
   

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Hello fellow turners!  I hope you're out in your shop/studio 
enjoying your tools and making shavings.  You do belong 
to one of the largest and best represented turning clubs in 
America.  You can't blame the weather for not spending 
time at the lathe.  Whether you enjoy warm or cold tem-
peratures we've had it all in the last 
month.  Please bring your latest piece 
and help fill the show-and-tell tables at 
this month's meeting.  Remember, if 
you win a ribbon you can have your 
turning proudly displayed in the GCWA 
showcase in the lobby of the Center.  
There really is a lot of good exposure 
for our craft because of this display 
case provided by Walter Mooney.  The 
Center is packed Monday through Sat-
urday with a very diverse group of visi-
tors who seem to enjoy our display. 
 
While we're on the subject of turning, please remember to 
complete your "Beads of Courage" container and bring it 
to the meeting.  The pieces of PVC pipe we took home 
were painted by different artists who are expecting their 
works of art back.  If you can't complete the boxes you still 
must bring back the PVC section so that we can return 
them. 
 
One of the main priorities for the club’s board this year 
was to have fun through turning activities and programs.  
Well it's really going to be fun for the next few months. 
George is cooking up some HOW classes for his studio.  
These classes are like a mini retreat where a small group 
gets great one on one hands-on instruction on a specific 
project. 
 
Speaking of Retreat, it's almost time for our best turning 
activity of the whole year!  The facility has been reserved, 
the food has been ordered and about 70 lathes are 
headed to Conroe.  What we need now is for some enthu-
siastic turners to register and choose which classes they 
want to attend.  There's something for everyone - if there 
isn't let us know and we'll have it next year. What else can 
I say.  A building filled with some of the greatest people 
around (turners) making shavings and having a good 
time.  It doesn't get any better than that. 
 
The national wood working show didn't get the message 
about our local economy improving with the price of oil 
rebounding so they chose to skip Houston this year.  Not 

to worry, a local businessman has stepped up again to 
put on the Texas Wood Working Show and has invited 
GCWA to headline a group of local artisans.  We'll be out 

in front and one of the first things at-
tendees will see.  We'll have an active 
demo area with shavings flying. I need 
some turners to demo and host the 
booth at the show on April 13, 14, and 
15.  Please contact me if you're inter-
ested in doing the show.  We also 
need to help promote this show with 
our fellow shop buddies and friends.  
Shopping for and looking at new tools 
is always a good thing in my mind and 
this event will be great for that.  Let’s 
help keep it going. 
 

TIMBER!! Thanks to Doug Grissom for donating a Maple 
tree for Retreat wood.  Chuck Graham, our wood provider 
for the retreat needed a few logs to process for the 
classes and Doug was tired of raking leaves in his front 
yard.  Annie his wife kept after him so he did the only logi-
cal thing and had the tree removed, end of problem.  An-
nie no longer talks to me as the tree was down and cut by 
the curb in an hour and half.  Dave Barzizza as usual got 
the Hard Hat award for doing most of the work.  He might 
be 80 something but put a chainsaw in his hand and he's 
a kid again. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Woodturning Lessons: Hands-on woodturning lessons are 
now being given by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  You 
pick the subject; learn with my tools or yours.  Oneway 
2430 and Jet 1642 lathes available.  Rates - 4 hour les-
son for GCWA Members $90.00, non members $100.00.  
Add a second person for: member $60.00, non-members 
$75.00.  Call 281-467-2866 for information or to schedule 
a lesson. 
 
INSTRUCTION: Current woodturning instructor for the 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, 
will teach beginning to advanced participants turning in 
his Bellaire Studio.  Classes will be individualized to your 
needs and tools will be available.  Learn box making 

multi-axis, spindle, and bowl turning and finishing.  Lim-
ited to 1 - 4 students. Call or e-mail Tom for pricing and 
information. 713-666-6881. trirven@sbcglobal.net. 
 
FOR SALE – DELTA 46-700 
VARIABLE SPEED WOOD 
LATHE with tool rest, stand, 
and mobile base. Also in-
cluded, but not shown in 
photo: Spindle spur drive, 
live (tail) center, knockout 
bar, and spindle wrench.  
Condition: Used, with all 
parts in good working order.  Available for inspection.  
Price: $250! FOB Don Stocking’s Home, Conroe, Texas  
Home:  936-856-8601; Cell: 936-788-4150 
 
WANTED: 6 or 8 inch jointer. Please contact Dan 
Schmoker, danwalnut1@gmail.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Woodturning related items of interest to GCWA members 

listed as a free service. 

Empty Bowls 
By Douglas Grissom 

 
The Empty Bowls event is 
on May 19, 2018 at the 
Houston Contemporary 
Craft Center.  (This is ear-
lier in the year than before.)  
At the present time, we 
have 75 bowls and we need 
200 more to reach the goal 
that we had set.  THIS 
MEANS WE REALLY NEED TO START TURNING!!!  
May 19 is our regular meeting date so the April meeting 
will be our last event to turn in bowls. 

My pleasure and honor of serving as club president will 
be ending soon. We invite you to put your hat in the ring if 
you're interested in serving on the board.  You can help 
guide the best woodturning club ever. 
 
PS, I won't be at this month’s meeting due to my son's 
wedding.  I need to attend so he doesn't get cold feet and 
change his mind.  Enjoy the demo and eat a doughnut for 
me. 
 
Turn safely, 
 
 

Greg Gonsalves 

Retreat? 
By Don Fluker 

 
What is your idea of a retreat?  Back in 1998 when I first 
joined Gulf Coast Woodturners all the members were talk-
ing about some kind of a retreat that they were getting 
ready to have. Well to be honest I was not sure about this 
because the only kind of retreat that I had ever heard of 
was something having to do with religion. I talked to some 
of the members and they assured me that it had nothing 
to do with a religion. 
 
One definition is a quiet or secluded place in which one 
can rest and relax.  Most of the turners that I talk with feel 
that woodturning is very relaxing, definitively habitual.  So 
we have this Retreat.  We have a weekend where we 
gather together in Conroe to share with fellow turners our 
knowledge and love of woodturning. 
 

We have 24 different classes for all skill levels for begin-
ners up to advanced.  That does not include the very spe-
cial novice area that is for the very new turner.  Friday and 
Saturday night after dinner there are some classes and if 
you are not interested in the classes there are a lot of 
lathes available to play on.  All this is done by our own 
members.  We also have a great raffle with a lot of great 
prizes. One is a mini lathe. 
 
You can not imagine what it is like to enter into the build-
ing where there are at least 70 lathes being used by fel-
low turners to learn or to teach Woodturning.  You are not 
going to find any place that you can go and learn as much 
about woodturning in two days for only $50 as you will at 
our Retreat and that includes two catered lunches. 
 
Let’s get the chips flying! 
 
Hope to see you there. 

Continued from page 1 
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GCWA Meeting Presentations 
By George Kabacinski 

 

February 17, 2018 – Scroll Chuck Maintenance and Small 
Box Turning, Paul Judkins 
 

Paul is the owner, chief engineer, and sales force 
for Chucks Plus of San Antonio.  Paul designed 
the line of Bulldog chucks that has become a very 
popular line of products.  He is also an avid turner 
and demonstrator.  In this demo Paul will share 
his tips and techniques for maintaining scroll 
chucks.   
 
Paul will also demonstrate his techniques for 
making a small box with nearly perfect matching 
grain.  This is a technique that can be used on a 
variety of turning projects. 

 
March 17, 2018 – Turned Drawer Cabinet, Kai Muenzer 
 

Kai will be a demonstrator 
at the AAW Symposium in 
Portland this summer.  His 
project is a Turner Drawer 
Cabinet.  This is the pro-
ject he will demo for us at 
the March meeting.  This 
is an intricate turning with 

a number of special techniques that are sure to 
be of value in your shop. 
 
For those who have been around the club for a 
few years you may remember Kai as one of the 
most creative turners in our midst.  A couple 
years ago Kai moved up to the cold country – real 
cold, as in Canada.  Kai has continued to evolve 
as a turner and artist and has presented to clubs 
in his new home country.  In March he will return 
to teach a class at the 2018 Retreat and to pre-
sent at our March meeting  
 

April 21, 2018 – Demo Day with featured artist Sally Ault 
 

Turner, demonstrator, 
educator, and artist Sally 
Ault will join us in Hous-
ton for a Demo Day at our 
April meeting.  Sally will 
be covering a couple of 
projects during her dem-
onstration and will be con-
ducting two days of 
hands-on classes.  The 
specific class tiles have 
not been locked in just 
yet. 

GCWA Open Shop Night 
By George Kabacinski 

 
I’m sure you caught the change in the article title.  No 
more can we say just Open Shop Night!  Sure, we will 
continue with the traditional Second Tuesday Open Shop 
Night events.  But now we have a daytime opportunity as 
well! 
 
Bill Lewis has worked up a new idea – a Daytime Open 
Shop.  This may not be a monthly event so you’ll need to 
watch the newsletter and listen to announcements at the 
meetings.  Bill’s first Daytime Open Shop will be Wednes-
day, February 14th.  He will get going around 9:30 am and 
indicates it will wrap up ‘before the traffic gets too bad’.  
He does not have a specific agenda for the day.  It’s up to 
the group that gathers and how this progresses will de-
pend on the level of interest. 
 
Bill is located in the Katy area.  For additional information 
drop Bill an e-mail at wwl@wwl-associates.com. 
 
Each of the three monthly Open Shop Night events has 
evolved to have its own format and a few ‘regulars’ who 
are able to participate from month to month.  Others drop 
in for a gathering when they can.  All members and 
guests are welcome to join in at any time.  Host contact 
information is available in the newsletter and on the web 
site.  Check it out and join in the fun when you can.  It’s a 

great way to meet other members, share some turning 
talk, get questions answered and maybe even get some 
time on a lathe.  There’s typically a seasoned turner or 
three to answer your questions and help you along 
 
Hopefully you open your e-mail and read the newsletter to 
see the date for the February Open Shop Night.  And in 
case you missed it here’s a list of the upcoming Open 
Shop Night dates so that you can mark them in your cal-
endar or put them in your e-gadget.  Set a reminder so 
you won’t forget!  It’s always the Second Tuesday of the 
month. 
 
Open Shop Night events: 
    February 2018 - 13th 
    March 2018 - 13th 
    April 2018 - 10th 
 
Where?  The usual places in Montgomery, San Leon and 
Cypress.   
 
And now the Daytime Open Shop in Katy!  Thank you Bill 
for opening your shop! 
 
Daytime Open Shop: 
    February 2018 – 14th, 9:30 am 
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From the Classroom 
By George Kabacinski 

 

The 2018 HOW Program got off to a quick start with Scott 
Haddix leading the Turned Stem Wine Glass class on 
January 13th.  I was not able to get out to the shop but 
from all appearances and feedback the class was a great 
success. 
 

The next scheduled HOW class will be in May.  While that 
is a ways off, it doesn’t mean that things will be dark in 
classroom.  Of course, most of the lathes, as well as a lot 
of other “stuff”, will be relocated to Conroe for use at the 
2018 Retreat.  You have signed up for the Retreat, have-
n’t you? 
 

Following the Retreat will be the hands-on classes with 
Sally Ault April 22nd and 23rd.  And the following weekend 
GCWA will be hosting the Women in Turning Retreat in 
the classroom and on the driveway.  It will be a busy time 
for sure. 
 

During the break between the Retreat and the classes 
with Sally Ault the plan is to have the floor in the wood-
shop refinished.  It has tended to get somewhat slippery 
during some of our classes and it’s high time to remedy 
that situation.  So EVERYTHING on the floor will need to 
come out of the building and the floor cleaned, acid 
etched and a new epoxy finish applied.  This time around 
a good deal more anti-slip granules will be included in the 
epoxy.  After that cures all the equipment and supplies 
can be put back in place, hopefully in a bit more of an or-
ganized manner.  It’s a big job and it needs to be done so 
we’ll have a bit of a break in classes while this is accom-
plished. 
 

Another classroom update will be new Steb drive denters 
for all the class lathes.  Over the years most of the 4 
prong drive centers have taken a beating.  After consult-
ing with a number of instructors the multi-tooth Steb drive 
center was determined to be the best overall solution for 

most of the classes.  The old 4 prong spur drives will con-
tinue to be available in the kit for each student lathe. 
 

We will also continue to host the monthly Open Shop 
Night events during all this. 
 

The next two HOW classes are: 
 

Saturday, May 12, 2018 - Tom Irven – Hand Chase 
Threads in Corian.  This is a class that was in the 
plan for 2017 and several members had signed up 
for the class.  It was too close to the 2017 Retreat 
and Tom did a similar class at that event.  A decision 
was made to postpone the HOW class.  It’s now 
back on the schedule.  Folks who previously regis-
tered will be contacted soon to see if they are able to 
make to the new date.  If so, they will be first on the 
list.  Even with that we do expect to have an open 
slot or two.  So there’s an opportunity for you to get 
registered for this class. 
 

Sunday, May 13, 2018 – Tom Irven – Offset Fini-
als.  Tom has long been known for is amazing con-
tainer creations and the awe inspiring offset finials.  
This class will delve into the design and creation of 
these magical finials without the need for a high-
dollar specialized chuck. 
 

Why not make a weekend of it and register for both 
of these fantastic classes? 
 

To register for the HOW classes, send a check for the 
registration fee ($45 per class day payable to GCWA) to 
George Kabacinski at PO Box 371, Cypress, TX 77410 
 

Your input class interests and potential instructors are 
always appreciated.  If you have any suggestions or re-
quests, please send them along to 
GCWA.HOW@gmail.com.  Where possible we will in-
clude your input into future classes.  And, of course, if 
you’d like to volunteer to teach one of the HOW class of-
ferings we want to talk with you. 

Turned Stem for Wine Glasses 
By John Chatelain 

 

I was lucky enough to attend the HOW class put on by 
Scott Haddix on Saturday, Jan 13, 2018.  We had 5 stu-
dents in the class and our president Greg Gonsalves also 
showed up to give us encouragement.  Most of you saw 
Scott’s demo of this project at the December 2016 meet-
ing.  Scott prepared extensive notes about how to execute 
this project.  These kinds of notes are very much appreci-
ated by us newer turners as we can refer back to them in 
our shops as we try and maneuver our way through the 
project at a later time.  Another thing I liked about the way 
Scott teaches is he lets you do the turning.  He won’t turn 
the project for you, he will show you and then you will per-
form the turning. 
 
Scott had prepared kiln-dried hard maple stock about 
4x4x7 inches for our project with straight grains which is 
needed to maintain the integrity and strength of the stem.  

We scored the stems of wine glasses with a triangle file 
and snapped off the base and then began to turn our 
blanks to fit the bottom of the wine globe.  Turning the 
stem to fit the globe was harder than it looks but Scott’s 
instruction made it easier.  Most people were able to ep-
oxy the globe to the stem.  I decided to finish mine at 
home so I could better finish the bottom.  Scott was very 
helpful in showing me some other turning techniques that 
will help me in all other projects. 
 
This was a great class and the only thing that could have 
made it better was for us to have a bottle of wine to test 
out our new wine glasses at the end of the class.  If you 
have never been to a HOW class you are missing out on 
one of the best things offered by GCWA.  They are held at 
George Kabacinski’s large heated and air conditioned 
shop.  Thanks George.  Also if you ever have a chance to 
go to a class taught by Scott, you will have the opportunity 
to be taught by a great instructor. 
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL JANUARY SHOW & TELL 

Judges: Susan Lewis and Nell Wheeler 

Photos:  Paul Millo 

2nd Place – John Schlobohm 
 

 
Pecan 
bowl 

3rd Place – Larry Barron 

 
Pine-
Platter 

Advanced Category 

1st Place – Lee Fox 
 

 

Acorn with 
top 

Intermediate Category 

2nd Place – Janice Levi 
 

Dolls 

3rd Place – Janice Levi 
 

 
Ash purse 

Enhanced Category 

 

1st Place – Gary Rock 
 

 
Ash bowl 

1st Place – Ric Taylor 
 
 

Box elder hollow 
form 

 

 

 

3rd Place – Darrel McDaniel 
 

Pecan 
bowl 

Beginner’s Category  

2nd Place – Paul Danna 
Cherry/
elm 
rolling 
pin 

2nd Place – Vernon Burnham 
 
Zebra-
wood 
pen 

Kit Category 
1st Place – (Anonymous) 

 
 
Pens 

 

1st Place – John Chatelain 

 
Mesquite 
Datson dog 

2nd Place – Andy Henderson 
 

Maple/
Alumilite 
bowl 

2nd Place – Walter Mooney 
 
Acrylic 
pen 
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The following members have volun-
teered to serve as Club Mentors: 

Jim Keller --------- (281) 467-2866 
Larry Zarra --------- (281) 528-9183 
By Reed ------------- (979) 830-0917 
Marty Kaminsky -- (281) 339-3297 
Thomas Irven ----- (713) 666-6881 

If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular 
piece, feel free to bring it to the meeting. 

MENTOR PROGRAM 

Snapshots from the January Meeting  

More pictures can be viewed at 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 
Photos:   Dale Barrack 
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Scheduled Meetings & Events 
Meeting dates and locations are subject to change. 

 

Except otherwise noted, all the 2018 general meet-
ings will be held at the Mendenhall Community 
Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston just north of West-
view Dr 

 

February 26, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 
 

March 9-11, 2018 ~ GCWA Annual Retreat 
 

March 17, 2018 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

April 9, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 
 

April 21, 2018 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

May 7, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 
 

May 19, 2018 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

June 4, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 
 

June 14 - 17, 2018 ~ AAW symposium ~ Portland, OR 
 

June 16, 2018 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

July 9, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 
 

July 21, 2018 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

August 6, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 
 

August 18, 2018 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 9:00AM - 
noon 

 

September 4, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 
 

September 15, 2018 ~ GCWA General Meeting ~ 
9:00AM - noon 

 

October 8, 2018 ~ Board Meeting 

February Meeting 

February Meeting Program 

Scroll Chuck Maintenance 
by Paul Judkins 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Greg Gonsalves 
(936) 447-9310 
the4gonzos@aol.com 

 

Ed Peine - Vice President 
(713) 977-9922 
epeine@comcast.net 

 

Lane Bradford - Past President 
(936) 447-9310 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 

George Kabacinski - Secretary 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Rene Gonzalez - Treasurer 
(281) 481-6415 
gonzalr@hal-pc.org 
 

Walter Mooney – Board Member 
(713) 248-6431 
wmooney@endbs.com 
 

Dave Greenawalt- Board Member 
(936) 524-6610 
dkgreenawalt@gmail.com 

 

Don Fluker - Board Member 
(281) 762-2650 
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

Scott Haddix - Board Member and 
Website Creative Director 
(281) 213-8900 
scott.haddix@gmail.com 

 

George Kabacinski - Website Tech 
Director/Forum Administrator 
(832) 349-3006 
gkabacinski@gmail.com 

 

Andy Chen - Newsletter Editor 
(979) 693-1211 
andychentx@gmail.com 

Mendenhall Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 

Please check http://www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
CALENDAR/index.html for current information on 
Local Classes. 



Internet Websites of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners: http://www.woodturner.org 

Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/turning.htm 
Wood Magazine: http://www.woodmagazine.com 

Rockler: http://www.rockler.com 
Craft Supplies, USA: http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

Segmented Woodturners: http://segmentedwoodturners.org 
Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://www.esva.net/~woodturner 

More Woodturning Magazine: http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/ 
Hearne Hardwoods Inc: http://www.hearnehardwoods.com/index.html 

Gilmer Wood Company: https://www.gilmerwood.com/ 
Cook Woods: https://cookwoods.com/ 

Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com 
Hibdon Hardwoods: http://www.hibdonhardwood.com 

Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://www.turningwood.com 
Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com 

Southwest Association of Turners: http://www.swaturners.org 
Central Texas Woodturners: http://www.ctwa.org 

Arizona Silhouette: http://www.arizonasilhouette.com 
The Center for Art in Wood: http://www.centerforartinwood.org/ 

Woodturning Online: http://www.woodturningonline.com 

Email: 
gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Website: 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Program Chair 
George Kabacinski 

Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Association 

GCWA is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners.  
GCWA meetings are usually held 
at 9:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Check the Calendar 
of Events page.  Annual dues are 
$25 due on January 1.  Dues may 
be mailed to GCWA, P.O. Box 
800214, Houston, TX 77280-0214.  
Make your check payable to 
GCWA or Gulf Coast Woodturners 
Assn. 

Copyright 2017 GCWA 


