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   President’s Corner, By Greg Gonsalves 

 

   Hello fellow turners! I hope you've been spending time in your shop/studio and have 
some items for our Show and Tell tables. The name says it all — Show and Tell. Show the 
club what you've been working on and tell us how you did it! It really is a cool experience 

to turn something and get to show it off. Don't delay.  

Get out and turn! 

   One of my last official duties for my year as club president is to nominate a fellow club 

member to receive the "Luna Ford" award. Some new members aren't aware of who 
Mr.  Ford was and what he meant to our club.  Think of a grandfather, father, brother, or friend who was willing to 
teach you all about turning. That was Luna. He had no secrets, just a wealth of turning knowledge that he was 

willing to share. It didn't make a difference if he was telling a hacker like me or a turning legend like Raffan, he 

would say, "You're doing that all wrong," and then proceed to show you the correct way. You were  lucky to get 

your tool back from him. The award now goes to a club member who promotes, supports and/or teaches turning. 
Come to the May meeting and join me in thanking a  deserving member.  Someone I've had to call on throughout 

the year and who always came through for the club. 

  We'll also be introducing  your newly elected club officers and board. When you have suggestions, ideas, or 

even gripes about the club, these are the guys that should do something about them. Get to know them and use 
them. Make them earn their pay! Wait! These guys are volunteers and don't get any compensation for their ef-

forts. A big round of applause will do nicely. They have to endure a second meeting after hours each month to 

keep the club running smoothly. 

   There  are two  special gatherings for turners in Texas. Our own Retreat has come and gone. That leaves 
SWAT in August. Registration for the event and lodging is already in full swing. Don't get left out. Make your plans 
to attend soon. I hope to see a large club presence in Waco. The turning demos are first class, the gallery is out of 

this world, the food is great, the vendors are plentiful, and the guys in the Hands-On area get lonely. 

  The June president’s challenge will be a small hollow form with a lid and a finial on top. Think Cindy Drozda. 

   A word of caution. I'm on a first name basis with my dermatologist because I couldn't be bothered with a hat 

or sunscreen when harvesting wood to turn. Let's make a good effort in our hobby to do it safely. 

  Keep making shavings,     

        Greg 

May 19th Meeting:   Dave Greenawalt on Turning Tulips 
  Does anyone remember Tiny Tim and Tiptoe Through the Tulips?  Great, but we are not doing 
any of that!  We are, however, having a presentation on Turning Tulips by Dave Greenawalt.  Dave 
had this as a class at the 2018 Retreat and it was well received.  But as you know, the Retreat classes 
are limited to six students, so not many of us had the opportunity to see Dave in action.  So Dave 

will be front and center at the May meeting showing us how to accomplish this cool project.  Think 

Spring and be sure to drop in for Dave’s presentation! 



 

     Empty Bowls   
Empty Bowls is a grassroots effort by 

artists and craftspeople in cities and 
towns across the country to feed the 
hungry in their communities. Empty 
Bowls Houston is implemented locally 

by Houston-area ceramists and artists 

working in various media, the Houston 
Center for Contemporary Craft and the Houston Food 

Bank. 

  For a minimum $25 donation, attendees have the 

pleasure of selecting a bowl from hundreds of one-of-
a-kind, hand-crafted bowls donated by Houston area 

ceramists and craft artists, then receive a simple lunch 

of soup and bread freshly prepared by the Houston 
Food Bank. Pottery and woodturning demonstrations 
and live music will be featured at the event, May 19, 

2018.. 

  The empty bowls serve as a reminder of all the 

empty bowls in our community and around the world. 

 

  Empty Bowls and GCWA 

     By Douglas Grissom 

      325 BOWLS !!!325 BOWLS !!!     
You may remember the plea in the 
April newsletter that we were FAR 

away from our 2018 goal of 200 
bowls.  Well, you responded!  The  

final total was 325 bowls, which  ex-
ceeds last year’s figure of 276 Bowls.  Thank you GCWA!  
You are the greatest! 

   One $25 bowl provides 
75 meals to people in 
need.   That's 24,375 

meals that we have 

helped the Food Bank 

provide. 
   The Food Bank thanks 

you.  Empty Bowls event 
is Saturday May 19 from 
11am to 3pm at HCCC.  In 

September 2018 I will 
start collecting bowls for 
2019---keep turning. 

 
 

Mentors and Instruction Available 
The following members have volunteered to serve as 
Club Mentors.  If you would like to have one of these indi-
viduals talk with you about a particular piece, feel free to 
bring it to the meeting. 

 Jim Keller— 281-467-2866 
 Larry Zarra — 281-528-9183 

 By Reed — 979-830-0917 
 Marty Kaminsky — 281-339-3297 
 Thomas Irven — 713-666-6881 

 
Current woodturning instructor for the Houston Cem-

ter for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, will teach begin-

ning to advanced participants in his Bellaire studio.  Classes 

will be individualized to your needs, and tools will be avail-

able.  Learn box-making, spindle,  multi-axis, and bowl turn-

ing and finishing.  Call or email Tom for pricing and infor-

mation: 713-666-6881,   tirven@sbcglobal.net 
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GCWA Meeting Presentations 
 

May 19, 2018 – Turning Tulips (see p. 1) 

June 16, 2018 – TBD 

July 21, 2018 – Special Demonstration with Den-

nis Ford 

Dennis Ford will join us in July for a special dem-

onstration on turning a Binary Vessel.  What’s 
that?  Think spinning rectangular block of wood.  
Think multi axes turning.  No combine those 
thoughts!  There you have it.  This is an AMAZING 

piece and will be an awesome demo.  But then 

again, when is a Dennis Ford demo anything 

less?  None that I’ve ever seen! 

August 18, 2018 – TBD 

September 15, 2018 – TBD 

October 20, 2018 – Annual Picnic – Fun, food, and 

fellowship, but no presentation. 

November 17, 2018 – TBD 

December 15, 2018 – TBD plus the Annual Orna-

ment Exchange! 

Do you have a turning related topic you’d like to 

see covered at a future meeting?  Would you like to 

do a club demo?  Contact George Kabacinski  with 

your ideas: gcwa-how@gmail.com 

mailto:gcwa-how@gmail.com


  This is an appropriate time to turn the spotlight 
on Andy Chen.  He recently stepped down after nearly 

ten years as editor of this newsletter, and in March he 
attended his fifth 
World Wood Day, 

this year in Laos 
and Cambodia. 

  As part of its 
Turners Without 

Borders initiative, 
the AAW a few 
years ago commis-

sioned a design 
for a portable, hu-

man-powered 

lathe, something like a bicycle.  Andy took this basic 

design, modified it, got Robust to donate the  metal 

parts, and takes the lathe to the World Wood Day pro-
grams , which often feature ways to work wood with-
out electricity.  Sometimes he constructs the wooden 

sections on site, and other times he lugs them with 

him on the plane. 

  As in past years, there were all sorts of wood-
related activities, 
such as carving, fur-

niture making, and 

music programs at 

this year’s celebra-
tion, and about 400 
participants from 
over 80 countries.  A 

Chinese turner 

brought a traditional 
bowl lathe and a 
spindle lathe, both of 

which are human - 

 

 

powered.  A Moroccan turner also brought a spindle 
lathe driven with a bow as he turns with a skew chisel 
held with one hand and guided with one foot.  (see 

note below)  Another Chinese  turner brought tiny toy-

like lathes that were set up to teach children to turn.   
       This year’s World Wood D ay format was different 
from the past in that celebrations were carried out in 

multiple countries in the same region.  The events 
started in Siem Reap, Cambodia, just outside of which 

lies the UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Angkor Wat 
temple complex.  The celebrations officially opened 
on March 21,  World Wood Day.  All the participants 

were taken on a tour of the temple ruins on either 
March 19 or 20.  A smaller group of attendees contin-
ued on to Vientienne, Laos, and later to Myanmar. 

       One of the more interesting features of Angkor 
Wat, as it relates to 

wood, is that over 
the centuries, trees 

have grown over, 
into, and through 
some of the temple 

buildings. 
       Andy reports 

that he began his 

wood-working jour-

ney making furni-

ture and that he’s 
made most of the 
furniture in his house.  He  got into turning around 

1994, when he stumbled on a GCWA meeting at The 

Cutting Edge.  He likes doing segmented pieces, and 

has enjoyed working with Corian ever since hearing a 
presentation by Bonnie Klein on alternative materials.  
He  is able to make or modify many of his own tools 

since he has metal-working equipment, including a 

lathe.   

  When asked if he has any favorite woodturning 
videos, Andy says that working in his shop leaves him 
little time to watch videos (good answer!).  Before re-
tiring in 2009, Andy was an entomologist for the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture. 
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SPOTLIGHT 
ON 

Andy Chen 

At the Patuxay Monument, Laos 

Andy and his lathe at a previous 

World Wood Day  

  Ta Prohm Temple 

To see an interesting short YouTube video of Hassan, 
the Moroccan woodturner who uses both his hands and 

both his feet, go here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHHM6hpvCqc 



  

Women in Turning Weekend 
By Janice Levi 

  What can twenty women who don’t know each 

other and who are of varying ages expect to gain from 

a week-end spent together? Have the best darn time 
turning wood, burning wood, telling tales, laughing, 
eating, and slapping each other on the back for a job 

well done, that’s what! 

  Twenty ladies from the Southwest Association of 
Turners (SWAT) region gathered together April 27-29 
at George Kabacinski’s shop for a Women in Turning 

(WIT) retreat. About half of the ladies were beginner 

turners while most of the rest considered themselves 
to be intermediate-level turners. However, by the end 

of the three days, every lady had successfully com-
pleted turning a bowl, a two-piece scoop, several bot-

tle stoppers, and a thin finial. They also completed a 
pyrography piece with color and learned about the 

importance of form and proportion when designing a 

turning. 

  In addition to the hands-on classes, the ladies 

watched demonstrations using compressed wood, 
making jewelry, and turning Kokeshi dolls. Saturday 

evening, after a scrumptious Italian dinner served 
outdoors overlooking Karen Kabacinski’s beautiful 
garden, the ladies were showered with an abundance 

of turning tips. 

  Instructors for the event were Sally Ault (San 
Diego, CA Woodturners), Rebecca DeGroot (GCWA), 
Jeanne Douphrate (Alamo Turners), Janice Levi 

(GCWA), and Charley Phillips (Woodturners of North 

Texas). An abundance of instructors insured that the 

new turners received lots of one-on-one help. 

  To keep the registration fee low for the event 
($75.00), the retreat received an AAW-WIT grant. In 
addition, the Gulf Coast Woodturners Association 
made up 
any short

-falls in 
cost. The 
ladies 
who at-
tended 

the event 

are grate-

ful to 

both the 

AAW and 

to GCWA for sponsoring the retreat. We are also grate-
ful to Scott and Deb Haddix, Walter and Karen 
Mooney, and George and Karen Kabacinski for hosting 

our instructors.  Doug Grissom and Don Fluker loaned 

lathes to support the event. 

  Typical for all GCWA events, there was an abun-
dance of doughnuts, kolaches, cookies, brownies, cof-

fee, and sodas awaiting the ladies each morning. And 

for lunches and one dinner, Delia Spicer (our WIT Am-
bassador for the SWAT region) arranged with local 

vendors to prepare meals for the ladies. Food was not 

in short supply! 

  I could not have imagined a more successful 
week-end. The ladies who attended were literally 
gushing with positive comments and each one walked 

away with successful turnings and a wealth of new 
woodturning knowledge. Thank you so much, GCWA, 
for your support and for going out of your way finan-

cially to make this retreat happen for the ladies. 
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The Participants 

The Instructors and Host 

About Our Club 

Gulf Coast Woodturners Association has, for more than 

twenty years, been affiliated with the American Associa-
tion of Woodturners.   GCWA meets once a month, usu-
ally on the third Saturday, and usually at the 

Mendenhall Community Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Hous-
ton (map on p. 7).  Annual dues are $25.  The club’s web-
site is www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org, and its email 
address is gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 



GULF COAST WOODTURNER,   May 2018, page 5 

 

From the Classroom 
By George Kabacinski 

 

  It’s been another busy month in the classroom.  
Construction continues on drawers and storage.  Day-
to-day, it seems like a snail’s pace , but overall things 
are moving along fairly well.    I’d like to take a moment 

to extend a huge Thank You to everyone who has 
helped this project along, way too many to list.  Specifi-
cally, I’d like to acknowledge Chuck Graham, Tommy 
Joe, Andy Henderson, and Scott Haddix for the many 

hours they have spent helping.  And a huge Thank You 
to Kai Muenzer who spent his vacation week getting 

the building emptied to prepare for the new floor sur-
face.   

  Following the Demo Day with Sally Ault she con-

ducted two classes.  (see articles on page 3).  I’m sure 
we’ll be seeing some sea urchin boxes in Show-and-Tell 

over the next few months.  And maybe some bowls and 
vessels with carved feet. 

  GCWA was a sponsor for the Women in Turning 

SWAT Region Retreat the weekend of April 27th – April 

29th.  (see article on page 6).  I was honored to host the 
event at my shop, patio, yard, wherever we could find a 

place.  Everything appeared to go amazingly well.   
  By they time you read this we will probably have 

completed Tom Irven’s class on Hand Chased Threads 
in Corian.  This is not the first time Tom has led this 

class for the HOW program and he has also had it at  
past Retreats.  It’s always good to have Tom in the shop 

as an instructor.  He is one of the most patient instruc-
tors I know of, and everyone enjoys his classes.  I say 
“one of” because we are blessed have so many great 
instructors in our club who are willing to share their 
time, talents and experience with the membership. 

  I had a major scheduling snafu in setting up the 

Offset Finials class for Sunday, May 13th, which just hap-

pens to be Mother’s Day.  Whoops.  Well, needless to 
say, that class did not ‘make’.  I expect it was the date 
and not the instructor or topic.  Tom has graciously 

agreed to reschedule the class for later in the year. 
 

 

HOW Program Calendar 
 
  Here’s what’s on the HOW Program Calendar: 
 

 Saturday, May 12, 2018 - Tom Irven – Hand Chase 
Threads in Corian.   

 
 Saturday, July 14 & Sunday, July 15, 2018 – Tom 

Irven – New Turners Weekend.  This will be a great 
class for anyone new to turning or just needing a 
refresher on the basics.  The two-day class will 
cover the lathe, tools, sharpening, spindle turning 

and basic bowl turning.  Tom Irven will be the in-
structor.  He will be assisted by a highly qualified 

aid to bring the student / instructor ratio to 3:1 
making it possible for everyone to get plenty of per-

sonal attention.  Class size is limited to six so be 

sure to sign up early.  Given this is a two-day class 

the registration fee with be $90. 
 
 Late Summer / Early Fall – Janice Levi – Turning 

a Purse.  If you’ve been around the club for a while 

you have undoubtedly seen at least one of Janice 

Levi’s turned purses in the Show-and-Tell.  And if 

you’re a reader of either American Woodturner or 
Woodturning magazines then you’ve likely seen 
her articles on the process she follows.  Janice is a 

professional turner and has provided demonstra-
tions and classes for a number of clubs around the 

county as well as presentations at several tuning 
symposiums.  Bill Berry has graciously agreed to 

loan the use of his hollowing rigs for the classroom 

to support this class.  A date for the class should be 
announced soon.  This ‘may’ be another two-day 

class so watch for forthcoming details. 
 

 Saturday, November 3, 2018 – Tom Irven:  

Offset Finials.  Tom has long been known for is 
amazing container creations and the awe inspiring 
offset finials.  This class will delve into the design 
and creation of these magical finials without the 

need for a high-dollar specialized chuck.   

We welcome your comments, suggestions, expressions of interest in topics or potential instructors.  Please 
send them along to GCWA.HOW@gmail.com  Where possible we will include your input into future classes.  

And, of course, if you’d like to volunteer to teach one of the HOW class offerings, we want to talk with you! 

mailto:GCWA.HOW@gmail.com
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Sally Ault Comes to GCWASally Ault Comes to GCWA  
  In April, Sally Ault (see April newsletter for bio-

graphical details) came to town and not only put on a 
Demonstration Day for our regular April meeting, but 

also taught classes the following 
two days in George Kamacinski’s 
nearly-completed shop.   

  In her Saturday demonstra-
tions, she covered seashell boxes, 

finials, and lids, and  also touched 
on feet for boxes. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
And in her classes on April 
22 and 23, she led partici-

pants through the hands-

on steps needed for them to create a sea urchin box 

or carving feet. 

 

Sally Ault Sea Urchin Box Class 
By Walter Mooney 

 On Sunday the 22nd, six club members assembled 
at George’s shop for the sea urchin box class.  Sally 

had prepared  Alfonso and Sputnik sea urchins for us 

to choose from.  One of Sally’s main tricks is to fill the 
shells with expanding foam, to reinforce them.  She 
fills the shells while keeping the foam from getting on 
the outside of the shell, which can’t ever really be re-

moved. She then showed us how to turn the four 

wood pieces for each box, all obtained from one 

blank about nine inches long: the finial, the lid, the 
interior piece and the foot.  Tolerances for the various 
pieces were tight.  Sally explained the design aspects 

of the various parts  and showed how to fit the inte-
rior piece and the foot piece to the shell using a rotary  
tool with burrs.  It was a little surprising how much 
work goes into such a small project.  I don’t think any-
one completed the box, but everyone came away 

knowing how to do so at home. 

 

 

Sally Ault Foot Carving Class 
By Vernon Burnham 

 

 I attended the HOW class on carving feet put on by 
Sally Ault on Monday, April 23, 2018. We had 6 stu-
dents in the class and our host George Kabacinski 
also provided guidance and encouragement. Many of 

you saw Sally’s demo of the Sea Urchin Box project at 
the April meeting. She is very much into the artistic 
aspect of turning. Sally provided several examples of 
a variety of styles and applications for adding carved 

feet to a turned bowl.  

 As a novice bowl turner, I learned a lot about tool 
selection and techniques to make the project fun and 

easy. If you don’t enjoy the activity, you won’t do it. 
Once the bowls were roughed out, we turned to the 
carving activity. Sally put a lot of emphasis on design 

and creativity. Aesthetics is critical. You don’t want it 
to look like you just glued feet to your bowl. The lines 

should have a natural flow to the shape of the bowl. I 
was fascinated by the variety of power carving equip-
ment that my classmates brought for the class.  If you 

don’t have a power carver, you might consider mak-
ing the investment. It’s delicate work and patience is 
a must. Our bowls won’t end up in a gallery, but it was 
a great learning experience. Thanks George for mak-
ing your shop available (classes and Shop nights)! 

TIP from a turner who chooses to remain anonymous: Do 

NOT leave your sea urchin on the shelf in the back window 

of your car.  The sun and heat will expand the foam EVEN 

MORE and crack the urchin into many pieces! 
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Executive Committee 

 Greg Gonsalves, President — 936-447-9310, 
the4gonzos@aol.com 

 Ed Peine, Vice President — 713-977-9922,            
epeine@comcast.net 

 Lane Bradford, Past President —  936-447-9310, 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

 George Kabacinski, Secretary and Website Tech 

Director/Forum Administrator — 832-349-3006, 

gkabacinski@gmail.com 
 Rene Gonzalez, Treasurer — 281-481-6415,      

gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

 Walter Mooney, Board Member — 713-248-6431, 
wmooney@endbs.com 

 Dave Greenawalt, Board Member — 936-524-6610 
dkgreenawalt@gmail.com 

 Don Fluker, Board Member — 281-762-2650.     
skewgouge@sbcglobal.net 

 Scott Haddix, Board Member and Website Crea-

tive Director — 281-213-8900, 

scott.haddix@gmail.com 
 John McCune, Newsletter Editor — 281-744-9978, 

johngmccune@gmail.com 

 

Recommended Websites 
The American Association of Woodturners is an in-
valuable source of  

help and informa-
tion.  Although 

they are no longer updating the list below, they do 
still provide it as a guide to websites.  

 American Association of Woodturners: http://

www.woodturner.org  

 Robert Sorby: http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/

turning.htm  

 Wood Magazine: http://

www.woodmagazine.com  

 Rockler: http://www.rockler.com  

 Craft Supplies, USA: http://

www.woodturnerscatalog.com  

 Segmented Woodturners: http://

segmentedwoodturners.org  

 Tidewater Turners of Virginia: http://

www.esva.net/~woodturner  

 More Woodturning Magazine: http://

www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/ 

  Hearne Hardwoods Inc: http://

www.hearnehardwoods.com/index.html  

 Gilmer Wood Company: https://

www.gilmerwood.com/  

 Cook Woods: https://cookwoods.com/  

 Exotic Burl: http://www.exoticburl.com  

 Hibdon Hardwoods: http://

www.hibdonhardwood.com  

 Dallas Area Woodturners:  http://

www.turningwood.com  

 Woodcraft: http://www.woodcraft.com  

 Southwest Association of Turners: http://

www.swaturners.org  

 Central Texas Woodturners: http://

www.ctwa.org  

 Arizona Silhouette: http://

www.arizonasilhouette.com  

 The Center for Art in Wood: http://

www.centerforartinwood.org/  

 Woodturning Online: http://

www.woodturningonline.com 

 

GCWA meets at the Mendenhall Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, Texas 


