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   President’s Corner  
     By Greg Gonsalves 

 
   Hello fellow turners! I hope you’ve found some time to spend in the shop.  We’ve had 
some excellent and informative discussions during Show and Tell, and I’d like that to 

continue.  We see a lot of turning techniques and projects from multiple sources.  We 

can get inspiration from books, videos and online postings, but I think the best info 

comes from someone who has done a piece, worked through the process, and experi-
enced the problems associated with bringing the piece to completion — or as Marty 

Kaminski says, "fruition."   The Show and Tell portion of our meeting allows us to ask 

questions of the artist who has turned a certain piece. We can learn of a new method we 

hadn't tried before or maybe a different finish we wouldn't have considered, like Paul Milo's spar urethane (for 
doors). I also like the pride of ownership shown when our members get to tell us about their turnings.   
 I’m looking forward to our demonstration this month.  I confess. I'm not familiar with the " binary form" Dennis 

Ford will be demoing, but any time Dennis gets behind a lathe, something beautiful appears, and I'm not talking 

about him.  Let me tell you something about this gentleman. He could ship wreck on an island and he'd be turning in 

a few days. He'd rather build it than buy it. He's made lathes, sawmills and cnc machines from items lying around in 

his shop.  Don’t miss this demo.    
 The beginners’ workshop at George’s new shop this past weekend is one way we as a club can say welcome to new 
members/turners.  Let's carry that that further at our July meeting by engaging our new members.  I was a member 

for two years before I got the nerve to talk to the older members at the meetings. They finally asked me if I was just 
showing up for the doughnuts or was I really interested in turning.  Find an unfamiliar face at the meeting and say hi.  

You might be lucky like me and make some great friendships.  
 Who's going to Waco for SWAT?  New turner or experienced, there's something for everyone. You can make a one- 

day road trip and experience the state's greatest gallery of turned art and the  trade show with no registration fee. 

The best way to experience SWAT is to sign up for the three days so you can take your time and enjoy everything in-
cluding the demos and meals. Come by the Hands On area and visit with Paul Milo and me while we make a mess of 

shavings.  See you there.   
 Don't forget to bring your box for the July box exchange.  Does your box pop when you open it?  Non turners don't 

get it.  I hope Andy Chen does something in corian or Rich Steber does some rose engine work on his.  You need to 

bring a box to be part of the exchange, so get to work. This is a great way to show off a little on a smaller scale and 
get a turning from a fellow member for your collection.  You guys seem to step it up for these challenges.  I can't wait 
to see what hits the table.  

  Turn Safely,   Greg 

Our July presentation is on “binary 

vessels.”  These images all came 

from searching Google using the 

term “binary vessel.” The quiz: 

Which of these, if any, will we be 

hearing about on Saturday? 

 



   

JJULYULY  2121STST  DDEMONSTRATIONEMONSTRATION::        
Turning a Binary Vessel,  Dennis Ford  
 

  If anyone is not familiar with Dennis Ford, you should 

definitely plan to attend the July meeting and meet him 
and see his demo.  Dennis is an outstanding turner and a 
very creative person. His Binary Vessel presentation is 

sure to receive a few oohs and ahs as he goes through the 
project. But what is a Binary Vessel? 

  Think spinning rectangular block of wood. Think multi
-axis turning. No, combine those thoughts! There 

you have it. This is an AMAZING piece and will be an awe-
some demo. But then again, when is a Dennis Ford demo 

anything less? None that I’ve ever seen!   
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GCWA Meeting Schedule 
 

July 21, 2018 – Special Demonstration with Dennis 
Ford  (see blurb at left for details) 
 
August 18, 2018 – Jigs and Fixtures  
This is always a popular meeting topic and the last time 

we did this was in the spring of 2017, so it’s about time to 

see what new things our members have come up with as 

well as revisit a host of previous items for the newer mem-

bers and those of us with fading memories.  Please bring 

your favorite and / or unique shop jigs and fixtures and tell 

us about them. Too shy to get up in front of a crowd? No 

problem, one of the board members (or other volunteer) 

will be happy to show off your creation. Is it important that 

you were the inventor? Nope, just that it works for you and 

it might help someone else in their shop. It’s hard to be at 

this meeting and not come up with at least of few new ideas 

of things that could make your turning more fun, more ac-

curate, or just more enjoyable. So be sure to show up and 

bring  something to share if you can. 

 

September 15, 2018 – Coloring 101 for Turners 

(tentative)  We are working with a regional turner / artist to 

show us some of the basics or color selection and use in 

enhancing turnings. Too early to name the  demonstrator, 

but rest assured this will be a session worthy of your time. 

 

October 20, 2018 – Annual Picnic – Fun, food, and 

fellowship, but no presentation. 
 
November 17, 2018 – TBD 

 

December 15, 2018 – TBD plus the Annual Orna-
ment Exchange! 
 

August 17, 2019 — Demo Day with Jimmy Clewes 

See special notice below. 

  

Classified Ads  -  Members should email the editor to be 

listed here: johngmccune@gmail.com 
 

CURRENT WOODTURNING INSTRUCTOR for the Houston 

Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas Irven, will teach 

beginning to advanced participants in his Bellaire studio.  

Classes will be individualized to your needs, and tools will 

be available.  Learn box-making, spindle,  multi-axis, and 

bowl turning and finishing.  Call or email Tom for pricing 

and information: 713-666-6881,   tirven@sbcglobal.net 

 

FOR SALE Jet 1642 Variable Speed Lathe. Excellent condi-

tion, includes all original hardware. Equipped with wheels, 

easy to move. Three face plates,6-in, 4-in and 3-in.  Will de-

liver free within 50 miles. $1,350.00. Jim Keller 281-467-2866, 

jimkeller.foxfire@comcast.net 

WOODWORKING LESSONS — Hands-on  lessons given by 

Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  Beginner through expert, tool 

techniques, bowl turning, hollow forms, multi-axis turning.  

You pick the subject, learn with your tools or mine.         

 Rates: 3 hour lesson for $120 for GCWA members.  Call 281-

467-2766 for information and to schedule lessons.  

Jimmy Clewes in August 2019 — What? It’s not even August of 2018 yet!  Well, some turners need to be booked well 

in advance, so looking ahead, we have booked Jimmy for August next year. He will be joining us for a full Demo Day 

with four days of hands-on classes to follow.   f you’re not familiar with Jimmy: he is originally from England and 
now resides in Las Vegas, where he has his professional studio. Jimmy has been a turner for many years and is 
sought after for demonstrations and classes. He has a number of professional turning videos published and a line of 
tools and embellishment products.   While being a highly skilled turner, Jimmy is also a very entertaining demon-
strator. So his presentations are not only educational, they are also a lot of fun.   This is one not to be missed! 

mailto:jimkeller.foxfire@comcast.net


  GCWA is a large organization with an ambitious range of programs, projects, and activities, all of which are 
overseen by a dedicated group of volunteers.  To help newer members put names to faces, the next several issues 

of this newsletter will feature Board members and others responsible for making the club the success it is. 
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SPOTLIGHT   ON    Club Leaders 

GGREGREG  GGONSALVESONSALVES, P, PRESIDENTRESIDENT  ——  GCWA members have probably taken many dif-

ferent paths to woodturning, but Greg’s story may be one of the best.  His middle school 
daughter was taking a shop class and told Greg he should buy a lathe so the two of them 

could work side by side on projects.  “It will be a great father-daughter bonding experience,” 
she said.  Greg bought the lathe, and he’s still waiting for his daughter to turn it on.  Mean-

while he, as we know, has found a great hobby, and one that he should have more time to 

pursue since he retired last year from his career as a millwright.  He applied those millwright 
skills in designing and constructing a special slanted lathe table for a club member, to per-

mit turning from a seated position.   Greg likes to gather wood wherever he can find it.  Al-
though he has a couple of favorite woods to turn, he doesn’t have any one or two special preferences for the 

types of projects he turns.  Echoing the remark that Sally Ault made at her demonstration recently, Greg says 
one of things he enjoys the most about GCWA is the great group of wood turners who make up the club. 

GGEORGEEORGE  KKABACINSKIABACINSKI, H.O.W. C, H.O.W. COORDINATOROORDINATOR  ——  George’s path to woodturning started out be-

cause he wanted to learn how to make finials for his real hobby, clock repair.  He took a class 

at Woodcraft, and soon wood turning took over first place in his interests (though there’s still 
a clock repair portion of his shop!).  Speaking of that shop, if you haven’t seen it, you really 
need to come to one of the Tuesday evening Open Shop nights at George’s  or sign up for one 

of the club’s Hands-On Workshops , all of which are held in his shop.  If you’re familiar with 
his shop, you will understand just how big an undertaking it was when George decided he 

needed to move everything (!) out of the shop and have the floor completely redone to elimi-
nate slipperiness.  George also is heavily involved in setting up presenters for the club, and 

when visiting demonstrators come from afar, he often puts them up in his home.  It’s not an 

exaggeration to say that GCWA would be a very different organization if it weren’t for George Kabacinski. 

Executive Committee 
Greg Gonsalves, President — 281-998-8662,   the4gonzos@aol.com 

Ed Peine, Vice President — 713-977-9922,   epeine@comcast.net 

Lane Bradford, Secretary —  936-447-9310,  bradfwl@comcast.net 

Rene Gonzalez, Treasurer — 281-481-6415,  gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney, Board Member  (membership)  — 713-248-6431, wmooney@endbs.com 

Dave Greenawalt, Board Member — 936-524-6610,  dkgreenawalt@gmail.com 

Scott Haddix, Board Member and Website Creative Director — 281-213-8900, scott.haddix@gmail.com 

Scott Njaa, Board member 

Chuck Graham, Board member, 713-899-4562,  csgraham713@gmail.com 

George Kabacinski, Education/Programs, 832-349-3006, gcwa.how@gmail.com 

Don Fluker, Demo events and Retreat Coordinator, 713-382-8986, skewgouge@sbcglobal.net            

John McCune, Newsletter Editor — 281-744-9978, johngmccune@gmail.com 



 

   From the Classroom 

George Kabacinski 
 

By the time you read this the New Turner Weekend 

class will have come and gone.  Seven students had 
the benefit of getting started right under the guid-

ance of Tom Irven and Don Fluker.   Look for the 
review article coming in next month’s newsletter. 

 
HOW Program Calendar: 

 

Saturday, November 3, 2018 – Tom Irven – Offset 
Finials.  Tom has long been known for amazing con-
tainer creations and awe-inspiring offset finials.  

This class will delve into the design and creation of 

these magical finials without the need for a high-

dollar specialized chuck.  Demand is high for this 
class, it’s nearly full!  Wait much longer and you may 
be waiting for the next time this class is offered! 

 

Saturday, December 1 AND Sunday, December 2, 

2018 – Janice Levi – Turning a Purse.  If you’ve 
been around the club for a while you have undoubt-

edly seen at least one of Janice Levi’s turned purses 

in the Show-and-Tell.  And if you’re a reader of ei-

ther American Woodturner or Woodturning maga-
zines, then you’ve likely seen her articles on the 

process she follows.  Janice is a professional turner 
and has done demonstrations and classes for a 

number of clubs around the county as well as sev-
eral tuning symposiums.  Bill Berry has graciously 

agreed to loan the use of his hollowing rigs for the 
classroom to support this class.   This will be a two-
day class will have a registration fee of $90 and is 

bound to fill up rapidly, so don’t wait to sign up. 
 

The registration fee for HOW classes is $45 / class 
day.  A one-day class is $45 and a two-day class is 

$90.  Classes typically will have a small materials fee 

which varies from class to class.  For more informa-
tion e-mail GCWA.HOW@gmail.com.   

 

GCWA Open Shop 
George Kabacinski 

 

In case you’re not familiar with the program, here’s 
a description in a nutshell:  on the Second Tuesday 

of each month (with some exceptions around holi-
days) three members of GCWA open their shops to 

other members and guests to visit, socialize, learn, 
and have a fun evening.  These Open Shop Night 
events are hosted by Marty Kaminsky in San Leon; 

George Kabacinski in Cypress; and Lane Bradford 

in Montgomery.   If you need directions or more in-
formation, consult the member directory on the 

webpage or (for George and Lane, see page 3 of this 
newsletter).  

 
Each of the three monthly Open Shop Night events 

has evolved to have its own format and a few regu-
lars who are able to participate from month-to-

month.  Others drop in for a gathering when they 

can.  All members and guests are welcome to join in 
at any time.  Check it out and join in the fun when 

you can.  It’s a great way to meet other members, 
share some turning talk, get questions answered 

and maybe even get some time on a lathe.  There’s 

typically a seasoned turner or three to answer your 
questions and help you along 
 

Open Shop Night events: 

 August 14, 2018 

 September 11, 2018 
 October 9, 2018 
 November 13, 2018 
 December 11, 2018 
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We always like to hear from you what sort of classes you might like and what topics you’d like to hear about at 
our monthly meetings.  If you have any suggestions or requests, please send them along to 

GCWA.HOW@gmail.com  Where possible, we will include your input in future classes.  And, of course, if you’d 

like to volunteer to teach one of the HOW class offerings, we want to talk with you. 

Members in the News 
 Nice blurb about Janice Levi in AAW’s Woodturning 

News: https://www.woodturner.org/news/news.asp?
id=407968 

 A short piece by Walter Mooney, also in AAW’s 

Woodturning News, about the GCWA spring retreat. 

mailto:GCWA.HOW@gmail.com
mailto:GCWA.HOW@gmail.com
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SSHOWHOW  ANDAND  TTELLELL, J, JUNEUNE  2018  2018    
 

 BEST OF SHOW—Marty Kaminsky 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

    BEGINNER                                             INTERMEDIATE 
  

 
  

 
 
 
.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      ADVANCED 

 

 

Judges: Scott Njaa and John Schlobohm 

1st Place: Rick Jackson 2nd Place: Rick Jackson 1st Place: Don Stocking               

1st Place: Pete Copeland       2nd Place: Ric Taylor        3rd Place: Scott Haddix 

No photo available of judge 

Scott and turner Scott 
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  SSHOWHOW  ANDAND  TTELLELL, J, JUNEUNE  2018, 2018, CONTINUEDCONTINUED  

ENHANCED 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE—LIDDED BOXES WITH FINIALS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 KITS 

1st Place: Janice Levi          2nd Place: Janice Levi         3rd Place: Gary Rock 

1st Place: Bill Berry                          2nd Place: Reggie Keith        3rd Place: Paul Mugridge 

1st Place: Bill Grimes  

HONORABLE MENTIONS 
ADVANCED:            PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE: 

Ric Taylor            Scott Haddix 
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  A few weeks ago, out of the blue,  I got a phone call 
from a professor at the U of Houston telling me that 

his department was bringing in Dr. Sara Robinson this 
September and wondered if GCWA might be inter-

ested in having her speak to us.  She’s perhaps the 
country’s leading scientific expert on spalted wood.  I 
passed this on to the powers that be at GCWA (about 

which, more at the end of this article).  Then I checked 
her out on YouTube,  
and I discovered two 

things: first, she is a fan-
tastic speaker, wonder-

fully engaging and down 
to earth.  Our club 

would love her.  And 
secondly, as it turns out, 

the video I watched was 

about how to spalt wood your-

self, at home, in about 12 
weeks, something that was 
news to me.  In particular, I was 

fascinated to learn that you can 
create many different colors of 
spalting.   Here’s where you can 

watch that video yourself, and 
if you have any interest at all in spalted wood, I highly 

recommend it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=fWedsgkoxYY&t=22s 
 

Documentary about Spalted Wood 
For the truly dedicated, Mark Lindquist and Sara Rob-
inson made an eight-part documentary last year 

about spalting — its history in Europe, its growth in 

this country, and its future.  It’s all on YouTube, so 
you can dip into it and see if you’re interested.  Proba-
bly too long for most people.  
https://ww.youtube.com/ watch?
v=9fk1aqCWqrlMA4TYc8a1IQ 

 

 

Book on Spalted Wood 
Spalted Wood: The History, Sci-

ence, and Art of a Unique Mate-
rial, by Hans Michaelsen, Julia 
Robinson, and Sara C. Robinson. 
288 pages 

$60 from the publisher, $41.05 

on Amazon Prime 
 

Webpage 
https://www.northernspalting.com 

Highly Recommended!  This is 

Dr. Robinson’s site, and it includes 

everything you would want to 
know about spalting, including 

what to buy to create your own 
spalted wood or fungus-based 
pigments.  The list of articles she’s 

written is really impressive (all are 
available on the site, some for 

free).  Here’s a sample: 
 Extracting pigments from fungi 

 Burl Hunter article  

 Yellow pigments of spalting  

 DIY spalting with vermiculite, in Fine Woodworking   

 Spalting blog on Fine Woodworking’s website 

 Introduction to Spalting, in American Woodturner  

 Spalting and health concerns, in American Wood-

turner  

 Creating zone lines with multiple white rot fungi  

 Adding texture to spalted wood  

 Red pigments of spalting  

 Finishing spalted wood  

 Copper and how it affects multiple fungi for spalting  

 Making Chlorociboria produce more than normal green 

Special Feature 

 

Spalted Wood 

 

John McCune 

 Sara Robinson will be speaking at the University of 
Houston in September, open to the general public.  

Details in a future newsletter.  And she will be back in 
town in April 2019 for an exhibition of her spalted 
wood art.  For GWCA to have her teach a HOW class, 
we would have to charge more than $100 per day per 

participant, and that’s without any travel costs.   

 If you are someone with a strong interest in spalt-
ing, you might let President Greg know, and maybe a 

special interest sub-group of GCWA might form itself 
and share their experiences, first with each other, 

and then perhaps later with the entire club. 
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TTURNINGURNING  AA  BBEADEDEADED  PPLATTERLATTER  
RROYOY  AALVAREZLVAREZ’’SS    DDEMONSTRATIONEMONSTRATION, J, JUNEUNE  20182018  

  

    Following his popular session at our retreat last spring, 

Roy returned in June to demonstrate turning a platter with 

a beaded rim.  Roy himself learned a technique from mas-
ter turner Glen Lucas, but Roy says that even though other 

famous turners have contrasting approaches, there really 

isn’t any one right way to approach this challenge. 
  As always, if you missed the demonstration for any rea-

son, it’s available on a club DVD that you can check out and 

watch. 
  

          

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The finished product! 
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Photos from our June MeetingPhotos from our June Meeting  

(It often seems as though there isn’t space in the 
newsletter for these candid meeting shots.) 

A Note about SWAT (and an Appeal!) 

By Lane Bradford, GCWA Past President 

 
  Fellow GCWA members, it's that time of year 

again.  Yep, SWAT time.  The time we gather in 
Waco the last weekend of August for 3 days of out-

standing wood turning demonstrations, hands-on 
experience, deals on new tools and lathe accesso-
ries, and some of the best fellowship to be found 

anywhere.  For those of you new to the club, just 
ask around and I am certain you will hear plenty of 

good things about SWAT.  Foremost is that it is a 

whole lot less expensive than the AAW Symposium 

and you don't have to fly from Houston to Waco. 

  If you are attending SWAT, can I ask you to be 

one of our Room Hosts? Not familiar with what that 

is?  It's the person that helps the demonstrator in 

our room during a rotation  If the demonstrator 
needs  a bottle of water, you hand him one.  If the 
demonstrator needs something passed around to 

the audience you hand it to the audience, etc.  Fi-
nally, at the end of the demonstration you clean 

our room to get it ready for the next demonstra-
tion.  Your pay?  The room Host sits on the front 

row! See John Weber, our AV expert to get your 

name on the list for room Host. You can check the 
SWAT website to see the list of demonstrators that 
will be in our room and pick the one you really 

want to see from the front row if you act fast.   

           
 

  

 
GCWA meets at the Mendenhall Community Center 

1414 Wirt Road, Houston, Texas 

About Our Club 

Gulf Coast Woodturners Association has, for more than 
twenty years, been affiliated with the American Associa-
tion of Woodturners.   GCWA meets once a month, usu-

ally on the third Saturday, and usually at the 

Mendenhall Community Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Hous-
ton (map on p. 7).  Annual dues are $25.  The club’s web-
site is www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org, and its email 

address is gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 


