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   President’s Corner  
     By Greg Gonsalves 

 
   Hello fellow turners! I hope all is well and you're getting a chance to turn. I 
thought we had a great Show and Tell in May. We had a little extra time to discuss the 

turnings on the tables, and we got to share some good turning info. Thank you all for 

being so attentive and respectfully quiet while the proud turners discussed their pieces. 

I'm looking forward to seeing the "Presidents Challenge" hollow forms with finial lids. 
You can swap your piece with other turners on the table but there won't be a formal ex-

change. You can take your piece home with you. There's no challenge for July but there 

will be a box exchange. Just like the ornament exchange, this is a chance to showcase 

your skills and come away with a fellow member’s turning. A great way to add to your collection.  My kids get chills 
just thinking of how they’ll handle my collection when I head to that great pile of shavings in the sky (Smithsonian 
maybe, ha). 

  Things are heating up  and that means SWAT is right around the corner. It's a great alternative  to the AAW Sym-

posium or addition if you can make it to both. Take some mad money with you because in addition to the demos, 

they both have great trade shows. There's tools and wood all over the place. 

  We have a new demonstrator for our June meeting.  I'm looking forward to Roy Alvarez's rim treatment on bowls. 
Roy is really stepping up for the club. He demoed for us at the Empty Bowls get together, and now a club demo. Roy 
is instrumental in exposing his students to the joy of wood turning. I hope some of his young students join the club 

as well. I'm tired of  my lovely wife describing our members the same way all the time—older, grey hair, glasses, etc. 
  I was recently given a turner’s collection of previous AAW magazines. I was extremely proud of the quality and 

number of articles our club had ties to. For a little ole Texas club like ours we had more than our share. No wonder 
people are moving to Houston at a record pace. It helps to have well travelled and expert turners like Jerry Bennett 

and Andy Chen in our club but they weren't the only ones published. Our Ms. DeGroot had two full color pages on 

the inside cover of one issue. Way to go Rebecca! Walter Mooney is preparing an article for the magazine  on our an-
nual Retreat. We're gonna need more lathes and food next year when the AAW crowd hears about our get together. 

Please say yes to Ed Peine when the call for instructors goes out, we'll need you. 
  Lastly, please give Dave Barziza a pat on the back the next time you see him.  He and a group of men make toys 

for kids every year. To help finance the effort, Dave puts on a one-man show where he sells his turnings with all pro-

ceeds going to the cause. He just completed his 80th Xmas ornament to go along with boxes of his bowl and platter 
turnings. By the way, happy 87th birthday, young man.  Keep it up, "Snake!!” 
  
 Please turn a lot, safely, And don’t forget your finial box for the President’s Challenge! 

  Greg  

Long-time GCWA members Tom Irven (left) and Don Fluker (right), will put on a special 
two-day workshop for beginning turners on July 14 and 15 (see page 4 for details).  

This normal $90 fee is being underwritten by an anonymous donor President Greg lo-

cated.  The workshop is bound to fill up fast, so don’t delay in registering. 



JJUNEUNE  1616THTH  DDEMONSTRATIONEMONSTRATION::        
Platter with a Beaded Rim,  Roy Alvarez  

 
  Roy Alvarez will show us how he makes a platter 
with a beaded rim,  a technique he says he learned from 
none other than international turner Glen Lucas.  Roy 

taught at the GCWA 2018 Retreat, with great reviews.  
This should be a fun and enlightening demo.  Be sure to 

be there.   

Below are Roy and his mostly eighth grade students 

from Memorial Parkway Junior High School, in the 

Katy ISD school system.  With Hurricane Harvey mak-
ing 2017 such an exceptional year, the students 
wanted to make a contribution to the community, 

even though many of their families had also been af-

fected.  Turning bowls for the Empty Bowls project 
was Roy’s students’ choice.  Generous donation of 

wood for the project gave the students the material to 

work with. 
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GCWA Meeting Schedule 
 

We had a great demo with Dave Greenawalt at the 
May meeting.  If you missed it, look for the re-
corded video of the session in the club library.  
While it’s great to have access to the videos, there 
is nothing better than being there in person.  Plus, 

your attendance shows support for the presenter, 

who spends many hours preparing for each demo 

June 16, 2018 – Platter with a Beaded Rim, with                   

Roy Alvarez.   

 July 21, 2018 – Special Demonstration with Dennis 

Ford 

Dennis Ford will join us in July for a special dem-
onstration on turning a Binary Vessel.  What’s 
that?  Think spinning rectangular block of wood.  

Think multi axes turning.  No combine those 
thoughts!  There you have it.  This is an AMAZING 

piece and will be an awesome demo.  But then 
again, when is a Dennis Ford demo anything 

less?  None that I’ve ever seen! 

August 18, 2018 – TBD 

September 15, 2018 – TBD 

October 20, 2018 – Annual Picnic – Fun, food, and 

fellowship, but no presentation. 

November 17, 2018 – TBD 

December 15, 2018 – TBD plus the Annual Orna-

ment Exchange! 

Do you have a turning related topic you’d like to 

see covered at a future meeting?  Would you like to 
do a club demo?  Contact George Kabacinski  with 

your ideas: gcwa.how@gmail.com 

Classified Ads  -  Members looking to buy or sell 

something should email the editor to be listed here. 
 
Current woodturning instructor for the Houston Center 

for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, will teach begin-

ning to advanced participants in his Bellaire studio.  

Classes will be individualized to your needs, and tools will 

be available.  Learn box-making, spindle,  multi-axis, and 

bowl turning and finishing.  Call or email Tom for pricing 

and information: 713-666-6881,   tirven@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:gcwa-how@gmail.com


  GCWA is an organization with an ambitious range of programs, projects, and activities.  Overseeing the club 
for the upcoming year are the officers and board members President Greg announced at the May meeting.  Newer 

members may find it useful to be able to start putting names and faces together.  This month we feature the  Vice 
President Ed Peine and Treasurer René Gonzales.    Next month, President Greg Gonsalves, Secretary Land Brad-
ford, and membership board member Walter Mooney. 
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SPOTLIGHT 
ON 

Club Officers and Others 

VVICEICE  PPRESIDENTRESIDENT  EEDD  PPEINEEINE  
 Ed always found time for wood-working during his thirty-five years as a corporate 
legal counsel, but since retiring, he says the lathe has become his “second career and 

full-time passion.”  He likes every stage of the process, from harvesting a tree with a 
chain saw to applying the final finish of wax, and all the intermediate steps in between.  

And then it’s on to thinking about the next project, always with the realization that it’s 
the journey, not the end, that is the source of true contentment.  

TTREASURERREASURER  RRENENÉ É GGONZALESONZALES  
   René became interested in woodworking as a child watching his dad working on a table        

saw  in the garage. He started out making furniture on a shopsmith until he saw a pen-
making demonstration in 2005, which got him interesting in turning.  Books, videos, classes 

— all helped him improve his skills, but it was really joining GWCA and learning from the gen-

erosity of club members that has made the biggest difference for him.  René says that volun-
teering his time as treasurer is a way to give back to the club. 

 Tom Irven, who will be 

doing our 20day begin-

ners’ HOW in July, is fea-
tured in  some videos 
available on YouTube — 
not ones he did himself, 
but ones about him, his 

techniques, and his art..  
Better than listing long 

URLs here, search YouTube for “Thomas Irven.” 

GCWA’s Andy 

Henderson has 

an article in the 
May 2018 issue 
of the Highland Woodturner.  He talks 
about his journey as a woodworker, 
from his first bowl in 7th grade, to his 

2nd bowl twenty years ago, and then 
what he’s been doing since getting his 

lathe in 2016.  Several photos included. 



 

   HOW Program Calendar 
By George Kabacinski 

 

 Saturday, July 14 AND Sunday, July 15, – New 

Turners Weekend.  Tom Irven and Don Fluker  

See box for details →→ 

  
 Saturday, November 3, 2018 – Tom Irven:  

Offset Finials.  Tom has long been known for is 
amazing container creations and the awe inspiring 

offset finials.  This class will delve into the design 

and creation of these magical finials without the 

need for a high-dollar specialized chuck.   Demand 

is high for this class, and it’s already nearly full.  
Wait much longer, and you may be waiting until 

the next time the class is offered. 
 
 Saturday, December 1 AND Sunday, December 

2 – Janice Levi – Turning a Purse.  If you’ve been 
around the club for a while you have undoubtedly 

seen at least one of Janice Levi’s turned purses in 
the Show-and-Tell.  And if you’re a reader of ei-

ther American Woodturner or Woodturning 

magazines then you’ve likely seen her articles on 

the process she follows.  Janice is a professional 

turner and has provided demonstrations and 

classes for a number of clubs around the county 
as well as presentations at several tuning sympo-

siums.  Bill Berry has graciously agreed to loan 
the use of his hollowing rigs for the classroom to 

support this class.  A date for the class should be 

announced soon.  This will be another two-day 
class, so the registration fee will be $90.  The class 
will fill up, so don’t wait too long to register. 

From the Classroom 

  Problems continue with the Cypress Post Office, 
so we’re in the process of moving the HOW Program 

PO Box to a private service provider.  Until that’s com-

pleted, if you want to register for a HOW class, please 
send a note to GCWA.HOW@gmail.com, and we’ll get 
back to you with registration details.  
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We welcome your comments, suggestions, expressions of interest in topics or potential instructors.  Please 
send them along to GCWA.HOW@gmail.com  Where possible we will include your input into future classes.  

And, of course, if you’d like to volunteer to teach one of the HOW class offerings, we want to talk with you! 

New to Turning?  Start Here!! 

 Getting started in turning can be daunting,  A great 
place to start is the New Turner Weekend, a two-day 

workshop, free for six lucky beginners.  July 14 and 15. 
 

Section 1—Introduction  
 Safety tips 
 The modern lathe and its maintenance 

 Common accessories for the hobbyist turner 

 Tools — where to begin 
 Tools—grinders, wheels, jigs, sharpening 
 Woods for spindle and bowl turning 

 HANDS-ON PRACTICE: beads and coves 
Section 2—Faceplate Work 

 Bowl basics: gouges, grain orientation, scroll 
chucks, more about sharpening 

 Types of cuts in bowl turning 
 Mounting the blank on the lathe 

 HANDS-ON BOWL PRACTICE: starting with the out-

side, hollowing the inside, reversing the bowl 

and finishing the bottom 
Section 3—A Round Box (End-grain Turning) 

 Mounting the wood on the lathe 

 Scrapers, drilling, and cutting into end-grain 

 HANDS-ON ROUND BOX PRACTICE: shaping the 
outside, hollowing the inside, creating a lid, 

creating a jamb-chuck to reverse the box and 
finish the bottom. 

Section 4—It’s a Wrap 

 Questions and discussion 
 Where to go next (resources) 

 HANDS-ON PRACTICE finishing projects if needed 
 Clean-up 

 

 Tom Irven was an artist in residence at the Hous-
ton Center for Contemporary Craft in 2002 and re-
ceived an Award of Merit at Craft Houston 2004.  His 

work is part of 400 Wood Boxes: the Fine Art of Con-

tainment and Concealment. 
 Don Fluker  is a past recipient of our club’s Luna 
Ford Award and has taught many classes, both for 

GWCA and for the Woodcraft Store North Houston. 

mailto:GCWA.HOW@gmail.com
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SSHOWHOW  ANDAND  TTELLELL, M, MAYAY  2018  2018    
 

 BEST OF SHOW—Paul Mugridge 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 BEGINNER 

 
  

 
 
 
.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 INTERMEDIATE 

 

Judges Ed Peine and Wayne Stanfield 

1st Place: Dan Bates 2nd Place: Brian Selden 3rd Place: John Chatelain 

1st Place: Walter Mooney              2nd Place: Nel Wheeler                    3rd Place: Nel Wheeler 
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  SSHOWHOW  ANDAND  TTELLELL, M, MAYAY  2018, 2018, CONTINUEDCONTINUED  

ADVANCED 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENHANCED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KITS 

1st Place: Ric Taylor                            2nd Place: Doug Davis                     3rd Place: Janice Levi 

1st Place: Steve LeGrue                        2nd Place: John Schlobohm             3rd Place: Gary Rock 

1st Place: John Schlobohm                   2nd Place: John Chatelain           3rd Place: Vernon Burnham 
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    LLUNAUNA  FFORDORD  AAWARDWARD  GGOESOES  TOTO  

CCHUCKHUCK  GGRAHAMRAHAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Luna Ford Award is given by the President, based 
on contributions to advancing the club and to the art 
and craft of woodturning in the community at large. 

 
President Greg remarked the following about this 

year’s recipient: 
Our Luna Ford winner is really on a roll.  Chuck has 

been a GCWA member for eight years.  He not only is 
this year’s award recipient, but he was recently 

elected to the Board.  He’s done so much for the club 

in the background that I know he’ll make a valuable 

club officer.  Chuck is recently married to Geena, and 
I’d like to welcome her to the club family.  Chuck has 
to “bee” careful around the house, as his other hobby 

is bee-keeping.  I guess that’s why Geena is always 
calling him Honey.  How does he have time to turn?  In 
real life Chuck started as an accounts manager for an 

oil services company.  He worked his way up the 
ranks until he ended up owning the company.  I’ve 

always said you need to watch out for the quiet ones. 
 Congratulations, Chuck! 

Judging Show and Tell, by Ed Peine 

 
 One of the many benefits of GCWA membership is 

the Show and Tell most months.  We all learn from see-
ing and discussing the wide variety of turnings on the 

table.  A side benefit is that every now and then the 
judges like one of our turnings, and it’s validating to see 
that others appreciate our work. 

 Part of my job is to round up volunteer judges.  Two 

judges are needed each month, and it’s best to rotate so 
that no one judges more than once a year.  I need you to 
volunteer to help judge the S & T table.  Please email me 

at epeine@comcast.net. 
 You may wonder, “What are the judges looking for?”  

This shouldn’t be a secret, and that’s why the Board de-

veloped the following guidelines.  If you have sugges-
tions for improving the guidelines, again, please talk to 
me. 

 Finally, if you would be willing to be a judge but feel 

you don’t have enough experience yet, you can be as-

signed as an “apprentice judge” and follow the presid-
ing judges around, listening to them and asking them 
questions until you feel you’re ready for the “A Team.” 

 

JUDGING GUIDELINES 

Design 

 Does the turning have good form?  Is it pleasing 
to the eye? 

 Does it have clean lines?  Does it have good pro-
portions? 

 Does the wood selection compliment its design? 
Workmanship 

 Is the turning free of tool marks and sanding 

scratches? 
 Is it free of crushed fibers? 

 Is it smooth to the touch and free of undula-
tions? 

 If it a closed form, is the inside smooth? 

 Is the bottom finished? 
Finish 

 Has a finish been applied? 
 Is the finish smooth? 

 Has it been buffed? 

Degree of Difficulty and Time Spent 
 Consideration should be given to the turning 

that is complex, takes more time and skill to pro-
duce. 

The Glass Showcase 
 Several years ago Walter Mooney acquired the pol-

ished, well-lit glass showcase you now see in the lobby 
as you come to our meetings.   It’s filled with wood 
turnings created by GCWA members, and each of you 
are encouraged to put a sample of your work in the 
showcase.  If you are interested, just see Don Fluker — 

he’s the one with the key.  If you have questions, email 
Don at skewgouge@sbcglobal.net. 
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DDAVEAVE  GGREENAWALTREENAWALT’’SS  DDEMONSTRATIONEMONSTRATION, M, MAYAY  20182018  

                      TTURNINGURNING  TTULIPSULIPS  
   

  Dave Greenawalt’s presentation at our club retreat on this 

topic was very well-received, so we asked him to talk to the 
entire group for our May meeting’s demonstration.  He cheer-

fully obliged.   

  His presentation was recorded, so any of you who missed 
the May meeting can check that out and watch it.  Also, below 

is a somewhat poor quality reproduction of one of his camera 

shots (since if you missed the meeting, you wouldn’t have 
seen or got a copy of it).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



GULF COAST WOODTURNER,   June 2018, page 9 

 

Open Shop 
 
On the second Tuesday of each month, three mem-

bers of GCWA open their shops to other members and 
guests to visit, socialize, learn, and have a fun evening.  

These open-shop nights are hosted by Marty Kamin-
sky in San Leon, George Kabacinski in Cypress, and 
Lane Bradford in Montgomery. 

 
Each of the three monthly Open Shop Night events 

has evolved to have its own format and a few 
“regulars” who are able to participate from month to 

month.  Others drop in for a gathering when they can.  

All members and guests are welcome to join in at any 
time.  Host contact information is available in the 

newsletter or on the web site.  Check it out and join in 
the fun when you can.  It’s a great way to meet other 
members, share some turning talk, get questions an-

swered, and maybe even get some time on a lathe.  
There’s typically a seasoned turner or three to answer 

your questions and help you along. 
 
Open Shop Nights: 

June 12      July 10 

August 14     September 11 

October 9     November 13 

December 11 

Executive Committee 

Greg Gonsalves, President — 281-998-8662,        
the4gonzos@aol.com 

Ed Peine, Vice President — 713-977-9922,                        
epeine@comcast.net 

Lane Bradford, Secretary —  936-447-9310, 
bradfwl@comcast.net 

Rene Gonzalez, Treasurer — 281-481-6415,                   

gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney, Board Member  (membership)               
713-248-6431, wmooney@endbs.com 

Dave Greenawalt, Board Member — 936-524-6610 

dkgreenawalt@gmail.com 
Scott Haddix, Board Member and Website Creative Di-

rector — 281-213-8900, scott.haddix@gmail.com 
Scott Njaa, Board member 

Chuck Graham, Board member, 713-899-4562,        
csgraham713@gmail.com 

George Kabacinski, Education/Programs, 832-349-3006, 

gcwa.how@gmail.com 

Don Fluker, Demo events and Retreat Coordinator, 713-
382-8986, skewgouge@sbcglobal.net            

John McCune, Newsletter Editor — 281-744-9978, 

johngmccune@gmail.com 

 

 

GCWA meets at the Mendenhall Community Center 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, Texas 

About Our Club 

Gulf Coast Woodturners Association has, for more than 
twenty years, been affiliated with the American Associa-

tion of Woodturners.   GCWA meets once a month, usu-
ally on the third Saturday, and usually at the 

Mendenhall Community Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Hous-
ton (map on p. 7).  Annual dues are $25.  The club’s web-
site is www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org, and its email 
address is gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

Members in the News 
A number of our members have written or been the 
subject of articles or other media attention re-

cently.  If you, or someone you know, is so fea-

tured, please let me or someone know so we can 
mention them in this newsletter (as on page 3).   

  johngmccune@gmail.com 


