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   President’s Corner,           

         By Greg Gonsalves 

    
Hello Fellow Turners! 

It truly is a great time to be a turner and member of GCWA.  A lot of our members 

have just  returned from Texas’s best turning venue — SWAT.  We helped set a new 
attendance record: 1,023.  I had to defend myself when I made the statement at a 

turning class that was held up north that SWAT was giving the AAW symposium a run 

for the title of biggest and best.  I’m really proud of what Texas and some local states 
have accomplished when it comes to putting on a world-class event.  A big thanks 
goes out to Lane Bradford, John Webber, and their able crew in setting up our spon-

sored room and making sure the demos ran smoothly.  Word is that Walter Mooney 

was glad he only had to drive once to get the club trailer to Waco.  That’s another story.  Get him a coke and dough-

nut at the meeting — maybe he’ll tell you about it.  You also need to get Lane to tell you how he tripped a world 
renowned turner, George Hatfield, into a gallon of spilt paint on the way to Home Depot to procure turning blanks 

for his demo.  I asked Mr. Hatfield if he’d be dreaming about Texas when he returned home.  He said nightmares 
were more likely.  He did say he’d be coming back to Texas in the future. 

Another sad note.  Three of our members at SWAT were burdened with the task of hauling hundreds of extra 

pounds back to Houston.  No, they don’t need to diet, just a big trailer.  John Schlobom, George Kabacinski, and 

Scott Njaa won three of the four lathes at the Sunday SWAT raffle.  How about those odds!  Congratulations, guys!  
I tried to tell my wife I’d won a new lathe in the raffle, but my credit card company ratted me out.  How come I 

don’t get a head’s up from them when my wife is at Dillards? 
You don’t want to miss this month’s demo.  Ms Charlie Phillips will be showing us how to take our turnings to 

the next level with surface embellishments.  Think about joining her class at George’s shop on Sunday the 16th.  

Hurry, since time to register is short. 
Please make plans to come to our fall picnic in October and bring a family member.  Your significant other can 

put a face on the guys you talk about spending your third Saturdays with.  There’ll be good barbecue and specialty 

dishes provided by members.  Reggie Keith says there’s be a lathe or two for small turning projects and potato 
shavings appetizers.  There always seem to be a little extra seasoning, maybe mesquite or hackberry or whatever 
wood that was last turned on the lathe. 

Ed Peine is firming up his list of instructors for our spring retreat.  Did I tell you that it’s going to be our best yet!  

If you’re interested, talk to him at the meeting.  You can also suggest ideas for classes.  He has me signed up to   
discuss chainsaws and tree felling, so you can’t have that topic.  Suggest a topic to him and sign up.  Whatever you 
decide to do, put March 8-10 on your new calendar, and make plans to attend. 

                              Greg 

 

What Are the Odds?? 
    See Greg’s column above about 
our 3 big winners from SWAT. 

  Does this Issue Seem a Little “Light?” 
      Remember, there was no August meeting, so   

 no Show and Tell, no demonstration.  



 

    GCWA Meeting Presentations 
By George Kabacinski 

 
 We’re so lucky to have such a wealth of talented turners/artisans in GCWA!  Many thanks to Dennis Ford for his 

July presentation.  And yet at times it’s nice to see a new face doing a demo and even a hands-on class, and this 
will be the case for our September meeting.  Read on…. 

 

September 15, 2008 — Basket Weave Design and Coloring, with Charley Phillips 

 
Charley Phillips was one of the wonderful instructors at this spring’s Women in Turning even here in 

Houston.  The results of her hands-on class at that event were nothing short of outstanding.  She has 

over 30 years of wood carving and decorating experience and has added wood turning to her list of tal-
ents.  Ms Phillips will be demonstrating on the process she uses for doing basket weave design on turn-

ings using pyrography and then moving on to the coloring of the design. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Charley will also be leading a hands-on class for GCWA members on this topic.  See the next page of this 

newsletter for details. 

 

October 20, 2018 — Annual Picnic, Fun, food, and fellowship, but no presentation 

 
November 17, 2018 — Lauren Zenreich: “Pendant Enhancement with Archival Links” 

  
   This will be our first Remote Demo.  Alan Zenreich has been guiding a number of lead turners on 

how to set up and present their demos remotely.  The session is interactive, so the presenter can see the 
audience  and the audience can ask questions in real time during the presentation.  It involves a bit more 
technology than our typical meetings and has been used by a number of clubs over the past year.  It 

should be new, interesting, and educational.  Come on by the November meeting and check it out for 
yourself. 

 

December 15, 2018 — To Be Determined, plus the Annual Ornament Exchange 

 
August 17, 2019 — Jimmy Clewes (see description in previous/future newsletters).   
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   From the Classroom 

George Kabacinski 
 

We are adding another class for September with our special demonstrator Charley Phillips. See below for the de-
tails. Be sure you sign up immediately, so you have time to prepare for this very special class. Also, check the list 
below for other great classes, and get your registration in early to avoid missing out on sessions with a couple of 

our best instructors! 

UPDATED INFORMATION!  Sunday, September 16, 2018 – Charley Phillips – Basket Weave Design and Color-
ing. This class will include basket weave design, pyrography for etching the 
design, and then use of colors to fill it in. Since this will require a full day there 

will not be any turning in the class itself. Charley will be providing the materi-
als for this class; you do NOT need to bring a project yourself. This class will 

have a special registration fee of $50.  Please make checks payable to GCWA.  A 
wood burner is required for the class, as well as several tips.  Please contact 

me for details.  The photo at right depicts the type of skills you will learn in the 
class.  Obviously, this is not a one-day class project; however, you will learn 
the techniques to be able to complete such a project on your own following 

the class.  Class space is still available. 

Saturday, November 3rd, 2018 — Tom Irven—Offset Finials    Tom has long 
been known for his amazing container creations and awe-inspiring offset fini-

als.  This class will delve into the design and creation of these magical finials without the need for a high-dollar spe-
cialized chuck.  Demand is high for this class, and it’s nearly full already.  Wait much longer, and you may be waiting 

for the next time this class is offered! 

Saturday, December 1 AND Sunday, December 2, 2018 – Janice Levi – Turning a Purse.  If you’ve been around 
the club for a while you have undoubtedly seen at least one of Janice Levi’s turned purses in the Show-and-Tell.  

And if you’re a reader of either American Woodturner or Woodturning magazines, then you’ve likely seen her arti-
cles on the process she follows.  Janice is a professional turner and has done demonstrations and classes for a 

number of clubs around the county as well as several tuning symposiums.  Bill Berry has graciously agreed to 
loan the use of his hollowing rigs for the classroom to support this class.   This will be a two-day class with a regis-

tration fee of $90 and is bound to fill up rapidly, so don’t wait to sign up. 

 
The registration fee for HOW classes is normally $45 for a one-day class and $90 for a two-day class .  Classes typi-
cally will have a small materials fee which varies from class to class.  For more information e-mail 

GCWA.HOW@gmail.com.   
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Your input on class topics and potential instructors is always appreciated. If you have any suggestions or re-
quests, please send them along to GCWA.HOW@gmail.com   Where possible, we will include your input into 

future classes. And if you’d like to volunteer to teach one of the HOW classes, we want to talk with you. 

mailto:GCWA.HOW@gmail.com
mailto:GCWA.HOW@gmail.com
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Members in the News 

Janice Levi — In case you missed it on Facebook, 

Janice Levi reports that she’ll miss our September 
meeting because she’ll be in Broken Bow, OK, for the 
annual Master’s at Work Woodturning Demonstration 

and Contest.  The Forest Heritage Center Museum 
hosts this event, where five turners will face off for 

four three-hour sessions, with a specific item to turn.  
Janice says she doesn’t know how this can possibly 

go well for her since she’s “a really slow turner,” but 
that she still is honored to be there.  One of the pro-

jects will be to turn a toy for needy children. 
John McCune found a surprising addition to his du-

ties as GCWA room “gofer” at SWAT when he ended 

up acting as EMT driver taking Aussie presenter 

George Hatfield to the emergency room to get 
stitches after an overly enthusiastic audience mem-
ber accidentally knocked George’s very sharp tool 
into one of his fingers. 

Executive Committee 
Greg Gonsalves, President — 281-998-8662,   the4gonzos@aol.com 

Ed Peine, Vice President — 713-977-9922,   epeine@comcast.net 

Lane Bradford, Secretary —  936-447-9310,  bradfwl@comcast.net 

Rene Gonzalez, Treasurer — 281-481-6415,  gonzalr@hal-pc.org 

Walter Mooney, Board Member  (membership)  — 713-248-6431, wmooney@endbs.com 

Dave Greenawalt, Board Member — 936-524-6610,  dkgreenawalt@gmail.com 

Scott Haddix, Board Member and Website Creative Director — 281-213-8900, scott.haddix@gmail.com 

Scott Njaa, Board member 

Chuck Graham, Board member, 713-899-4562,  csgraham713@gmail.com 

George Kabacinski, Education/Programs, 832-349-3006, gcwa.how@gmail.com 

Don Fluker, Demo events and Retreat Coordinator, 713-382-8986, skewgouge@sbcglobal.net            

John McCune, Newsletter Editor — 281-744-9978, johngmccune@gmail.com 

Classified Ads  -  Members should email the editor 

to be listed here: johngmccune@gmail.com 
 

CURRENT WOODTURNING INSTRUCTOR for the 

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, Thomas 

Irven, will teach beginning to advanced participants in 

his Bellaire studio.  Classes will be individualized to 

your needs, and tools will be available.  Learn box-

making, spindle,  multi-axis, and bowl turning and fin-

ishing.  Call or email Tom for pricing and information: 

713-666-6881,   tirven@sbcglobal.net 

 

WOODWORKING LESSONS — Hands-on  lessons given 

by Jim Keller at Foxfire Studios.  Beginner through ex-

pert, tool techniques, bowl turning, hollow forms, multi-

axis turning.  You pick the subject, learn with your tools 

or mine.          Rates: 3 hour lesson for $120 for GCWA 

members.  Call 281-467-2766 for information and to 

schedule lessons.  

About Our Club 

Gulf Coast Woodturners Association has, for more 
than twenty years, been affiliated with the American 
Association of Woodturners.   GCWA meets at 9:00 am, 
usually on the third Saturday, and usually at the 

Mendenhall Community Center, 1414 Wirt Road, 

Houston.  Annual dues are $25.  The club’s website is 
www.gulfcoastwoodturners.org, and its email ad-
dress is: 

 gcwamail@gulfcoastwoodturners.org 

There are many resources for turners on the AAW 
website:  

https://www.woodturner.org 
 

 

What Happened to the Map?? 
Well, you know, it’s really a pretty crappy map.  

What would be nice is one that just showed 290, 

610, I-10, and Wirt Road.  Any suggestions? 
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Previous newsletters have alluded to this event, which has now been finalized, as you can read in the below 

flyer.  The event is free and open to the public, though I will be asking for a show of hands /names at our meeting 

this Saturday in order to facilitate parking.  As you probably know, parking around any college campus tends to 
be a zoo.  At UH-Downtown, visitor parking is in a garage beneath the Welcome Center (which is where Seri Rob-
inson’s talk is being given).  The address of the Visitor Parking Lot is 201 Girard St, Houston 77002, and entrance 

must be made from Girard St.  Normally, parking is a flat $8 per day (credit/debit card only), but Dr. Lyons is 

hopeful that he can get us free parking if he knows the names ahead of time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Previous issues of the newsletter have given you biographical information about Dr. Robinson, but if you want de-
tails, please check out her website: www.northernspalting.com  
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It’s a “light” month for the GCWA newsletter, so…..Here’s a flyer from TXRX Labs about a presentation by Seri 
Robinson.  Yes, I know, the flyer says “Sara” Robinson, but apparently she legally changed her name to Seri last 
year, from what the guy at UH-Downtown told me.  TXRX Labs is a fascinating place, if you haven’t been, and it 
would be worth your time to attend the lecture just for the sake of getting to know the place.  It’s east of down-

town Houston, not that far as the crow flies from the baseball stadium: 205 Roberts Street, Houston.  Website: 

https://www.txrxlabs.org.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The event is free to the public, and there will be wine and snacks (kind of makes coffee and doughnuts seem 
chintzy, doesn’t it?)  Parking within a reasonable walking distance was not a problem the only time I was there.   

Joyce Lin, the TXRX Workshop Manager, says if anyone has an account there, they can preregister:  

https://apps.txrxlabs.org/event/detail/176/spalting-and-wood-turning-lecture/  

https://apps.txrxlabs.org/event/detail/176/spalting-and-wood-turning-lecture/

