of his pens and other pro-
jects in our show-and-tell.  He’s spent a lot on Alumilite 
and has accumulated a good knowledge in the area.  At 
our January meeting John will share some dos and 
don’ts of working with casting, making and turning 
acrylic pens and more. 

 
February 17, 2018 – Scroll Chuck Maintenance and Some 
Turning, Paul Judkins 

 
Paul is the owner, chief engineer, and sales force for 
Chuck’s Plus of San Antonio.  He is also an avid turner 
and demonstrator.  Paul designed the line of Bulldog 
chucks that has become a very popular line of products.  
In this demo Paul will share his tips and techniques for 
maintaining scroll chucks.  Time permitting, he will also 
share one of his favorite turning projects. 

 
March 17, 2018 – The Return of Kai Muenzer, at least for 
a day 
 

For those who have been around the club for a few 
years you may remember Kai as one of the most crea-
tive turners in our midst.  A couple years ago Kai moved 
up to the cold country – real cold, as in Canada.  Kai 
has continued to evolve as a turner and artist and has 
presented to clubs in his new home country.  In March 
he will return to teach a class at the 2018 Retreat and to 
present at our March meeting.  What’s the topic?  Well, 
that’s still being determined, but it’s sure to be creative 
and interesting. 

Continued from page 3 
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Making Kaleidoscope with Rene 
by Scott Haddix 

 

I feel very fortunate I was one of the people able to take 
the Stave Construction Kaleidoscope class that Rene 
taught on October 28th. 
 

I cannot even begin to discuss the class without first ex-
pressing my appreciation for the tremendous amount of 
prep work that Rene put into this class.  I’ve attended 
more than my fair share of HOW classes over the last 3 
years or so that I’ve been in the club, and this one un-
doubtedly had the most work beforehand by an instructor 
of any I’ve seen, hands down.  Rene, I was in awe of how 
much time and effort you put into this class on behalf of 
your students.  Thank you. 
 

Rene also shared his own journey in learning how to turn 
a kaleidoscope.  Unlike the wood turning community, that 
community jealously guards their secrets (to protect their 
income streams, undoubtedly).  We were fortunate to 
learn from Rene without having to go to the same efforts 
as he has to learn the applicable skills and techniques. 
 

The class was originally going to be for two-day that in-
cluded the table saw work to go from dimensioned lumber 
to staves that would be glued up for the body and end 
pieces.  However, Rene reworked it to a single day class 
with some instruction on how to do the staves, but the 
class turning was done with body and end pieces that 
Rene had prepared and glued beforehand.  Rene pro-
vided staves that we glued up in the morning for practice, 
but these pieces we could take home for doing our sec-
ond kaleidoscopes. 
 

The woodturning part of this project consisted of four pri-
mary turned wood pieces: 
 Eye Cap that fits over the end of the body with an 

internal lens cap 
 9” body that covers most of the mirror 

 3” end piece that holds the objective with colored bits 

 Inset end piece to hold objective in place 

In addition to these wood pieces, this kaleidoscope model 
includes preparing: 
 3 mirrors at 60 degree angles (special mirrors re-

quired, pre-cut by Rene) 
 Large sealed bearing for mechanical connection be-

tween body and end for smooth operation 
 Objective (container, colored bits, silicone fluid) 

 

By far, the most challenging and technically demanding 
part of this project was the series of stepped tenons and 
mortises required to fit the sealed bearing to both the 
body and the end piece, such that the outer ring of the 
bearing can be epoxied to the end piece, the inner ring 
epoxied to a tenon on the body, and so that neither the 
end piece nor the body sections rub against the side of 
the bearing, to ensure a very smooth operation. 
 

Once most all of the turning was done, we spent some 
time assembling the mirrors and putting together a series 
of colorful bits and bobs for the objective, and filling with 
silicon fluid. 
 

I think I speak for the entire class when I say that this pro-
ject was more complex than any of us had expected going 
in, with more steps, more specialized tools to facilitate the 
glass work, 
and more 
care and 
forethought 
than was 
realized be-
forehand.  
We took a 
short lunch, 
and still did 
not leave the 
class until 
nearly 7:30 that night, with projects nearly ready for final 
assembly. 
 

I really enjoyed the class and the project.  I look forward 
to turning more kaleidoscopes in the future. 

Help Wanted (Needed) 
Setup for November Meeting 

By George Kabacinski 
 

The November meeting will be a demo day format and 
will begin earlier than our normal meetings. 
 

To be able to pull this off we must setup for the meeting 
on Friday evening.  We need several folks to help with 
that effort.  This typically only takes 1 to 1.5 hours if we 
have enough help. 
 

Greg Gonsalves is coordinating this activity.  He can be 
reached at (936) 447-9310 or the4gonzos@aol.com  
Please reach out to Greg for details and times. 
 

In advance, thank you for helping to make our special 
November demo day a success!! 

Members in The News 
 

Janice Levi 
 
Janice has been invited by the Ohio Valley Woodturners 
to demo/teach how to make ornaments and finials next 
weekend.  She’s been a busy girl, traveling all over the 
country doing demos and teaching classes.  Way to go, 
Janice.  We’ll miss you at the meeting. 
 

Jerry Bennett 
 
Jerry has been invited to have a one-man art exhibition in 
Huntsville next April.  Congratulations, Jerry.  Stay tuned 
for the show details. 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL OCTOBER SHOW & TELL 

Judges: Janice Levi and Paul Millo 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – Greg Gonsalves 
 

 
Mesquite 
hollow 
form 

3rd Place – Bill Pottorf 

 
 

Nested ash 
bowls 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Larry Baron 
 
 

Walnut 
hollow 
form 

Intermediate Category 

2nd Place – Gary Rock 
 
 
Spalted 
pecan 
bowl 

3rd Place – George Kabacinski 
 
 
 

Maple 
platter 

Enhanced Category 

 

1st Place – Gary Rock 
 

 
 
Indian 
bowl 

1st Place – Jim Keller 
 

 
Mesquite 
wheels 

 

 

 

3rd Place – Larry Baron 
 
 

Lidded box 

Judges Beginner’s Category  

2nd Place – Don Johnson 
 

 
Box elder 
box 

2nd Place – Don Fluker 
 
 
Peace 
pen 

Kit Category 
1st Place – John Schlobohm 

 
 
Rifle pen 

 

Best of Show 
Andy Chen 

 

Corian/
lapis 
hollow 
form 

1st Place – * 

 
Osage 
orange 
bowl 

2nd Place – John Schlobohm 

 
Rifle 
pen 

*The winner’s name 
was not recorded.  We 
apologize for the over-
sight. 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 
Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the October Meeting  

More pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Ric Taylor, Andy Chen 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2017 general meet-
ings will be held at the Mendenhall Community 
Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of West-
view Dr 

 

November 18, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
8:00AM - 3:00 PM 

 

December 4, 2017 ~ Board Meeting 
 

December 16, 2017 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

January 8, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 
 

January 20, 2018 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

February 5, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 
 

February 17, 2018 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM 
- noon 

 

February 26, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 
 

March 9-11, 2018 ~ GCWA Annual Retreat 
 

April 9, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 
 

April 21, 2018 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

May 7, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 
 

May 19, 2018 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 4, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 14 - 17, 2018 ~ AAW symposium ~ Portland, OR 
 

June 16, 2018 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

November Meeting 

November Meeting Program 

Special Demo Day 
by Stuart Batty 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Greg Gonsalves 
(936) 447-9310 
the4gonzos@aol.com 

 

Ed Peine - Vice President 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 

 

Lane Bradford - Past President 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

George Kabacinski - Secretary 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 
 

Walter Mooney – Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@endbs.com 
 

Dave Greenawalt- Board Member 
(936) 524-6610 
dkgreenawalt@gmail.com 

 

Don Fluker - Board Member 
(281) 762-2650 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

Scott Haddix - Board Member and 
Website Creative Director 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech 
Director/Forum Administrator 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andychentx@gmail.com 

Mendenhall Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 



Internet Websites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Segmented Woodturners: http://segmentedwoodturners.org 
Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 

More Woodturning Magazine: http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/ 
Hearne Hardwoods Inc: http://www.hearnehardwoods.com/index.html 

Gilmer Wood Company: https://www.gilmerwood.com/ 
Cook Woods: https://cookwoods.com/ 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Center for Art in Wood: http://www.centerforartinwood.org/ 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
George Kabacinski 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2017 GCWA 


